
Prayers of, for and by The People: -Pastor Ron de Groot 

In our worship we have the opportuni-
ty to gather up our hearts and hopes 
and in the “Prayers of the People” we 
lay them in faith before our Lord. This 
is often labeled as “intercession”. 

Intercession is the practice of com-
ing before God in openness and 
honesty, during which we name our 
tenderest human need and our 
deepest hope for change and trans-
formation, in the expectation that 
God will confer a blessing.  

I wonder how often these prayers 
touch our hearts on any given Sun-
day? It almost seems that we have to 
listen with what saint Paul calls the 
“eyes of our heart” or better “the ears 
of our heart”.  

In how many place would you find 
your heart in this Eastertide Prayers of 
the People? 

Christ of the empty tomb, who in 
your glorious resurrection appeared to 
your disciples locked away in fear, 
come among us and breathe your re-
newing Spirit. Where we are locked 
up by our fears, come and show us 

your gentle strength. When we are 
bound by anxiety, come and show 
us your abundant patience. In the 
places we are locked behind old 
hurts, come and help us find the 
freedom to love again. Make us 
ready to welcome the peace you 
bring, ready to extend the for-
giveness you share, and ready to 
go where you send us. 

Christ of wounds, whose hands 
and side revealed the scars of 
death, lead us by your Spirit into 
the promise of life. Hold in your 
hands those dear to us who are at 
the edge of death and those strug-
gling with poor health. Wrap your 
mercy around our loved ones who 
have recently died, and their fami-
lies and friends. Comfort our 
brothers and sisters in places 
around the world where the 
wounds of death are all too famil-
iar: the people of Ukraine and Rus-
sia.  

Christ of the cross, by whose 
wounds we are healed, make your 
mercy known in the places in need 

of healing that are as close as our own 
hearts, our own families, our own com-
munity. And make that same mercy 
known in the places in need of healing 
that are farther away: places broken by 
violence, places torn by fear, and plac-
es suffering from loss of life. Through 
your Holy Spirit, reveal the power of 
your resurrection and the promise of 
life in the very midst of the scars of 
death. 

Christ of doubting Thomas, who 
wanted to see and to touch the marks 
of the nails, give us courage to live as 
your disciples. Give us the desire to 
question and to ask and to seek; save 
us from complacency in our faith that 
no longer seeks you with our whole 
heart. In the power of your Spirit, draw 
near to those who long for faith. Come 
close to all of us who yearn for the as-
surance of your presence. Walk beside 
all who need your nearness now more 
than ever. Pour out your grace to 
strengthen your church throughout the 
world. Inspire us to seek our risen Lord 
among the wounded places of this 
world, that finding you there we may 
ourselves be renewed and that touching 
the wounds we too may be reborn into 
the resurrection life. 

- Wells & Kocher,  

Prayers of the People 
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PENTECOST JUNE 5 2022  

tongues of fire), breaking in to my 
life dramatically?  

A group of early Christians were 
caught by the mob and accused of 
“turning the world upside down”; 
there's always the danger of course 
that the Holy Spirit, if given free 
rein to "Break me, melt me, mold 
me, fill me", might do that to me, 
or cause me to do it myself.  

 

 

.  

Melt me: in my own life have I 
an area where my heart is hard-
ened against someone: a situa-
tion where I have given up hope 
of improving the relationship, 
where only by receiving love can 
my heart he softened to begin 
again to show love?  

Mold me: as the potter shapes 
each individual pot, so the Spirit 
can mold me to become a vessel 
of greater use as a water-carrier, 
where the water is the water of 
life to other people.  

Fill me: without Him I can do 
nothing. What do I want God to 
pour into me - in what ways am I 
hungry or thirsty, this year at 
Pentecost, or even just today? 
Love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, gentleness or 
self-control, these are the fruit 
the Spirit has to offer me: what 
shall I choose today?  

Jesus promised that the Paraclete 
would come to us - the Advo-
cate, the Comforter, the Interces-
sor, the Counsellor, the Protec-
tor; the One who would bring us 
into all truth, and remind us of 
all that Jesus has said. Which of 
these words best meets my 
needs, my desires today?  

Spirit of the living God, fall 
afresh on me: falling "as the gen-
tle rain from heaven", making 
what has dried up green again? 
Or falling as a thunderbolt (or 

“Spirit of the living God, fall 
afresh on me. Spirit of the 
living God, fall afresh on me.  

Break me, melt me, mold me, 
fill me. Spirit of the living 
God, fall afresh on me.  

How many times have you 
prayed these words, at Pente-
cost or at moments of im-
portance in your life? We rec-
ognize that “without Him we 
can do nothing" and that we 
have to look for and welcome 
the Spirit of God not only into 
our hearts and minds, but also 
into our wills and actions.  

The third line makes some 
very uncomfortable sugges-
tions as to what the Spirit 
might do to us; it's easy to 
gloss over them when we sing 
the verse  

Break me: the bread is broken 
in the Eucharist Christ was 
broken on the cross. How am 
I to be broken for God? Bro-
ken open? Can the walls built 
to protect from pain or from 
the demands of others be 
shattered by something like 
the news of the Ukraine? Can 
the Spirit use even such a 
tragedy to make me of use to 
others, nearer at home, per-
haps in helping them to ex-
plore their own shock and 
grief?  

CONFIRMATION: Sunday June 5  

It is the Holy Spirit that creates 
faith in the hearts of all of us. It 
is a spirit that is at work in the 
worship and work of Calvary 
and its members. 

Our children are baptized into 
the faith community that com-
municates the love of God to 
them.  

The evidence of the power of 
that living faith will be seen by 

our fellowship when Alexa 
Vitale, Aiden Plummer and 
Christopher Smith are con-
firmed on Pentecost Sunday.  

It is a service that proclaims 
that the life and love of Jesus 
continues to move among us. 

We anticipate a truly joyous 
celebration of the faith of 
these young people. 



Contrary to what many people think, 
Easter is not a single day. It is actual-
ly a season that begins on Easter Sun-
day and continues for seven full 
weeks. This seven-week cycle is 
known historically as the Great Fifty 
Days or the Week of Weeks.  

During this time, the church cele-
brates the Lord’s resurrection, His 
appearances to the disciples after 
Easter, His post-resurrection teach-
ings, His ascension into heaven, and 
the disciples’ eager anticipation of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit on Pente-
cost. May 29th is the seventh Sunday 
in Easter.  

The following week June 5th we 
celebrate Pentecost and the wind 
and fire of the Holy Spirit. There 
will be a festival held in Fellow-
ship Hall immediately following 
the morning worship service. We 
will enjoy some of our congrega-
tion’s best chili and side dishes 
that will warm your heart and 
nourish your spirit. Come prepared 
to celebrate and feast with us on 
Sunday, June 5th!  

PENTECOST FESTIVAL JUNE 5  

HEARING ASSISTANCE FOR WORSHIP  

There are a number of our mem-
bers and friends who have vary-
ing degrees of hearing impair-
ments (including our pastor).  

We currently have a 35 year old 
system designed to assist those 
who worship with hearing loss. 
It is no longer operative and the 
technology is significantly dated. 

We will be experimenting with a 
system that will provide a signif-

icantly better experience for 
those with hearing impair-
ments. 

Palm sized receivers with 
compact ear pieces will be 
available prior to worship. 
Instructions for usage will be 
printed on a 3x5 card. 

Our current plan is to have 
this available starting on Sun-
day  May 8th.  

Moving Forward After Two Years of Restrictions  

With the dawn of Spring and the 
celebration of Easter, it seems as if 
the life of Calvary Presbyterian is 
emerging from a two year lock 
down in the tomb. 

Our worship services have seen the 
return of the passing of the peace, 
the passing of the offering plate, 
communion with intinction, 
(optional) congregational singing 
with out masks, fellowship hour 
after worship and an increase in 
those attending in person. 

We are anticipating the return of 
infant and toddler childcare during 
worship. There will be baptisms, 
confirmation, weddings, and festi-

vals to look forward to in the com-
ing months. 

This newsletter will return to regu-
lar publishing schedule with the 
increase in activity in Calvary's 
ministry. 

This is also a time to pause and 
thank  those who have faithfully 
served us during the pandemic. 
Olga, our Music Director, has con-
tinued to serve with music for wor-
ship, and  gathering a choir with 
new members. Jack Garing, Alex 
Tate and Sue Apgar have been 
faithfully bringing live stream pro-
ductions to those who are unable to 
attend our services. 

Warren Mauzy has faithfully pro-
vided a welcoming greeting to 
those who have returned to wor-
ship. We also have a small but 
faithful group of ushers, lectors 
and  worship assistants. The fel-
lowship hour has been restored 
through the efforts of Cheryl Jew-
ell and others. 

Going forward we will need more 
support in all of these areas. Op-
portunities for service will be pub-
lished soon. We hope many of you 
will support the emerging ministry 
in the months to come. 
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Calvary Card Ministry 

Please consider sending a greet-
ing card to the following Calvary 
members: 

Michelle Fehrenbacher 
182 Little Mexico Road 
Saylorsburg, PA 18353 

Peggy Walk 
201 School St., Apt. 205 
Harford, PA 18823 

For more information on the 
Card Ministry at Calvary please 
contact Deacon Michele 
Newhouse at 973-377-1897. 

Thank You 

I want to thank everyone for 
their kind thoughts while I was 
laid up after my fall and hip op-
eration. I am now on the road to 
recovery.—Russ White 

 

May Birthdays 

Jessica Cox  3 

Lauren Eberle 3 

Kimberly Jensen 5 

Aria Abam 8 

Justin Abate 9 

Laura Holly-Dierbach 11 

Chet Lloyd 14 

Jenna Ciasullo 21 

Peggy Atchison 22 

Steve Smith 22 

Kristin Vitale 22 

Ebla Moussa 26 

 
May Anniversaries 

Brenda Brown & Herb Dougherty 2 

Jonathan & Lindsay Novalis  7 

Emil & Arline Ruban 18 

 

Graduating Students 

Are you graduating this 
Spring? Please contact Rebec-
ca at the church office: 973-
377-4837 or e-mail: cal-
presfp@verizon.net with your 
name, where you are graduat-
ing from, and your future 
plans. We look forward to 
celebrating your achievements 
in the June Clarion. Please 
note that your information 
must be received by Monday, 
May 23rd in order to be in-
cluded in the June issue. 

Summer Office Hours 

The church office will be 
closed on Mondays from Me-
morial Day through Labor 
Day. Office hours will be 
Tuesday through Friday from 
8:00AM.—NOON. 

Soup Kitchen Update 

Due to the pandemic, we have 
not been able to serve in per-
son at nourish.NJ (Morristown 
Soup Kitchen). In lieu of 
providing milk and bread, we 
are now providing take-home 
breakfast bags with a com-
plete non-perishable break-
fast. Calvary is providing 
$200.00 toward the purchase 
of these breakfast items.  

If anyone would like to help 
with this mission, please send 
a check made out to Calvary 
Presbyterian Church with 
“Soup Kitchen” in the memo. 

Any questions please contact 
Janet Wollmann at 973-886-
4115. Thank you. 

Sympathy 

Our sympathy is extended to 
the McDonald family upon 
the death of Robert McDonald 
on April 6, 2022. 

 

Lectionary for May 2022 

May 1 (3rd Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 9:1-6 (7-20) and Psalm 30 or 
Isaiah 61:1-3 and Psalm 90:13-17 
Revelation 5:11-14  
John 21:1-19 

May 8 (4th Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 9:36-43 and Psalm 23 or  
Isaiah 53:1-6 and Psalm 114 
Revelation 7:9-17  
John 10:22-30 

May 15 (5th Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 11:1-18 and Psalm 148 or  
Leviticus 19:9-18 and Psalm 24:1-6 
Revelation 21:1-6  
John 13:31-35 

May 22 (6th Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 16:9-15 and Psalm 67 or  
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 and  
Psalm 109:21-31 
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5  
John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 

May 29 (7th Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 16:16-34 and Psalm 97 or  
2 Kings 2:1-15 and Psalm 2 
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
John 17:20-26 

Briefly Noted 

FINANCIAL RESULTS 

FOR THE THREE MONTHS  

ENDED MARCH 31, 2022: 

 

Income    $ 74,199 

Expenses   $ 80,217 

Endowment Transfer $ 19,000 

Net Change in Assets  +12,982 

This compares to a  +3,840  

for the same period last year 
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