Sermon Guide November 8: Hebrews 12:1-3

What stood out to you most from the sermon? Why?

Key Takeaways:

1.

The "cloud of witnesses” in Hebrews 11 includes both celebrated heroes and deeply flawed
people who all testify to the same truth: God's faithfulness is not measured by immediate
outcomes.

Spiritual drift rarely begins with dramatic rebellion. It often begins with comfort-seeking,
disengagement, and settling for safety over faithfulness.

We are called to lay aside two distinct things: sin, which must be aggressively removed, and
hindrances, which are often morally neutral gifts from God that we allow to replace our hunger
for God himself.

Keeping our eyes on Jesus is not passive. It requires actively turning away from our
circumstances, feelings, and distractions in order to fix our gaze on him.

Jesus endured the cross for the joy set before him, and that same Jesus now sits at the right
hand of the Father. The empty tomb is the ultimate proof that God keeps his promises.

You cannot measure God's faithfulness by Friday. The empty tomb is the definitive statement
that he who promised is faithful.

Discussion Questions:

1.

When you think about the Christians described in Hebrews 10 who joyfully accepted the
seizure of their property, what is your honest reaction? Does that kind of faith feel inspiring,
unrealistic, or something else? Why?

The temptation was not as dramatic apostasy but a "the very real temptation to live a
lukewarm, apathetic life.” In what areas of life do you think apathy creeps in most quietly for
believers today?

How does viewing the people of Hebrews 11 as a cheering section instead of spectators
change the way you think about them? Does it change their relationship to your own faith
journey?

Sin can be pictured as a spider web -- something you cannot always see but can feel,
something that envelops rather than simply touches you. How does that image challenge the
way you typically think about dealing with sin in your own life?

Don't think you can keep your sin under control. That is the height of arrogance. How do you
respond to that statement? Where have you seen this truth play out, either in your own life or in
the lives of others?

Uniontown Bible Church, Union Bridge, MD | utown.org



10.

Hebrews 12 lists sin and hindrances as distinct issues that keep us from the race set for us.
The hindrances are often good gifts from God that become problems when they fill us so
completely that we lose our hunger for God himself. What is the difference between enjoying a
good gift and being consumed by it? How do you personally evaluate that line in your own life?

We let travel sports, phones, busyness, and work become hindrances. Without putting anyone
on the spot, what categories of hindrances do you see in your stage of life right now?

Hebrews 12:2 says that Jesus, for the joy set before him, endured the cross and despised the
shame. "Despised” means he looked at the shame and counted it as nothing. What does it
mean to you personally that Jesus walked through the most degrading experience in human
history and was not defined by it?

Some of us are living on Friday right now. What does it look like practically to trust God's
faithfulness when your circumstances feel like Friday with no Sunday in sight?

The road is hard. The race is long. But the outcome is not in doubt because he who promised is
faithful. How does the certainty of the outcome change the way you approach the difficulty of
the journey?

Practical Applications:

1.

Identify one sin you have been managing rather than removing. Take a concrete step toward
accountability this week. Share it with someone in this group or with a trusted friend, and ask
them to follow up with you.

Identify one hindrance, something good that has become too loud in your life, and intentionally
create space this week to be still before God without it. This might mean putting your phone in
another room during your morning quiet time, skipping a leisure activity, or saying no to one
commitment.

Pray the bold prayer: "God, expose my sin in such a way that | can no longer deny it." Write it
down. Sit with it. Return to it throughout the week.

Write down one area of your life where you are currently living on Friday, where circumstances
feel dark and God feels distant. Then write down what you know to be true about God's
faithfulness regardless of what you can see. Read it aloud to yourself each morning this week.

Memorize Hebrews 12:1-2. Use it as an anchor when weariness sets in.
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