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Question: So Pastor Ron what’s 
with the 50 days of Easter? It may 
not seem so at first but if we are 
willing to open the “eyes of our 
heart” This quote from Eugene 
Peterson speaks to me about the 
practice of resurrection. 

“I’ve always liked Billy Sunday’s 
formula for the ideal Christian life. 
Billy Sunday was the quintessen-
tial American mass evangelist. He 
crisscrossed North America one 
hundred years ago with his flam-
boyant revival showmanship, 
which attracted enormous crowds. 
He was an ex–baseball player, and 
he used his pulpit as a pitcher’s 
mound, winding up and letting go 
of his fastball, screwball, knuckle-
ball sermons night after night in 
his huge revival tents. One of the 
features of these tents was the saw-
dust trail. The wide aisle leading 
from the entrance of the tent down 
to the elevated pulpit from which 
Sunday preached was layered with 
a couple of inches of sawdust. It 
kept down the dust in dry times 
and moderated the mud in wet 
times. But it also marked the trail 

from row after row of folding 
chairs to the altar at the front of the 
tent, just below the pulpit. As Billy 
Sunday would wind up his sermon, 
he would give his famous “altar 
call,” calling men and women who 
had come to the tent that night to 
step out of their seats, walk down 
the sawdust trail to the altar, and, 
kneeling there, become Christians. 
“Hitting the sawdust trail” entered 
the North American vocabulary as 
a synonym for repentance and con-
version. 

I don’t know if “hitting the saw-
dust trail” was coined by Billy 
Sunday, but he was most certainly 
the one who gave it currency as a 
stock phrase in our language. His 
often-repeated formula for the ide-
al Christian life was this: “Hit the 
sawdust trail, fall on your knees, 
and receive Christ as your Sav-
ior. Then walk out of this tent 
into the street, get hit by a Mack 
truck, and go straight to heav-
en.” You must admit, I think, that 
it’s a wonderful formula for getting 
to heaven the quickest and easiest 
way. And virtually foolproof. 
There is no time to backslide, no 
temptations to bother with, no 
doubts to wrestle with, no spouse 
to have to honor, no kids to put up 
with, no enemies to love, no more 
sorrow, no more tears. Instant eter-
nity. Billy Sunday is an extreme 
case of what is more or less typical 
of the North American approach to 
these matters: Get it right, but then 
get it done as quickly as possible. 
Define your goal and then go for it, 
devising the most economical and 
efficient means. As a culture, we 
are great at beginnings. We set 
magnificent goals. But in the in-
between, we don’t have much to 
write home about. When things get 

bad enough, we just make a new 
beginning, which we are very good 
at doing. Or we set a new goal or 
“vision” or “mission statement,” as 
we call it, which temporarily dis-
tracts us from what is going on 
right around us. 

Let me paraphrase something that 
Pope John Paul II once said as he 
addressed a group of leaders from 
Third World countries: Don’t look 
at the Western nations for models 
in your development. They know 
how to make things, but they 
don’t know how to live with 
them. They have acquired a mind
-boggling technology, but they’ve 
forgotten how to raise their chil-
dren. We live in a culture which 
souls are pretty much ignored in the 
rush of getting something or mak-
ing something. The formation of 
souls is a major responsibility of 
the Christian church—lives formed 
by the Holy Spirit “to the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:13). But by 
and large, it is a neglected responsi-
bility.  

We have a lot of special programs 
to take care of it, but they are al-
ways at the periphery of something 
else. There is far more attention 
being given to spiritual formation in 
the secular world of New Age spir-
ituality and psychological develop-
ment than in the church. And how-
ever laudable the attention being 
given by the teachers and guides of 
this world, they are attempting to 
do it quite apart from Jesus Christ 
or with Jesus only at the margins. 
Therefore, they are leaving out the 
biggest part, which is resurrection. 
My conviction is that the church is 
the community that God has set at 
the center of the world to keep the 
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Briefly Noted 

Margaret Walk 
201 School St., Apt. 205 
Harford, PA 18823 

For more information on the Card 
Ministry at Calvary please contact 
Michele Newhouse at 973-377-
1897. 

Thank you 

A special thank you for all the won-
derful cards and personal, comfort-
ing messages I received following 
Bob's passing from my Calvary fam-
ily. Each one gave me comfort and 
strength to pick up the pieces and 
tackle what each day required. -
God's blessings, Jerri Bonosky 

 

April Birthdays 

Calvary Card Ministry 

Please consider sending a greeting 
card to the following Calvary 
members: 

Helen Newick c/o The Oaks at 
Denville Health Care Center21 
Pocono Rd., Room 401Denville, 
NJ 07834 

Dot Reutlinger c/o 
Sunrise of Madison 
215 Madison Ave., Rm. 220 
Madison, NJ 07940 

Lectionary for April 2021  

April 1 (Maundy Thursday)  

Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10), 11-14 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

April 2 (Good Friday)  

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
Psalm 22 
Hebrews 10:16-25 or  
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 
John 18:1-19:42 

April 4 (Easter)  

Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or 
Acts 10:34-43  
John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8 
(Easter Evening) 
Isaiah 25:6-9 
Psalm 114 
1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 
Luke 24:13-49 

John Wright  1 

Michele Newhouse 4 

Aiden Plummer  6 

Luke Smith  10 

Beverly McLaughlin 12 

Thomas Wollmann 17 

Dakota Webb 18 

Matthew Allen 19 

Janet Opoku 19 

Jim Hapward 24 

Robert Lang 24  

Halle Cox 27 

Angela Abate 30 

April 11 (2nd Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 4:32-35 
Psalm 133 
1 John 1:1-2:2 
John 20:19-31  

April 18 (3rd Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4 
1 John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48 

April 25 (4th Sunday of Easter)  

Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 
1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 

world centered. One essential 
aspect of this centering is com-
monly called spiritual for-
mation—the lifelong formation 
of the life of Christ in us. It con-
sists of what goes on between the 
moment we realize and accept 
our identity as Christians and the 
time when we sit down to “the 
marriage supper of the 
Lamb” (Revelation 19:9). It deals 
with the way we live in the time 
being, the time that intervenes 
between kneeling at the altar and 
getting hit by the Mack truck.  

I take up this subject with con-
siderable urgency, not only be-
cause of the widespread seculari-
zation of spiritual formation in 
the culture around us, but also 
because the church in which I 
live and have been called to write 
and speak has become more like 
the culture in these matters than 
counter to it. The enormous in-
terest in “spirituality” these days 
is not accompanied by much, if 
any, interest in the long and intri-
cate and daily business of for-
mation in Christ—that is, the 
practice of the dispositions and 
habits of the heart that changes 
our word spirituality from a wish 
or a desire or a fantasy or a di-
version into an actual life lived 
to the glory of God. A phrase 
from a Wendell Berry poem 
gives focus to what we’re do-
ing—“practice resurrection.” 

Peterson, Eugene H.. Living the 
Resurrection: The Risen Christ in 
Everyday Life (pp. 4-5 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2Foriginals%2Fca%2F39%2F4f%2Fca394f15e74c512747a096cfc464e9f7.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F490540584401096999%2F&docid=r97Re-y5m0sIVM&tbnid=n6lRyYtIbsUq7M%3A&vet=12a
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Calvary Presbyterian Church 

c a l v a r y t o d a y l i v e . o r g  

Calvary Worship 2021 

 

Calvary Church has begun the practice of in person worship on Sundays at 

10:30 am. We will be requiring masks, social distancing in the pews and the 

use of  a hand sanitizer when entering the sanctuary. The service will also be 

broadcast live on the Calvary PCUSA channel in YouTube. The link for the 

service will be emailed weekly. You may also go to calvarytodaylive.org 

website and follow the directions on the Welcome page.  

You are invited to join us at whatever level you feel comfortable with. Let us 

keep our congregation and community in prayer during the transition period. 


