
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
January 2: Ephesians 2:1-10

introduction1
Paul continues his long sentence construction. Like in Ephesians 1:3-14 and 1:15-23, 
chapter 2:1-10 is again one sentence in Greek,  The primary theme in this section is 
God’s salvation work not related to our works or effort.  Ephesians 2:8-9 is famous for 
describing salvation by grace through faith and not through works.  

In addition to God’s plan to save us, he also has a plan to use us.  He expects us to 
work for him and the kingdom.  We have been saved for a purpose.

questions 2
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Ephesians 2:1-10. There is a lot here, but what stands out to you? 

3. How would you summarize the first three verses in your own words?

• Insight- all mankind is born into the world in a condition described as being 
“dead in trespasses and sins.” This means we are unable to save ourselves. We 
are by nature imperfect and polluted through sin and require someone to save 
us from our condition.

4. Why does the text say God chose to save us?

• Insight – He loves us.  It is as simple as that!
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5. Do you really believe God loves you?  How would true belief in that fact impact the way we 
live?

• Insight – we all have times when we are discouraged.  Remembering the love of 
God is endless and he loves you and me should give us encouragement in the 
midst of trial and difficulty. It should also give us hope.  

I love what Tim Keller said one time.  He said something similar to, “Life after 
death is not as important as knowing there is love after death.”  How true! We are 
going to a place one day where love will be fully realized for all eternity! 

6. Read Ephesians 2:6. What does it mean for believers to have been raised with Christ and 
seated in heaven?

• Insight – This speaks of their being positionally resurrected. Christ’s post-resurrection 
state was new, powerful, and unique. So to Christians, in whom Christ dwells, have a 
new, powerful, and unique life and position. This new life, power, and position demand 
that believers have a new set of values, as Paul stated in his companion letter to the 
Colossian believers: “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your heart on 
things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things” (Colossians 3:1–2). 1

7. Read Ephesians 2:7. What stands out to you here?

• Insight – In the future eternal state, God will show all His Creation the incomparable 
riches of His grace. “Show” is endeixētai, which means “display or demonstrate” (cf. 
Romans 2:15; 9:17, 22; 2 Corinthians 8:24; Titus 2:10; 3:2). This display will be seen in 
His redeemed ones. The “riches of His grace” has been mentioned in connection with 
believers’ redemption which brought them forgiveness of sins (Ephesians 1:7). These 
“riches of His grace” are expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 2

For all eternity, we will be a display of God’s immeasurable grace and goodness. 
We will be able to testify to that truth because of what we have “in Christ.”
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8. Read Ephesians 2:8-9?  When did you come to realize that you could not save yourself?  
Explain.

9. Read Ephesians 2:10. What can we learn from this verse?

10. Read the following quote from Harold Hoehner who explains the meaning of verse 10.  What 
impresses you about the truths he clarifies?

• Insight - This verse, beginning with For, tells why this salvation is not from man or by 
his works. The reason is that salvation is God’s workmanship. The word “workmanship” 
(poiēma), used only here and in Romans 1:20 (where the niv 3 renders it “what has been 
made”) denotes a work of art or a masterpiece. It differs from human “works” (ergōn) 
in Ephesians 2:9. Believers are God’s workmanship because they have been created (a 
work only God can do) in Christ Jesus (cf. “in Christ Jesus” in vv. 6–7). The purpose of 
this creation is that believers will do good works. God’s workmanship is not achieved by 
good works, but it is to result in good works (cf. Titus 2:14; 3:8). 4

11. Is there anything God has impressed upon you to apply to your life from this passage?


