
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
July 18: Overview of Genesis 23-25:18 

introduction1
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As we begin Chapter 23, Sarah is now 127 
years old which would make Abraham 137 
years old and Isaac would be around 38 
years old. Two primary things happen in this 
section. The first is the death of Sarah and 
her burial.  The second is the transition to the 
second generation of the promise. Abraham’s 
servant is sent to find Isaac a wife for the 
promise to continue. In these events, we also 
see the sacrifices required to continue the 
promise God had given Abraham.

To give some context, “the journey from 
Hebron, where Sarah was buried [23:19], 
to Nahor [in the district of Haran], where 
Rebekah lived [24:10], was approximately 520 
miles or . . . a journey that would have taken 
Abraham’s servant approximately 21 days to 
travel.”1

questions 2
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 
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2. How do we explain that Abraham’s neighbors wanted to give him the land for Sarah’s 
burial?  Why is that?

• Insight – “the Hittites recognize his special relationship with God and 
accord him the title prince of God. Abraham was probably well known to 
the inhabitants of Hebron, for he had a long association with this location 
(see 13:18). Out of deep respect for Abraham, they generously offer him the 
use of one of the choicest of their own tombs for the burial of Sarah.” 2

3. What can we learn about Abraham at this stage in his life from this story?

• Insight – Abraham has grown in his relationship with God, his faith and is 
now an example to others as a follower of God.  

4. Who is looking to you as an example of a person who has a special relationship 
with God?  How are you doing with modeling a life of faith for others? 

5. When you read Gen 24:21, what stands out to you if you were the servant 
Abraham trying to discern the wife for Isaac?

• Insight – the word “gazed” means, “means to look at intently, to observe 
closely for some purpose.” 3  Abraham’s servant is closely examining 
Rebekah to see if God has already answered his prayers?! This is an 
impressive example of God’s sovereignty in action while we see the free will 
and effort of Abraham’s servant.



6. Did you notice that Abraham’s servant is never named?  Why is that?

• Insight – all we know about this servant is that he was the oldest and most 
trusted person in Abraham’s household (Gen 24:2).  His name is withheld 
probably so that he does not become too prominent in the story.  He really 
appears to be a man of great faith and obedience.

7. Why did Abraham send his servant to his place of origin to find a spouse for Isaac?

• Insight – this is most likely to ensure that Isaac does not assimilate into the land 
in which he dwells. Abraham does not want him to be influenced to pursue the 
gods of the land through a marriage with a woman of that culture.

8. What similarities do Abraham and Rebekah have in their journey of following God?

• Insight – “like Abraham, Rebekah must leave her family and country in an act of 
faith in order to journey to Canaan and marry Isaac, whom she has never met.” 4 
Sarah displays great faith in God in this story!

9. Can you think of a time where you had to step out in faith at personal cost to follow God’s 
will? Explain.

10.  Read Gen 24:63. What do you think Isaac was meditating on? Do you take time to 
meditate on how God is at work in your life? Explain.
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11. What is the significance of Gen. 25:5-6?

• Insight – Abraham lovingly cares for all of his kids, but he wisely sets up Isaac 
as the son of promise. This is another example of Abraham’s faith in God and 
his promises.

12.  What impresses you about Gen. 25:9-18?

• Insight - Before proceeding to recount in detail the events associated with 
Isaac’s immediate family, a short section is devoted to naming the 12 sons of 
Ishmael, who became chieftains of tribes in Arabia. This information confirms 
that God’s promise in 17:20 was fulfilled.5  God is faithful to his promises.  
Ishmael prospered and was well provided for.

13. What is the one thing you are going to take with you from this session?


