
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
December 12: Ephesians 1:7-10

introduction1
Fifth century scholar, Jerome, once said, “The Scriptures are shallow enough for a 
babe to come and drink without fear of drowning and deep enough for theologians to 
swim in without ever reaching the bottom.”  The next verses include some of that “deep 
water.”  

Because of the depth of the concepts here, not all scholars are in agreement as to the 
meaning of these next couple of verses.  We will try not to get lost on those rabbit trails 
and stay with the main concepts.

questions 2
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Ephesians 1:11-12. What stands out to you in the text?  Why?

3. What specifically does verse 11 say believers have “in him”?

• Insight – we have an inheritance.  Once again, the place of blessing enjoyed by 
all saints is not based upon effort, money or power.  Our inheritance is because 
of faith in Jesus as our Savior and God.  Such faith places us “in him.” As a 
result, we have an inheritance as well.



4. Read Ephesians 1:14; 1 Pet. 1:5-6. What is our inheritance?

• Insight - It is something that we will possess.   God has placed an inheritance in heaven 
awaiting our arrival.  He is protecting that inheritance; He is protecting us until that 
time in which we will experience that inheritance and the fullness of our salvation—the 
permanent uniting of our soul and imperishable body in the presence of God. There we 
get to experience his love for eternity. These truths give us much to be thankful for as 
we anticipate the fulfillment of God’s promises!

5. What else do you notice about the concept of our inheritance in Ephesians 1:18?

• Insight – “At the time of the resurrection of believers . . . God will inherit those whom He 
has purchased at a great price according to the riches of His grace (v. 7).” 1  In addition 
to us receiving an inheritance, the Bible teaches that we are God’s inheritance!  What an 
amazing truth to contemplate.

6. As you reflect on the concept of our inheritance which comes only by being connected to 
Christ by faith, what are you thankful for?

7. What is one thing you can apply to your life from this lesson or the Sunday message? 

1  Harold W. Hoehner, “Ephesians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. 
Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 620.
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