
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
December 5: Ephesians 1:7-10

introduction1
The word “redemption” is the English translation of multiple Greek words. In the 
passage today, we want to look at the emphasis of three of these words and see 
which one is used in Ephesians 1:7. An appreciation of the concept of redemption is 
revolutionary for the believer in Jesus Christ.1

questions 2
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 6:20. What do you think Paul is trying to emphasis with the use 
of the word “redemption” here?

• Insight - the word Paul uses here is agorazo. It means “to buy at the 
marketplace.” The focus is to buy and take out of the marketplace.  Because of 
the payment Christ made with his death, we have been bought and taken out of 
the slave market of sin.

3. What should that truth in 1 Corinthians 6:20 mean for us today?



4. Read Galatians 3:13. What is Paul emphasizing in the use of the word “redemption” here?   

• Insight = Paul uses the word exagorazo. It means “to but out of the marketplace.” The 
focus is to not only take something out of the marketplace but to also never allow it to 
be sold again but to keep for oneself. When Christ redeemed us, he not only bought us 
out of the slave market of sin, but he will never allow us to be sold back to our old sin 
master!

5. What should the truth in Galatians 3:13 mean for us today?

6. Read Ephesians 1:7. What do you think Paul is emphasizing here with the use of the word 
“redemption”?  

• Insight = the word Paul uses here is apolutrosis. It means “to liberate by paying a 
ransom in order to set free.” Christ not only paid our ransom and took us out of the 
slave market of sin to never be sold again, but he has set us free!

7. What should the truth of Ephesians 1:7 mean for you and me today?

8. What was the price for our redemption according to Ephesians 1:7? 

• Insight = “Christians are freed from slavery to sin and guilt. This was effected by 
Christ’s blood, which means his death as an atoning sacrifice.” 1

1  Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2262.
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9. Can our redemption be earned by our efforts? 

• Insight = “The cost of Christ’s blood is the measure of the wealth of God’s unmerited 
favor to every believer. It was accomplished not “out of” but “according to” (kata) the 
wealth of His grace (cf. Phil. 4:19).” 2

10. There is absolutely nothing we can do on our own to earn God’s forgiveness or our 
redemption. We are slaves of sin never to be set free. Only because of Christ and his death 
for us are we set free by grace as a result of embracing Jesus Christ as our Savior and God!

11. What do you think Paul means by “the mystery of his will” in verse 9?

12. As you think about the redemption that Jesus has provided for us, what most stands out 
to you?  What do you need to start thinking about and thanking God for in the light of your 
redemption?

2   Harold W. Hoehner, “Ephesians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. 
Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 618.


