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We find ourselves launching fully into a new 

ministry year. As you’ll find throughout this edition 

of “The Vine,” it’s a season when so much is 

resuming and kicking-off. That makes this a great 

time of year to join in with us. May we together find 

great joy and God’s blessings on the road ahead! 

Wednesday evenings 

(see p. 16 for details) 

We hope you join us: meal served 
from 5:30-6:15 with ministry 

programming starting at 6:30. 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 

A look back to the month of August: 
Within the Southland family, August was another full month: (1) our Mexico mission trip, (2) the 
renovation work in the auditorium (see p. 3), (3) getting ready for our ministry programs to 
resume and, of course, (4) FLOURISH 2022 (see below). All of that is beyond the more ongoing 
“regular” ways we share life together as a church family. As always, it was a month filled with 
reminders of the many ways we find great blessing by being united together as church FAMILY. 

A specific look back at FLOURISH 2022 … 

Each year, this is a significant church FAMILY event on our 
calendar. We enjoyed a meal together (thanks to Kristie 
and her team for this part!) as well as some fun and 
fellowship (thanks to Les and Rick for their work on this 
time!). We also got to hear from some of our church family 
- Ashley (and Will) Deckard + Kira Smith + Waylon & Skye 
Doty + Charlotte Emmerton - their testimonies re: the 
blessing of church family, especially here at Southland. In 

addition to what we’ve each experienced through our connection with others here, it’s a great 
reminder of ways that we’re a part of being a blessing to others along the way. 

Of course, an important part of this gathering each year is the time spent reflecting on what’s 
been happening and looking forward to what’s ahead. This past year was a year of resuming 
more of our full ministry calendar; it certainly has been good to be back at it all. It was also a 
season of significant projects on our building and grounds: the auditorium renovation most 
noticeably, but also re-sealing the parking lot, caring for the outside of the building, etc. We took 
a bit to celebrate the good that has happened in such areas (as well as in new additions like with 
Jessica Young to our staff in a part-time role) while also acknowledging some of the challenges 
from the past year. That includes a substantial decline in our giving which we addressed (see 
page 4 for more on that). We also turned the corner toward the new ministry year and what’s 
ahead. We’re looking forward to all God has in store for us in the next several months. Without a 
doubt, there is much that happened at FLOURISH - all of it reminders of how God has been, is 
and will continue to be working in and through the Southland FAMILY! 

If you were not able to attend, we have copies of the packet from the evening available in the 
foyer along with some other supplemental materials. Those will be available throughout the 

month of September. 

Congratulations to the following young people: 

Benjamin Young (son of Dylan & Jessica)  

and to Mira Wilson (daughter of Jared & Sammie)  

who were immersed into Christ during the month of August; we 
rejoice with them in their decision to follow Jesus! 

We also want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our newest 

Southland member:   

Ashley Deckard (her husband Will is already a member) 
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What’s Happening within the Southland FAMILY: 
Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we continue to share about several key upcoming events in 
the life of the Southland family - it’s good to have them in front of the church family. While there 
is more information throughout, we want to make sure we highlight them here up front so that 
they’re not missed: 

The Launch of a New MINISTRY YEAR Launches 
Every late August/early September is an important time within the Southland FAMILY as we 
move into a new ministry year. It’s an exciting time of getting back into the swing of things. Just 
as with schools and the football season, it’s a kick-off time for us at Southland - a re-launching as 
we resume much of our normal ministry calendar after a break over the Summer.  

See various sections throughout this edition of “The Vine” for what that looks like within various 
ministries (you can also check out various dates on page 5). Overall, it’s a great time to become a 
part of what’s happening within the church family! 

As we head into this new ministry year, please make sure you’re staying tuned-in to “The Vine” 
as well as “The Southland Scoop” Facebook page for all the details about what is happening in 

the life of the Southland family! 

Sunday, October 23 - Southland’s “FAMILY Fall Fun” 
We are planning this annual autumnal opportunity to enjoy some 
relaxed and refreshing time together as a church FAMILY - a night of Fall
-themed fun for all ages. We’ll share more details in the next edition of 
“The Vine,” but for now, mark it on your calendar. 

More FAMILY Events Later in the Year 
In addition, we’re looking forward to December (don’t laugh, it will be here before you know it!) 
and our “Church FAMILY Christmas.” Part of that will involve our “Thanks-Mas” event on 
Sunday, December 4 and our C.O.P. (Children of Praise) program on December 11. 

The Auditorium Renovation ... 
If you haven’t noticed, a lot has happened over 
the past several weeks in the auditorium; what a 
blessing to be at this point in the process! There is 
still a bit to be done (e.g. we’re waiting on the 
fabric to finish covering the new sound panels in 
the southeast corner) and we do have some future 
plans with stage lighting, décor, etc. For the most 
part, though, with the arrival of the new chairs, 
the renovation is essentially done! While we paid 
for much of the work to be done, there were so 
many volunteers who participated along the way; and we are grateful. This began with those 
who painted earlier in the Summer and continued in many ways over the past few weeks (see the 
“Thank you” section of the BUILD UP page for a list of more recent volunteers). It will be great to 
see the ways that God uses this space in the coming weeks, months and years for His glory! 
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There are several technology tools we’ve come to use regularly here at Southland. For example, 
we utilize Tithe.ly (see the top of the next page), You Version “EVENTS,” RightNow Media and 
Planning Center. That’s not to mention other online communication via e-mail and Facebook - a 
general page as well as “The Southland Scoop” for sharing more within the Southland family. As 
with any technology, at its best, these are all truly valuable ways to enhance our family life 
together here at Southland. On the table in the foyer, we have some information sheets about 
these tools: how we use them here at Southland, how you can use them, etc. These will be 
available throughout the month of September. 

Scholarship Update: 
This is now the second year we have offered a scholarship in memory of 
Warren Burros, a long-time elder at Southland who passed away from 
COVID in April of 2020. His company decided to honor and reflect his 
legacy by contributing toward a scholarship fund that we would run. It’s 
exclusively designed to bless and benefit high school graduates from within 
our Southland family.  

This year, we again had two applicants/recipients: Kelsey Swadley and Liz Kilgo. Congratulations 
to both of them on receiving this scholarship award! We are certainly grateful for this 
opportunity to further Warren’s legacy as part of this church family! 

One way we invited you to participate in the renovation effort is by helping 
to purchase the chairs. As of the end of August, we had received over $9,600 
in contributions to this effort; thank you so much for you donations to this 
effort! Amidst all of the gifts for chairs (and we value the generosity behind 
all of them), one specific donation is especially noteworthy: Bob & Darlene 
Worthy, Brad’s parents, gave a special and substantial donation in his 
memory, knowing how much the Southland family meant to him. That donation along with all 
the others are so significant and appreciated. In the long run, the less we spent from our 
available funds, the more we’ll have accessible for other ongoing work in the future. 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For July and August 2022 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: July monthly tithe = $26,807 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $5,361 

40  

  August  monthly tithe = $29,964 

00 (4 Sundays)  Average weekly tithe = $7,491 

00  

  Regular tithe for this ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021) = $382,936  

00  

We started with this year’s projected budgetary need being in the $460,000 range (we ended at 

$457,000 in August of 2021) which we obviously fell far short of this year. We entered in a very healthy 

place financially and made the necessary adjustments along the way to deal with this reality. We do 
have a plan in place as we move forward, but the current trend is not sustainable. We encourage you to 

continue being in prayer about where things are and give as you are led and are able. Still, we are 

certainly grateful for your faithful giving to the work of Christ at and through Southland! 

Make sure to check out the “LIVE OUT” section (pages 21-22) for financials related to our giving to 

partners; these were shared at FLOURISH as well - though we now have the full ministry year’s giving. 
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Other specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

These are the “extra” events and activities that are happening 

in addition to all of our normal ministry programming. 

Sunday, September 11 after our ENCOUNTER time … our student ministries will be having an 

informational meeting for parents (for students of all ages, K through high school). 

Saturday, September 17 - Christian Campus House’s annual golf tournament; see page 18 

for more details and a link. 

Saturday, September 17 - The Pregnancy Care Center’s annual “Walk for Life” event; again, 

see page 18 for more details and a link. 

Sunday, September 18 from 2-4:30pm - a kids’ fun event: a movie and games (see p. 9). 

Wednesday, September 28 - the date for the 2022 “See You at the Pole” (see p. 11). 

Friday, September 30 - the first BTG meeting for this new ministry year (see p. 14). 

Wednesday, October 12 - the youth group’s annual trip to the Cornfield Maze (see p. 11). 

Wednesday, October 23 - our annual “FAMILY Fall Fun” event. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 

Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School for all kids and youth). See page 16 for details 

about what’s happening in this area - no 9:15am ministry programming on 9/4. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. 

Sunday evenings (6-8pm) … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth (see p. 

10 for more details). Group Huddle is NOT meeting on Sunday, September 4, but resumes 

normal meeting from then on. 

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE, a “GROW DEEP” ministry … 5:30 for dinner, 

6:30 for ministry programming each week - we resumed this on August 31. 

See page 16 for more details (as well as the kids’ and youth sections for 

specifics about what’s happening in those areas on Wednesday evenings). 

Thursday mornings (10am start time) … WSA - Ladies’ Bible Study (see p. 14). A new session 

began September 1. 

We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be 

accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app. Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. In addition to regular giving, this can be used for other purposes as well. We do 

ask that you cover any charges, especially when using this platform to make some type of payment. 

There is certainly no requirement to use this tool, but we are grateful to have it available. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

For the past three editions, we focused on the commitments made specifically by SCC leadership. This was 

done in conjunction with our annual process of considering new elders. In previous editions of “The Vine,” 

we identified the specific commitments made by SCC elders in their unique leadership role as well as those 

commitments made by elders and staff together. Last month, we then shared the staff commitments. It 

seems fitting for us to use this space in this edition to lay out again the members’ portion of the covenant 

(it’s especially appropriate on the heels of FLOURISH 2022). These are designed to help SCC members 

know specifically what it means to belong to the church family here. 

Member Commitments (we have not provided here the actual NT texts that serve as the basis for these 

commitments made by Southland members; see a copy of the covenant for those):  

 As members, we covenant to protect the unity of Southland by doing that which leads to building 

up one another and avoiding that which threatens to undermine the Spirit’s bond of peace.  

 As members, we covenant to support the doctrine established by the leadership, affirming it in any 

teaching capacity and choosing not to be divisive in a potential disagreement with these beliefs.  

 As members, we covenant to strive for holiness so our lifestyles appropriately represent Christ and 

Southland. 

 As members, we covenant to be faithful stewards of the resources God has graciously provided, 

regularly giving to Southland and God’s Church of my time, abilities and financial means in a way 

that is reflective of how Christ Himself gave — sacrificially, generously and willingly. 

 As members, we covenant to help create a positive culture where people are warmly welcomed and 

encouraged to discover God’s Truth, follow Jesus and be changed by His Spirit. 

 As members, we covenant to care about the health and well-being of Southland, actively doing our 

part to help bring that about (e.g. praying for the church). 

 As members, we covenant to accept the leadership God has established at Southland, including 

their responsibility to lovingly discipline when it is appropriate. 

 As a member of Southland, who desires to participate in the priorities established by the Southland 

leadership for my own growth in Christ, I join with others and covenant to be actively involved in 

the priorities of the process statement. 
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What MATTers to me … 
A few years ago, when we were especially emphasizing the theme of church as FAMILY, I picked up a book titled 
When the Church Was a Family: Recapturing Jesus’ Vision for Authentic Christian Community (I love that sub-
title!). Author Joseph Hellerman takes the imagery we see in the NT and writes about its significance. Specifically, 
he considers the implications of the church being pictured as “family.” What did it mean in the early church when, 
for many, following Jesus meant they lost earthly family ties? What does it indicate about the relationships we 
should have with one another in the church? As the sub-title suggests, he even considers what it means for us to 
live out this reality in Christian community today. 

As we’re here on the back end of another FLOURISH event, it’s been a season where we’ve come back to this core 
value we have around here at Southland: church family matters! I want to share with you some of Hellerman’s 
poignant words. May it reinforce what we’ve been emphasizing recently and may they help us recapture and better 
live out Jesus’ vision for us here.   

Here are some words from Hellerman in When Church Was a Family : 

“For Jesus and His followers, loyalty to God was not just about a personal relationship with Him, but 
something that found its tangible daily expression in unswerving loyalty to God’s group, the family 
of surrogate (in many cases, they replaced the biological family left behind) siblings who called Him 
Father. 

“Jesus wanted His followers to interact with one another like members of a strong-group, surrogate 
family characterized by collectivist solidarity and community on every front. Such was Jesus’ vision 
for authentic Christian community.” 

Later, reflecting on Galatians 3:26-4:7 (there are several “family” words sprinkled throughout these verses), he 
continues on: 

“Paul’s point is not simply that God is now my Father and I am now His [child/son]. God, in Jesus’ 
great work of redemption, was not establishing a series of isolated personal relationships w/ His 
individual followers. He was creating a family of sons and daughters – siblings – who are now ‘all 
one in Christ Jesus’ (v. 28). The saving work of Christ therefore has a corporate, as well as an 
individual dimension. For Paul, the church is a family!” 

Here’s a big picture summary he provides from the NT and the earliest church centuries: 

The evidence is conclusive, and the voices are unanimous. For Jesus, Paul and the early church 
leaders throughout the Roman Empire, the preeminent social model that defined the Christian 
church was the strong-group family. God was the Father of the community.  Christians were 
brothers and sisters. The group came first over the aspirations and desires of the individual. Family 
values – ranging form intense emotional attachment to the sharing of material goods and to 
uncompromising family loyalty – determined the relational ethos of Christian behavior.”  

Without a doubt, as we move from the 1st century world of the New Testament to our 21st century world of today, 
there is a lot to wrestle through when it comes to this theme and how we apply it to church life. After all, we’re 
used to thinking independently, not as a single part of a broader community … especially in our (personal!) 
relationships with God. For many of us, church family and earthly family intersects, at least at one point in our 
lives it did, anyway. For others, earthly family may not be believers, but that doesn’t mean someone is ostracized 
because they place their faith in Christ. Indeed, it’s a far easier concept to see being lived out in that distant 
world than it is to apply to our lives of faith together as a church today. 

Maybe in the end, the best thing for us to do is simply take this first step: embrace the New Testament’s vision 
for what the church is supposed to be. Allow it to influence how we think about church, how we talk about church 
and perhaps, along the way, we’ll continue finding ourselves seeing the reality more on display as a church. 
Perhaps, the more we think this way, the more we’ll truly act this way as we love each other, encourage each other, 
care for each other, enjoy the company of each other, support each other, etc. … you know, all the things that 
families are supposed to do; indeed, it’s all the things we’re supposed to do as family in Christ too! 
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what is happening for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time every week. 

 (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time. Kid Encounter is meeting as normal throughout September 

Lessons for September (started in August) are coming from a study called 
“Spies of the Bible.” Among the many stories found in the Bible, we find some 
with spies, hidden identities and sneaky behavior. As the kids look at such 
stories, they’ll see revealed a God who is in control.  

 

 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer to 
provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so please 
check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Sunday School classes meet for all ages of kids at 9:15am each week 
(we are meeting as normal throughout September except for 9/4) - in 
addition to nursery for our youngest ones, we have a pre-K class, a class for 
students in K - 2nd grade and a class for students in 3rd

 - 5th grades. 

Thoughts from Jessica: 

My family and I feel at home at Southland. Our first Sunday here you were all welcoming and my 
kids felt safe. When our family had the flu and then covid, several people reached out to pray 
for us. We had meals or supplies dropped off for our family as well. We are grateful for all of 
your support. We have been here for 7 months now. My girls every time we get close to church 
they say that is our church and God’s church. They have all made friends and enjoy coming every 
Sunday. Our son Ben was baptized while we were on vacation; he has grown so much. Thank you 
to everyone who has taught my kids. During VBS week my girls would come home each night and 
tell me all about their night. One night Abby and Hope told me that David was swallowed by a big 
fish. I said, “Do you mean Jonah?”. Abby said, “Yes, that was his name.” She then told me the 
complete story from beginning to end. She even said, “You know, mom, it is important to listen to 
God and when we don’t listen we are not being good.” Great words from a 4 year-old. We have all 
enjoyed getting to know everyone and look forward to what is ahead. It is nice to be part of the 
family at Southland.    
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Friday, Oct. 7 & Saturday, Oct. 8 - for 3rd-6th graders 

Junior Bash is about two days of fun, worship and learning about God and His Word at 
Maranatha; the theme is “WORLDVIEW” - what it is and why it’s important. 

Early bird registration is $45 if completed by September 25.  Parent sponsors who 
attend are covered if/as they are needed.  

To register, use this website: https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/ 
(the normal camp registration one - you can click directly on it if viewing this electronically). 

Please remember to select the “pay by cash” option and get the payment to Jessica. 

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE - C.O.P. 

It has become customary during the Fall Cultivate session (re-launched on 
Wednesday, August 31) for our kids ages 4 through 6th/7th grade to 
participate in “Children of Praise.” They spend Wednesday evenings 
rehearsing songs, practicing drama and more in preparation for their annual 
Christmas performance.  

This year’s program is called “A Play in a Manger.” Even when plans for a “bigger and better 
than ever” extravaganza fall apart, the beauty and power of the simple truth of Jesus’ birth 
shines forth regardless. The date for this year’s C.O.P. program is Sunday, December 11 (it 
takes place during our 10:30am ENCOUNTER time).   
 

An Upcoming Kids’ Event: Movie and games fun 

Sunday, September 18 from 2-4:30pm 
in the Great Room - for kids age 3 through 5th grade 

We’ll watch a movie (Moana), eat snacks and play games - it’s going to be a 
fun time together! 

Parents are welcome to stay or drop their kids off. 

Info applicable to all kids/youth … 
Attention Southland PARENTS (kids entering Kindergarten 
through high school) … we are having an informational meeting on 
Sunday, September 11 after our ENCOUNTER service. It’s a time 
to share about the year ahead and take care of some important 
details like liability forms for the year. Please plan to be there! 
 

At this meeting, we distribute “Hold Harmless Forms” for the new year, an unfortunate, 
but necessary part of ministry today. If you are unable to attend on the 11 

th, we will 
make these available beyond that day; please sign one of these as soon as possible. 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/
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“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time (6-8pm on Sundays) for middle school and high school students 

who strive to love Christ and demonstrate His love to others. It offers a place for students to connect 

and dive into God’s Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. 

We kicked-off the year on August 21 at Incredible Pizza (check out “The Southland 
Scoop” on Facebook for pictures). Normal Group Huddle resumes on September 11. 

GROUP HUDDLE Focus for this semester:  “Discover Where You Belong” 

Our world seems to be built around belonging. We create communities, seek out friendships, build 

families, plan parties and connect on social media. No matter who you are, something inside you 
longs to belong. Join your friends this semester as we study the characteristics of the God who 

claims us, considers us, names us and loves us; come and see how you belong to Him! 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for September: 

Sunday, 9/11 Aloha! Enjoy a night of ocean breezes, loud/colorful Hawaiian shirts and 

crazy grass skirts; we’ll start the semester with the lively sounds of a luau! 

Sunday, 9/18 This is “nacho” average fiesta. Come “taco” ’bout your faith in Jesus. Inhale 

nachos, exhale happiness with “Macho Nacho Night!” 

Sunday, 9/25 “Down, set, hut-hut!” It’s time to huddle-up for some exciting pre-game 

fun at the “Tailgate Party!” 

Sunday, 10/2 “We’ve got spirit, yes, we do; we’ve got spirit, how about you?” It’s 

“School Spirit Night” so represent your school with color and flair. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding 

several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $25 

for each student (that covers this semester, through December). Make 

checks payable to Southland. You can also do this through Tithe.ly by 
choosing the “Group Huddle meals” option … please also cover the fee for this if you are using 
this option (see p. 5 for more on using Tithe.ly). 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

Our offering for this new ministry/school year continues to go to Casas por 
Cristo. In addition to facilitating trips, there are ongoing ways their work 

benefits from such financial support. We are grateful for the opportunity to 

bless their ministry as the mission partner for our student ministries. 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWs 

for MIDDLE School and high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (starts at 9:15am on Sunday mornings): We have separate Sunday School 

classes for our middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the 

high school class meets in Room #6. Sunday School classes are not meeting on September 4. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE has resumed (6:30-7:45 each week). Check out the youth 

planner for more information about plans for this Fall - a series called “Don’t Believe Your Eyes.” 
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More middle school/high school news 

“See You at the Pole” 

2022 
 

Wednesday, September 28 

7am at your school’s flagpole  

It’s an annual gathering for prayer, Scripture reading and worship before classes start. Set your 

alarms early and meet at your school’s flagpole to pray for your campus, teachers and peers. Mark 

the date on your calendar and don’t miss the opportunity to be a part of the largest student-led 

prayer movement around the world! 

It’s almost time again to 

“Get Lost in the Giant Cornfield 

Maze” in Aurora, MO! 

Wednesday evening, October 12 

from 5-9pm - instead of CULTIVATE 

Students from middle school and high 

school are going together this year (yes, we 
are working it out so that 6th and 7th graders will 

be included in this). 

Join your friends in testing your sense of direction at the giant cornfield maze. You can enter at dusk 

or wait until dark for the creepier journey. Enjoy hot dogs and s’mores over a fire pit.  

Cost is $10/student; that includes the maze, life-sized boxing robots, a scenic hayride, mechanical 

bull and the cow train. Invite your friends and be looking for a sign up-sheet. 

In the event of bad weather, this trip will be re-scheduled for Friday, October 14. 

MOVE Conference FOLLOW-UP ...  
Thanks to the support and prayers of the Southland family, the summer 
MOVE conference was another incredible experience for our high school 
students and their sponsors. This year, the group attended the conference at 
the University of Nebraska in Lincoln.  

It’s always a fun experience for our high school students: a week of 
learning/growing in faith, building relationships and a whole lot of 
fun. Because of the support offered by the Southland family to our 
young people, it’s good to provide a sense of the impact of the MOVE 
Conference. That’s why we have shared on the next page reflections 
from 2 of our students who attended this year. It’s a good way to 
follow-up on the experience.  
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From Nate Jennings (high school senior)  

This year's Move Conference was one of the highlights of my summer, and there are a number of reasons 

for this. First, I get to spend a lot more time thinking about spiritual things than I usually do. The services, 

small groups, and even just having God on my mind all contribute to this. As in the past, the services were 

fantastic between the excellent worship and captivating speakers. The smaller groups made visible as well 

the work of God in our own youth group. 

The second thing I will mention is the people. Getting to spend a week with some of my closest friends 

along with the amazing sponsors is something I don't get to do every week. We have a great time and 

then do a bunch of really weird and interesting things, like secret service or stalking the emcee. The last 

thing I will mention is the things we did. We played “bang” (a card game), invisible football, and went to 

the Nebraska State Capitol. No, I didn't get stuck in the elevator. There were so many entertaining and fun 

things that happened, and it was with a bunch of awesome people, all striving to be closer to God.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From Levi Randleman (high school sophomore) 

Where to begin my Christ in Youth experience? It really was a good trip. I now have more people in our 

youth group that I would call friends. Yet, more importantly, God reminded me how to love others. God 

showed me how to take my anxious mind off myself and instead care for someone else. God taught me 

how a Christian should live. I enjoy events with our youth group because I get the opportunity to be with 

others and have good conversation. 

At CIY everyone was real. Everyone was willing to take off the façade and mask that we always seem to 

hide behind whether we mean to or not. In my journal I wrote one night, “Tonight we had real 

conversation. Tonight people were themselves. This is what I long for. This is what I crave.” Throughout 

the week I made it my goal to seek out people, to take an interest in their interests. I would actually walk 

around the campus until I would come across a random group from Southland. Then I would join in their 

conversation and walk with them. I look forward to the next youth events and other church events, 

because I now know these people much better than I did before. 

CIY was healthy for my mind. Previous to CIY, I was becoming tangled in the webs of worry and stress. CIY 

reminded me how to be a true friend. I find it too easy to let my mind drift upon myself when I am 

pressured. Then once my mind is on myself I find it almost impossible to move it onto others. CIY gave me 

the reminder that I needed. A reminder to love God with all my heart, all my soul, all my mind, and all my 

strength. A reminder to treat my neighbor as myself. A reminder to love God and love people. 
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Southland Women 
It’s been a great ministry year! This summer completes my fifth year on staff part-time, and it has been a 
blessing and privilege. Thank you for your understanding and grace that has allowed me to grow and improve 
as God has stretched me outside my comfort zone! 

I want to share with you a little of my heart as this ministry year closes and a new one begins. There are many 
things that bring me joy as I interact with you (ladies especially), and watch you grow, form relationships, 
serve and bless. Here are a few of these things: 

1. I love watching ladies form friendships with one another. It is a joy to see you supporting each other, 
getting involved in each other’s lives, and therefore, knowing when things are going well and when 
things are hard. I know you help each other live out your faith in Jesus, and you have people you can go 
to when life gets difficult. I trust you have people who “have your back” and want you to thrive, and I’m 
so thankful Southland is a place where you find those people.  

2. I love seeing ladies loving Jesus together and going deep. It’s so encouraging to be in a group of people 
who are seeking to know God’s Word as they study it together and share insights. I am often struck by 
how different other people’s thoughts are than mine, and I like hearing other perspectives. I love the 
idea Proverbs 27:17 shares: “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” And it’s a 
pleasure to watch it happen! 

3. I love seeing ladies use their gifts and abilities to bless each other and Southland as a whole. A recent 
example of this happened with our Women’s Brunch in June. Many ladies worked together to create a 
beautiful atmosphere for sharing and connecting, and we enjoyed delicious food, fun games and heard a 
great speaker. Then ladies helped clean up, too. Events like that don’t happen if people aren’t willing to 
help make them successful. But I also see ladies (and men) serving week in and week out in so many 
ways. Here are just a few examples: teaching Sunday school, serving in the nursery, helping with meals 
at church, serving on the worship team, cleaning and preparing communion, making our communion 
bread, baking cookies for Cultivate and desserts for Flourish, serving at church camp, going to a MOVE 
conference, leading D-groups, serving as youth sponsors, leading Children of Praise, and that’s just a 
few examples! 

4. I love seeing ladies laugh and have fun together. I believe that in spite of how heavy and hard life can 
often be, God gives us the gifts of joy and laughter to help us through. Having fun together makes our 
lives more fulfilling and our burdens feel lighter. It is a blessing to see people enjoying one another’s 
company and laughing together! 

When the church is at it’s best, we are surrounded by people who know us, loves us, and love Jesus with us. 
Our burdens are shared and our joys are multiplied. Thank you for the privilege of being part of church family 
here at Southland! 
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 
8th grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

The first BTG meeting 
of the new ministry 

year is Friday, Sept. 30 
(starting at 6pm).  

As always, dinner is 
included as part of BTG. 

Box Top Girls 

One of our sub-ministries within Women’s Ministry is a Meal Team 
Ministry. It provides an organized way that we, as the Southland family, 
can bless someone at a poignant time in life: after a surgery, a loved 
one’s passing, extended illness, or the birth of a baby. After the last 
couple of years, with COVID and other changes, we need to re-organize 
our teams and WE NEED YOU!  

Here is what we’d ask you to do: sign-up to serve on a Meal Team. You can do that on the 
sheet at the “Build Up” tables in the auditorium, on the Facebook post on “The Southland 
Scoop” or you can talk directly to Kristie or Charlotte Emmerton (the director of the meal 
teams). From there, Charlotte will put you on a team, and you will be asked to give your 
team leader $20 to cover the cost of providing a meal. YOU DON’T NEED TO COOK! We 
have team leaders who do the cooking or provide take-out for a meal. We usually only need 
funds from you once per year. This is a very simple way you can bless the Southland 
family, and it only costs $20 per year! Please sign up if you are willing to serve in this way! 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life 
stages to spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW 
DEEP” ministry) while forming bonds with sisters in Christ.  

WSA meets on Thursdays at 10am in the Gathering Room; 
We finish by noon, but occasionally even before then. 

On Thursday, September 1, we began a new session of WSA (Women Set Apart). We are studying God’s 
promises throughout the Bible using a book authored by Max Lucado called Unshakable Hope. Each week, we 
will also be watching the corresponding video messages on RightNow Media. It’s not too late to join in; please 
let Kristie know if you’d like a book and want to join in! 

A Note about Women’s Ministry Events 

At this point (especially with all that happens this time of year both within the church 
family - Cultivate, WSA, BTG, etc. - and beyond), we have decided not to do a Fall event 

for ladies. As a result, the next special event will be our annual Christmas party; be 
looking for more details as we move toward December. 

Exciting news for our Box Top Girls Ministry: Anna Martin is going to lead the 
ministry this year! Anna has been part of the Southland family for 12 years, and 
she was blessed to experience BTG as a student. It will be an exciting year as she 
seeks to follow God’s leading in planning curriculum, activities and events for our 
young ladies. We are also thankful for our BTG teachers and meal helpers – they 
are an integral part of the ministry!  
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar 
After the Sunday of Labor Day weekend, we’ll be launching into our main Fall sermon series on September 11. 
Traditionally, we use this time of the year to focus-in on a specific book or section of God’s Word - more of what’s 
called an “expository” sermon series where we’re working through the text. It’s a great way to stay grounded in the 
message of Scripture. We’re still determining the specific content for our Fall 2022 series; we’ll let you know via “The 
Southland Scoop” when we have decided.  

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 
As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of our worship team (e.g. vocally, instrumentally or 

even with the tech/audio-visual team), please reach out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We 

continue to welcome more volunteers! 

 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, we do value this option. If health challenges make it tough for you to be with 

us, you can stay connected to your church family this way. Likewise, especially as we find 

ourselves in the Summer months when you might be gone more, we encourage you to stay 

connected in this way if you cannot attend in-person. 

The live stream also means that past services remain available on our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland … they should be accessible here even without 

an account). If you missed a week and want to catch-up, you can do so there.  

A couple of Lord’s Supper-related logistics: 

1. Starting in September 2022, we’re going back to passing 

the communion trays down each row (though we’re still 

double-stacking the cups). With an increase in attendance, 

we need to add more rows which will make it difficult for 

servers to walk down each row as they have been doing. 

We ask that you continue taking the bread and the juice from the tray, then passing 

it on down your row before you participate in the Lord’s Supper. 

2. Also, our new chairs have a rack underneath that includes a hole that is sized 

properly for communion cups. Once you are done with the Lord’s Supper, please put 

your used cups in that spot under the chair in front of you (unless you’re in the front 

row). Of course, it would also be great if you remember to dispose of those on your 

way out; but, at the very least, this will help us keep the cups off of the floor. 

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all about - a small group relational context for reflecting on 

God’s Word and praying together.  These are a great place to get connected with others in the Southland family. 

Here are the groups that are meeting at 9:15am effective Sunday, September 11; please note the room 
adjustments as well (we do have Sunday School classes for all ages of kids and youth at 9:15am as well):  

(1) One part of the former “LAUNCH” group - more for college-aged students … still in Room #5. 

(2) The other part of the former “LAUNCH” group - those who are moving beyond the college years (a 

new group!) … now meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 

(3) A group for those previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who still have kids in the 

house … still meeting in the Great Room. 

(4) A group for those previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at Last - those who are nearing or at 

retirement age … now meeting in the Gathering Room (off of the Great Room). 

Please don’t hesitate to ask if you need help deciding which group is best for you.  

Connect Groups are meeting as normal in September, except for Labor Day weekend, Sunday, September 4. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

 

We have already shared a flyer about this session that runs through November 16; you can find it 

through this link if you’re viewing this electronically: Fall 2022 Cultivate Session (paper copies are 

also available on the Cultivate counter in the foyer).  

As a reminder of the basic timing, a meal is served from 5:30-6:15 each week (the cost is now $4/

person with a max of $15/family) and then ministry programming for all ages from 6:30-7:45. 

For our D-Group content this year, we’re using a book called Quest 52 - sessions 

specifically focused on Jesus and our pursuit of Him (i.e. discipleship). It’s a follow-up 

to the Core 52 book we used awhile back. At the display in the foyer, we have made 

available a schedule for the chapters we’re looking at during this Fall session. Also, if 

you do not have a copy of the book yet, you can pick one up there.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Fall_2022_CULTIVATE_flyer.pdf
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

Just like any FAMILY, we function as we do because of the willing-hearted servants who choose 

to embrace opportunities to BUILD UP others through serving. As we move into a new ministry 

year, there are several areas in which we need volunteers for Sunday mornings, Wednesday 

evening CULTIVATE and even beyond those times.  

Throughout September (leading out of FLOURISH 2022), we are especially using this time 

to encourage serving within our ministries here at Southland. There are tables set-up in 

the front corner of the auditorium. On these tables are clipboards where you can sign-up 

to serve in one of our ministry areas at Southland. 

As we move into a new ministry year, choosing to volunteer in one of these areas 

would be a great step to take! 

Beyond such ways, here are two areas where we particularly need volunteers at this point: 

1. Being a part of a meal team (see the information on page 14 for more on this) 

2. Helping with Group Huddle meals (see Les to volunteer to serve in this way) 

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus.  

Even beyond the extra efforts of our staff team, there are so 

many people who have been active over the past several 

weeks during the renovation process. 

The following individuals volunteered in one way or another during this stretch - whether in 

helping to get the auditorium, working to repair drywall behind the carpeted area, working on 

the stage, getting everything cleared-off the stage and put back up, etc.: 

Mike Cosgrove, Sean/Megan Falconer, AJ/Terra/Preston/Chloe Gegg, Ben/Nate/

Luke/Zac Jennings, Pat Little, Nate/Harmony/Eden Martin, Jake Miles, Evan & 

Brittany Nothstine, Terry Ochs, Karl/Sonya/Aiden Simpson, Bob Wood and 

Kendall Wooldridge (apologies if we missed someone along the way). 

For sure, there are so many different individuals who invested some time in one capacity or 

another, so “THANK YOU!” for volunteering and serving as you did! 

A “THANK YOU” to all of those who helped make FLOURISH 2022 happen: from the meal 

crew to those who helped with set-up and clean-up! 
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

9/4 Cheryl McAnally Amanda Butler Sean & Megan Falconer 

9/11 Donna Lillard Anna Martin Dylan & Jessica Young 

9/18 Julie Brothers Kristin Londeen Stefani Hall 

9/25 Melissa Wilcox Andrea Conboy Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for September 2022 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Serving Team Leader 

9/4 
Bob & Liz Wood 

Great Room Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

9/11 
Pat & Debbie Little 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

9/18 
Doug & Susan Graves 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

9/25 
Ernie & Charlotte Emmerton 

Great Room Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

There are a couple of “FUN” opportunities still happening during the month of September to help support two of our 

local ministry partners. Unfortunately, they are both happening on the same day. Because we value them both, we are 

sharing all the information so you can choose which one to attend.  

Saturday, September 17 (actual start time is 8am) 

A 2-person scramble at the Bill & Payne Stewart Golf Course 

The cost is $65/person (all-inclusive) with the proceeds going 

to support CCH’s mission trips. 

Here’s a link to their website with more details: https://cchonthe.net/golf-tournament-fundraiser/. 

Also on Saturday, September 17 the Pregnancy Care 

Center is hosting its annual “Walk 4 Life” Event. 

Registration opens at 9am; the actual two-mile walk begins at 10.  

This year, it is again being held at the PCC facility on East Primrose.  

Check out https://417pcc.org/events/walkforlife22/ for details. In addition to the walk/

fundraiser, it’s a great fun way to learn about and support the work of the PCC! 

https://cchonthe.net/golf-tournament-fundraiser/
https://417pcc.org/events/walkforlife22/
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LOCAL MISSIONS giving - direct support and any love offerings/donations: 

At FLOURISH 2022, we shared the amounts we gave to our missions partners during the past ministry year. We’re 

including that information here as well; what we’re sharing is the actual giving to our local partners for this past 

ministry/fiscal year in its entirety now that it’s completed - September 2021 through August 2022: 

 Ozark Christian College: $3,835   Christian Campus House: $3,445 

 Pregnancy Care Center:  $2,300   Crosslines:   $3,345  

 Show-Me Youth Home:  $1,100   Maranatha:   $2,045 

That makes our total giving to these local partners:  $16,070. 

This doesn’t include other expenses related to our local partnerships (e.g. support we provide through paying for 

sponsors to attend events, camp scholarships, etc.) nor does it include expenses related to our local outreach 

efforts as on “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available in the auditorium (by 

the map). This is really the only way one of our partners can 

communicate with us. Their location makes any online presence too 

risky from a security standpoint. We do regularly make their 

newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. 

Don’t forget their child sponsorship program that they came and highlighted on August 28. 

We were grateful to have our Mexico mission trip team share as part of our ENCOUNTER service on Sunday, 

August 7. This trip truly was a Southland family-wide effort; we appreciate those who went, as well as those 

who supported their going in whatever way (e.g. through donations, prayer, etc.). As we’ve been 

mentioning, we’re looking forward to a Guatemala trip in March 2023 with Life of Hope. Be watching for 
more details and let Rick know if you’re interested in going! 

FOREIGN MISSIONS giving - again, direct support and any love offerings/donations: 

Again, as mentioned above in the context of our local missions giving, we shared at FLOURISH 2022 our past 

ministry year’s missions giving. We’re including that information again here with our global partners; 

specifically, we’re sharing the actual giving for this past ministry/fiscal year in its entirety now that’s it’s 

completed (September 2021 through August 2022): 

 CICM:       $10,800  

 Partners in North Africa:    $14,400  

 Contributions to the team fund in North Africa: $6,000  

 Life of Hope:      $6,000 + an additional $50 from a love offering 

In addition to that regular giving, we directly invested as a church about $9,500 in supporting global causes 

(the bulk of this in the form of our own trip to Mexico with Casas por Cristo … we covered the expense of the 

house itself). That total $46,750 in giving to the global mission of the church.  

There are two other youth/children’s ministry-related global offerings to note:   

 (1) Our 2022 VBS offering was $862; we added this to the total for the Casas por Cristo trip. 

(2) Our young people (through offerings in Kid Encounter and Group Huddle) also raised $1,000 to 

support Team Expansion plus an additional $572 that will be sent to Casas por Cristo as more is 

collected in this new ministry year.  

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

