
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
January 16: Ephesians 3:1-13

questions 
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Ephesians 3:1-13.  What stands out to you most in these verses? Why?

3. Read Ephesians 3:1,13; Act 22:21 and Romans 11:13.  What does Paul want to 
make sure the Gentile readers realize?

• Insight – Paul, a Jew, was suffering on behalf of the Gentiles. He came to realize 
through a revelation from God that Gentiles were part of God’s family and plan 
just like the Jews. He was called by God to be an apostle to the Gentiles and is 
currently in prison for preaching that message!

4. Read Ephesians 3:4-6. What is the “Mystery of Christ”?

• Insight – Although there is some debate about the meaning of this 
phrase, Tom Constable summarizes the meaning well when he says,

“This is the content of the mystery (cf. 2:11–22). First, Gentiles and Jews 
are fellow heirs of God’s riches that He presently bestows on believers (cf. 
2:19; 1:13–14; Galatians 3:29; 4:7). Second, they are fellow members of 
the body of Christ, which is the church (Colossians 1:18). Third, they are 
fellow partakers of the promise concerning Christ in the gospel (i.e., that 
whoever trusts in Him has everlasting life; John 3:16; et al.). The mystery 
is not that Gentiles would enjoy salvation and enter into blessing along 
with Israel. God revealed that in the Old Testament (Genesis 12:3; Isaiah 
42:6; et al.). It is that God has joined Jews and Gentiles as equals in one 
body (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:13).” 1

1 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Eph 3:6.



2 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2266.
3 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Eph 3:12.

5. Read Ephesians 3:10. What is Paul talking about here?  

• Insight – “Taking various forms, or of many different kinds. God’s wisdom has many 
facets and aspects, like an intricately cut diamond (see 1 Corinthians 1:26–29). now. 
In this age, in contrast to the time before Christ’s first coming. Rulers and authorities in 
the heavenly places refers to angelic beings. God’s redemptive purposes are of interest 
to angels (1 Peter 1:12) and the whole host of heaven, who are better able to glorify 
God when they behold in wonder what God has done and does in creating the church 
(Psalm 148; Revelation 7:11; 19:1–8).” 2

6. Read Hebrews 2:14-16. What do you think the “rulers and authorities” learn from the 
wisdom of God in relation to the Church?

• Insight – God’s wisdom in his salvation plan for all mankind is something they stand 
in awe of.  There is no salvation plan for fallen angels. But, God made a way to save us!  
We as believers in Christ should be in awe of God’s love, wisdom and goodness as well.

7. What do we learn about God’s salvation plan in verse 11?

• Insight – God’s plan to save those who believe in Jesus as their Savior and God was 
not plan “B.”  God had planned this from all eternity.

8. What does verse 12 tell us is the fruit of our salvation?

• Insight – “Jesus Christ’s past work has an abiding present effect for believers today. 
Because of His work we now enjoy the rights of address and access to God. We can 
address God and approach Him confidently because our Savior’s work has brought us 
to God (cf. Hebrews. 3:6; 4:16; 10:19, 35; Ephesians 2:8; Romans 5:2).” 3

9. Is there anything God has impressed upon you to apply to your life from this passage?
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