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Dear fellow Brooksiders, 
 
Since first becoming a Deacon in the early 1980’s I’ve wanted be a Delegate to Synod and this 
year it finally worked out.  When I volunteered, little did I know that I would find myself in the middle 
of an historic Synod.  The Agenda was fuller than normal because Synods 2020 & 2021 were 
cancelled due to Covid.  Plus the big discussion this year was going to be the 150+ page report 
from the Committee to Articulate a Foundation-laying Biblical Theology of Human Sexuality (the 
HSR) that Synod established in 2016.  Based on my past experience in banking, I thought for sure 
I’d get assigned to the Advisory Committee on Financial Matters so my stomach did a flip flop when 
I saw my name on the Human Sexuality Advisory Committee (the HSAC). 
 
After hearing of my assignment, a dear friend advised me to line up a cadre of prayer warriors but 
before I could make a list so many of you stepped forward saying you would pray for me and all the 
Delegates.  Even the inmates at Handlon Correctional Institution who are enrolled in the Calvin 
Initiative were praying. People everywhere were praying.  It’s humbling to know that so many folks 
were praying that God’s will be done through us.  Thank you to each and every one of you. 
 
So rather than covering the same things Pastor Paul recorded in his video (find it on BCRC’s 
homepage at www.brooksidecrc.org), I would like to share my observations about the process 
Synod goes through to make decisions.  Each Delegate is assigned to one of eight Advisory 
Committees which meet to discuss specific issues.  The Advisory Committees then write a Report 
with recommendations for Synod to act on.  The whole Synod votes on these recommendations. 
 
The HSAC was tasked with reviewing the HSR to determine if the Committee that wrote the Report 
met its mandate and then recommend to Synod what to do with the recommendations contained in 
the HSR.  The HSAC consisted of 21 voting members, a Staff Consultant, Faculty Advisor and a 
Young Adult Representative and we convened a day earlier than the rest of the Committees.  In 
total, the HSAC met for about 25 hours.  We prayed together, read Scripture together, laughed and 
cried together, lamented together, listened to each others’ stories and lived and breathed the 
weightiness of our responsibility.  Before Synod began we had over 600 pages of Reports to read 
including 57 Overtures, 13 Communications plus it was helpful to read the 1973 Report from the 
Committee to Study Homosexuality.  After meeting over our lunch and supper breaks we needed 
more time and were ordered to skip one session of Synod to continue our work.  We finally finished 
our task and forwarded the following Reports to Synod:   
 

1. Report A which represented the recommendations all 21 voting members agreed on 100%.  
Synod adopted all 10 of these recommendations. 

2. Report B Majority Report 
3. Report B Minority Report.  The Minority Report was read in full on the Synod floor but was 

quickly and permanently tabled in favor or the Majority Report. 
 
The 4 recommendations coming out of the HSAC that got the most attention are as follows: 
 

1. “That synod recommend the HSR to the church as providing a useful summary of 
biblical teaching regarding human sexuality.”   
This was adopted with 131 yes votes (74%), 45 no votes (25%) and 2 abstentions (1%). 

2. “That synod affirm that “unchastity” in the Heidelberg Catechism Q. and A. 108 
encompasses adultery, premarital sex, extra-marital sex, polyamory, pornography 
and homosexual sex, all of which violate the Seventh Commandment. In so doing, 
synod declares this affirmation “an interpretation of [a] confession” (Acts of Synod 
1975, p. 603). Therefore, this interpretation has confessional status.” 
This was adopted with 123 yes votes (69%), 53 no votes (30%) and 2 abstentions (1%). 

http://www.brooksidecrc.org/


3. “That synod affirm that “unchastity” in the Heidelberg Catechism Q. and A. 108 also 
encompasses “sexual violence within and outside of covenantal marriage.” 
This was adopted by a strong voice vote and zero no votes. 

4. “That synod solemnly take note of the pervasive sin of pornography and its harm, 
and lead our churches into repentance and healing. The HSR describes the problem 
this way: “We have tolerated [pornography] because the lusts of our hearts are dear 
to us. We have tolerated it because we are comfortable with the objectification and 
domination of women. The sins that lie closest to our hearts are those for which it is 
the most difficult to repent” (Agenda for Synod 2022, p. 362).” 
This was adopted by a strong voice vote and zero no votes. 

5. “That synod recommend the pastoral care sections in the HSR as offering sound, 
introductory guidance to the churches and strongly encourage continuing 
conversations around the complex items within the HSR and how to faithfully 
implement these practices in the life of the church.” 
This was adopted by voice vote. 

 
Since Pastor Paul covered #’s 1 & 2 in his video, I would like to share some thoughts about #4.  
Pornography has infiltrated the church and statistics show that pornography use by church 
members, including pastors and office bearers, is slightly below that of secular society.  Young 
people, women and even children are increasingly using porn.  These statistics are disturbing on 
so many levels but since it is done on the internet in private, it goes largely undetected.  Viewing 
porn abuses women and children, warps a man’s view of what women want, drives a wedge 
between spouses, is progressive and simply dishonors God.  I believe we have a far larger 
pornography problem in our congregation than any of the other sexual sins mentioned in the HSR 
and the time has come to face that problem head on remembering always that the blood of Jesus 
Christ was shed for all our sins and, by the grace of God, we can be made new. 
 
The HSAC was NOT asked to provide direction to the Denomination, congregations, Calvin 
University or Calvin Theological Seminary as it relates to how to implement the recommendations 
that were adopted by Synod.  I'm sure future Synods will be asked to create pastoral advice on 
these matters, but in the meantime, congregations must wrestle with how they each go forward. I 
encourage all of you to watch Pastor Paul’s video because he makes a good point that our 
conversation as a congregation regarding these things doesn’t end now but, rather, begins now.  
Some members are delighted with the decisions Synod made while others are mourning.  I’m sure 
our Elders, Deacons and the Council as a whole will lead us towards a greater understanding of 
the ramifications of the decisions made at Synod 2022. 
 
Going to Synod and seeing how the CRC does its business was like no experience I’ve ever had.  
It was humbling to participate in this historic Synod and while it was exhausting, it was well worth 
the time and energy spent.  Thank you again for your impactful prayers before, during and now 
after Synod as we wrestle together to understand what it means to live within God’s will.   
 
Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions I can help you with.  I’m always ready for a 
good conversation. 
 
Ken Stienstra, Deacon Delegate to Synod 2022 
kjstien@gmail.com 
616-540-9651 
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