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Southland “FAMILY” News 
A look back: 
Between VBS at the end of July and a mission trip in early August, the past several weeks have 
been quite full within the Southland FAMILY. We are grateful for family opportunities like this, 
important events in our church life together. 

Of course, at the end of the month, we hosted our annual 
FLOURISH gathering; it’s another significant church FAMILY 
event. We enjoyed some REFRESHING time together - delicious 
food and good fellowship. One particular highlight from the 
evening was the sharing done by those from within the 
Southland family. It’s such a refreshing blessing to recognize 
what we get to be a part of as we’re connected to one another. 

Another important part of this gathering was some time reflecting on what’s been happening 
and looking forward to what’s ahead. Below, we’re going to highlight some of what we shared at 
this gathering. 

As we looked back to the previous stretch of time, there is much that has happened: staff 
changes, property improvements (e.g. new signs, painting in classrooms, updated lighting in 
many parts of our building, etc.), in addition to the purchase of a new van. Part of all that 
included welcoming new neighbors in our parking lot, an adjustment for sure, but the ongoing 
budgetary implications from the 2018 property sale have been fantastic. We have needed 
flexibility and creativity as we’ve continued to do ministry in the midst of the pandemic. With 
that, there was also a transition to the use of more technology - a necessary change that was 
challenging, but has produced good long-term results in the end. Indeed, the past several months 
have been dominated by COVID impacts. In the midst of that, there have certainly been 
challenges and hard things as well: we’ve lost two men who were long-time integral parts of the 
Southland family in Warren Burros and Wilber Kaylor. We have said “good-bye” to some due to 
re-locations and for other reasons. So much of our typical ministry efforts were stifled, if not 
altogether halted … with so much lost during this season. Yet, we have endeavored to continue 
our ministry and carry-out our mission while trying to do things in a safe and healthy way.  

In so many ways, we’re ready to hit “REFRESH” and move forward as we resume things into a 
new ministry year (more on that to follow, really throughout this edition of “The Vine”). As 
shared at FLOURISH, we are essentially resuming almost everything on our ministry calendar as 
it was before, albeit in a revamped and refreshed way. We announced that we are going to be 
adding a part-time staff member to help within our student ministry, especially with our 
children. Over the course of the next few months, we’ll be keeping you up-to-date with that 
process. It’s also a time when our good financial position has given us the resources to be able to 
address some ongoing projects: starting the planning/work of refreshing our auditorium, getting 
our parking lot re-sealed and more that still needs to be done.  

Without a doubt, there is much that happened at FLOURISH - all of it reminders of how God is 
working in and through the Southland FAMILY! 

What’s Upcoming within the Southland FAMILY: 
As we head into September and beyond, there’s much still to come at Southland. That’s especially 
true as our new ministry year unfolds. See the next page for more on this. 
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A New MINISTRY YEAR Launches in September - Southland “REFRESH” 
Every September is an important time within the Southland FAMILY as 
we move into a new ministry year. It’s a time for a re-launch church-
wide and within various ministries. That’s all especially true this 
September as we’re “REFRESHING” so much as we come out of a season 
with so many COVID impacts. It’s a time when we are moving back fully 
to what is our regular ministry schedule (i.e. back to CONNECT Groups - albeit, refreshed and 
revamped ones - and CULTIVATE on Wednesday evenings). See various sections throughout this 
edition of “The Vine” for specifics dates within various ministries (we have also included a list of 
kick-off dates on pages 5-6 with the calendar). 

Sunday, September 5 - Donuts and Pastries Breakfast at 9:30am 
We invite you to join us on Labor Day weekend for a “donuts and pastries 
breakfast (fruit too!)” On Summer holiday weekends in years past, this has 
been a good way for us to come together for fellowship, albeit not in our 
typical CONNECT Group setting. It’s a more relaxed opportunity to come 
connect with others in the Southland FAMILY.  

Sunday, October 17 - Southland’s “FAMILY Fall Fun” 
We are planning this annual autumnal opportunity to enjoy some 
relaxed and refreshing time together as a church FAMILY - a night of Fall
-themed fun for all ages. We’ll share more details in the next edition of 
“The Vine,” but for now, mark it on your calendar. 

More FAMILY Events This Fall and Beyond 
In addition, we’re looking forward to December (don’t laugh, it will be here before you know it!) 
and our “Church FAMILY Christmas.” Part of that will involve our “Thanks-Mas” event on 
Sunday, December 5 and our C.O.P. (Children of Praise) program on December 12. 

We wanted to share one more piece of important news within the Southland FAMILY. It’s one 
highlight that we mentioned (albeit briefly) at FLOURISH, but wanted to make sure we 
communicated more completely here. Warren Burros’ memorial service took place in August 
2020 (he passed away in early April, but it was the end of the Summer before his service could 
happen). At that event, one of his bosses from Gershman Mortgage shared a eulogy as part of 
the service. Within that time, he spoke about a way that their company wanted to honor 
Warren. They knew his church family at Southland was incredibly significant to him. And so, to 
honor his memory and reflect his legacy, they committed to set-up a scholarship fund to bless 
those in the Southland FAMILY in his name.  

We have worked with Gershman Mortgage to develop the specifics for the scholarship. In the 
end, we are focusing this scholarship on each year’s group of graduating high school seniors from 
within Southland. This year, we had two recipients: Simeon Martin and Ezri Smith. Our intention 
is to make this available to all qualified applicants based on criteria such as involvement, 
service, future plans, etc. (more on this is shared in the application process). Within the next few 
weeks, we’ll hang the plaque describing this scholarship. From here on, sometime in the Spring, 
we’ll launch the scholarship process for the next round of graduating seniors. We are certainly 
grateful for the partnership with Gershman Mortgage in honoring Warren in this way! 
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As we’ve been sharing, we are using a great new tool called “Church 
Center: PEOPLE.” It’s connected to Planning Center - a platform which 
is already used by our worship team and as our kids’ check-in system. 
For sure, one of the more helpful aspects of this is how everything is 
integrated. In addition, it also allows people within the Southland 
family to update and manage their own information. Over the past 
several months, we have been working to update directory information 
(please let us know if you need help with this step). If you’ve already done this, you now have 
online access - through a secure log-in/password - to church directory information by logging-on 
to https://people.planningcenteronline.com/. As mentioned before, there is also an app (called 
“Church Center App” … you can find it in your app store) that is available; you can use this to 
access such information as well. If you would like a print version of a directory, just let us know.  

Another valuable aspect of the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center is that it 
allows for us to have a better communication tool through its e-mail platform. We 
are able to send messages to the full lists we have in this tool (you can let us know if 
you don’t want things sent to a specific address). After the first weekend of 

September, we will be using this platform exclusively so that everything is coming from the 
Planning Center database. Be looking for regular communications (e.g. the link to “The Vine,” 
Sunday morning details, reminders, etc.) coming from “Southland Info.” We’ll also be using this 
tool to send out prayer updates from “Southland Prayer.” (NOTE: We do still need you to e-mail 
prayer requests to the prayer@gosouthland.org address; also, remember to let a staff member 
know you’ve sent something so we can make sure to get it out.) Please let us know if you’re not 
receiving updates OR you can log-in to Planning Center yourself and make sure we have your 
information correct. 

Beyond this communication tool, don’t forget our internal Facebook page that we 
call “The Southland Scoop.” We use this tool regularly for specific announcements in 
addition to more ongoing updates within our church FAMILY. If you’re not connected 
to this, find the page and request to join it.  

 

A “THANK YOU” Note 

…

…

…

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

Weekly ministry happenings - for the entire Southland FAMILY: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am (a new start time effective September 12!) … ministry 

programming for all ages with CONNECT Groups re-launching (see p. 18 for details). 

These are meeting as normal throughout the month of September except for the 

breakfast on 9/5. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream (see p. 17). 

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE, a “GROW DEEP” ministry - 5:30 for dinner, 

6:30 start time more programming (see the kids and youth sections for 

specifics about what’s happening for them). This session starts September 1 

and runs through mid-November (see p. 19 for more details). 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
A reminder about GIVING during this season … 

Even now that we are beyond most of the COVID-related impacts, there are a few things we are going to 

continue moving forward. One of those relates to offering: even beyond COVID, we will be continuing to 

collect offering without actually passing trays in service. When you enter the auditorium, there is a box by 

the door - no matter which door you use - where you can put your offering. 

As a reminder, the following options for giving are still available whether you are back to joining us in 

person or not: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website. 

3. We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be 

accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page 

designed for Southland where you can give. 

Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

In the midst of what we’ve listed below, there are several kick-off dates when we are 

resuming and re-launching for the new ministry year. We’re looking forward to getting 

our fuller schedule back up and running. 

Wednesday, September 1 … CULTIVATE re-launches (again, see p. 19). 

Sunday, September 5 at 9:30am … donuts and pastries (with fruit too!) breakfast; no 

9:30am ministry programming for this morning (normal 10:30). 

Thursday, September 9 at 10am (a new start time) … WSA resumes, a study on the book of 

Galatians; see page 16.  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Sunday, September 12 - refreshed CONNECT Groups begin with a 9:15am start time. 

Sunday, September 12 - the Group Huddle kick-off event at Springfield’s Incredible Pizza; see 

page 12 for more information. 

Saturday, September 18 - The Pregnancy Care Center’s annual “Walk for Life” event; see 

Rick’s page (p. 9) for more details. 

Saturday, September 18 at 2pm - a wedding shower for Will Deckard and Ashley Harrington 

hosted by Will’s family. 

Sunday, September 19 - normal Group Huddle resumes, 6-8pm each Sunday (see p. 13). 

Wednesday, September 22 - the date for the 2021 “See You at the Pole” (see p. 13). 

Friday, September 24 - the first BTG meeting for this new ministry year. 

Monday, September 27 from 6:30-8:30pm - a women’s ministry event (see p. 16). 

Saturday, October 2 - Christian Campus House’s annual golf tournament; again, see Rick’s 

page for more details (p. 9). 

Wednesday, October 13 - the youth group’s annual trip to the Cornfield Maze; see page 14 

for details. 

Wednesday, October 17 - our annual “FAMILY Fall Fun” event. 

 

 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For August 2021 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: Monthly tithe = $42,289 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $8,457 

80  

  Regular tithe for this ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021) = $457,459  

00  

We started with this year’s projected budgetary need being about $430,000 to $440,000 which we 

obviously exceeded for this year. We entered in a very healthy place financially; it has obviously been a 

good year in this regard as well. As a result, we continue to be in great shape moving forward as we 

continue to invest in ministry as well as make improvements to our property. 

Thank you, Southland family, for your faithful giving to the work of Christ at and through Southland! 

Make sure to check out the “LIVE OUT” section (pages 21-22) for financials related to our giving to 

partners; these were shared at FLOURISH as well - though we now have the full ministry year’s giving. 

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to RightNow Media, an 

exciting ministry tool that we have available here at Southland. 

RightNow Media gives us digital access to a vast library of Biblical content through 

online video streaming. It’s kind of like NETFLIX … Jesus-style! 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland can have 

his or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an online connection 

(via smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t yet, please send a request via 

e-mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you get set-up. 
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

For the past three editions, we focused on the commitments made specifically by SCC leadership. This was 

done in conjunction with our annual process of considering new elders. In previous editions of “The Vine,” 

we identified the specific commitments made by SCC elders in their unique leadership role as well as those 

commitments made by elders and staff together. Last month, we then shared the staff commitments. It 

seems fitting for us to use this space in this edition to lay out again the members’ portion of the covenant 

(it’s especially appropriate on the heels of FLOURISH 2021). These are designed to help SCC members 

know specifically what it means to belong to the church family here. 

Member Commitments (we have not provided here the actual NT texts that serve as the basis for these 

commitments made by Southland members; see a copy of the covenant for those):  

 As members, we covenant to protect the unity of Southland by doing that which leads to building 

up one another and avoiding that which threatens to undermine the Spirit’s bond of peace.  

 As members, we covenant to support the doctrine established by the leadership, affirming it in any 

teaching capacity and choosing not to be divisive in a potential disagreement with these beliefs.  

 As members, we covenant to strive for holiness so our lifestyles appropriately represent Christ and 

Southland. 

 As members, we covenant to be faithful stewards of the resources God has graciously provided, 

regularly giving to Southland and God’s Church of my time, abilities and financial means in a way 

that is reflective of how Christ Himself gave — sacrificially, generously and willingly. 

 As members, we covenant to help create a positive culture where people are warmly welcomed and 

encouraged to discover God’s Truth, follow Jesus and be changed by His Spirit. 

 As members, we covenant to care about the health and well-being of Southland, actively doing our 

part to help bring that about (e.g. praying for the church). 

 As members, we covenant to accept the leadership God has established at Southland, including 

their responsibility to lovingly discipline when it is appropriate. 

 As a member of Southland, who desires to participate in the priorities established by the Southland 

leadership for my own growth in Christ, I join with others and covenant to be actively involved in 

the priorities of the process statement. 
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What MATTers to me … 
During the month of August, I had the opportunity to return to my home church to preach. It was the first time 
I’ve preached there since my Bible college days (they only dared give me a Sunday evening back then). There was 
a sense of honor and privilege associated with the day as it was Countryside’s 55th anniversary Sunday. The 
worship was led by a team that had long been instrumental in its history. The normal Sunday School time slot 
was devoted to reflecting back on the church’s history. With all that was going on, I too couldn’t help but look 
back and reflect on my memories from there. After all, my family attended the church from before I was born and 
is still there today; it was the only home church I knew through my Ozark Christian College days. In the end, it 
was a healthy and refreshing Sunday, even though it meant preaching on a vacation Sunday:). 

As I was preparing for that day, my mind went back in time; that continued as I walked the building (it has seen 
many changes over the years, for sure) and participated in the day. I thought of Wee Worship with Lyla Vaughn. I 
thought of Sunday School classes. I thought of being baptized in that place. I thought of the youth group row 
where I sat during my high school days; I was the one called “Mr. Discipline” by my peers for the way I would 
express displeasure at those who were talking, etc. during the sermon. I thought of the earliest years of serving 
whether it was working with kids, serving communion or whatever other ways of doing so. I thought of the fun 
memories of fellowship - from time with the youth group to the church softball team. Yet, in the end, what most 
stood out to me was not events, but PEOPLE … and even when it was events, it wasn’t just because of what 
happened, but WHO was a part of it all! 

That’s what I took away the most from the morning: the opportunity to see so many faces that were so influential 
in my story as a follower of Jesus. Yes, I grew up in a home where faith in Christ was talked about regularly and 
lived out; but, the church reinforced and added significantly to that foundation. It wasn’t the church as an 
organization, it was the church as PEOPLE. 

 Ministers like B.A. Austin and Dan Muter as well as youth ministers like Dusty Drake and his wife, Amy. 

 Lyla Vaughn, the woman who led Wee Worship as a volunteer for so many years - influencing me not only 
 in my youngest years, but also encouraging me to serve by giving me opportunities to help.  

 Sunday School teachers like Jim & Sandra Brunskill and Linda Garrow. 

 Youth sponsors like the Adairs, the Kinzers, the Nances, Marcy Oliverius and Jennifer Clay. 

 Older couples like Howard & Pearl Greenwood, Orville & Liz Brill, Wayne & Eleanor Hays and Leo & Betty 
 Wilson with whom my siblings and I would regularly hang out during a day off from school. 

 Older individuals like Celia Good too. 

 Parents of friends like Don & Fran Smith (Nathan), Leon & Carol Divel (Kurt), Jesse & Becky Hudson 
 (Kelynn) plus Doug & Rosie Borchardt (DeeAnn, Rosie just happened to be my Jr. High English teacher 
 as well). 

 So, so many others as well. 

I didn’t see all of these faces on that day, but I did so many others - all of them a part of the church family that 
was so influential in my formative faith years. All of them part of helping to pass on a LEGACY of faith each in 
his or her own way. 

We emphasized the theme of “LEGACY” a couple of years ago at Southland; it’s what is passed on like a baton in 
a track relay race. When it comes to my faith journey, that’s what Countryside represents: those who helped to 
pass faith in Christ on to me, those whose influence continues to reverberate to this day. It certainly went on to 
include Bible college and seminary professors as well as church members in Illinois and here at Southland plus 
many more. So many people whom God used to shape me and my faith. Of course, I regularly think about the way 
that should continue on through me as well. It’s not just what I’ve received, but what I pass on: to my kids, to 
those in churches where I serve, etc. A recent conversation with a young man from Illinois that I had served as a 
mentor for reminded me of the joy and blessing of being on this extending end as well. 
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A note from RICK ... 
As I write this, we are fresh off our first night of Cultivate, and I gotta say … I’ve missed that. It was great to enjoy a 

meal and just spend some time catching up and laughing together. Community, especially Christian community, is 

a fantastic way to bring refreshment to your life. In Scripture, Paul would often mention and thank the churches he 

served for a level of refreshment they provided him:  

For they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such men. (1 Cor. 16:18) 

For I have derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the 

saints have been refreshed through you. (Philemon 1:7) 

May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not 

ashamed of my chains…(2 Tim. 1:16) 

It’s good for all of us to be together, to worship together, to serve together, to eat together. It’s a part of the 

discipleship process for each of us. In Christ we aren’t made for independence; we’re made for dependence on 

one another. I’m really looking forward to the weeks ahead and hope that you are as well.  

Considering that, I wanted to make sure that you are aware of a couple opportunities coming our way. 

The Pregnancy Care Center is hosting the Walk for Life on Saturday, September 

18th. This event is their annual family-friendly fundraiser featuring a two-mile walk, 

tours of the center, live music, and lots of kids’ activities! This year, it will again be at the 

PCC facility at 1342 E. Primrose; registration at 9am with the two-mile walk at 10. You can 

find more info here: https://give.417pcc.org/event/walk-for-life-2021/e340808.  

Then, on Saturday, October 2nd, Christian Campus 

House is hosting their 25th annual golf tournament to raise 

funds for their missions projects. It’s at Bill & Payne 

Stewart Golf Course in the north part of Springfield. CCH 

is one of our local partners at Southland that we’ve 

supported for a long time and a fantastic ministry. If you’re 

a golfer (or a wannabe like me), you should consider signing up! The cost is $65 (all-inclusive). You can check out 

their website for more info and to register: http://cchonthe.net/golf-tournament-fundraiser/. 

For sure, it should motivate us in Christ - the faith we have received from others is the faith we should keep 
passing on as well … like the baton in a relay race. Back in 2019, one of my friends from college days lost his 
dad, a man who had served in ministry for a long time. Someone who had been blessed by his life and ministry 
shared a tribute to him after his funeral; it’s a good reflection on the theme. She reflected on how full the parking 
lot and room were. She noted how his children gave beautiful testimonies and how many people stood to indicate 
the role he had played in their stories (e.g. those he baptized, weddings he performed, funerals for loved ones he 
preached, other kinds of encouragement and help, etc.). Here’s how she wrapped it up: 

The world will miss Jerl Joslin, but we will remember him … indeed, his legacy will reach on for generations. 
One of my favorite sayings is, "You can count the number of seeds in an apple, but you can't count the 
number of apples in a seed.” Jerl planted orchards everywhere he went. 

I love that line - such a great one for this concept of legacy that has been so fresh on my mind: “You can count 
the number of seeds in an apple, but you can’t count the number of apples in a seed.” May we be those on our 
journeys of faith who continue to multiply faith as we keep passing on what’s been passed on to us! 

https://give.417pcc.org/event/walk-for-life-2021/e340808
http://cchonthe.net/golf-tournament-fundraiser/
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening for our kids during our ENCOUNTER time: 

 Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten). 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of service in 
the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the appropriate 
time. Kid Encounter is meeting as normal throughout the month of September. 

A new 12-week curriculum launches on Sunday, September 12; it’s called 
“Toy (Bible) Stories.” Without question, kids love toys. Each one is 
enjoyable for a different reason, but all toys are used for the same 
purpose: to play. All throughout the Bible, we see God using many 
different people to help carry-out His own purpose. In this series, kids 
will be learning about some of their stories. Each week along the way, a 
different toy (somewhat based off the popular movie series) helps to 
reinforce the lesson of the story from God’s Word. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer 
to provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  we use this process for both time slots on Sundays so 
please check your kids in when you first arrive.  

We continue to have regular Sunday School classes available for 
all ages of kids/youth - starting September 12 (we are not having 
Sunday School on 9/5 due to the breakfast for all that morning) we 
have a new start time of 9:15am. 

“Children of Praise” ... Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:45pm 
This has become customary during the Fall Cultivate session (re-launched on 

Wednesday, September 1): kids ages 4 through 7th grade - we’ve gone up a 
grade level to help with numbers this year - participate in “Children of 
Praise.” They spend Wednesday evenings rehearsing songs, practicing drama 
and more in preparation for their annual Christmas performance. This year’s 

performance date is Sunday, December 12 at 10:30am with December 19 as a 
back-up date in the event weather impacts the 12th (it has almost happened before!). We are 
grateful for Jamie Millican and a team of volunteers being willing to lead these kids during this 
time so that C.O.P. can happen again! More details on this year’s Christmas drama will follow. 
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Our 2021 “Time Lab” VBS is well in the rearview mirror at this point, but 
there’s one item of follow-up we wanted to share. As you likely 
remember, our VBS offering again went to Life of Hope in Guatemala - 
to help with the purchase of shoes, a necessity for kids going to school. 

This year’s offering was a little more than $645! We have sent that money on and have 
already received some pictures back from Life of Hope. Check out page 22 in the “LIVE OUT” 
section where we have shared a few of these pictures. Way to go, kids (and parents)! 

Info applicable to all kids/youth … 

Les’ latest  
Well it started! For most of us, we’ve completed two really full 

weeks of school as of September 3. We worked so hard to get 

ready: neatly-lined notebook paper. Sharpened #2 pencils. A brand

-new box of brightly-colored crayons. A sturdy lunch box ready for 

the first ham and cheese of the year. Permission slips. Sports 

schedules. Class lists. So many details and so much stuff! This time 

of year, shopping for 3-ring binders can seem like a 3-ring circus. 

Gone are the lazy days of summer. The fall school routine brings 

new courses, loads of homework and extra-curricular activities. 

While the arrival of the school year brings a fresh start, it can also bring a lot of worry to the hearts 

of parents. Our thoughts turn toward our children's interactions with others. We wonder how our 

timid child will fare in a brand-new classroom, when most of his or friends are in another class. We 

fret about our prank-pulling middle-schooler, earnestly hoping our child doesn't make a habit of 

getting called to the principal's office. We fear for our high school student, worried they might be 

influenced by the wrong crowd. Or we stress over academic concerns. Will our struggling first grader 

ever make progress in reading? Will math ever click with our fifth grader who gets hives when she 

sees a story problem? Will our high schooler get into his ideal university? Besides relational and 

academic matters, we also long for kids who are spiritually and physically healthy and strong. If left 

unchecked, our thoughts and concerns as parents can wreak havoc on our hearts as we allow the 

tentacles of worry to choke out our joy. 

Luke 2 mentions four areas Jesus grew in as a young boy: "And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and with people." Our Lord grew wiser each year. He physically 

grew. His relationship with His heavenly Father continually strengthened. Jesus even gained favor 

with people here on earth who saw Him day to day. And how I love the simple sentence that 

precedes this: "His mother kept all these things in her heart." 

ATTENTION Parents of kids/youth Kindergarten through high school ... Les held a meeting 
for all of those involved in our student ministries here at Southland. Part of what happens 
at this meeting is we distribute “Hold Harmless Forms” for the new year, an unfortunate, 
but necessary part of ministry today. If you were not able to attend the meeting in 
person and sign one of these for the new year, here are the options. Extra copies can be 
picked-up and signed (located at the Welcome Center). Arrangements can also be made 
to get copies mailed to you. If your family participates in any of our student ministries, 
please make this happens as soon as possible. 
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When Mary was mothering Jesus, she tucked thoughts of her son safely in her heart. Some Bible 

translations say she "treasured" them; others use the word "cherished." I don’t know how this 

particular word is translated in Greek, but none of these descriptions portray Mary fretting and 

fussing, worried and anxious. She pondered about her son and his growth, but she didn't allow her 

heart to become rattled. 

This fall, let's turn our anxious thoughts into treasured prayers, kept safe and held fast by our 

Heavenly Father - the one who knows our hearts and loves our children even more than we do. 

When a concern pops up in our mind, let's drop to our knees and carry that concern to God. When 

we start to fear for our child's future, let's petition the only one who knows exactly what the future 

holds. Let’s turn our worries into our prayers. Let's delight in all that God is teaching our kids, 

whether it's how to read, how to forge friendships or how to solidify their walk with Him. And let’s 

realize they aren't the only ones being taught; as parents, we are learning a life-long lesson in 

trusting and treasuring, knowing God is always in control. 

for MIDDLE School and high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (starting at 9:15am, effective September 12): We continue with our 

ministry programming prior at 9:30am. For our youth, that includes separate Sunday School classes 

for our middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the 

high school class meets in Room #6. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE - started September 1: Our students (8th grade through high 

school; 7th grade and younger are involved with C.O.P.) are using a video series that imaginatively 

retells Paul’s life, from the perspective of the Apostle himself. As we see toward the end of his life in 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, Paul was a pilgrim passing through this life toward the next one. By looking at Paul 

and his efforts to exalt Christ, students will be encouraged to live with purpose as they embrace 

God’s leading in their lives. 

“Group Huddle Kick-off” at Incredible Pizza  

Sunday, September 12 from 5-9pm  

The total cost for the evening (see all the details for 

what’s included below) is $20. 

It’s time to kick-off a new year and we know just the place for some fun and 

excitement! Incredible Pizza is offering another great deal to our group. The $20 allows you to 

enjoy the all-you-care-to-eat buffet, have a $10 game card for playing on some of the newest 

arcade games in the area and be able to enjoy 4 of their attractions - laser tag, go carts, the tilt-a-

whirl and/or spinning La Bamba. Make plans to come and join us for this fun, memorable night. 

Don’t forget to sign-up at the youth display. 

See the next page for information about normal Group Huddle! 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS 
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“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students who strive to love 

Christ and demonstrate His love to others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into 

God’s Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. 

GH meets from 6-8pm each week, starting September 19. 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for September: 

Sunday, 9/19 “Night at the Beach” … Aloha! Enjoy a night of ocean breezes, loud/ 

colorful Hawaiian shirts and crazy grass skirts. 

Sunday, 9/26 “Fake ’Staches & Macho Nachos” … This is “nacho” average fiesta. 

Come “taco” ’bout your faith in Jesus. Inhale nachos, exhale happiness! 

Sunday, 10/3 “October Pretzel-fest” … Are you ready for the “wurst” party ever? 

Come early to enjoy root beer floats, bratwurst and pretzels. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

NEWS FLASH! It’s expensive feeding teenagers. Each semester, we 

ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding several hungry 

teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $25 for each 

student (that covers the whole Fall semester, through December). 

Make checks payable to Southland. 

Also, parent volunteers are always appreciated to help prepare and serve meals. Not only is it 

greatly appreciated, it gives parents a sneak peek of what happens at Group Huddle! Check 
with Les about when your help might be needed. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

We’ve had two especially great years in a row on this front: raising over $3,000 for the Todds 

in Australia and more than $1,400 for Lisa in North Africa. For this new school/ministry year, 

our missions’ offering - again, it’s for both Group Huddle and our Kid Encounter offerings - is 

going to support Brooke Effland with Team Expansion. She will be working remotely from the 

U.S. with a team in Eastern Europe using culturally relevant Gospel-centered social media 

content. Those living in certain parts of this area can indicate their interest in God’s Word or a 

local church by responding to internet advertisements (this model has largely been developed 

and used by our partners in North Africa). Brooke will be instrumental in helping to connect 

those seeking Christ with pastors and church-planting missionaries on the ground. We’re 
excited about the opportunity to help spread the Good News of Jesus in this way! 

More middle school/high school news 
The annual “See You at the Pole” event for students 

will be Wednesday, September 22 at 7am - it’s an 

annual gathering for prayer, Scripture reading and worship 

before classes start. Set your alarms early and meet at your 

school’s flagpole before classes start. It’s a time to pray for 

your campus, teachers and peers. Mark the date on your 

calendar and don’t miss the opportunity to be a part of the 

largest student-led prayer movement around the world! 
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It’s almost time again to 

“Get Lost in the Giant Cornfield 

Maze” in Aurora, MO! 

Wednesday evening, October 13 

from 5-9pm - instead of CULTIVATE 

Students from middle school and high 

school are going together this year (yes, 

we are working it out so that 6th and 7th 

graders will be included in this). 

Join your friends in testing your sense of direction at the giant cornfield maze. You can enter at dusk 

or wait until dark for the creepier journey. Enjoy hot dogs and s’mores over a fire pit. Be sure to 
invite your friends! Cost is $10/student. 

In past years, there have been two main Ozark Christian College 

events that we have attended in the Fall: the “Getaway” for middle 

school students and “The Event” for high school students. They were 

both canceled because of COVID last year. For various reasons (e.g. 
scheduling challenges, changes to how these conferences work, 

etc.), we wanted to communicate that we have decided not to 

participate in these events this year as a church youth group.  

A Note about 2022 Conferences 
Each year (at least, each year that doesn’t get impacted by COVID), our middle school and high 

school youth participate in conferences put on by Christ in Youth (CIY). Due to pre-registration 

deadlines that have been pushed up quite a bit, we wanted to go ahead and share this information 

as we prepare for next year’s conference. 

The Middle School “BELIEVE” Conference (for this year’s 6th-8th graders): This 

happens Friday, March 18 and Saturday, March 19 in Kansas City; it does include an 

overnight stay in a hotel. We’ll share more details in October, but they have moved the 

pre-registration deadline up so we have to collect a pre-registration fee (likely in 
the $25 - $30 range) by Sunday, December 5. 

The High School “MOVE” Conference (for the 2022-2026 

classes of): This next year, we are again returning to the University of 

Nebraska (in Lincoln) for “MOVE.” The tentative dates for next year’s 

conference are July 10-16. 

 Because this conference fills up, we need to reserve spaces early on in the registration process 

(it actually opens NEXT MONTH - October 5). Here’s what we have decided to do because of 

how early it is: this Fall, Les will get a basic head count of students who plan to attend next 

Summer. We will register in October accordingly to save spots. The church will “float” the funds 

to hold these spots with a $65 pre-registration deposit due on Sunday, January 30. 

We will be looking at fundraising options (e.g. the youth yard sale for “MOVE”) to 

help with the cost of these conferences. 
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Southland Women 
When you hear the word REFRESH, what do you think of? Even just 
thinking or saying the word has an effect on me. I tend to take a 
deeper breath and sit back further in my chair. My shoulders might 
move down a little from were I’ve been holding them way too close to 
my ears. If I think about it very long, I begin to picture a beach and 
imagine the sound of waves and seagulls. Just thinking about being 
refreshed has a tendency to feel refreshing!  

Matt shared at Flourish this theme of “REFRESH.” He explained that it carries with it the idea of hitting the 
refresh button on your web browser and letting things re-launch; it’s what we’re doing in so many areas of our 
ministry at Southland (which is why we used it as a theme). It’s the idea of updating while still doing something 
familiar. Starting over, while making slight changes. Doing things we’ve done before, but in a new way or with a 
new group of people. I love this idea. It feels absolutely perfect for our time right now. We’re getting back to 
activities we’ve done in the past, but making adjustments and updating things. If you’re like me and our family, you 
may be doing this at home and work as well as at church.  

At home, we have gone back to more routine. School started, but this time we function as a family of 5 most of 
the time, rather than 7. That gives opportunity to new rhythms and new patterns. We’re adjusting to new sports 
schedules. We’re working to build chores into the routine in a new way. We’re learning new patterns and rhythms. 
Likewise, within the church family, activities are picking up considerably … and it’s about time! The calendar has 
gotten fuller and it’s all positive, but it still requires some navigating. All of it means a new perspective and more 
thought and intentionality in order to be most effective.  

But the idea of Refresh also carries with it the idea of BEING refreshed - what happens to us. And how do we go 
about that? I think we all need refreshing right now. Life has been hard in the last year and a half or so. We’ve 
lost some of those we love. We’ve missed out on time together with people we care about. The situations in our 
country and around the globe are stressful and disheartening. So how do we go about being refreshed? I’m not 
just “asking for a friend.” I admit it, I’m asking for myself, too! I’ve struggled in the last few weeks with feeling 
overwhelmed and tired and stretched thin. I’m guessing you have too. I’ll share with you a few ideas, and please 
come tell me yours. I’d love to hear your experience and perspective! 

I looked to God’s Word to find ways to be refreshed. The Creator of life should have some great suggestions, 
since, after all, He is God and knows how life is best lived as its original Designer. If you look at Scripture for the 
word refresh, you’ll find some key ideas: 

 Food and drink are refreshing (see Genesis 18:5 and Judges 19:5). This may sound simple, but sometimes 
we need to sit down to eat and drink and refresh the energy of our physical bodies.  

 The Sabbath - or now the “Lord’s Day,” Sunday - is designed to be refreshing (Exodus 23:21 and 31:17). 
Our weekday lives are often ridiculously busy and we need to reevaluate whether or not we are actually 
living and embracing the Sabbath and getting the physical rest God knows we need. Rest is something God 
wants us to have, and He even commanded it! Our bodies, minds and spirits all need rest and refreshment. 
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 God Himself refreshes us (Psalm 23:3 - as does His Word according to Psalm 19:7). He gives us strength 
when we think ours will undoubtedly run out. Sometimes His refreshing may happen in corporate worship. 
Other times it may come in times of reading Scripture or listening to music.  

 In the Body of Christ, we can and should refresh one another (see 1 Cor. 16:18, 2 Tim. 1:15, Philemon 1:7 & 
22) - this is where church family comes in! We can bless each other in conversation, hugs, laughter and by 
spending time together. Connect groups, Wednesday evening Cultivate, Group Huddle and WSA are all 
places where we build time together into our church life. Of course, this refreshing can also happen in 
homes, on a deck, in a coffee shop, even in text form on your phone … really, the possibilities are endless! 

And one last note: I believe sometimes God directs us to do challenging things that, in the end, turn out to be 
refreshing. I definitely felt that way about participating in the mission trip with Casas por Christo last month. Our 
draining, tiring trip and the work done there was, in its own way, extremely refreshing. It was so good for my 
spirit to see new sights, share experiences with our group, make new friends, work hard, and accomplish 
something significant for the Kingdom and for a beautiful family. Refreshing doesn’t always take place in relaxation 
and inactivity. Sometimes it happens when you feel God stretch you and you get to see Him at work. I don’t think 
He wants us to be become stagnant - just look at the analogy provided by the Dead Sea! It constantly receives as 
water flows in, but never gives; and, look what happens. There is nothing fertile and nourishing about that water. I 
think we as people are also refreshed ourselves and stay refreshing to others when we are giving and investing 
and working to bless the world around us.  

Maybe the refreshing you need right now is to take on a new challenge and let God show off in your life. He’s 
really good at it! He wants to bring glory to Himself, and sometimes, He takes us along for the ride. I challenge you 
to find things that refresh you, but remember that the things God will use might not be what you expect. I hope in 
this season you find refreshment, even as activities amp up and life gets even more busy. Find the rest and 
nourishment you need physically. Be active and working for the Kingdom. And may you find the refreshment you 
need as you soak up God’s love in His word and in His people.  

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 
8th grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

The first BTG meeting 
of the new ministry 

year is Friday, Sept. 24 
(starting at 6pm).  

As always, dinner is 
included as part of BTG. 

WSA resumes Thursday, 
September 9 with a video 

series from Kyle Idleman on Paul’s letter 
to the Galatians.  
Please note a new time for WSA starting 
with this session: we will begin at 10am 
instead of 9:30am (we’ll still plan to be 

done around 11:30). 

Box Top Girls 

An Upcoming Women’s Ministry Event 

Monday, September 
27 from 6:30-8:30pm 

We’ll be working on a 
pumpkin craft. Snacks will 
be provided, but feel free 
to bring your favorite 
ones to share as well. We’ll be in the Great Room 
so feel free to park at the south end. 
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Upcoming Encounter Calendar (Sermons and More) 

Our potpourri-filled preaching calendar (not a specific series, but each week more as a stand-alone) continues into the 
first week of September. Since the first Sunday of the month is part of Labor Day weekend, it isn’t a great time to 
launch into a new sermon series. 

However, starting Sunday, September 12, we will launch into our main 2021 Fall 
series. It has become our custom at this time of year to use specific book/section of 
the Bible for our Fall series. We’re doing it that way again this year with the letter of 
1 Peter. We’ll share more about the series along the way. For now, just know that the 

message of this letter is incredibly relevant for where we find ourselves living today - God’s people in Christ living in the 
midst of this world as those who recognize they don’t belong. We’re looking forward to our look at this book.  

NOTE:  If you are looking to catch past services/sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through 
our main Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available 

there on the main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, we do value this option. Whether because of COVID or simply during this 

season of being out-of-town, we encourage you to stay connected in this way. 

Beyond that piece, we continue with these ENCOUNTER-related modifications during this 

season. We are making the LORD’S SUPPER available via trays with double-stacked cups or 

sealed kits available by the main door to the auditorium. For OFFERING, instead of passing 

trays, we are collecting that through boxes at each door (we have also highlighted other 

options for giving on page 5). When it comes to SEATING, we are striving to keep things 

spaced out as much as possible while still being able to facilitate those who are joining us in 

person. We are continuing these practices for the foreseeable future. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 

As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach 

out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We continue to welcome more volunteers! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online


18 

 

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

REFRESHED - CONNECT Groups re-launching in September 

(Breakfast all together at 9:30am on the Sunday of Labor Day weekend, 

then these re-launch on Sunday, September 12 at a new time of 9:15am) 

The season of COVID had a tremendous impact on some parts of our Southland ministries, of course, some 

more than others. Along with Wednesday evening Cultivate, our Sunday morning CONNECT Groups is one of the 

places where we felt the effects the most. Since January, we have had elective classes at 9:30 - not the 

same as before, but a welcome return to some level of normalcy. As we come to our “REFRESH” here at the 

beginning of a new ministry year, we’re ready to get back to what CONNECT Groups were fully designed to be. 

For the past several years, we’ve used these groups to be the place where we really develop more of this sense 

of FAMILY. We’ve emphasized these basic priorities: (1) relationship building, (2) praying together and (3) 

reflecting together on how God’s Word applies to our lives as followers of Jesus. The key word in CONNECT 

Groups is that word together. Our 2021 elective classes really focused on #3 with a small sample of the other 

components. Along the way, it seems that we've been missing the sense of community that the context of 

CONNECT Group can provide (something even different than what we experience with D-Groups on Wednesday 

evenings). These groups also create a good entry point for someone who is new to Southland and wanting to 

find a place to develop a sense of belonging.  

In the past, our CONNECT Groups have centered around the same basic demographics or life stage. These 

have not been hard-and-fast rules, but rather suggestions to help people find a place where they might best fit 

with others. We would occasionally offer some other formats like “Cross CONNECT” (inter-generational 

groups) or “His & Hers CONNECT” (men and women separated). Primarily, though, it was our normal groups 

where we spent most of our time. Of course, much has changed since early 2020. Because of that,  we are 

using this time of REFRESHING to revamp our groups somewhat as we re-launch. Below are the basic guidelines 

we’re going to be using to get these going again. 

(1)  We’ll continue to have our “LAUNCH” group for college-age and young adults. (We do, of course, 

offer ministry programming for kids/youth in this 9:15am time slot as well.) 

Otherwise, instead of 4 groups, we’re going to start - at least as we come together for the first week on 9/12 

- with 2 other broad groups:  

(2)  In the Fellowship Hall, a group for those who were previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at 

Last - those who are nearing or at retirement age. 

(3)  In the Great Room, those who were previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who still 

have kids in the house. (NOTE: This one can quickly and easily split into two groups if/when needed 

that’s needed, even if it’s within September). 

These groups will take the first little bit to determine what their Connect Group is going to look like (e.g. a 

name, basic content focus, etc.) in the midst of starting to re-connect relationally. Be sure of this: along 

the way, we’ll be working to create the best of what CONNECT Groups have been along the way here at 

Southland. We encourage you to come join us as we experience church FAMILY in these groups! 
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As with our CONNECT Groups on Sunday morning, this is another area impacted significantly during 

the season of COVID. In fact, we had not met with these since that fateful Wednesday, March 11 - as 

one article has described it, “the day everything changed.” Indeed, the building was abuzz with talk 

about what was unfolding; and, we halted CULTIVATE ever since. Yet, we are excited that we’re back 

at it now as part of our broader Southland REFRESH as we enter a new ministry year! 

As a reminder, since Fall 2015, CULTIVATE has provided a specific slot in our ministry calendar for 

the “GROW DEEP” priority (see Colossians 2:6-7). More recently, we have used the “Deeper Life 

Group” (a.k.a. “D-Groups”) format on Wednesdays - groups of 8-10 people from the same gender in 

the context of relationship for more open discussion and encouragement. We are continuing that as 

we resume here in September of 2021. We have seen the ways that this can help us GROW DEEP in 

our faith in Christ together; it’s good to be able to resume it! 

We have already shared a flyer about this session; you can find it through this link if you’re viewing 

this electronically: Fall 2021 Cultivate Session (paper copies are also available on the Cultivate 

counter in the foyer). There is no need to share all of that again, but here are some specifics: 

 CULTIVATE meets each Wednesday - 5:30-6:15 for the meal (cost is $3/person with a max of 

$12/family) and then ministry programming for all ages from 6:30-7:45. 

 This session runs from September 1 through November 17; we’ll take a break through the 

Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons before resuming at some point in January. 

  For this session, our D-Groups are using the Gospel of Mark as the content. We will be working 

 through the whole book between September and November 17, the last week for this session. 

 After a couple of preliminary weeks, each week from 9/15 onward is going to focus on a chunk 

 of Mark - reading the text plus using a guide to help us reflect on a specific portion of it. The 

goal is for each group member to do this in advance of the next D-Group meeting.  

 We’ll distribute paper copies of the guide each week for the next; these will also be available in 

the foyer on Sundays as well. Additionally, you can access an electronic (PDF) version - we are 

going to e-mail it out leading-up to each Wednesday and you can find it online at the Cultivate 

page of our website: http://gosouthland.org/ministries/cultivate. 

 We encourage you to come and be a part of what’s happening at CULTIVATE! 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Fall_2021_CULTIVATE_flyer.pdf
http://gosouthland.org/ministries/cultivate
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Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

Especially as we enter into this new ministry year, we’re going to be resuming our Welcoming 

Ministry with greeters, people serving at the Welcome Center (for about 25 minutes 

around the start of ENCOUNTER - from 10:15-10:40) and foyer hosts (those who remain in the 

foyer throughout the time slot for greeting people, etc.). We’ll be recruiting volunteers for 

these roles - both those who have done it before plus new ones. 

Even more broadly, throughout the month of September (leading out of FLOURISH 2021), we 

are using this time to encourage serving within our ministries here at Southland. There are 

tables set-up in the front corner of the auditorium. On these tables are clipboards where you 

can sign-up to serve in one of our ministry areas at Southland. As we move into a new 

ministry year, choosing to volunteer in one of these areas would be a great step to take! 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

We have several volunteers that we need to make sure we 

recognize in this section of “The Vine” … so many, that we 

need some of the next page as well! 

A “THANK YOU” to those who helped make FLOURISH 2021 happen: Kristie Martin plus 

those who helped by making desserts or getting the meal ready (Ernie & Charlotte 

Emmerton, Marsha Foster, Debbie Hoenshell, Debbie Jennings and Bob & Liz Wood) as 

well as the set-up team led by Doug & Susan Graves plus Mark Miller. Of course, more 

helped them get the room ready and helped to clean-up/resent on the back end. 

Also, this is an appropriate time for us to recognize a couple who regularly served in so many 

capacities – a special “THANK YOU” to Alex and Jill Cobb. As we enter September, Alex has 

begun a fuller part-time ministry role at a church in Clever (he’s preached there for a couple 

of months now, but his role expands this month). Over the nearly decade that the Cobbs have 

been here, Alex and Jill have both served in many different ways. Here’s a sampling:  

 Serving on the worship team (both A who occasionally led and J) 

 Teaching in the Refuge as well as in other formats (A - including preaching at times 

 along the way) 

 Serving in the nursery (both A and J)  

 Being a part of the women’s ministry team (J).  

Of course, that doesn’t include all the other ways they invested in people relationally and 

participated in the work of ministry here as part of the church family. We are grateful for the 

servant hearts and willing hands they have demonstrated over the year. They both will 

certainly be missed for reasons beyond what they do, but certainly because of the way they 

served. So, from the Southland leadership and broader family, thanks, Alex and Jill! 
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

9/5 Julie Brothers Kristin Londeen Les Londeen 

9/12 Melissa Wilcox Cindy M./Andrea C. Sean & Megan Falconer 

9/19 Amanda Miller Anna Martin Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

9/26 The Graves Family Amanda Butler Stefani Hall 

Some SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for September 2021 

Below, we have listed some roles of service we have specifically scheduled (the COMPUTER and 

SERVING TEAM LEADER are following the same schedule as is typical). 

 Greeters/Foyer  Computer Serving Team Leader 

9/5 Sonya Simpson Mark Miller Still working on this; thank 

you to those who have 

been helping us create a 

welcoming environment 

9/12 Dan Gray Doug Graves 

9/19 ??????? Ben Jennings 

9/26 Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

Rick shared as part of his article (see p. ) about a couple of upcoming events happening with our local ministry 

partners: the PCC’s “Walk for Life” on Saturday, September 18 and CCH’s Golf Tournament to support global 

missions on Saturday, October 2. For more details, check out the information - including links - there. 

LOCAL MISSIONS giving - direct support and any love offerings/donations: 

At FLOURISH 2021, we shared the amounts we gave to our missions partners during the past ministry year. We’re 

including that information here and on the next page as well; what we’re sharing is the actual giving for this past 

ministry/fiscal year in its entirety now that it’s completed - September 2020 through August 2021: 

 Ozark Christian College: $4,570   Christian Campus House: $4,115 

 Pregnancy Care Center:  $2,750   Crosslines:   $3,962  

 Show-Me Youth Home:  $650   Maranatha:   $1,830 

That makes our total giving to these local partners:  $17,877! 

This doesn’t include other expenses related to our local partnerships (e.g. support we provide through paying for 

sponsors to attend events, camp scholarships, etc.) nor does it include expenses related to our local outreach. 
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available in the auditorium (by 

the map). This is really the only way one of our partners can 

communicate with us. Their location makes any online presence too 

risky from a security standpoint. We do regularly make their 

newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

We were grateful to have our Mexico mission trip team share as part of our ENCOUNTER service on Sunday, 

August 15. This trip truly was a Southland family-wide effort; and, we appreciate those who went as well as 

those who supported their going in whatever way (e.g. through donations, prayer, etc.). We are already 

looking to the future as it relates to another trip to Mexico (the same area even, hopefully) in 2022 as well as 

a Guatemala trip in 2023. Be watching for more details! 

FOREIGN MISSIONS giving - again, direct support and any love offerings/donations: 

Again, as mentioned on the previous page with our local missions giving, we shared at FLOURISH 2021 our 

past ministry year’s global giving. We’re including that information again here; specifically, we’re sharing the 

actual giving for this past ministry/fiscal year in its entirety now that’s it’s completed (September 2020 

through August 2021): 

 CICM:       $10,800 + another $2,560 from love offerings 

 Partners in North Africa:    $14,400 + another $50 from a love offering 

 Contributions to the  team fund in N. Africa: $6,000  

 Life of Hope:      $6,000 + an additional $696.75 from the VBS  

        offering and a love offering 

Southland has also directly invested as a church about $10,576 in supporting global causes (e.g. one-time 

support, our own trip to Mexico for the house expense, etc.). That means over $51,000 in giving to our 
global partners and other international Kingdom work.  

Beyond that, our young people also raised $1,400 this past year to support a worker in North Africa.  

One more global missions item: Our 2021 VBS offering went to Life of Hope again - over $640 to help buy 

shoes for kids so they can attend school. We have already received back some pictures from those who 

received the shoes and wanted to share a few here. Enjoy these, and great job! 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

