
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
July 25: Overview of Genesis 25:19-28:9 

introduction1

1 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 90.

This section of scripture introduces us to the sons of Isaac, Esau and Jacob.  They are 
very well-known characters in the Bible.   In fact, Esau and Jacob become the central 
figures of chapters 25-36.  Their struggle for supremacy starts even before birth!

questions 2
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Gen 25:19-21.  What is the significance of this event?

• Insight – It is amazing that we already have seen that Sarah was barren and 
now we see that Rebekah is barren!  God made magnificent promises both to 
Abraham and Isaac and yet they could not have the children required to fulfill 
those promises on their own!



1 Allen P. Ross, “Genesis,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord 
and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 69–70.

3. Why do you think God made Sarah and Rebekah barren?

• Insight - God wants to keep us dependent upon him.  Even though he 
had promised the seed would come through Sarah and then Rebekah, 
producing a child was beyond their control.  They needed God to 
intervene and miraculously enable both of them to have children. Another 
observation is that Isaac and Rebekah were married for 20 years before the 
birth of Esau and Jacob (25:20, 26)! This barren state must have been very 
difficult for them in their journey of faith.

4. Where are you currently challenged to trust God because you can’t make 
something happen on your own and need his help?

5. When you read about Esau selling his birthright to Jacob, which of them is more 
at fault for what happens? 

• Insight – Although Jacob is normally identified as the culprit, they both are 
at fault. Certainly, Jacob deceived Esau and so he is guilty of such conduct.  
Esau though is guilty of being indifferent to the birthright and all that God 
had promised.  In this story, Jacob feels the need to help God out while 
Esau seems indifferent to God and his role in his life.

• Sadly, things of great spiritual value are often handled in profane or crafty 
ways. Some people treat spiritual and eternal things with contempt, for they 
see them as of no value. And others, though regarding such things highly, 
make the higher cause serve themselves through craft and manipulation. 
Esau and Jacob are examples of both types.1 



6. What stands out to you in Gen 26:6-16? 

• Insight – Like father, like son.  Isaac models Abraham’s pattern for lying. 
Immediately after God had confirmed his covenant with Isaac, he lied to the king 
about Rebekah for fear of his life. He needs to grow in faith like his father did.

7. Do you see anything we can learn from Gen. 26:6-16?

• Insight – 1) This story is a sobering reminder that our children pick up both 
our good and bad traits! 2) This passage also shows again God’s patience and 
grace toward Isaac in spite of his failures as the chosen representative through 
whom the seed would come. 3) We too need to grow in our faith in God and his 
promises because none of us have arrived yet.

8. It is easy to condemn Isaac at this stage in the story when he lied about Rebekah. We 
make similar mistakes, don’t we?  How have you seen God’s grace and patience in your 
life even though you have been an imperfect follower of his?

9. Gen. 27:1-28:5 record the third battle between Esau and Jacob. The first conflict was their 
birth order, the second was the birthright and now it is the blessing.  What stands out to 
you in this portion of the story?

• Insight – The blessing was very significant in that culture. “An oral blessing was 
as legally binding as a written will in the ancient Near East.” 2  “This chapter 
portrays an entire family attempting to carry out their responsibilities by their 
physical senses, without faith. 3

2 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Ge 26:34
3 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Ge 26:34.
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4 Allen P. Ross, “Genesis,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord 
and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 74.

10. Do you see any irony in Gen. 28:9?  What?

• Insight – Ironically the unchosen son of Isaac married into the unchosen line of 
Ishmael! So Esau tried to better his marital reputation by marrying a third wife 
(cf. 26:34). Esau had no understanding of the Abrahamic Covenant and its purity. 
He was still living on the human level. 4

11. What is the one thing you are going to take with you from this session?


