
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
January 9: Ephesians 2:11-22

questions 
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Ephesians 2:11-22.  What stands out to you most in these verses? Why?

3. What title does your version give to the section of scripture we are discussing?   
What do you think that is trying to summarize?

• Insight – Although God had chosen the Jews to be his people in the OT to 
accomplish his purposes, “in Christ” we are all treated equally!  Gentiles have 
the same privilege of being part of God’s family!

4. Read Ephesians 2:16. What does Paul mean by saying that “we” (Jew and Gentile) 
are both reconciled to God?

• Insight – The specific word used stresses “the restoration of a relationship 
of peace which has been disturbed.”  This amazing truth is stating that both 
Jew and Gentile had their relationship with God ruptured through sin. Now, “in 
Christ” that ruptured relationship has been restored. As believers, we have a 
friendship with God that we get to enjoy!

5. How was this reconciliation accomplished according to verse 16?  

• Insight – The cross of Christ addressed all sin. All the world can now be saved 
through faith in Christ.
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6. As a result of the cross, what is proclaimed to us?

• Insight – Peace is supplied both to those who were far away (cf. Ephesians 2:13), that 
is, Gentiles (who were without Christ and alienated from Israel and her covenants, v. 12) 
and to those who were near, namely, Jews (who have “the covenants of the promise,” 
v. 12). As a result of this message of peace both Jewish and Gentile believers have 
access to God the Father by one Spirit (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:13). 2

7. Read verse 19. What encourages you there?

• Insight – Christians have to know and be thoroughly convinced of who they are as 
saints and members of the household of God if they are to live accordingly. As in v. 12 
(“commonwealth”), Paul employs a term that was common to political life in ancient 
cities like Ephesus. Strangers (also v. 12) were complete foreigners with no rights or 
privileges (see Acts 16:20–23); aliens were non-citizens who dwelt in the city and were 
accorded customary privileges as neighbors. Only citizens had full protections and 
rights in the city (see Acts 21:39). 3

Believers are members of God’s household!  We are now citizens of God’s Kingdom and 
will enjoy those blessings for all eternity.

8. Read the following summary of this section by Harold Hoehner. What are you thankful for 
after reading that?

In conclusion, Paul has shown that though the Gentiles were formerly outside God’s 
household, they are now one “new man” with Jewish believers. This new entity is like 
a temple that is structured on the apostles and prophets, with Christ being the chief 
Cornerstone; it is indwelt by God through the agency of the Holy Spirit. 4

9. Is there anything God has impressed upon you to apply to your life from this passage?
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