
 

 

event in our life, which I personally 
can barely remember. Instead, I recall 
that one Sunday morning, as I was 
marked with water “in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,” I 
was marked. In the Presbyterian bap-
tismal liturgy, we tell the newly bap-
tized that they are “sealed by the Holy 
Spirit in baptism and marked as 
Christ’s own forever.” Galatians tells 
us that we are clothed in Christ in 
baptism (Gal 3:27), clothed in the 
Beloved Son in whom the Father is 
well pleased. 

As Christians, we wake each morning 
as those who are baptized. We are 
united with Christ and the approval of 
the Father is spoken over us. We are 
marked from our first waking moment 
by an identity that is given to us by 
grace: an identity that is deeper and 
more real than any other identity we 
will don that day. My wet fingers 
dipped in the baptismal font remind 
me that everything I do in the litur-
gy—all the confessing and singing, 
kneeling and peace passing, distrac-
tion, boredom, ecstasy, devotion—is a 
response to God’s work and God’s 
initiation. And before we begin the 
liturgies of our day—the cooking, 
sitting in traffic, emailing, accom-
plishing, working, resting—we begin 
beloved. My works and worship don’t 
earn a thing. Instead, they flow from 
God’s love, gift, and work on my be-
half. I am not primarily defined by 
my abilities or marital status or how I 
vote or my successes or failures or 
fame or obscurity, but as one who is 
sealed in the Holy Spirit, hidden in 
Christ, and beloved by the Father. My 
naked self is one who is baptized. 
This reality seeps out of my soul 
quickly. Days can pass in a bluster of 
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The Very Beginning of the Day  —  Pasto r Ron de  Groot 

T he writer Tish Harrison, re-
calls in her book Liturgy of the 

Ordinary “I wake slowly. Even 
when the day demands I rally 
quickly—when my kids leap on 
top of me with sharp elbows or my 
alarm blares—I lie still for the first 
few seconds of the day, stunned, 
orienting, thoughts dulled. Then 
comes, slowly, the dawning of 
plans to make and goals for the 
day. But in those first delicate sec-
onds, the bleary-eyed pause of 
waking, before the tasks begin, 
before I get on my game, I’m 
greeted again with the truth of who 
I am in my most basic self. ….I 
long for just a few more minutes of 
sleep. But it’s not just sleep I’m 
greedy for—it’s that in-between 
place, liminal consciousness, 
where I’m cozy, not quite alert to 
the demands that await me. I don’t 
want to face the warring, big and 
small, that lies ahead of me today. 
I don’t want to don an identity yet. 
I want to stay in the womb of my 
covers a little longer.” 

In those waking moments before 
we “get our game on” what is the 
“basic truth of who I am”. Accord-
ing to Lutheran theologian Martin 
Marty, Lutherans are taught to 
begin each day, first thing, by 
making the sign of the cross as a 
token of their baptism. Dorothy 
Bass explains this practice: “For all 
Christians, baptism embodies re-
lease from yesterday’s sin and re-
ceipt of tomorrow’s promise: go-
ing under the water, the old self is 
buried in the death of Christ; rising 
from the water the self is new, 
joined to the resurrected Christ.” 
Martin Luther charged each mem-

ber of his community to regard 
baptism “as the daily garment 
which he is to wear all the time.” 

In many liturgical churches baptis-
mal fonts are situated at the back 
of the sanctuary (it is somewhat 
unfortunate that Calvary has three 
ways to enter the sanctuary up to 
the balcony (above it all), in the 
side door and through the back of 
the sanctuary) With a singular en-
trance people walk into church to 
worship, they pass by the baptis-
mal font. This symbolizes how 
baptism is the entrance into the 
people of God. It reminds us that 
before we begin to worship—
before we even sit down in 
church—we are marked as people 
who belong to Jesus by grace 
alone, swept up into good news, 
which we received as a gift from 
God and from believers who went 
before us.  

We enter each new day as we enter 
the sanctuary, by remembering our 
baptism. Each morning Marty 
crosses himself—what he calls his 
“non-verbal prayer.” He remem-
bers again that he is forgiven for 
all that has come before and that 
there will be grace enough for all 
that lies ahead. 

As worshipers enter the sanctuary 
and pass the font, they dip their 
fingers in it and make the sign of 
the cross. They do this as an act of 
recollection—remembering their 
own baptism and recalling that 
they are loved and approved of 
because of Jesus’ work.  

By “remembering our baptism,” 
We do not mean that we must liter-
ally recall historic details of an 
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Being Compassionate: A Gentle Reminder  

tively low. Since the money re-
ceived in these envelopes is the 
only money ear-marked for 
emergency assistance, the Dea-
cons prayerfully ask that each 
church member consider greater 
use of the Communion enve-
lopes. 
  

Included in the church pledge 
envelopes is an envelope marked 
COMMUNION ENVELOPE. 
There is no explanation or in-
structions as to it’s purpose or 
use, and many parishioners do 
not know what that special offer-
ing is used for. The money col-
lected in the Communion enve-
lopes is strictly designated for 
assistance to members of the 
congregation and others in need 
of spiritual or financial support. 
It is used to provide food, assist 
in paying bills, pay rent or give 
other financial assistance. The 
percentage of parishioners using 
the Communion envelope is rela-

October 2, 2022 is World Com-
munion Sunday when Christians 
around the world celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper as one corporate 
body. The first Sunday in Octo-
ber has traditionally been desig-
nated as World Communion 
Sunday; the day that Presbyteri-
an Churches become aware of 
peacemaking. As we celebrate 

this simple meal with other 
Christians, we are reminded 
that Christ is our peace, the 
one who broke down barriers 
and united us all. Christ brings 
us together to make us one 
family on World Communion 
Sunday. 

Peacemaking offering enve-
lopes are available in the sanc-
tuary entrances and the link. 
Your gifts will be received 
throughout the month of Octo-
ber. The Peacemaking Offer-
ing supports a variety of 
peacemaking efforts at all lev-
els within our denomination. 

•  25% retained by congre-

gations 

•  25% is used by presbyter-

ies and synods 

•  50% is allocated to Gen-

eral Assembly ministries 

A peacemaking offering can be 
made by scanning the QR code 
provided. Thank you for your 
support of God’s work through 
this special offering.  

 

Peacemaking Offering—Janet Johannessen 

Very Beginning of the day continued 

busyness, impatience, and distrac-
tion. I work to build my own bless-
edness, to strive for a self-made 
belovedness. But each morning in 
those first tender moments—in 
simply being God’s bleary eyed, 
sleepy beloved—I again receive 
grace, life, and faith as a gift.  

Each morning as a child my 
mother would rouse us with the 
psalmist’s “this is the day that 
the Lord has made, let us rejoice 
and be glad in it!”. I’m wonder-
ing if I can regain the meaning of 
those words with the “non verbal 
prayer” of crossing my self and 

remembering the basic truth 
of who I am. “Jesus loves 
me,… I am weak but he is 
strong.” 



 

 

Briefly Noted 

October Birthdays 

Chloe Plummer  5 

Carol DeProspo  8 

Jack Manning  8 

Kenneth Daugherty 11 

Sydney Abam  13 

Alexander Lanza  13 

Michael Lanza  13 

Elizabeth Allen  14 

Janet Wollmann  16 

Ryan Huang  18 

Cassie Merkel  18 

Jack Garing  23 

Peter Garing  23 

Connie Williams  24 

 
October Anniversaries 

Tony & Carol DeProspo          2 

David & Judith Tappen          2 

Michael & Nancy DiGiuseppe   9 

Chris & Rebecca Tate        10 

Steve & Laura Dierbach        23 

Blake & Connie Williams         29 

Joe & Heather Russo        31 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

All crocheters and knitters are 
invited to join the Florham Park 
Prayer Shawl Ministry, which 
meets on Tuesdays from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. at The Florham Park 
Senior Center. Over the centu-
ries, shawls have come to sym-
bolize shelter, peace, and spiritu-
al sustenance. Today, knitters 
and crocheters of all faiths are 
creating handmade shawls for 
people in need, as gifts of com-
fort, hope and peace. Ques-
tions?  Contact Pat Schwartz 
(973.377.0156) or Kathy Memoli 
(973.377.7611).   

OCT. 2 

(17th Sunday after Pentecost) 

Semicontinuous: 

Lamentations 1:1-6 and  

Lamentations 3:19-26 or 

Psalm 137 

Complementary: 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 and 

Psalm 37:1-9 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10 

 

OCT 9 

(18th Sunday after Pentecost) 

Semicontinuous: 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 and  

Psalm 66:1-12 

Complementary: 

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c and 

Psalm 111 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 

 

OCT 16 

(19th Sunday after Pentecost) 

Semicontinuous: 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 and  

Psalm 119:97-104 

Complementary: 

Genesis 32:22-31 and 

Psalm 121 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

Luke 18:1-8 
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Operation Christmas Child  

It is only October, but already 
the Monday Christ Care Group is 
making plans for Calvary’s par-
ticipation in Operation Christmas 
Child. This year the Deacons 
will be assisting. 

This program involves filling 
shoeboxes with small toys, 
school supplies and good groom-

ing items to send to needy 
children around the world for 
Christmas.  

The Monday Christ Care 
Group invites you to start col-
lecting your shoe boxes and 
small gifts now. 2022 will be 
Calvary’s 20th year of partici-
pation in this worthwhile mis-
sion project. You must supply 
your own shoeboxes and col-
lection will take place in No-

vember. Please contact Shirley 
Mauzy at 973-822-1640 or Pen-
ny Sharp at 973-822-1554 for 
additional information. 

  

 

OCT 23 

(20th Sunday after Pentecost) 

Semicontinuous: 

Joel 2:23-32 and  

Psalm 65 

Complementary: 

Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 and 

Psalm 84:1-7 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 

 

OCT 30 

(All Saints Sunday) 

Semicontinuous: 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 and  

Psalm 119:137-144 

Complementary: 

Isaiah 1:10-18 and 

Psalm 32:1-7 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

Luke 19:1-10 

Lectionary for OCTOBER 2022  



 

 

SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 2 

1 pm 



 

 

All are invited to a “Blessing of the Animals Service” on Sunday October 2
nd

 at 

1pm outside at the entrance by the oval. This is a celebration of all God’s creatures 

great and small. Calvary welcomes all of our animal friends to receive a personal 

blessing from our Pastor. 

Dogs, must be on leashes. Cats and all other creatures will need to be in carriers or 
secure containers. Come and join us in honoring our animals and giving thanks for 

their lives. 

CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 2 

1 pm 



 

 

We are collecting food items for the Interfaith Food Pantry’s “Thanksgiving Program”.  

Thousands of Morris County families rely on the “Thanksgiving Bags” prepared by the 

Interfaith Food Pantry to help them celebrate a holiday meal.  Any nonperishable food 

items from this list or any other nonperishable food items can be placed in the large box 

located in the link. The office is open between 8 and 12 Monday through Friday and 

Sunday. Any donation to the Interfaith Food Pantry would be appreciated.   

 

THANKSGIVING FOOD NEEDS LIST 

 

*turkey, turkey breast, ham or large chicken 

instant mashed potatoes 

stuffing 

turkey gravy (no glass jars please) 

cranberry sauce 

canned yams or sweet potatoes 

hearty soup 

jello and pudding mixes 

canned vegetables (corn, peas, green beans) 

apple, cranberry, grape (100% fruit juice) (64oz) 

muffin or roll mix 

brownie mix or cake mix and icing 

coffee, tea, hot cocoa mix 

*fresh potatoes, yams, onions, apples & oranges 

 

*Donations of fresh foods must be brought directly to the Interfaith Food Pantry  

located in Morris Plains, NJ  (call for hours and directions 973-538-8049). 
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THE END 

Of 

SUMMER 

DIGITAL GIVING: We invite you to make 
an offering to Calvary Church digitally by 
scanning the QR code provided and following 
the prompts to the donation of your choice. 
We thank you for supporting our ministry 
with your resources. 


