
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
July 11: Overview of Genesis 22 

introduction1

1 Allen P. Ross, “Genesis,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. 
B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 64.

This passage is one of the most well known in the OT.  A surface reading would say it is 
shocking that God would ask Abraham to sacrifice his only son by Sarah.  What about 
the promise God made to make Abraham a great nation through his son?  What about the 
promise of the seed that would be a blessing to all the world?  What is going on here?

The greatest test in the life of Abraham (God tested him) came after he received the 
promised seed following a long wait. The test was very real: he was to give Isaac back to 
God. As a test it was designed to prove faith. And for it to be a real test, it had to defy logic; 
it had to be something Abraham wanted to resist.1

Below is a map showing the journey that Abraham and Isaac made.  The distance is 
approximately 50 miles!  (The Sea of Kinnereth is the early name of the Sea of Galilee).



questions 2
1. What stands out to you in this story of Abraham and Isaac? Explain

2. What stood out to you in the message today?

3. If you were Abraham and embarked on a 50-mile journey with your son who you were told 
to sacrifice, what would you be thinking? With what would you be struggling?

4. What took place in Gen. 21:12-13 that would make the sacrifice of Isaac even more 
difficult for Abraham to understand?

• Insight – God had told Abraham to send his only other son away!  There were no other 
sons left to fulfill the promises of God other than Isaac.  What is God doing?

5. What has been one of the failures of Abraham that we have seen throughout his life? 
Explain.

• Insight – Abraham grew in his faith, but he had the habit of doubting God and his 
promises.  When Abraham perceived danger, he chose to do what he thought was best 
rather than fully trust and obey God.  In the story of sacrificing Isaac, we see Abraham 
at his best.  He has full confidence in God and obeys him even when he doesn’t 
understand and at great personal cost.

6. Where are you struggling today with trusting God fully and being faithful even though you 
do not understand what he is doing?



7. Have you ever had to trust God to accomplish his will even when it seemed to imply your 
dreams would not be fully realized? Explain.

8. What does Gen 22:12 mean? Explain.

• Insight – this summary of God speaking to Abraham does not mean that God 
did not know what Abraham would do.  It is here to let us learn how much 
Abraham had grown in his trust and love for God.  God had reached the place of 
preeminence in the life of Abraham.  

To fear God means to reverence Him as sovereign, trust Him implicitly, and obey 
Him without question. 2

9. Read Luke 14:26. How does that passage relate to the concept of loving God most?

• Insight – Jesus is not teaching us to hate our parents. He is making a 
comparison.  In comparing our love for God to our love for our parents, it is as 
though you love one and hate the other.  God expects to be #1 in our lives, period.

Literally hating one’s family would have been a violation of the Law. Since Jesus 
on several occasions admonished others to fulfill the Law, He must not have 
meant here that one should literally hate his family. The stress here is on the 
priority of love (cf. Matt. 10:37). One’s loyalty to Jesus must come before his 
loyalty to his family or even to life itself. 3

10. How are you doing with making God the #1 love of your life?  What barriers are you 
struggling with to make that a reality in your life?

2  Ross, p. 65.
3 John A. Martin, “Luke,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord 
and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 243.
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4 Ross, p. 65.

11. Read Rom. 8:32. How does that passage impact you in light of Gen 22?

• Insight - The main point of Genesis 22:9–14 is not the doctrine of the Atonement. 
It is portraying an obedient servant worshiping God in faith at great cost, and in 
the end receiving God’s provision. Abraham did not withhold his son. Similarly, 
Paul wrote that God “did not spare [epheisato] His own Son, but gave [delivered] 
Him up for us all” (Rom. 8:32). A form of the same Greek word is used of 
Abraham in the Septuagint: “Thou hast not spared [epheisō] thy beloved son” 
(Gen. 22:12). 4

Paul seems to be alluding to this event in the life of Abraham when he describes 
the sacrifice that God made for all the world at great personal cost.  This is a 
concrete example of God’s infinite love for you and me!

12. What do you need to do in your life in light of studying this passage? about God?


