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Congratulations to Jeremiah Simpson who was immersed into 

Christ by Les on Sunday, August 11 (a result of conversations during 

the MOVE Conference). We rejoice with Jeremiah in his decision! 

We also want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our newest 

Southland members:   

Tim & Carol Ricke  Eric & Melanie Lenox 

Both couples officially joined on Sunday, August 25. 

Southland “FAMILY” News 

As we do each year toward the end of August, we came together as 
a church family on Sunday, August 25 for our annual FLOURISH 
event. Like always, it was a great time to enjoy being together as a 
church family - delicious food, good fun and fellowship (even the 
mixers!). Of course, it was also a chance to reflect on the ministry 
year behind us - to share what has happened, especially celebrating 

the good. Likewise, it was an appropriate time to re-focus as we prepare to move forward into 
the one ahead. What seems to happen every year happened again: at the end of the evening, we 
were able to rejoice in the privilege of being a part of God’s church family here at Southland! 

There were many other highlights to the evening. We heard a bit of Southland’s history, the 
heritage of faith that has been passed down to us. We once again heard powerful testimonies 
about our theme. We all had the opportunity to reflect on those who left a lasting impact on our 
lives. We participated together in the Lord’s Supper to remember the story where perhaps the 
greatest ripple effect in human history began. It’s consistently such a valuable time in the life of 
our church FAMILY here at Southland. 

This year, we approached things a bit differently; instead of 
sharing our theme in advance as we built-up to FLOURISH, we 
held it off until the event:  

On the one hand, this theme reminds us that the faith in Christ 
we have has been passed on to us. Sure, if we’re in Him, we 
have chosen it for ourselves as well; and yet, it didn’t start with 
us. Whether it’s from our parents and grandparents, a church 
family in which we grew-up, other influential believers, etc. - 
we all have received it from people who passed it on to us. In 
fact, it has rippled throughout history from the time of Jesus Himself. We did not come to this 
faith on our own, but have received it from beyond ourselves. It is good to celebrate this reality. 
That’s part of what we did at FLOURISH with the post-it notes on the foamboards as we each 
wrote the names of those who passed on this LEGACY to us.  

During September, we are leaving these boards up on the easels around the auditorium. If you 
put a post-it note up there, we invite you to use one of the Sharpie markers and actually write 

the names on the board to make it more permanent. If you weren’t able to join us, find an empty 
space on one of the boards and write down the names of those who passed this legacy on to you. 

 

A look back at FLOURISH 2019 an important FAMILY event: 
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We are in the process of working toward a new directory. At various tables 
around the building, we have made available a draft with the contact 
information we have on file. Sometime before September 15, please verify 
or correct that information; of course, if we are missing details (either an 
entire entry or specific contact information) please provide that. We will 
then work to finalize a new edition. 

Two more upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities: 
Sunday, September 1 at 9:30am - join us on Labor Day weekend for 
another “donuts and pastries breakfast” (as we did back in May). Even if the 
food is not the healthiest, it’s a more relaxed opportunity to come connect 
with others in the SCC family. Make sure you note the 9:30am start time! 

Sunday, October 13 at 5pm (time subject to change) 
… Southland’s “FAMILY Fall Fun” event 

We’re looking forward to this autumnal opportunity to enjoy time 
together as a church FAMILY. Last year, the weather wasn’t the 
best, but we’re looking forward to some Fall-themed fun! More 
details to follow, but for now, mark the date on your calendar. 

A look back at FLOURISH 2019 (cont.): 
Of course, there’s another dimension to this as well. This LEGACY that has been passed on to us 
carries with it a God-given responsibility to pass it on to others. We are to continue the chain and 
extend it beyond ourselves. In that way, this LEGACY of faith in Christ is not what we leave only 
after we are gone from this earth; rather, it’s what we are in the process of leaving in the lives of 
others by the priorities and values we live by. It’s what we pass on to our children and even 
grandchildren. It’s what we pass on to others that we are hopefully leading to Christ - the “ONES” 
we are each for. It’s what we pass on to others within a church FAMILY as well. To keep only for 
ourselves the LEGACY that has been passed on to us is to pretend we are somehow the end of the 
intended chain reaction. While we celebrate how the LEGACY has come, this theme also invites us 
to see the ongoing responsibility it includes. May we embrace this calling that comes with the 
sacred trust we have been given. May we pass on to others beyond ourselves what has been 
passed on to us by others beyond ourselves. 

NOTE:   If you were not able to be here with us for FLOURISH, we have packets available in the 
foyer (along with other materials). While it won’t give you everything from the 
evening, it will certainly help you be up-to-speed in regards to what’s happening here 
at Southland. 

PROPERTY Update: 
We continue to reap the benefits of the property sale last September. That is obviously true when it comes 

to our MORTGAGE and budget. That’s also true when it comes to the ongoing MAINTENANCE/BUILDING 

IMPROVEMENTS front.  The Fellowship Hall makeover is complete. New folding chairs have arrived. The 

ceiling in the foyer and hallway has been upgraded. By early September we will have a fresh coat of paint 

on a good portion of the building. We are most grateful for the opportunity to complete these projects! 
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids 

and youth through high school). Groups are meeting as normal except on September 1 

(Labor Day weekend - breakfast during this time slot). See page 16 for specific details 

about our Connect Groups. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. See pages 15-16. 

Wednesdays - 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 start time otherwise … CULTIVATE - our 

Wednesday evening “GROW DEEP” ministry. This session starts September 4 

and runs through mid-November. See page 17 for more details. 

Other Events (listed by date): 

Through Sunday, September 1 … we are collecting supplies for Show-Me Christian 

Youth Home. Look for the donation table in the foyer starting that day. See page 

19 for more details. 

Sunday, September 1 at 9:30am … breakfast with donuts, pastries and bagels; no 

Connect Groups or kids’ Sunday School classes (normal 10:30 programming). 

Wednesday, September 4 … CULTIVATE resumes; see page 17 for general information - see 

also page 9 for details re: kids and page 11 for details re: youth. 

Friday, September 6 … the first BTG meeting of the new year; see page 14 for details. 

Saturday, September 7 … we have again been invited to join “Show-Me Christian Youth Home” 

for its annual open house; see page 19 for more details. 

Sunday, September 8 … normal Group Huddle resumes for the school year; see pages 10-11. 

Sunday, September 15 … a lunch meeting after service for all VBS rotation leaders (pre-K/K 

and grade school) as a follow-up to our 2019 VBS, “The Incredible Race.” 

Friday, September 20 … a women’s ministry event: “PASTA & PAINTING” at 6pm (p. 14). 

Saturday, September 21 … CCH golf tournament; see page 19. 

Friday, September 27 through Saturday, September 28 … Middle School Getaway at Ozark 

Christian College; see page 12 for more details. 

Saturday, September 28 … The Pregnancy Care Center’s annual “Walk-4-Life;” see page 19. 

Thursday, October 3 … the first meeting of WSA, “Women Set Apart,” at 9:30am; see the 

women’s ministry section - page 14 - for more information about this. 

Friday, October 4 and Saturday, October 5 … the 2019 Fall Junior Bash at Maranatha Bible 

Camp, an event for those in 3rd through 5th grades; see page 10 for details. 
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Other Events (listed by date - cont.): 

Sunday, October 13 at 5pm … Southland’s “FAMILY Fall Fun” (this 2nd annual event is in lieu 

of the chili cook-off and kids’ fall festival). For now, mark the date and be looking for more 

details about this fun time together as a church family. 

Wednesday, October 16 … the high school youth’s trip to the corn maze; see page 11. 

Friday, October 18 … the middle school youth’s trip to the corn maze; see page 11. 

INCOME … 

Regular tithe for August = $34,482 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $8,620 

50  

That brings our total tithe for the ministry year (September through August) to $431,037 for a weekly 

average of approximately $8,290. That is basically right where we projected to be throughout this past 

year. Furthermore, it helped produce a good surplus moving forward since we were without a full-time 

salary for most of this year. On the one hand, it all puts us in a healthy, stable position as we move 
forward. On the other hand, this position is where we need to be as we move forward.  

Make sure to check out the “LIVE OUT” section (pages 19-20) for financials related to our giving to partners; 

these were shared at FLOURISH as well - though we now have the full ministry year’s giving. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … August 2019 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of 
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

For staying up-to-date, we encourage you to utilize Southland's online presence: our 
website (www.gosouthland.org) and also our Facebook group called “The Southland 
Scoop” (to be added to the group, find the page and send us a request to join).  

Also, we do a good amount of communication through e-mail (i.e. updates about 
events, a link to “The Vine” when it’s completed, prayer requests, etc.). If you are not 
receiving such electronic communications from us, please contact the office to let us 
know. We can get your address added to our distribution lists (or help troubleshoot 
any problems keeping you from receiving such e-mails). 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more efficiently:  

we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to be sent to the 

prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any staff member to 

make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you don’t have e-mail access or would 

rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well. 

Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well. If you are not receiving such 

updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added. 

PRAYER 

RIGHTNOW MEDIA … through our church subscription, everyone connected to 

Southland can have his or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content 

wherever and whenever there is an online connection (via smart phone, computer or 

another connected electronic device). If you haven’t yet, please send a request via e-

mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you get set-up. 

http://www.gosouthland.org
mailto:prayer@gosouthland.org
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

For the past three editions, we focused on the commitments made specifically by SCC leadership. This was 

done in conjunction with our annual process of considering new elders. In previous editions of “The Vine,” 

we identified the specific commitments made by SCC elders in their unique leadership role as well as those 

commitments made by elders and staff together. Last month, we then shared the staff commitments. It 

seems fitting for us to use this space in this edition to lay out again the members’ portion of the covenant 

(it’s especially appropriate on the heels of FLOURISH 2019). These are designed to help SCC members 

know specifically what it means to belong to the church family here. 

Member Commitments (we have not provided here the actual NT texts that serve as the basis for these 

commitments made by Southland members; see a copy of the covenant for those):  

 As members, we covenant to protect the unity of Southland by doing that which leads to building 

up one another and avoiding that which threatens to undermine the Spirit’s bond of peace.  

 As members, we covenant to support the doctrine established by the leadership, affirming it in any 

teaching capacity and choosing not to be divisive in a potential disagreement with these beliefs.  

 As members, we covenant to strive for holiness so our lifestyles appropriately represent Christ and 

Southland. 

 As members, we covenant to be faithful stewards of the resources God has graciously provided, 

regularly giving to Southland and God’s Church of my time, abilities and financial means in a way 

that is reflective of how Christ Himself gave — sacrificially, generously and willingly. 

 As members, we covenant to help create a positive culture where people are warmly welcomed and 

encouraged to discover God’s Truth, follow Jesus and be changed by His Spirit. 

 As members, we covenant to care about the health and well-being of Southland, actively doing our 

part to help bring that about (e.g. praying for the church). 

 As members, we covenant to accept the leadership God has established at Southland, including 

their responsibility to lovingly discipline when it is appropriate. 

 As a member of Southland, who desires to participate in the priorities established by the Southland 

leadership for my own growth in Christ, I join with others and covenant to be actively involved in 

the priorities of the process statement. 
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What MATTers to me … 
So, there’s a bit of LEGACY talk filling this edition of “The Vine;” you may have noticed! You can check out pages 
2-3 as well as staff articles for more on the theme. There’s much about the theme that I’ve found myself really 
latching onto since we first identified it as our point of emphasis for this new ministry year. Indeed, there’s 
something that’s healthy about us both (1) celebrating those who have passed on this legacy of faith in Christ to 
us and (2) remembering that we are to pass on to others what’s been passed on to us!  

All of that being said, I actually want to use this space to go back to where we were on Sunday, August 18 during 
our sermon time. As we led into FLOURISH, we came back to reflect on the words of Ephesians 4 - key words 
from Paul about the church. Specifically, we reflected on what the text identifies as God’s blueprint/design for the 
church. The overall emphasis of this text points to the outcome of growth and maturity; the end result of God’s 
design is the God-intended flourishing of His people. This maturity is not about just increased knowledge or 
some sort of perfection; rather, it’s about living healthy and thriving lives of faith that produce appropriate fruit. 
Individually and collectively, as we participate in the church, this is what we should be experiencing. From that 
Sunday, there were a couple of illustrative supplements that didn’t get included, but that I wanted to make sure I 
communicated. Two different analogies or metaphors from the realm of nature that help us picture God’s design. 

Here’s the first: in keeping with the idea of a healthy, flourishing tree, it means that God 
intends for His church to operate as a GREENHOUSE. There is a lot involved in the growth 
of a plant: the right nutrients, the right amount of water/sunlight, etc. When such things are 
present, God has created within plants the natural capacity for growth. And yet, optimal plant 
growth is often limited to the right environment/surroundings. It’s where greenhouses enter 
the picture. By mitigating the realities from outside circumstances, greenhouses maximize and 
enhance a plant’s natural God-designed potential for growth. They let in the right amount of 
sunlight while trapping harmful rays of light. They provide a controlled temperature with the right amount of heat. 
They allow for water to be available in appropriate quantities. In other words, they provide the ideal environment 
(even where it doesn’t naturally exist) for growth and flourishing to happen. In the midst of the world in which we 
live, that’s an appropriate way for us to consider what God has designed His church to be!! Sure, there is much 
that we are to do individually for our own growth; and yet, in the end, He has really designed us to experience 
that within the context of the church community, our FAMILY of faith! Now, the analogy obviously breaks down - 
plants in greenhouses often remain right there; unlike them, we are designed to grow to be LIVING OUT our 
faith in the context beyond the church community. Nonetheless, it’s a good picture of what we should be striving 
to be as a church - a context that offers the right condition for spiritual growth to happen … where individually 
and collectively, we flourish. May we be such a church! 

Here’s the second picture: in our journeys of faith in Christ, we should follow the model of the gargantuan trees 
that grow in California called REDWOOD trees. They are famous for their immense size; in fact, they can grow to 
over 300 feet tall! If you’ve seen them, it’s hard not to marvel at the majesty of God’s creation. Evidently, they are 
able to grow so tall because of their incredible stability which enables them to stand for a long time and keep 
growing. Here’s what is particularly fascinating to me about these trees: that stability doesn’t come because of 
DEEP roots (what we might think), but because of WIDE roots. (No, we’re not advocating shallowness; again, all 
analogies break down.) As their roots spread out - it’s said they grow 3 feet out for every 1 foot up - the roots 
of a single redwood tree becomes intertwined with the roots of others. It’s why they grow in groves. Redwood 
trees are healthy and flourish not because they stand tall and strong alone, but because they stand tall and 
strong TOGETHER. I know it’s true in my life. This is my story - from my family of origin to my wife and kids 
now. It’s also my story from my childhood at my home church through my college and seminary years to my years 
of ministry in churches. I have grown, my faith in Christ has grown, because of believers around me who have 
allowed their roots to be intertwined with mine! As part of the church, it’s what we’re called to be for others as 
well. I suppose in the end, it’s really what it means to receive a LEGACY of faith in Christ - as others have 
passed it on to us and as we pass it on to others, God is growing us together in Christ as His church! 
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A note from RICK ... 
When we first started thinking about the theme of Legacy for the ministry year, my first 
thoughts went to a book. A big red book that once set on my grandpa’s bookshelf and now 
sits on mine.  It’s called Randleman Reunion 1981 (sounds riveting, I know). It details the 
heritage of the Randlemans, in pretty good detail, all the way back to the 1700’s, and then, 
in less detail, further back even to the 1500’s up through 1981. It’s a pretty cool book to 
have. I have so many memories of my grandpa Orvis (strange name, I know … and he 
wanted his legacy to be having a grandchild named after him … that didn’t happen, sorry 
Grandpa) sitting in his chair and reading that book, telling my brothers and me stories of the 
family. I think that he saw it as his duty to make sure we knew as much as possible about 
who we are and where we came from as Randlemans. He cared about our family’s legacy.   

As much as I appreciate having that information handed to me and have shared (in much 
less detail) some of those stories with my own boys, there are some other things that I see 
as much more important that were handed down to me through my grandfather.  While we 
hardly ever talked about faith directly, my grandfather was the embodiment of 1 Thessalonians 4:11: “make it your goal to 

live a quiet life, minding your own business and working with your hands … then people who are not believers will respect 

the way you live ...” Grandpa was far from perfect, but he had a quiet and strong confidence that I still long for. He was 
married to Grandma for 70 years and was disappointed that they wouldn’t make 71. He adored her. That’s legacy. He was a 
committed member of Parkview Christian Church until he helped start Northside and then he remained an active member 
there for the rest of his life. Legacy.   

He instilled these qualities in my dad. Dad (and Mom) made sure we were a part of the church at Northside every time the 
doors were open. Growing up, we didn’t talk too much about faith with each other … until life hit him hard and shook his 
faith to his core. I was in college when dad reached out to me to talk faith; he was questioning - even doubting - and didn’t 
have anywhere to turn but to his son in Bible college. I didn’t know much and didn’t have any life experience with what he 
was struggling with, but I knew enough to point him back to Jesus’ presence in the midst of the storm. I stood back and 
watched as he pursued Christ and his faith took root so incredibly deep that his life changed completely. I watched my dad’s 
faith grow and deepen almost daily to the point that when cancer hit him several years later and he knew the end was 
coming soon, his faith was unshakable. Unquenchable. If anything, the more sick that he got the deeper his faith grew. He 
had a calm in the storm that I can’t even begin to describe, the peace that passes understanding. Legacy. 

As I continue to think about legacy, I’m grateful for my family and the legacy of faith handed to me, but I also realize that to 
live a legacy “beyond ourselves” is so much more than just living it out within our physical families, although that’s a huge 
part of it. Ephesians teaches us that we are now “members of God’s family. Together we are His house, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and the prophets … joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord” (2:19-22). 

I want my boys to catch on to what my grandfather and father passed down: quiet confidence, peace, hope, faith and more. 
Hopefully they see these things from me. I know they see them in their mother. I want to live those qualities for them, but I 
also want them to know and understand that they are already (or should already be) living beyond themselves. Legacy isn’t 
about age. As they’ve been poured into, they have a responsibility to pass that on as well. Each of us, as others pour into 
us, should be pouring into others. My faith was handed to me from my family initially, but it was Wayne Bushnell and Chris 
Heiss and Woody Wilkinson and Aaron Carmichael and Adam Kretzinger and Pete Smith and Anna and so many more that 
God placed around me that are just as responsible for pouring into who I am and am becoming.  

Rich Mullins, probably my favorite singer/songwriter, said, “I am a Christian, not because someone explained the nuts and 

bolts of Christianity, but because there were people willing to be nuts and bolts.” I want my boys to know that when they 
show love and hope and peace and patience and encouragement to the people around them, when they share the gospel in 
words and in actions, they are being the nuts and bolts of Christianity. They are living a legacy beyond themselves. I think 
that’s the essence, in my opinion, of this theme of Legacy: It’s being the nuts and bolts to those around us. It’s being an 
arrow that points beyond us and to the true source of everything we need. I hope my life points to Jesus; I hope yours does 
as well.    
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“Children of Praise” ... Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:45pm 
This has become customary during the Fall session of Cultivate. Kids ages 4 

through 6th grade participate in “Children of Praise” (we’re keeping this 
change of having the 6th graders  in C.O.P.).  They spend Wednesday evenings 
rehearsing songs, practicing drama and more in preparation for their annual 
Christmas performance. This year’s performance date is Sunday, December 8 

during our ENCOUNTER service at 10:30am; we are also going to go ahead and 
identify December 15 as a back-up date in the event the weekend of the 8th is impacted by 
weather (it almost happened last year!). A team of volunteers leads them during this time.  

Practices start with the launching of CULTIVATE on Wednesday, September 5 (see p. 15 
for broader details). More details on this year’s Christmas drama will follow. 

      - “Discipleship Jr.” (1st
 - 5th grades) 

“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal throughout the month of September; kids this 
age (it’s different for those Kindergarten and younger) start out in our regular 

ENCOUNTER service at 10:30am until being dismissed during offering. 

VBS 2019 is well in the rearview mirror at this point;  however,  
there are a couple of items we still need to address: 

First, we are having a lunch meeting on Sunday, September 15 after 
service. This is for all rotation leaders (pre-K and grade school) as we 
follow-up on our 2019 VBS with a new publisher/curriculum and begin 
the transition to next year. 

Also, we wanted to share some pictures (as we did on Sunday, Aug. 18) that Devin sent to us. 
Our offering of $1,600+ went to help Life of Hope purchase shoes for kids in Guatemala so 
they could attend school. Here are a few of the pictures resulting from that. Great job, kids! 
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Friday, Oct. 4 & Saturday, Oct. 5 - for 3rd-5th graders 

It’s a Friday and Saturday of fun activities, worship and learning about God and His Word at 
Maranatha; this session’s theme deals with Noah, his faith and the great flood. As is typical 

for these Jr. Bash sessions, there’s again a science-based emphasis.  

Registration is $35 (SCC covers $10/child) if registered by September 26.  Parent 
sponsors who attend are covered if/as they are needed.  

To register, go to the following website (it’s the normal one for camp registrations so you 
can use previous credentials): https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/; you 
can click directly on it if viewing this electronically. Please remember to select the “pay by 

check” option and get the money to Les. 

ATTENTION PARENTS OF ANY KIDS/YOUTH IN SOUTHLAND’S STUDENT MINISTRIES (kindergarten 

through high school): If you haven’t already, please make sure you sign one of the “Hold 

Harmless” forms. Copies were distributed at the parent meeting back in August. If you still need 

one (or another), you can pick-up and sign one in the outer office area. 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students who strive 

to love Christ and others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into God’s 

Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. 

Group Huddle kicked-off with a fun evening on Sunday, August 18 with 72 students and 

sponsors at the Incredible Pizza Company. After FLOURISH (August 25) and Labor Day 

weekend (September 1), normal Group Huddle resumes Sunday evening, September 8! 

GROUP HUDDLE meets from 6-8pm each week. 

GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS: 

We also help youth get a broader perspective of what’s happening in Jesus’ Kingdom beyond 

Southland by supporting a mission each semester. Last year, our young people (in Kid 

Encounter and at Group Huddle) raised $1,100 for work Samuel and Rachel Martin and a newly 

established church in Kyoto Japan called Mustard Seed Christian Church.  

This year’s offering is going to Allen and Marilynn Todd who are 

going to be working in New South Wales, Australia. Most of our 

young people were able to meet the Todds on Sunday morning, 

August 18, when they were with us at Southland for a combined 

middle school/high school Sunday School class. It was great to 

hear our young people being challenged to pray and give 

generously as the love of Jesus is shared down under! 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/
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GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding 

several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $20 

for each teen from your household who is attending (that covers 

the whole semester, through December).  

Also, parent volunteers are always appreciated to help with meals. Not only is it greatly 

appreciated, it gives parents a sneak peek of what happens at Group Huddle! Check with Les 
about when your help might be needed. 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for September: 

 Sunday, 9/8 WEAR IT! … “Football Fever” (support your favorite NFL team) 

Sunday, 9/15 DRESS UP! … “Insurance Impersonations” (Jake from State Farm, 

Flo from Progressive, etc.) 

Sunday, 9/22 PLAY IT! … “Space Invaders” (Area 51 has nothing on this 

extraterrestrial night) 

Sunday, 9/29 EAT IT! … “Scooby Snack Night” (Zoinks; don’t miss it!) 

 

More middle school/high school news 
Wednesday night CULTIVATE resumes Wednesday, September 4 (see p. 15 for broader 

details), we have programming for middle school and high school students. This meets from 6:30-

7:45pm. NOTE: 6th graders will be with C.O.P. during the Fall session of CULTIVATE. 

They will be led through a curriculum called “Run 

the Race” based on a popular movie of the same 

title from earlier this year.  

The annual “See You at the Pole” event for students will be Wednesday, September 25 at 

7am - it’s an annual gathering for prayer, Scripture reading and worship before classes start. Mark 

the date on your calendar and plan to join others at your school. 

It’s almost time again to 

“Get Lost in the Giant Cornfield Maze” 

For middle school students (6th-8th grade), the 

date is Friday, October 18; vans leave at 5pm 

and return at 10pm … students will explore the 

maze as well as enjoy roasting hot dogs and s’mores. 

For high school students, the date is 

Wednesday, October 16; vans leave at 5pm and 

return at 9pm … pizza for supper and s’mores will 

be part of the evening. 

Invite your friends to join you in testing your sense of direction at the new location in Aurora. You 

can enter at dusk or wait until dark. Space is limited to 25 students each night so be sure to sign-up 

at the youth display. Cost is $10/student regardless of which night. 
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Specifically for MIDDLE School ... 
The 2019 “Getaway” at Ozark 

Christian College 
 

 

Friday, September 27 (leave at 4pm) 

through Saturday, September 28 (return at 5pm) 

6th-8th graders can sign-up at the display in the south foyer. 

Cost is $35 (includes housing, Saturday meals and a t-shirt). 
Students will also need extra money for Friday’s dinner (quick stop before things start) 

as well as a late-night ice cream snack that night.  
 

The “Getaway” is a fast-paced weekend experience designed especially for middle school students 

(6th-8th grades). Overnight housing is provided in the OCC dorms. Kids experience great worship, 

speakers and activities. It’s always a great time! 

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH … 

“The Event” 
at Ozark Christian College 

Friday, Nov. 1 (leave at 4pm) and 
Saturday, Nov. 2 (return at 5pm) 

Cost is $35 (includes housing, 
Saturday meals and a t-shirt) 

Students will need extra money for this as well.  

Did someone say road trip?! Just as the middle school students have their opportunity to be at Ozark 
Christian College, this experience is specifically designed for high schoolers. Bring a change of 
clothes, personal grooming supplies and a sleeping bag (we’ll crash late at night in the OCC dorms). 
Special guest speaker is Brad Tate known for his thought-provoking video devotionals with worship 
led by the Jordan Howerton Band. 

 

Also, a public service announcement for juniors and seniors … make sure you mark your 
calendars for the 2019 College and Career Fair on Tuesday, October 8 from 5-7pm. This event is held 
at the University Plaza Convention Center. There will be 60 different exhibits from colleges/
universities as well as branches of the military. Financial aid seminars will also be included 
throughout the evening. This event is for you and your parents. 

A switch in Sunday School Rooms: 

Starting on Sunday, September 8, we are flip-flopping rooms for our 

middle school and high school classes. Due to the increased attendance, 

the high school class will be meeting in Room 6 while the middle 

school class will go across the hall to Room 7. 
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southlandwomen 
From Kristie … 
Matt gave us permission to share in this format what we would have shared from the stage at Flourish if time 
had allowed. I am MUCH more comfortable sharing from here than being on stage, so I am thrilled with this 
turn of events!  

As most of you know, I have been a part of the Southland staff for two years now. My role transitioned this 
summer, from a focus primarily on office tasks with a few women’s ministry responsibilities, to primarily 
women’s ministry with a few office tasks still in the mix. I am thankful for this new opportunity, though I am 
out of my comfort zone in a LOT of ways. I am thankful that Southland’s ladies are very gracious and 
understanding, and I’m thankful that God is faithful! It’s His ministry, after all, and I just get to be a part of 
His plans for it. I am also thankful for Matt as my “cheerleader” – he believes in me, often more than I do in 
myself. He has been so encouraging as I have questioned myself and my abilities in this new role. I am 
incredibly blessed to have his leadership and support as my husband and as my boss. 

This past ministry year was a tremendous blessing.  
Our MSA ministry had a great year, with new faces and familiar loved faces in attendance.  
BTG had a great year also, with energetic girls and skilled, loving teachers.  
We watched D-groups develop and relationships between women grow.  
We held events for ladies of all ages and had a blast together.  

As we begin a new ministry year, I am excited to see what God will do. My heart for women’s ministry has a 
lot to do with the idea of LEGACY, even though that is a new theme that we are focusing on this year. This has 
been a part of Southland women all along, and it’s right out of Scripture. Titus 2:3-5 encourages older women 
to be living according to God’s Word and, in turn, teaching younger women to do the same. It’s the idea of 
receiving and then passing it on. You may be passing it to sisters in Christ your own age, or to those younger, 
but in spending time studying together and living life together, you have the opportunity to pass it on.  

I can’t really write about “legacy” in the context of women’s ministry without mentioning Debbie Nelson and 
the impact she has had on Southland women, and Southland as a whole. Very personally, I am so thankful for 
her influence in my life. I know many of you feel the same way. She has been a support and encouragement to 
me from the day I met her, and I can’t really imagine who I would be today if I had not been blessed to know 
her. She has been a blessing to me in more ways than I could ever convey. She has led women’s ministry to 
where it is today, and I am so grateful and humbled to be continuing after her, and am thankful to still working 
beside her on staff. 

Within Southland’s women’s ministry, this “legacy” impact may happen in a number of ways. It may be in Bible 
study. It may be in Connect groups, D-groups, or big events. Whenever we are connecting with our sisters in 
Christ and following Jesus together, we are impacting each other. I trust you have people in your life that have 
supported you in your journey of faith and helped to pass a legacy on to you. Now it’s your turn! We 
encourage you to invest yourself in Southland Women this year and I know you will be blessed because of it.  
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“PASTA and PAINTING” — Friday, September 20 (6-8pm) 
We will eat dinner together then participate in a Fall-themed painting project (the painting 
portion is optional). This is an event for women of all ages and childcare will be provided. 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

This year’s study for the girls is a book called Lies Girls Believe - and the Truth That 
Sets Them Free by Dannah Gresch. Moms will be discussing the same topics using the 
companion guide A Mom’s Guide to Lies Girls Believe.  

The next BTG meeting will then be Friday, November 1. 

Box Top Girls 

While we continue to consider other avenues for men’s ministry, here are a couple of features that are going 

to be part of things moving forward: 

We are going to continue the meals at Harmony House once a quarter (at least through the end of 

2019, we’ve committed to this length of time). Thanks to Tim Prater for leading the team back on 

August 10; the next date is in November. 

We are also continuing the Deeper Life Groups format as part of CULTIVATE on Wednesday nights 

(resumes Wednesday, September 4). These include opportunities for guys to be together for reflecting 

on God’s Word, praying together and building relationships - realities that should certainly be 

foundational building blocks for men’s ministry. 

Women Set Apart 
For several years, we had a group called MSA (Moms Set Apart) that met twice a month on Thursday mornings 
during the school year. The group focused on equipping mothers with kids in the home to be the wives and 
mothers God would desire them to be. As the tagline put it, “Intentionally Biblical for Intentional Mothering.” In 
years past, the women’s ministry at Southland also offered “Ladies’ Bible Study” for women of all ages as a 
time for studying God’s Word and building relationship connections. 

We are now in the planning stages of creating a combination of these aspects. We 
want to offer women (mothers included) an opportunity to spend time studying God’s 
Word together and forming bonds with sisters in Christ. We’re calling it “Women Set 
Apart” (WSA); the new tagline is “Intentional Learning for Intentional Living.” The Fall session will meet each 
Thursday, October 3 through Thursday, November 21 … 9:30-11:30 each time (childcare will be provided). 
Ladies, please join us as we launch this new opportunity within our women’s ministry. 

The first official BTG 
meeting for this new 
ministry year will be 
Friday, September 6 

from 6-8:15pm. 

Dinner (pizza and 
salad) is included.  
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

“A Legacy of Worship”  

As we were preparing for Flourish, Matt was discussing the theme of LEGACY with us. He wanted staff to share 

that evening about our ministries through this lens (of course, it didn’t end up happening which is why this is 

being shared here). I decided to start out by looking at a legacy of worship that changed my life, a legacy that 

came from Rich Mullins, a Christian song writer in the 1980’s and 90’s. If you want to learn more about him, 

there is even a movie about him called “Ragamuffin” that I would highly recommend.  Mullins once said the 

following words: 

If my life is motivated by my ambition to leave a legacy, what I'll probably leave as a legacy is ambition. 

But if my life is motivated by the power of the Spirit in me, if I live with the awareness of the indwelling 

Christ, if I allow His presence to guide my actions, to guide my motives, those sort of things - that's the 

only time I think we really leave a great legacy.  

In some ways, music is a weird thing if you think about it. Specific frequencies set in specific rhythm can bring 

us to our knees, can cause tears to well up in our eyes or can bring us joyfully to our feet. It strikes to the core 

of us. We sing for a lot of reasons, one of those reasons is to remember - to remember who Jesus is, to 

remember His character and attributes, to remember where we as a church have been and to remember what 

Jesus has done. As we remember, it challenges us to, as Mullins puts it, “live with the awareness of the 

indwelling Christ.” Anna Martin pointed out at our Easter service that we sang a song from the 1800’s and a 

song from 2018. It’s part of the ongoing legacy of faith that continues to pass on the Good News of Jesus. 

We have some absolutely amazing volunteers as part of our team. They continue to teach me more and more 

what it means to live a life of worship. This past year has been life-changing for me and I want to thank all of 

you for that. I am super excited to continue to sing with and grow with all of you in this new year! 

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy, 

 Adam Faulkner 

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar  

We have decided to use this “LEGACY” theme as the main 
focus for our Fall 2019 sermon series. In fact, this idea of 
“passing on what has been passed on” captures a basic 
Biblical instruction. The same can be said with the emphasis 
on “beyond ourselves” - our faith in Christ is the result of 
others and our responsibility in Christ is toward others. We 
will start with a week (or two) focusing on the theme more 
broadly. Then, we will spend several weeks specifically 
considering the type of LEGACY we should be living. What 
should a faith in Christ be passing on to others? 
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REMINDER:  If you want to listen to sermons you might have missed, you 
can do so through the website. Go to the “Online Sermons” tab at our 
website (www.gosouthland.org). From there, you can find the date of the 
sermon you are looking for. Assuming everything goes properly, we try to 
get sermons posted by Tuesday. It’s never the same as being with the 
church family, but it is a way to stay connected. You can also navigate to 
find past sermon series as we have many years’ worth of sermons archived.  

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

September and October in Connect Groups  (Sundays at 9am)  

If you’re not already part of a Connect Group, there are some points throughout the year that offer a 

perfect time to join one. As we move into the new ministry year here at Southland, this is one of those 

times. It’s also a great time to get re-connected if you have been a part of a group, but have become more 

sporadic in your involvement. All groups will be meeting as “normal” at this time as there is no current plans 

to use an alternative format (i.e. “Cross Connect” or “HIS & HERS Connect”) for now. 

Reminder:  on Sunday, September 1, Connect Groups are not meeting - instead, we are having 

a church family breakfast at 9:30am; we hope you join us for this church-wide FAMILY time. 

Then, on September 8, we will spend some time reflecting on our “LEGACY” theme within Connect Groups.  

Below is a listing of the groups that meet on Sunday mornings at 9am as well as where they meet: 

LAUNCH (meeting in Room #5) … for college-age and young adults. 

The BRANCH (meeting in the Southeast corner of the auditorium) … for those with younger families.  

The Refuge  (meeting in the Great Room) … for those who have kids in middle school, high school and 

even into college (earliest adulthood). 

Free at Last (meeting in Room #7 for September) … for those who continue to have work 

responsibilities, but whose kids are mainly gone. 

Empty Nesters (meeting in the Fellowship Hall) … for those who are primarily in the retirement life stage. 

The basic demographic identifiers are given for informational purposes, not as binding parameters. 
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G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

 
Since Fall 2015, CULTIVATE has provided a specific slot in our ministry calendar for the “GROW 

DEEP” priority (see Colossians 2:6-7). We felt there was an opportunity for us to strengthen our 

emphasis on this. In our last ministry year, we brought the “Deeper Life Groups” concept into this 

format (a.k.a. “D-Groups”). We are continuing that emphasis for Fall 2019 and beyond. For this 

upcoming year, we are going to be using a book called Core 52 as the content, a book written by Mark 

Moore designed to “build your Bible IQ.” We are excited about the ways it can help us GROW DEEP in 

our faith in Christ together. 

A note about CULTIVATE timing - a meal is served beginning at 5:30 each Wednesday; 

ministry programming runs from 6:30 to 7:45. 

As always, we have ministry programming for all ages during CULTIVATE. 

See the flyers we've made available in the foyer for all the CULTIVATE details; 

they are also available electronically at this link:  Fall 2019 Cultivate Session. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve here at Southland. 

Throughout the month of September (leading out of FLOURISH 2019), we have tables in the 

front corner of the auditorium. On these tables are clipboards where you can sign-up to serve 

in one of our ministry areas at Southland. As we move into a new ministry year, choosing to 

volunteer in one of these areas would be a great step to take! 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its 

own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is 

healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Fall_2019_flyer.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2-DJjjo9AKw6eU2a4FDijOIP8WfGjvjgrO9hfMrCi7IBU3RTfmtxEZb2c
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Serving Schedule – SEPTEMBER 2019 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

9/1 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  N/A - breakfast Sunday 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Ben & Debbie J. 

9/8 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |—— Ernie & Charlotte E. (8:45-10:15) ——| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) Ken & Debbie N. 

9/15 
2nd/3rd Grade (8:45-9:10)  |——–— Tony & Kim F. (8:45-10:15) —–——| 

Launch (10:15-10:40) Joan H. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) A.J. & Terra G. 

9/22 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |—— Warren & Carolyn B. (8:45-10:15) ——| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Ken & Debbie N. (10:15-10:40) Steve & LeeAnn M. 

9/29 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |—–—— Bill & Pam F. (8:45-10:15) ——–—| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Volunteers needed (10:15-10:40) Bob & Liz W. 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

9/1 Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

Dennis & Kay McCann 

9/8 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

9/15 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

9/22 Warren Burros Nate Jennings 

9/29 Les Londeen & youth T.B.D. 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

9/1 - 8:50-10:00am 
9/1 - 10:20-dismissal 

N/A 
Jill Cobb 

N/A (breakfast Sunday - no nursery during this time) 
Cobb Family 

9/8 - 8:50-10:20am 
9/8 - 10:20-dismissal 

Stacy Gambill 
Debbie Gray 

Stacy Gambill 
Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Kira Smith 

9/15 - 8:50-10:20am 
9/15 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 
Susan Graves 

Cheryl McAnally 
Graves Family 

9/22 - 8:50-10:00am 
9/22 - 10:20-dismissal 

Pam Sewell 
Abbi Miller 

Joe & Pam Sewell 
Kris & Natalie Wuerch + Abbi Miller 

9/29 - 8:50-10:00am 
9/29 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Julie Brothers 

Amanda Miller 
Julie/Madi Brothers 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

9/1 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Les Londeen with Douglas Arnold 

9/8 Kristin L. - Macy S. Brad & Ashley Worthy 

9/15 Cindy M. - Andrea C. Stefani Hall with Tommy Hall 

9/22 Brad & Marsha F. - Ezri S. Andy & Donna Lillard 

9/29 Ted & Gina O. Les Londeen with Ian Deckard 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. We want to provide you with some specific ways you 

can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

The “Empty Nesters” Connect Group is once again leading a “Supplies Drive” to help support the 

Show-Me Christian Youth Home near Sedalia, Missouri. Sunday, September 1 is the last day to bring 

donations for this. Donated items will be taken by a group going to the open house at Show-Me on 

Saturday, September 7. Anyone who wants to go is invited to attend (see below). 

Speaking of Show-Me’s open house (see details about the event 

to the right), let the office know if you would like to join the group 

that is going up for that event. The event is Saturday, September 

7 from 10am to 3pm. As the donations are delivered, it also offers 

a great opportunity to find out more about the great work being 

done through Show-Me, one of our local ministry partners.  

In addition to such service-oriented opportunities, there are also a couple of “FUN” opportunities during the upcoming 

weeks and months to help support our ministry partners. 

Saturday, September 21 (actual start time is 8am) 

A 2– person scramble at the Bill & Payne Stewart 

Golf Course in north Springfield 

Cost is $65/person (all-inclusive) 

Proceeds go to support CCH’s mission trips. 

If  you are interested, you can sign-up directly with CCH or talk to Rick. 

On Saturday, September 28 the Pregnancy Care Center will be 

hosting its annual “Walk 4 Life” (registration opens at 9am; the 

actual walk begins at 10). This year, it is again being held at the PCC 

facility on East Primrose. Check out https://417pcc.org/walkforlife/ 

for details. It’s a great way for us to support the work of the PCC! 

https://417pcc.org/walkforlife/
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really 

the only way one of our partners can communicate with 

us. Their location makes any online presence too risky 

from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

Make sure you check out the VBS section on the kids’ page for a few precious pictures that resulted from our 

VBS offering (some that were shared on Sunday, August 18 as well)!! 

LOCAL MISSIONS giving - direct support and any love offerings + money donated as part of special fundraising efforts 

(NOTE: this is for the actual past fiscal year in its entirety - September 2018 through August 2019): 

 Ozark Christian College: $4,310 Christian Campus House: $3,880 

 Pregnancy Care Center: $4,443 Salvation Army/Crosslines: $2,520  

 Show-Me Youth Home: $1,275 Maranatha: $1,710 

That makes our total giving to these local partners:  $18,138! 

This doesn’t include other expenses related to our local partnerships (e.g. support we provide in the form of paying for 

sponsors to attend events, camp scholarships, etc.) nor does it include expenses related to our local outreach like the 

“LIVE OUT: Service Day.” These numbers do, however, include church-wide fundraisers like we do for the PCC. 

FOREIGN MISSIONS giving - again, direct support and any love offerings + money donated as part of special 

fundraising efforts (NOTE: this is for the actual past fiscal year - September 2018 through August 2019): 

 CICM:       $10,800 + another  $3,060 in love offerings 

 Partners in North Africa:    $14,400  

 Contributions to the  team fund in N. Africa: $6,000  

 Life of Hope:      $6,000  

 A TOTAL of $37,200 support directly to our foreign partners + another $3,060 in love offerings. 

Southland has also directly invested as a church about $12,000 in supporting global causes (e.g. one-time 

support, our own trips to Guatemala, etc.). 

Above and beyond that, our young people also raised $1,100 this past year to support a group in Japan.  

Finally, our 2019 VBS raised $1,612
60

 to support our Life of Hope partners in Guatemala. 

We do want to make sure we’re keeping our “ONE-for-ONE” effort in front of you. It’s a way of 

emphasizing our responsibility in Christ. God invites and even calls us to participate in His mission of 

sharing the Good News of Jesus with others around us. Indeed, each one of us is perfectly positioned in 

the life of someone else for just such a purpose! That’s what this “ONE-4-ONE” idea is all about.  

The “ONE-4-ONE” commitment:  to embrace God’s calling and participate in Jesus’ mission by 

offering ourselves to the Holy Spirit to use each ONE of us to reach someONE around us. 

Check out the display in the alcove for more details and to join us in making this commitment. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

