
December 2022 
ADVENT to  CHRISTMAS  -  Pastor  Ron de Groot  

For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every matter un-
der heaven. 

 -Ecclesiastes 3.1 

It was probably four or five weeks 
ago, on a cool crisp Monday after-
noon, that I decided it was time to 
gather up all of the watering hoses 
that kept everything alive during the 
heat of the summer season. It was that 
time of the year when the hoses need-
ed to be drained and neatly coiled up 
and brought into the warmth of the 
basement. The season of winter was 
upon us. In carrying out this yearly 
exercise I was reminded of some 
words from Eugene Peterson. He 
commented on the origins of the ad-
vent wreath. Noting that... 

There was a centuries-old practice 
among the Christians who lived far 
north and who learned to integrate the 
rhythms of the weather with the truths 
of our faith. They did not separate 
secular and religious—nature and 
gospel were the outside and inside of 

the same reality.  

As the days grew shorter and 
colder and it looked as though the 
sun were leaving for good, they 
brought all ordinary actions and 
daily routines to a halt. They gave 
in to the nature of winter and 
came away from their fields and 
put away their tools. They re-
moved the wheels from their carts 
and wagons, festooned them with 
greens and lights, and brought 
them indoors to hang in their 
halls. They brought the wheels 
indoors as a sign of a different 
time, a time to stop and turn in-
ward. They wooed the light and 
warmth: Christ, the light of the 
world.  

Imagine what would happen if we 
were to be as literal as our ances-
tors and remove just one tire—
say, just the right front one—from 
the family Pontiac and use this for 
our Advent wreath. Indeed, things 
would stop! Our daily routines 
would come to a halt. We would 
have the leisure to incubate. We 

could attend to the precarious preg-
nancy of the season and look after 
ourselves. 

Having to stay put, we wouldn’t be 
able to dilute our expectant hope of 
Christ born in us with a distracting 
run to town. What would it mean 
for us to deepen our expectancy in 
this way? What might we gain 
from knowing the seasons, from 
learning the wisdom of losing a 
wheel once in a while? 

While minutes, days, and years 
carve up and measure the cosmic 
time of Earth’s course around a 
dwarf star, for temporal creatures 
like us, the season is perhaps the 
most natural form of timekeeping. 
The scriptures call us to wake up! 
The first thing that ought to chal-
lenge us once we wake up is not 
where am I? but really when am I ? 
The answer to the question “When 
am I?” isn’t six o’clock or 2022; it 
is more like youth, middle age, 
chapter 3 of a life. The same is true 
collectively and communally, 
whether a marriage, an institution, 
or even a nation.  

To ask “When are we?” isn’t a 
question of counting years as much 
as discerning a season, knowing 
what to expect, remembering that, 
in every season, we revolve around 
the Son. Christ has come, Christ 
will come again. It is after all “the 
reason for the season”.  

Blessings on your awareness of 
God's presence in Christ, in Ad-
vent and Christmas, it is indeed the 
season that invites us to lose that 
right front wheel and come inside 
to reflect on the gift of “God with 
us”. 
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Year End Giving and Pledge 2023  

The calendar year is rapidly 
coming to an end which means 
closing out financial records for 
the year.  

The congregation has been faith-
ful in giving throughout the year. 
We have experienced a great 
year of ministry and service as a 
fellowship. 

It would be an inspirational end-
ing to the year if everyone con-
sidered sending in a year end gift 

of gratitude and thanksgiving. 
You may use the Christmas 
Offering envelope in your 
pledge box or simply mark a 
gift “Year End Gift”. Thank 
you for your faithfulness in 
2022! 

Just a reminder that it’s not 
too late to turn in your 2023 
pledge card. 

 

A CALL FOR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION  

The Annual Congregational 
Meeting for 2023 will take place 
on February 6. One of the im-
portant agenda items is a report 
from the Nominating Commit-
tee. 

Committee members will be 
contacting members of the Con-
gregation to fill positions on Ses-
sion as well as on Deacons and 
Auditing Committee. 

This reminder is being put forth 
in the hope that it will encourage 
people to prayerfully consider 
giving of their time and talent to 
the ongoing ministry of Calvary. 

Calvary has been blessed with a 
host of faithful servants, many 
who have served a number of 
terms on Session or on Deacons. 
New faces and new ideas help to 
maintain and encourage growth 
of the church. 

If you have a spark of interest or 
feel you are being called, please 
speak to a member of Session, 
Deacons or a member of the 
Nominating Committee. 



 

 

 

 

 

The lighting of a wreath during the season is a common feature of Advent. The Advent wreath is 

a large wreath with four candles in the wreath itself, and often with another candle in the cen-

ter. A candle is lighted the first week and an additional one each week thereafter, culminating 

in the lighting of the center one on Christmas. Ordinarily, the wreath candles are blue or purple, 

the color traditional to the season, and the center candle white. In some traditions the candle 

that is lighted on the Third Sunday of Advent is rose-colored. 

  

The origin of the Advent wreath is obscure. It apparently emanated from the Lutheran tradition, 

but it has been appropriated by almost all other traditions. A review of the origin of the wreath 

makes it clear that the candles do not represent any single event, person, or doctrine. What the 

candles do signify and communicate is the increasing crescendo of light throughout the sea-

son. The dominant natural symbol is increasing light during Advent.  

 

As Advent draws nearer to Christmas, the congregation experiences the increasing brightness 

radiated by the wreath. This is the significance of the wreath, and should not be lost by trying to 

give each candle some special meaning such as hope, joy, shepherds, angels. Let the focus be 

not on the proper meaning of the candles, but on the light generated by the candles. The tradi-

tion of lighting candles on the Advent wreath is simply a symbol, powerful though it may be, that 

intensifies the anticipation of our waiting for the One who has already come. People remember 

the action of lighting an increasing number of candles throughout the weeks of Advent. Con-

versely, the lighting of the Advent wreath often triggers memories and hopes of the season. Mu-

sic, mood, colors, signs, biblical texts are recalled, and, above all, the symbol of lighting candles 

on a wreath. The natural symbol of light is accompanied by biblical word pictures of the coming 

Savior. The act of reading or reciting our biblically based Advent hopes and of lighting a greater 

number of candles on the wreath reinforce an understanding that the increasingly bright light 

both flows from and reflects on the Word. 



Prepare the way of the Lord! 

 

Our thanks to the crew that helped prepare 
the sanctuary for advent/Christmas. we note 
especially, Sue Apgar, Nancy Mantone, Jerri 

Bonosky, Cheryl Jewell, John Lanza, Bonnie 
Lanza, Jack Garing, Shirley Stoll and Jesse 
Stoll. 



Briefly Noted 

THANK YOU 

The Monday Christ Care Group would 
like to thank everyone who lovingly 
prepared a shoebox for Operation 
Christmas Child. We were able to send 
88 boxes from Calvary. 
 

INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY 

Deacon Cheryl Jewell reported that 
281 pounds of food were donated and 
delivered to the Interfaith Food Pantry 
during the month of November. 
 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Sanna Brown  2 

Nancy Mantone  3 

Carole Anderson  5 

Michelle Fehrenbacher 7 

Alisa Whitmore  7 

Heidi Jensen  10 

Dean Marelli  15 

Susan Apgar  16 

Melissa Leach  20 

Brenda Brown  21 

Shirley Stoll  21 

Ellen Gude  22 

Bonnie McDonald 27 

Charles Abam  30 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Chris & Amanda Plummer  3 

Janet Johannessen & Chet Lloyd   26 

LECTIONARY for DECEMBER 2022  

December 4  
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10 and  
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13  
Matthew 3:1-12  

December 11 
3rd Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 35:1-10 and   
Psalm 146:5-10 or  
Luke 1:46b-55 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

December 18 
4th Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 7:10-16 and  
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

December 24  
Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7  
Psalm 96  
Titus 2:11-14  
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)  
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December 25  
Christmas Day 

Dawn: 
Isaiah 62:6-12 and 
Psalm 97  
Titus 3:4-7  
Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20  

Day: 
Isaiah 52:7-10  
Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)  
John 1:1-14  

January 5, Burning of the Greens 6 pm 

Sunday December the 11th  

11:30 AM 

 
We will be gathering on the 3rd Sunday of the Advent 
season for lunch after the morning worship service. 
Everyone is invited to join us for delicious home-

made soups and bread. Our advent journey will have 
reached the halfway point and we will encourage one 
another for what lies ahead with food and fellowship. 



       144 Ridgedale Avenue 

Florham Park, New Jersey 07932 

Phone: 973-377-4837 

Fax: 973-377-3204 

E-mail: calpresfp@verizon.net 

Website: calvarytodaylive.org 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 ______   Pink/Red  Poinsettia(s)      ______  White Poinsettia(s) 

 ___  In memory of  ________________________________________ 

 ___  In Gratitude for   ______________________________________ 

 ___  To the Glory of God. 

 

 My Name __________________________________________ 

 

  ____ I will take my plant after the 9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service. 

            $________ total payment enclosed (@ $12 each) 

To order a poinsettia for 
our Christmas sanctuary 
display, fill out this form 
with your dedication, and 
attach a check made paya-
ble to “Calvary Presbyteri-
an Church” (with 
“poinsettia” noted on the 
memo line), for $12 each. 
Send to the church office or 
drop it in the collection 
plate on Sunday. Payment 
must accompany request. 

Please have your order in 
by Sunday, December 11 so 
that we can process your 
request. (Two large white 
poinsettias will be dis-
played during Epiphany in 
January. If you would be 
interested in donating one 
of these, please contact the 
church office.) 

Please print: 

Print full name above 

Print full name above 

* 9:00 pm 

Traditional Worship 

Choir 

Strings 

Communion 

Candlelight Service 

Service Live Streamed 

 

* There is pre service concert 

 at 8:45 pm 


