October 2021
Blessing When The (our-your) World Is Ending
It seems to me that most people I talk
with have come around to acknowledging that we are not going back to
the normal of 2019. It was in that year
that most of us had no idea of how the
Corona Virus would literally change
the way we go about our daily lives.
And we are slowly coming to the realization that many of those changes
will be just that, a change. We will
remain in some state of exile that will
not be comforted with the dream of
going back to the old normal.
It is not unlike the end of our so called
free and secure life prior to September
11, 2001. I can’t put a definitive date
on it but there was a moment in the
life of the PCUSA and Calvary Presbyterian when Church changed. Some
of us have come around to acknowledging that we are not going back to
the Calvary of the 60’s and 70’s. It
feels as if that world had come to an
end.
When I reflect on some of the most
poignant and gut wrenchingly powerful moments in ministry, it often takes
me to the bedside of a dying parishioner and friend. As their life and our
relationship come to an end (til death
do us part?) and I am ready to leave
the room all that remains is for me to
lay my hand on their head and to say
“Bless you”. I must admit that when I
come to the end of a worship service
knowing that we are not going back to
the way it was in 2019 (somehow that
world came to an end, as do many of
our worlds) all I have left to give is
The Blessing. It may seem so small
and insignificant in comparison to all
the words I have to offer in the service
and at bedside but I have come to believe that it is everything.
Jan Richardson writes in fewer words
what I have come to know about how
God’s blessing continues to seek us
out wherever we find ourselves on this
day.

— P a s t o r R o n de G ro o t

Blessing When the World Is Ending
“The sun will be darkened . . .
and the powers in the heavens
will be shaken.” —Mark 13:24–25

Look, the world
is always ending
somewhere.
Somewhere
the sun has come
crashing down.
Somewhere
it has gone
completely dark.
Somewhere
it has ended
with the gun,
the knife,
the fist.
Somewhere
it has ended
with the slammed door,
the shattered hope.
Somewhere
it has ended
with the utter quiet
that follows the news
from the phone,
the television,
the hospital room.
Somewhere
it has ended
with a tenderness
that will break
your heart.
But, listen,
this blessing
means to be anything

but morose.
It has not come
to cause despair.
It is here
simply because
there is nothing
a blessing is better suited for
than an ending,
nothing that cries out more
for a blessing
than when a world
is falling apart.
This blessing
will not fix you,
will not mend you,
will not give you
false comfort;
it will not talk to you
about one door opening
when another one closes.
It will simply
sit itself beside you
among the shards and
gently turn your face
toward the direction
from which the light will come,
gathering itself
about you
as the world begins
again.
Circle of Grace:

A Book of Blessings for the Seasons
Jan Richardson

Being Compassionate: A Gentle Reminder
Included in the church pledge
envelopes is an envelope marked
COMMUNION ENVELOPE.
There is no explanation or instructions as to it’s purpose or
use, and many parishioners do
not know what that special offering is used for. The money collected in the Communion envelopes is strictly designated for
assistance to members of the
congregation and others in need
of spiritual or financial support.

It is used to provide food, assist
in paying bills, pay rent or give
other financial assistance. The
percentage of parishioners using
the Communion envelope is relatively low. Since the money received in these envelopes is the
only money ear-marked for
emergency assistance, the Deacons prayerfully ask that each
church member consider greater
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use of the Communion envelopes.

Peacemaking Offering— Janet Johannessen
an Churches become aware of
peacemaking. As we celebrate
this simple meal with other
Christians, we are reminded
that Christ is our peace, the
one who broke down barriers
and united us all. Christ brings
us together to make us one
family on World Communion
Sunday.
October 3, 2021 is World Communion Sunday when Christians
around the world celebrate the
Lord’s Supper as one corporate
body. The first Sunday in October has traditionally been designated as World Communion
Sunday; the day that Presbyteri-

Peacemaking offering envelopes are available in the sanctuary entrances and the link.
Your gifts will be received
throughout the month of October. The Peacemaking Offering supports a variety of
peacemaking efforts at all levels within our denomination.

 25% retained by congre-

gations
 25% is used by presbyteries and synods
 50% is allocated to General Assembly ministries
A peacemaking offering can be
made by scanning the QR code
provided. Thank you for your
support of God’s work through
this special offering.

Operation Christmas Child
It is only October, but already
the Monday Christ Care Group is
making plans for Calvary’s participation in Operation Christmas
Child.
This program involves filling
shoeboxes with small toys,
school supplies and good grooming items to send to needy children around the world for Christmas.
You must supply your own shoeboxes and collection will take
place in Calvary’s parking lot
immediately following worship

ry’s 20th year of participation
in this worthwhile mission project. Please contact Shirley
Mauzy at 973-822-1640 for
additional information.

on Sunday, November 14. The
Monday Christ Care Group
invites you to start collecting
your shoe boxes and small
gifts now. 2021 will be Calva-
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Treasurer’s Report —Al Clelland
The following is a statement of activities for the Endowment Fund
for the eight months ended May 31, 2021:
Balance at beginning of year
Increase in value
Advisory fees
Transfer to Operating Account
Balance at May 31,2021

$ 991,185
76,980
- 8,363
-33,000
$ 1,026,803

*It should be noted that per the Endowment Fund spending policy, 5% of the
fund can be transferred to the Operating Account of Calvary annually.

The following is a Statement of Income and Expenses for the
Operating Account for the nine months ended September 30, 2021:
Total income
Total expenses
Net loss from operations

$ 151,282
203,122
51,840

Transfer from Endowment Fund

33,000

Net loss for period

- $ 18,840

Briefly Noted
October Birthdays
Chloe Plummer
Carol DeProspo
Jack Manning
Kenneth Daugherty
Sydney Abam
Alexander Lanza
Michael Lanza
Elizabeth Allen
Janet Wollmann
Ryan Huang
Cassie Merkel
Jack Garing
Peter Garing
Connie Williams
Virginia Hahn

Calvary Card Ministry
5
8
8
11
13
13
13
14
16
18
18
23
23
24
29

October Anniversaries
Tony & Carol DeProspo
David & Judith Tappen
Robert & Carol Lang
Chris & Rebecca Tate
Steve & Laura Dierbach
Blake & Connie Williams
Joe & Heather Russo

2
2
10
10
23
29
31

Please consider sending a greeting card to the following Calvary
members:
Dot Reutlinger c/o
Sunrise of Madison
215 Madison Ave., Rm. 220
Madison, NJ 07940
Michelle Fehrenbacher
182 Little Mexico Road
Saylorsburg, PA 18353
For more information on the
Card Ministry at Calvary please
contact Michele Newhouse at
973-377-1897.

Interfaith Food Pantry
Deacon Cheryl Jewell reported
that 82 pounds of food were donated and delivered to the Interfaith Food Pantry from July 15 –
September 24.

LECTIONARY FOR OCTOBER 2021

OCT. 3
(19 Sunday after Pentecost)
th

Job 1:1; 2:1-10 and Psalm 26
Genesis 2:18-24 and Psalm 8
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16
OCT 10
(20th Sunday after Pentecost)
Job 23: 1-9, 16-17 and Psalm 22:1-15
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 and Psalm 90:12-17
Hebrews 4:12-16; 2:5-12
Mark 10:17-31
OCT 17
(21 Sunday after Pentecost)
st

Job 38:1-7(34-41), 16-17 and
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c
Isaiah 53:4-12 and Psalm 91:9-16
Hebrews 5:1-10; 2:5-12
Mark 10:35-45
OCT 24
(22 Sunday after Pentecost)
nd

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 and
Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22)
Jeremiah 31:7-9 and Psalm 126
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 10:46-52
OCT 31
(23rd Sunday after Pentecost)
Ruth 1:1-18 and Psalm 146
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 and Psalm 119:1-8
Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 12:28-34

The Blessing of the Animals
2021
Photos by N. Mantone

Bible
Presentations
Third Grade
Photos by N a n c y D i G i u s e p p e
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Calvary Presbyterian Church
144 Ridgedale Avenue
Phone: 973-377-4837
Fax: 973-377-3204
E-mail: calpresfp@verizon.net
Website: calvarytodaylive.org

THE END
Of
SUMMER
DIGITAL GIVING: We invite you to
make an offering to Calvary Church
digitally by scanning the QR code
provided and following the prompts
to the donation of your choice. We
thank you for supporting our ministry
with your resources.

Calvary Presbyterian Church, 144 Ridgedale Avenue, Florham Park, New Jersey 07932
Pastor Ronald J. de Groot

Website: calvarytodaylive.org

Church Office phone: 973-377-4837 ; fax: 973-377-3204

