
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
June 27: Overview of Genesis 18-19 

introduction1

1 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 81–82.

In this section the prospect of Sodom’s destruction is revealed by the Lord to Abraham. Out 
of concern for Lot, Abraham intercedes with God regarding his nephew and his family. The 
ensuing conversation underlines that the destruction of Sodom and the other cities of the 
plain is fully justified because of the inhabitants’ overwhelming wickedness (see also 13:13). 
Had there been as few as 10 righteous people in Sodom, the city would have been spared. 
Abraham’s intercession for the Gentile cities of Sodom and Gomorrah is in line with his calling 
to be the vehicle of blessing to the whole world. 1

Below is the possible location of Sodom and Gomorrah (note that Zoar is on here as well):



1. What stands out to you in the story of Sodom and Gomorrah? Explain

2. What stood out to you in the message today?

3. Why do you think God told Abraham of the coming judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah?

4. If God did want Abraham to learn about his character, what does this reveal about God?

5. Where have you wrestled with God in prayer and then yielded to his will because you 
regained your perspective that God can be trusted? Explain.

6. What have you discovered about God’s character since you have become a Christian that 
has impacted your life? Explain.

7. What can we learn about prayer from Abraham’s interaction with God?
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8. What can we learn from Lot in this whole story?

• Insight - This chapter records God’s judgment on a morally bankrupt Canaanite 
civilization, but it also provides a severe warning against others becoming like them: it 
was difficult to get Lot out of Sodom, and Sodom out of Lot’s family.

Lot was an upright citizen, hospitable and generous (vv. 2–3), and a leader of the 
community. Actually, he was a judge, for he “was sitting in the gateway of the city” (v. 
1; cf. v. 9). Judges usually sat by the city gates, public places (cf. Job 29:7, 12–17) 
where legal and business transactions were finalized (cf. Genesis 23:18). As a judge 
Lot sought to screen out the wickedness of his townsfolk and to give advice on good 
living. He knew truth and justice, righteousness and evil. He was “a righteous man” (2 
Peter 2:7–8).

Yet in spite of his denunciation of their lifestyle, he liked the good life of Sodom’s 
society. He preferred making money off its citizens to staying in the hills (cf. Gen. 
13:10–11) where there would be no filthy living but also no “good life.” 2

9. Is there anything you see in Lot that is convicting to you personally?
• Insight – Lot lived too close to the edge of sin for his own good.  This tormented him 

(2 Pt. 2:7) and, in the end, neutralized his witness to those he was to bless. He had no 
influence with the townsfolk when they came for his visitors.  We must be careful that 
we are not being lured into our culture in a way that is detrimental to our relationship 
with God and our witness for him in this lost world.

2 Allen P. Ross, “Genesis,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord 
and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 60.


