
January 2023 The Good Old Days - Pastor Ron de Groot 

10 Do not say, “Why were the former 
days better than these?”  

For it is not from wisdom that you 
ask this.  

11 Wisdom is as good as an inher-
itance,  

an advantage to those who see the 
sun.  

13 Consider the work of God;  
who can make straight what he 

has made crooked?  
14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, 

and in the day of adversity consider; 
God has made the one as well as the 
other, so that mortals may not find out 
anything that will come after them.  

 
Doris and I decided to watch all the 

classic Christmas movies during the 

holidays. When I say “classic” I mean 

black and white. A Christmas Carol, It’s 

A Wonderful Life, The Bishop’s Wife 

etc.. One theme that struck me was that 

characters gained wisdom for living joy-

fully by being taken back to what had 

been in their lives and then brought for-

ward to what life could be if they would 

use that knowledge to live into the joy 

of the present. The focus was clearly on 

living in the present out of the wisdom 

gained from what they have experi-

enced since their youth. It really 

seems to capture the emotion of “if 

only I had known then what I know 

now.” It seems to be somewhat of a 

challenge to the lament and longing 

for the good old days. 

The writer of Ecclesiastes is only all 

too familiar with nostalgia’s allure. 

The Teacher’s counsel here is subtle 

but radical. Don’t ask the question 

“Why were the former days better 

than these?” he enjoins. The problem 

isn’t the answer, however; it is the 

question itself.  

It’s not wise to ask such a question 

because the question is predicated on 

a foolish assumption. The Teacher is 

not saying “Don’t ask questions!” He 

is saying that the assumption that the 

past was better is a foolish place to 

start.  

Wisdom, he reminds us, is like an 

inheritance: it is accumulated, and it 

is passed on. Wisdom is the unhur-

ried fruit of time served as a mortal. 

As such, wisdom is, pretty much by 

definition, what you lacked in “the 

former days.” Every nostalgic im-

pulse to turn back the clock is a fool-

ish willingness to sacrifice all we’ve 

learned. Here is the paradox of tem-

porality: to be is to become; to be-

come is to lose and to gain. 

 The “good old days” are only tempt-

ing when you forget how foolish 

you were. You can’t go back and 

keep the advantages you’ve 

gained. Wisdom is relinquishing 

the idea that what we have 

gained from “back in the day” 

until now came about not by a 

straight line but from a very 

crooked path of switch backs. 

Here is counsel for mortals, for 

“those who see the sun”: Look 

what God has done: that crooked 

line is one he drew with you. 

Don’t imagine that your times 

are a measure of God’s presence 

or absence, God’s blessing or 

curse. “When times are good, be 

happy” (Eccles. 7:14 NIV). And 

when the times are bad? Again, 

the counsel to contemplate: 

“consider.” Look. “God has 

made the one as well as the oth-

er.”  

Wisdom is recognizing our mor-

tality, our shared vulnerability, 

our solidarity in this sea of cal-

endars and clocks. For we mor-

tals “who see the sun,” time is no 

respecter of persons. But neither 

is God who, in every time, is as 

near as our heart (Deut. 30:14).  
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Annual Congregational Meeting February 5  

The Annual Meeting of the Con-
gregation will be held after the 
worship service on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 5. The agenda for the 
meeting includes a presentation 
of the 2022 Annual Report and 
Budget for 2023, and the Terms 
of Call for the Pastor.  

All active members of the con-
gregation are eligible to vote at 

the meeting. The meeting will 
be receiving nominations for 
the office of Elder. Members 
will have the opportunity to 
vote for the candidates pre-
sented by the Nominating 
Committee and those nomi-
nated from the floor.  

We will also hear reports 
from the Clerk of Session 

regarding membership mat-
ters. The Session is looking 
forward to your participation. 

 

What Is Per Capita Apportionment?  

amount does not consider 
children who have not been 
confirmed. That means that if 
there were three church mem-
bers in your household, the 
per capita would amount to 
$127.50. 

A notice with an envelope 
will arrive in the mail during 
the month of January. We ask 
that you take the time to read 

The per capita apportionment is 
a per member contribution that 
our congregation pays annually 
to the Newton Presbytery. It rep-
resents our share of the adminis-
trative costs of Newton Presby-
tery, the Synod of the North East 
and the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church USA. 

The contribution for 2023 is 
$42.50 per active member. This 

the notice and respond with 
your gift.  

You should note that when 
members do not respond the 
Session will need to pay that 
person’s share out of the Gen-
eral Fund. Do give this request 
your prompt consideration. 

With the upcoming annual con-
gregational meeting, the nomi-
nating committee is required to 
present a slate of nominees for 
Elders, Deacons and Audit Com-
mittee for the 2023 church year. 

During the past few years is has 
not been possible to fill the posi-
tions of Elder to serve on ses-
sion. The session has been oper-

ating with fewer than recom-
mended number of Elders, 
placing a burden on those 
serving, many of whom have 
served multiple terms. For the 
past month nominating com-
mittee members have been 
contacting individuals who 
attend church as well as those 
in the church directory and 
have had no success in re-

cruiting new Elders. This notice 
is to apprise everyone of the 
seriousness of this situation and 
possibly encourage a few 
church members to consider 
becoming an Elder. 

An Urgent Plea 



Briefly Noted 

January Birthdays 

Diane Himics  4 

Lindsay Novalis  4 

Arline Ruban  5 

Nancy DiGiuseppe  7 

Augustus Novalis  7 

Jackie Abam  8 

Beckett Novalis  11 

Emil Ruban  13 

Kevin Howard  15 

Michael Fehrenbacher  18 

Rob Guide  19 

Stephanie Marelli  20 

Amanda Plummer  22 
David Tappen  22 
Emmanuel Opoku  23 
Steven Jensen  24 

Mona Daugherty  25 

Nancy Lack  28 

 
January Anniversaries 

Steven & Barbara Smith   2 

Robert & Peggy Atchison  7 

 

LECTIONARY for January 2023 

January 1 (Epiphany of the Lord)  

Isaiah 60:1-6  

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  

Ephesians 3:1-12  

Matthew 2:1-12  

January 8 (Baptism of the Lord) 

Isaiah 42:1-9  

Psalm 29  

Acts 10:34-43  

Matthew 3:13-17  

January 15 (2nd Sunday after Epiphany)  

Isaiah 49:1-7  

Psalm 40:1-11  

1 Corinthians 1:1-9  

John 1:29-42  

January 22 (3rd Sunday after Epiphany)  

Isaiah 9:1-4  

Psalm 27:1, 4-9  

1 Corinthians 1:10-18  

Matthew 4:12-23  

January 29 (4th Sunday after Epiphany)  

Micah 6:1-8  

Psalm 15  

1 Corinthians 1:18-31  

Matthew 5:1-12  
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Thank You 

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the annual Cal-
vary Christmas gift sharing 
2022. It was a big success. 
Love and blessings for 2023 —  
from the Calvary Deacons. 

Interfaith Food Pantry 

Deacon Cheryl Jewell reports 
delivering 109 pounds of donat-
ed items to the food bank dur-
ing the month of December.  

Advent / Christmas Worship  Sanctuary 

Environment, Public Building Display, 

Bell Choir, Chancel Choir, Luminary as-

sembly, Advent Luncheon. NONE OF IT 

HAPPENS without the loving hands and 

hearts of those who gave of their time 

and talent; 

Sue Apgar 

Nancy Mantone  

Shirley Stoll  

Jack Garing 

Melissa Merkel 

John Merkel 

Chet Lloyd 

Janet Johannessen 

Nancy Ebeling 

Nancy Sander 

Dean Marelli 

Michael Marelli 

Stephanie Marelli 

Carol De Prospo 

Cheryl Jewell 

Jerri Bonosky 

Halle Cox 

Jessica Cox 

Becky Tate 

John Lanza 

Bonnie Lanza 

Candace Schaubman 

Penny Sharp 

Janet Wollmann 

Al Kellogg 

Staff 

THANKS BE TO GOD for all of you  

and those we overlooked! 



ADVENT / Christmas 2022 

Photos by N. Mantone. C. Lloyd 

 

Bell Choir Advent Season 

Choir / Strings Christmas Eve 



Christmas Eve 

Christmas Eve 



Primary Business Address 

Address Line 2 

Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

Email: someone@example.com 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 
144 Ridgedale Avenue, Florham Park NJ 07932 

Pastor: Ronald J. de Groot 
calvarytodaylive.org 

Phone: 973-377-4837 fax 973-377-3204 


