
B E H O L D  S E R I E S  W E E K  1
November 27: John 1:29

questions

1  R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. John’s Gospel (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Publishing House, 1961), 126.

1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read John 1:29. What stands out to you in this verse now?  Explain.

3.  What do you think John means by using the word “behold”?

• Insight – This word means “to see with perception.” “’Behold!’ is dramatic, 
pointing out Jesus, riveting all eyes upon him, opening all ears for what the 
speaker will say of him.” 1

“’Behold’ is an older English translation that has been replaced by ‘Look!’ in 
many contemporary emphatically declared: ‘I am not!’ versions. This older 
rendering was used 1,298 times in the King James Bible. It has an urgency As 
Jesus approached him, John the Baptist proclaimed, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God 
who takes that contemporary substitutes lack and connotes a searching gaze 
beyond a mere glance. away the sin of the world!’ (reference chapter 1 verse 
29). For John the Baptist, the gaze was transformative. He saw and testified 
to Jesus’s Messiahship (1:31–34) and knew that the ‘Lamb of God’ reached 
into the reservoirs of biblical atonement.” (Lanier Burns, Adoration: 2022 
devotional)



2   R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. John’s Gospel (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Publishing House, 1961), 
127–128.

4. What are John’s followers to see and perceive?

• Insight – Jesus, the one approaching them is the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world.”

5. How would such a statement have impacted you if you were there at the time?

6. What is the significance of the use of the word “the” in “the Lamb of God”?

• Insight – it is important to notice the use of the definite article. John did not say, 
“a Lamb of God,” implying one of many. Instead, Jesus is the one and only Lamb 
of God. No one else can claim that title.  He alone has died as the sacrifice for 
our sins. Therefore, as it says in Acts 4:12. “And there is salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved.”

7. What is the significance of the word “of” instead of “from” in the words “the Lamb of 
God”?

• Insight – The word “of” is stressing possession. Jesus, as the prized possession 
of God, His one and only Son, died as a Lamb for our sins.

8. What observations can you make of the statement, “takes away the sin of the world”?

• Insight – “This is one of those great collective singulars, so easily pronounced by 
the lips without proper comprehension by the mind. The idea is that of a mass, all 
sins as one great body are called ‘sin.’” 2
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9. As Christmas approaches, what do you need to do to prepare your heart for that 
celebration?

• Insight - If you would like a daily devotional to help prepare you for Christmas 
consider using the one enclosed from Dallas Theological Seminary

10. What has God challenged you with in this passage that you need to apply to your life?


