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Sermon notes

Genesis 3:4 (NIV) “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 When the 
woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing 
to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and 
ate it.

The deception given to Eve - 
That ______________ equals freedom.

By breaking the rule she wasn’t 
rebelling against the rule but in reality 
she was rebelling against the 
______________ behind it.
Romans 13:1 (NIV) Let everyone be subject to the governing 
authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has 
established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 

In this verse Paul is making rebellion 
against authority a  ______________ 
issue.
2  Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling 
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring
judgment on themselves.

The deception is that we think 
that rebelling against authority on  
______________ is not a spiritual 
issue.
3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do 
wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then 
do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority 
is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for 
rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, 
agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.
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God works through human authority to  
______________ his plan.
5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of 
possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, 
who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe 
them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then 
respect; if honor, then honor.

One last thought: There is  
______________ you can know what God 
is doing in your life through the authorities 
he has placed over you.
Additional Notes:
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