
L A M E N T  S E R I E S  W E E K  7
November 20: Psalm 117

introduction1
“This is another Hallel psalm, and it is the shortest in the series. Let me remind you that the 
Hallel psalms (113–118) were sung at the three great feasts of the nation Israel: Passover, 
Pentecost, and Tabernacles.

At the Feast of Passover, the cup was passed seven times, and between each passing 
those gathered would sing one of these hymns. Some expositors say that Psalms 113 and 
114 were sung before the meal, and then Psalms 117 and 118 were sung after the meal. It 
doesn’t matter how you arrange them; the important thing is that they were sung.” 1

1  J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 2 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 843.

Psalm 117 (ESV)

Praise the Lord, all nations!

    Extol him, all peoples!

For great is his steadfast love toward us,

    and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.

Praise the Lord! 



2   J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 2 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 843.

questions 2
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why?

2. As you look back on the series, what has been the most helpful thought to you? What 
has been the hardest thing for you to consider?

3. Read Verse one.  What observations do you have? What questions come to mind?

• Insight – verse one is an invitation for all nations and people groups to praise God

4. What is the significance of ALL nations praising God?

• Insight – “’Praise the Lord, all ye nations’ is obviously prophetic. It looks to the 
future when all nations and races and tribes and tongues on every continent and in 
every nation will join together in praising Jehovah and will worship Him as Lord.” 2

5. When you consider this prophetic truth, do we see that in our world today?

• Insight – even though it is hard to see that happening in our current world, it sure 
is nice to know that it will be reality one day! One day, everyone will acknowledge 
Jesus as Lord and all will praise God.

6. How should the prophetic promise of the truth that all the world will praise God impact 
us today?
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7. Read verse two.  What do you see here?

8. What does the word “for” alert us to in verse 2?

• Insight – the word “for” introduces the reason all people should praise God.

9. Who is the “us” in verse 2?

• Insight – This seems to be a reference to God’s people, the Jews.  In the future, all 
nations and peoples will praise God for his steadfast love and faithfulness to the 
Jewish nation.  This preferential treatment and care will cause all people to praise 
God.  This truth gives great hope to God’s people.

10. How does the truth that God loves his people relate to the Christian?

• Insight – we know that God loves us (Jn 3:16).  His love was clearly demonstrated 
through the death of his Son to save us from our sin. As the Jews can bank on 
God’s faithfulness, so can we trust God and his care for us

11. What will you take away from this series and seek to apply to your life?

• Insight – one day lament will be swallowed up with praise when we are before the 
Lord!


