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“In August 2019, at the beginning 

of the school year in the United 

States, a photo showing two little 

boys holding hands went viral. 

Conner, an autistic boy entering 

the second grade, was going to 

school alone for the first time. Alt-

hough the bus trip went well, when 

he arrived at the school, he froze 

with fear and started to cry; he hid 

in a corner, unable to walk into the 

building.  

Christian, another boy, saw Conner 

and went to comfort him. Then he 

took Conner by the hand and led 

him inside the building. “He found 

me and held my hand, and I got 

happy tears,” Conner later told a 

reporter when asked about Chris-

tian. “He was kind to me. I was in 

the first day of school, and I started 

crying. Then he helped me, and I 

was happy.” Conner’s mother said, 

“Christian is Conner’s first real 

friend.” And Christian’s mother 

explained, “They have an insepara-

ble bond.”  

I, like millions of others who saw 

the photograph and read this story, 

felt verklempt, unable to hold back 

small tears of joy. I also laughed—

because who would believe it with-

out a picture? A white boy 

named Conner huddled in a 

corner, a Black boy named 

Christian—Christian!—

reaching out to help him. It 

was an updated American par-

able, a rewrite of The Pil-

grim’s Progress for an age of 

racial anxiety and political 

division. As I looked at the 

photograph, it seemed an icon 

for these days, a Jesus tender-

ly leading a frightened boy toward 

a new world. “This is my com-

mandment,” said Jesus, “that you 

love one another as I have loved 

you. . . . You are my friends if you 

do what I command you” (John 

15:12–14).  

I am not sure if I ever knew what 

to make of those words of Jesus: 

“You are my friends if you do 

what I command you.” It all 

sounded so conditional. What kind 

of friendship was that? The story 

of Conner and Christian clarified 

it, though. Friendship is contingent 

on love—real love: compassion, 

empathy, reaching out, going be-

yond what we imagine is possible. 

That is the command: love. And if 

we reach out in love, friendship is 

the result, even friendship with 

God. Friendship is mutual, a hand 

extended and another reaching 

back. When I think of friendship 

with Jesus, I imagine that hand 

extended. It happens in different 

ways, of course. Sometimes, the 

hand is part of an ancient story, the 

hand of Jesus outstretched to em-

brace little children or to invite us 

to follow him. But more often it is 

the hand of another person. When I 

feel afraid, huddled in a corner, 

unable to move forward, it is the 

hand that reaches out to comfort 

me, remind me that I am not alone, 

or guide me toward the next step 

on my journey.  

St. Teresa of Ávila once said, 

“God has no hands but yours. . . . 

Yours are the hands with which he 

blesses all the world.” Sometimes, 

I am the one who needs the hand; 

at other times, mine is the hand 

that reaches. Friendship is an eter-

nal circle, the ceaseless reaching 

toward one another that strength-

ens us and gives us joy. “I do not 

call you servants,” Jesus said, “but 

I have called you friends.” Aston-

ishing.” 

Bass, Diana Butler. Freeing Jesus 

(p. 14 -18).  

As adults we find friendship to be 

risky, but then it is the risk of a 

shared journey. Better to go to-

gether than alone. The story of the 

New Testament is that the risk of 

friendship is the risk that frees us 

from fear and reshapes our lives—

it is better to go together than to go 

alone. Jesus befriends us, opening 

our hearts to genuine love and the 

capacity to forgive each other, wel-

come all, and act justly in the 

world. Friendship with Jesus may 

begin on the playground, in the 

Sunday school class, while playing 

in the woods, or pretty much any-

where, but it becomes an adven-

ture, a journey, as the relationship 

grows and changes over a lifetime. 

So it is with God in Jesus Christ.  
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This past summer has seen your 
Capital Campaign Gifts being 
put to work on much needed re-
pairs and replacements in Calva-
ry’s Buildings. The entire exteri-
or of the Church and Christian 
Education Building has been 
primed and painted. That in-
cludes all the wrought iron rail-
ings and fire escape. It was liter-
ally a top to bottom project, as 
illustrated by the accompanying 
photo. 

The Christian Education 
Building heating system has 
been replaced. (see photo) 
Two new energy efficient 
boilers were installed, two 
self-lubricating (maintenance 
free) pumps were installed. 
All of the plumbing in the 
boiler room was replaced as 
was the Hot Water Heater. 
This will ensure that the up-
coming heating season will 
not present us with the fre-

quent breakdowns of the older 
system and provide the Mon-
tessori School with uninterrupt-
ed occupancy during the heat-
ing season. 

There are several remaining 
projects to be addressed. In-
cluding the roof of the sanctu-
ary, interior panting of the 
sanctuary and remodeling of 
the bathrooms in the manse. 

I, like many of you, welcomed 
the news of early summer that 
promised no mask wearing and 
the success of the virus vaccine 
program. Weary of the re-
strictions and diminished social 
life, I began to think that we 
were going to come out of the 
emotional darkness of the last 
year and a half. Then came the 
surge of the so called “Delta Var-
iant” and all of the reinstatement 
of the restrictions regarding mask 
wearing, hand sanitizing, vac-
cination booster shots etc..  

The light at the end of the tunnel 
has become smaller and further 

away. Our desire for the 
“communion of the saints” is 
now being challenged again. 
As your pastor I must face the 
reality that we will not be out 
of this by Halloween, Christ-
mas, Easter or 2022. Depress-
ing thought, I know. Some 
changes in worship and ser-
vice need serious considera-
tion and prayer. We, pastor 
and Congregation, may be 
asked to do various aspects of 
ministry differently. I ask you 
to continue in prayer for our 
leadership and the strength of 
your spirit and love for 
Christ. The God we worship 

has been challenged from the 
creation of the very first human 
beings to deal with resistance 
to the creative purpose and de-
sire. God has been trying to get 
back to “normal” as in the Gar-
den of Eden for a long time. 
Our hope is that the last word 
on this and every other disease 
is Jesus Christ our Lord. 

MINISTRY IN THE MIDST OF THE VIRUS  

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
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Children’s Participation In Communion  

O n the first Sunday of each 
month the children of the 

congregation (4 & 5 yr. olds, 
older and younger elementary) 
worship with the congregation at 
the morning worship service. 
You are invited to attend the 
"Table Talk" session that is de-
signed to orient parents and their 
children to meaningful participa-
tion in the Communion service. 

Preparing children to receive 
Communion may be done by 
children/parents/guardians at-
tending the "Table Talk" session, 
led by our Pastor on September 
26 at 9:30 am. Sessions provide 

interactive instruction regard-
ing the meaning and manner 
of participating in the sacra-
ment.  

At Calvary Presbyterian 
Church, we worship as a 
community. Our community 
includes children, and we 
welcome and include them all 
in worship. We encourage 
young people to worship with 
families or with caring adults 
who will help them worship 
as full members of our com-
munity. The Presbyterian 
Church recognizes how im-
portant it is for children to 

worship through the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper. 

Our constitution states  

“Baptized children who are being nur-
tured and instructed in the signifi-
cance of the invitation to the Table 
and the meaning of their response are 
invited to receive the Lord’s Supper, 
recognizing that their understanding 
of participation will vary according to 
their maturity” .  

Contact the Church Office to reg-
ister your child for this event. 

 

Sunday, October 3 

Blessing of the Animals  

Everyone is invited to bring their ani-

mals to Calvary on Sunday, October 3 at 

1:00 p.m. and have them receive the 

blessing of God. All the while we 

acknowledge as we bless these animals 

they bless us everyday with their loyalty, 

affection and joy. They love us and we 

love them and in doing so God’s good-

ness fills each and everyday! 
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Our deep gratitude for our Music 
Director, her husband and Nancy 
Ebeling for carrying our worship 
for the last year with their voices 
and music. Olga is now in the 
process of bringing the choir 
back to worship after a year of 
absence. In doing so we will be 
honoring the memory of those 
who have changed addresses and 
those who now rest in the arms 
of their Lord.  

It is an opportunity to pick up the 
baton, the handbells, of those 
who have left us and run the race 
that is before us. Choir rehearsal 
will resume on Thursday, Sep-
tember 9 at 7:00 pm. Please con-
tact the Music Director if you are 
unable to attend. 

CHOIR COME BACK  



 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2022  
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This year’s Confirmation Class is 
scheduled to begin on  Tuesday 
September 28 and continues until 
Easter Sunday April 17. Please call 
the office if you have not already 
registered. We will begin with an 
online class at 7:00 pm and meet 
approximately twice a month. 
 
So what exactly is confirma-
tion?  Well, the short answer to that 
question is that it is simply a period 
of intentional reflection that usually 
takes place at some point during the 
teenage years. 

The church’s desire to take this 
time with our kids is based on three 
things: 

Our baptismal promise to nurture 
the faith of our children 
 
The understanding that God is at 
work in the world, including in our 
children, and we have beautiful and 
necessary things to teach each other 

The particular opportunities and 
challenges that come with adoles-
cence 

Confirmation is about questions 

 

 A life of faith is one in which we 
wrestle with big questions, includ-
ing questions of who we are, who 
God is, and how the two intersect 
and exist in, and with, each oth-
er.  Reflection is necessary through-
out our life as we deal with this 
foundational search for meaning. 

 

Towards a reflective life 

 

For some the confirmation process 
will lead to a decision to join with 
the church as an active member, but 
as strange as it may seem, this isn’t 
really the point. 

The point is to let questions be spo-
ken and let our kids, with the help 
of sacred text, tradition, creation 
and other voices, decide how they 
are being led at this point.  While 
some may decide to become mem-
bers, others will decide that this is 
not the right time, or that they need 
to look elsewhere for what they 
need.  

Really, the desired outcome is that 
we might come to see more deeply 
the need for an intentional, reflec-
tive life throughout our years—a 
life well lived. You see, the search 
for meaning does not go away as 
we grow.  We need tools and prac-
tices that will help us as we make 
our way through life.  Some will 
find these things needs fulfilled 
with the community at Calvary, but 
to equip our kids to pay deep atten-
tion and reflect as they go on life’s 
way is even more important. 

As an adolescent this search for 
meaning is particularly power-
ful.  This time of growth and possi-
bility brims with many important 
questions, including these:  Where 
am I going? What is the world 
about? How do I know what to do 
with this moment and the time 
ahead of me? 

Confirmation seeks to provide the 
opportunity and enough space to be 
able to ask these questions of God, 
of ourselves, of each other and of 
the church.  
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Briefly Noted 

Worship Time Change  

A reminder that the worship ser-
vice starting time returns to 10:30 
a.m. beginning on Sunday, Sep-
tember 12, 2021. 

Sympathy  

Our sympathy is extended to the 
Newick family upon the death of 
Helen Newick who passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, June 
19. A memorial service will be 
scheduled at a future date. 

Our sympathy is extended to the 
Ahlert family upon the death of 
Roy Ahlert who died peacefully 
at his home on Wednesday, Au-
gust 25. Services will be held 
privately with family members. 

Birth Announcement  

Michele and Bob Newhouse are 
proud to announce the birth of 
their 10th grandchild. Liddie 
Michele Trachsel was born on 
May 23 weighing 7 pounds 4 
ounces, and measuring 19 3/4 
inches. Liddie’s parents are 
Becky & Steve Trachsel. Paternal  
grandparents are Betty & Roy 
Trachsel of Yorba Linda, CA. 
Liddie Michele joins her siblings  
Brendan, Lauren, and Elsie Belle 
who is now 22 months old. 

Interfaith Food Pantry 

Food donations to the Interfaith 
Food Pantry were 141 pounds for 
the month of June as reported by 
Deacon Cheryl Jewell and Elder 
Penny Sharp. Our thanks to Cher-
yl and Penny for delivering our 
donated food items to the Pantry 
each week! 

Graduating Students  

Nicholas Heusel (Michele and 
Bob Newhouse’s grandson) will 
be graduating 8th grade from 
Frelinghuysen Middle School in 
Morristown on June 21. He will 
attend Morristown High School. 

Lauren Riley Trachsel (Michele 
& Bob Newhouse’s granddaugh-
ter) will be graduating from 
Poway High School in Poway, 
CA on June 18, 2021. She will be 
pursuing a political science de-

gree at Pforzheimer Honors College 
at Pace University in NYC. 

Alisa Whitmore had 2 graduations 
because they did not have one last 
year due to Covid-19. She received 
her Bachelors degree (2020) and 
then she got her Masters degree in 
Education this year (2021) from 
Fairleigh Dickinson University. 
Alisa was chosen as the “pinnacle” 
student for her 2020 class and spoke 
at the graduation on May 19. She 
plans to teach high school math 
and/or physics. 

Allison Romanski graduated May 
2021 from University of San Diego 
with a Masters of Education, Cur-
riculum and Instruction (with em-
phasis in English and Special Edu-
cation). She plans to return to New 
Jersey this summer and start her 
teaching career in a Bergen county 
high school this fall, where she will 
be teaching English in small class 
instruction to all four grade levels. 

Courtney Krueger (Russ & Marie 
White’s granddaughter) graduated 
from George Mason University in 
Virginia and will be pursuing her 
career as 1st grade teacher.  

September Birthdays 

Ibtissam Moussa  4 
Christopher Plummer 6 
Janet Johannessen 7 
Eleanor Ackerman 8 
Rob Atchison  10 
Laura Romanski  10 
Richard Himics  16 
Jene Hopping  17 
Melissa Merkel  17 
Barbara Garing  19 
Paula Romanski  24 
Akkad Moussa  26 
Liz Dennison  27 
Carolyn Rose Allen 29 
Thomas John Allen 29 
Jordan Busumbru  30 
Dorothy Reutlinger  30 

September Anniversaries 

Kurt & Nancy Sander 3 
Gus & Sam Moussa  9 
Matt & Carol Allen 16 
Barry & Nancy Lack 22 
Tom & Patricia Nash 27 
John & Sandy Wright 27 

 

LECTIONARY FOR  

SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

Sept 5 
(15th Sunday after Pentecost) 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
 and Psalm 125 

Isaiah 35:4-7a and Psalm 146 
James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 

 

Sept 12 
(16th Sunday after Pentecost) 

Proverbs 1:20-33 and Psalm 19 
Isaiah 50:4-9a and  

Psalm 116:1-9 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 

 

Sept 19 

(17th Sunday after Pentecost) 

Proverbs 31:10-31 and Psalm 1 
Jeremiah 11:18-20 and  

Psalm 54 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

Mark 9:30-37 

 

Sept 26 

(18th Sunday after Pentecost) 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22  
and Psalm 124 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
and Psalm 19:7-14 

James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 
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Helen Frances Welch Newick 

 

15 February 1922 — 19 June 2021 
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 HOME COMING REUNION 

SUNDAY, SEPT 12, 2021 

10:30 Worship—11:30 Outdoor Lunch 

A Covid Reunion Time 
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