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. God loves the whole world and we delight in its diversity. Our spirit of fellowship  

is shared with long-time friends and new visitors. In our community, we celebrate everyone: 

people of every age, class, color, and ethnic origin 

people of all sexual orientations and gender identities 

people who are single, married, partnered, blessed divorced, separated, widowed 

people of differing abilities 

 

 God inspires us through Word and Worship. Jesus gathers us at a table where  

all are fed. 

 

  God is faithful to all generations. We see all ages, 

especially children, as visible, valued members of our community. God blesses our growth as a church. 

 

 God calls us to love and action, participating in the holy work of peace and  

justice. 

 Jesus shows up in the broken places of the world making healing a sign of God’s 

kinship. We join in healing as a community that serv es our neighbors and by embracing grace at all costs. 

Bethel means God’s House. When we are together and when we go out into the community, the 

divine spirit dwells in us. In all spaces Bethel Encino is: 

A House for All 

A House for Prayer 

A House for Generation to Generation 

A House of Justice 

A House of Healing 

 

We live out this calling through our four pillars of ministry: , ,  

, and . 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 
We are a House of Prayer for All. 
Worship is an essential expression of 
the Bethel community. We gather on 
Sunday mornings around 10:15  
(we work on California time).  
Our service includes lively music with 
incredibly talented, professional mu-
sicians, prayer, good preaching and 
sharing Holy Communion. 
 
 
WHAT SHOULD I EXPECT? 
 
In worship we encounter the good newsof Jesus and respond in praise. Expect a powerful message of 
Love, Justice and Grace. Expect to see folks like you and folks that are different from you. Expect very 
uplifting and lively music. Expect the Holy Spirit to show up. And expect to meet a lot of new friends 

 

 
                                                                             
 
 
WHO WILL I SEE? 
 
Bethel is an eclectic bunch. We’ve 
got folks of all ages. We’ve got folks 
from different ethnicities and  
backgrounds. We’ve got folks that 
are wealthy, folks that are struggling 
to make it, and everything in be-
tween.  
 
 
 
 

 
HOW SHOULD I DRESS? 
 
Show up in whatever is comfortable for you. Most folks are pretty casual, but you’ll also see some folks 
in suits and dresses.  
You do you. 
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PRAYER MINISTRY 
 
IN WORSHIP 
 
We are a community that believes strongly in the power of prayer. During Sunday worship we 
usually spend a long time sharing our joys and struggles, prayers of concern and praise re-
ports. We also offered one-on-one prayer time during communion. 
 
TUESDAY PRAYER MEETING 
 
Tuesday mornings at 11am a small group gathers in Pastor Steve’s office to pray together over 
the list of congregational prayers. We also use the Common Prayer: Liturgy for Ordinary Radi-
cals as part of our gathering. We typically meet for about 20 minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERVE 
Worship is the gathering of the community and it takes an investment from many people. 
Collectively we create a space where divine is encountered. There are opportunities to 
Lead and grow in leadership. 
 
¨ Readers - Share the weekly lesson. Scripture is given in advance so you can prepare. 
¨ Prayers - Lead the prayers of the people, write the weekly prayers or stand in a prayer 
     Station. 
¨ Communion Assistants - serve the holy meal as part of a team. 
¨ FIT (First Impressions Team) - Be the welcoming face of Bethel to newcomers and regulars, 

making sure people are greeted with the joy of the Spirit. 
¨ Hospitality - Help set up and clean up after our refreshments . 
¨ Counters - Trusted members work in teams to count the weekly offerings. 
¨ Tech Team - Help run sound and the slide show on Sundays (training provided). 
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We believe in faith formation for every generation. In 
Sunday School, age-specific groups, small groups and 
life groups we gather together in Word and Spirit. 

 
Generational Groups: 
 
· Children and Family Ministries -    
        for preschool and early elemen 
        tary  students and their families. 
· Club 5/8 - Youth group for upper   
        elementary and middle school  
        students. 
· Confirmation - A 2-year rites of  
        passage program for students 6th 
 grade and older. 
· High School - Youth group and discipleship training for high school students 
· Bethel Horizons 20/30s - A small group for the post-high school phase of life,  
         particularly those in their 20s and 30s. 

 

Pastor Steve leads us in a 
Bible study exploring the 

words of the prophet 
Isaiah. Why do we read 

Isaiah so much in the 
weeks leading up to 

Christmas? What is the 
relationship between the 
Hebrew scriptures and 

our Christian walk? 
What is Deutero-Isaiah? 



ϲ 

�/^�/W>�^,/W 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

Come help us decorate and 
bring  

to life that  

Christmas feeling! 
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*We mobilize against intolerance 
*We embrace the principles of non-violence 

 

 

Contact Sara Adams for more information on 
signing up, or to volunteer to help watch kids. 

sara@bethelencino.org 
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What are Sundays for Kids at Bethel Like? 

Preschool— 4th grade students gather at 10am (15 minutes before worship) for  

children’s church. After songs, prayers and scripture, the children head off with our li-
censed and trained teachers for age appropriate lessons.  
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�ŽŶƚĂĐƚ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ��ƐŚůĞŝ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘ 

ĂƐŚůĞŝΛďĞƚŚĞůĞŶĐŽŶŽ͘ŽƌŐ 
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Bethel is blessed to share a meal with friends at the San Fernando Valley Rescue Mis-
sion in Northridge. Every third Saturday we gather to cook, serve, and share a meal 
with the women and children staying in the Rescue Mission’s family shelter. You must 
be 16+ to cook, but there are opportunities for younger ones to do art projects with 
the residents.This is a great place for life groups, small groups, individuals and fami-
lies to serve together! Contact the Bethel Office to volunteer.  

 

 
CLUE’s mission is to bring together clergy and lay leaders of all faiths to join low-
wage workers and other economically-disadvantaged communities in their strug-
gles for justice. CLUE has a SFV chapter that meets monthly and supports actions 
throughout the city. To get involved, sign up for their emails by going to https://
cluela.nationbuilder.com/login.  
 

 

 

 

The Interfaith Solidarity Network (ISN) breaks down barriers and inspires soli-
darity among communities in the San Fernando Valley. 

*We build relationships across cultures & faiths 
*We educate our communities 
*We organize 4 peace & justice 
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The Penny Lane Angel Tree is back! Please take any Angel 
and bring an unwrapped toy back to put under the tree 
by Sunday Dec. 9th. Any questions, please see Debbie Lamb.  
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ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�- ǁǁǁ͘ĂǁĂƌĞůĂ͘ŽƌŐ͘  

Bethel is proud to be the home for AWARE-LA’s newest Satur-
day Dialogue. AWARE stands for the Alliance of White Anti-
Racists Everywhere, a local affiliate of SURJ - Showing Up for 
Racial Justice. Saturday Dialogue (SD) is a gathering for white 
anti-racists who want to discuss issues of identity, communi-

ty, privilege and racism in our lives with the intention to strengthen our practice as anti-racists in alli-
ances, relationships, and interactions with people of color. Regular, recurring dialogues throughout the 
year focus on the intersections of multiple identities, including Race and Class, Sexuality and Race, 
and Gender and Race. Other workshops focus on relationships, Radical White Identity 
and Community, and issues such as police and the prison industrial complex, immigration, and gentrifi-
cation.  You can learn more about AWARE (including why organize white folks and who their solidari-
ty partners are) by visiting their website - www.awarela.org.   
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2nd Annual 
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Bethel Encino Elca 
 

@bethelencinoelca.bethel 

Bethel Encino Preschool 
 

@bethelencinopreschool 

 

When you come to Bethel we want to you feel at home.  

Whether you are checking us out for the first time, thinking about becoming a 

regular, or have made this your church home, you are always welcome here.  
 

As a progressive Christian community we are an LGBTQIA+ affirming community,  

working towards racial and economic justice, celebrating the gifts of everyone.   
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Pastor Steve 
Jerbi 

Lead Pastor 

Lisa Brown 
Office 

Administrator 

Ashlei Snead 
Preschool  
Director 

Sara Adams 
Children &  

Family Minister 

Jake Newton 
Lead 

Musician 

Loren Smith 
Lead  

Musician 

Marc  Mohr 
Vicar 

Bethel Council: 
Row 1: Tanner Worth, President; Chelsea Kadovitz, Vice President/Evangelism;  

Karyn Wong, Secretary and Property;  
Rebecca Campbell, Treasurer and Bookkeeper;  Row 2: Vicki Parks-Murphy, Preschool;  

Brian Tessier, Generations;  
Chelsea Kadovitz, Evangelism, Outreach, Marketing, Launa Prince, Partnership;  


