
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
June 13: Overview of Genesis 16 

summary1

1 Mathews, K. A. (2005). Genesis 11:27–50:26 (Vol. 1B, p. 178). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. How would you describe Sarah’s character in this passage?

3. How would you describe Abraham’s faith in this passage

4. When are you tempted to feel invisible?

questions 2

Like a roller coaster, the “ups and downs” of Abram’s faith are staggering. After the remarkable 
commendation of his trust in the word of the Lord (15:6) and the reiteration of the divine 
promises sealed by covenant (15:7–21), the patriarch becomes a pawn in an unseemly plot 
hatched by Sarai to obtain an heir. Giving a concubine slave to a husband by a barren wife 
is attested elsewhere in the ancient Near East for remedying childlessness. Although the 
passage does not overtly condemn Abram for his concession to Sarai, the allusion to the 
Garden (16:2b; 3:17), in which the Lord condemns Adam for his complicity with his wife (see 
v. 2), shows that Abram and Sarai are repeating “Eden’s” sin of doubting the word of the Lord. 
The outcome is the birth of Ishmael, whose descendants will prove to be a threat to Sarai’s 
own son’s (Isaac) lineage (21:9–10; 37:25–28; Judges 8:24; Psalm 83:6). The son of the slave 
will not be submissive, and his achievements will vindicate Hagar. 1



5. What warnings do you get from Abram and Sarai’s marriage?

6. Why do you think the angel asked Hagar the question he did in v. 8?

7. Why do you think God wanted Hagar to go back?

8. Why would going back be hard for Hagar?

9. How did the knowledge that God saw her give Hagar the strength to return to Sarah?

10. Has the knowledge that God sees, hears and understands ever given you strength in a 
difficult situation?
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