
  

 

We invite you to come join your 
Southland FAMILY for a fun 

Fall-themed event.  

Activities start at 4:30pm 
with a soup/chili supper at 6pm then 
s’mores in the courtyard after supper.  

See page 2 for more details 
about our plans for the evening. 

Southland Vine The 

For OCTOBER 2022 
1630 W. Republic Road * Springfield, MO 65807 

www.gosouthland.org 

Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 

What’s Inside: 
 

2-3 Southland FAMILY News  

3-4 Other Info. + What’s Happening 

at SCC (includes calendar) 

5-6 What MATTers to Me 
6 A Note from RICK 

7-8 ”Southland KIDS” 
8-9 Group huddle (other ms/

HS news too) 

10-11 Southland Women 

12 Encounter 

13 Connect 

13 Grow Deep 

14 Build Up  (serving schedule) 

15   Live Out  

We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine toward the end of October. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Be watching for info during October 
about this annual project. 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
We also want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our newest 

Southland members:   

Mark & Melissa Wilcox plus Kaleigh Krueger 

An Upcoming “FAMILY” Opportunity: 

 

 

As in the past, we have various activities planned for all ages - many of them outdoors - so good 
weather would be great! As part of the evening, we will enjoy a delicious chili/soup supper at 
6pm. We’re also planning on s’mores with marshmallows cooked over fire pits in the courtyard. 
All in all, we’re looking forward to a fun time together as a church FAMILY! 

Here’s some information about what we need you to know and do to make this event happen: 

 . Please sign-up at the 
display in the foyer. 

 

. The church will provide all that’s needed beyond this - like crackers, 
shredded cheese, supplies for s’mores, etc. 

 

 

If you’re at all connected to Southland, you’re a part of this family, so come join us! 

Future Upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities at SCC: 

  
As we make our way toward the Thanksgiving season, we will be 
starting the annual process for our “THANKSGIVING Baskets” 
project. This effort is a great (and easy!) way for the Southland 
FAMILY to come together to serve those outside of our church and bless others in this season. We 
will be communicating more details about how you can participate during October. As always, 
this will include the opportunity to donate items to help us build the baskets. Be looking for more 
information as we head through the month of October. 
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 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For September 2022 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 

Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: September monthly tithe = $25,351 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,491 

00  

This is the first month in our new fiscal year. As a result of the “down” fiscal year that ended in August of 
2022, we enter this year without much buffer in our General Fund. At the same time, we have two layers 

of reserve: a fund with some savings in it as well as another truer emergency fund. We continue to work 

to manage where we are overall in a wise way: being realistic while still prioritizing ministry. We 

encourage you to continue being in prayer about where things are and give as you are led and are able. 
We are certainly grateful for your faithful giving to the work of Christ at and through Southland! 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be 

accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app. Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. In addition to regular giving, this can be used for other purposes like payment of 

fees (e.g. for Cultivate meals, etc.). Especially when using this platform to make such a payment, we do 

ask that you cover any charges. There is certainly no requirement to use this tool, but we are grateful 

to have it available for those who choose to use it. 

 

This is how we’ve begun packaging the Christmas season at Southland. 
Just as families have their own traditions for the season, so do we as a 
church FAMILY. It may seem like a long way off, but it will be here soon; 
we’ll share more as we get closer to December (see page 4 for specific dates 
that have already been set for this season). 

We continue to use “Church Center: PEOPLE” (a tool of “Planning Center”) within 
the Southland FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that those 
who have signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password (access it here: 
https://people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also available through an app 
called “Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for us to maintain connections with others in the 
Southland family. Through the access those in the Southland family have, it also allows you to 
personally manage all of your contact information. 

Auditorium Renovation - a Quick Look Back 
We are grateful to be at this stage with our recent renovation in the auditorium. We’re still 
waiting for the sound panels to be finished in the southeast corner and we do still have some 
future plans with lighting, décor, etc. Otherwise, we are done; and, it all looks so great! One way 
we invited you to participate in the renovation effort is by helping to purchase the chairs (we are 
also grateful for the volunteer help in various ways, of course). Now that we’re at the end of 
September, we feel like we can wrap a bow on that effort. In the end, this special giving project 
brought in just a bit under $10,000; thank you, Southland family, for your generosity! 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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Other specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

These are the “extra” events and activities that are happening 

in addition to all of our normal ministry programming. 

Friday, October 7 (leave at 3:30pm) and Saturday, October 8 (return at 3:30pm) - Jr. Bash 

at Maranatha Bible Camp, an event for kids in 3rd-6th grades (see p. 8). 

Wednesday, October 12 - the youth group’s annual trip to the Cornfield Maze (see p. 9); if 

weather causes a postponement, the make-up date is Friday, October 14. 

Sunday, October 23 - our annual “FAMILY Fall Fun” event. Check out page 2 for details about 

this event; it’s a great time together as a church family! 

Friday, October 28 … BTG (6-8:30pm). 

OCTOBER and NOVEMBER … during these months, we will be inviting you to join us in our 

annual “Thanksgiving baskets” effort. Be watching for more information later this month. 

Sunday, November 6 … “Daylight Savings Time” ends for 2022. Make sure to set your clocks 

back an hour Saturday into Sunday. 

Sunday, November 6 … we will again be participating in the annual “International Day of 

Prayer for the Persecuted Church.” It’s a day of raising awareness about the reality of 

persecution around the globe and joining in prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ 

who “share our faith, but not our freedom.” 

Friday, November 11 … the “Middle School Mid-Nighter” (see p. 9). 

Sunday, November 13 … another kids’ ministry event from 12-2:30pm (after service). 

Sunday, December 4 … our annual “Thanks-Mas Church FAMILY Dinner” at 5pm.  

Sunday, December 11 … our 2022 Children of Praise production (see p. 7). 

What’s Happening at Southland: 

Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School for all kids and youth). See page 16 for specifics 

about groups that are meeting now. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. 

Sunday evenings (6-8pm) … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth (see pp. 

8-9 for more details).  

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE, a “GROW DEEP” ministry … 5:30 for dinner, 

6:30 for ministry programming each week which includes D-Groups studying 

Quest 52. See page 13 for more. 

Thursday mornings (10am start time) … WSA - Ladies’ Bible Study (see p. 11). 
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What MATTers to me … 
(I had the privilege of doing a chapel service for Jr. High students recently. I took the opportunity to preach on 
Proverbs 4:23, a text that emphasizes the importance of our hearts; it seemed a fitting topic for students in that 
age group. For that matter, it seems a fitting subject for all of us … hence the focus in this article space as well.) 

When it comes to our physical bodies, there are certain parts that are vital for life. Sure, every organ along with 
every other part has its own specific function (granted, there are still questions about the appendix); it’s just that 
some simply matter more. That’s how it is when it comes to our hearts. As one source put it, “your heart, as the 
center of your cardiovascular system, is vitally responsible for just about everything that gives your body life.” It’s 
why we hear doctors talk about the importance of your heart’s health. It’s why a problem like heart attacks or even 
blocked arteries that can lead to them are seen as big deals. We know how important our hearts are to our 
physical bodies and lives. 

Given the way God’s creation operates, it shouldn’t surprise us that this physical truth points to an even deeper 
reality about our lives as well: our hearts are vital to our spiritual lives too. For us, we tend to think of our hearts 
as the center for our emotions and passions, our feelings. To be “broken-hearted” means you’re feeling  “down” 
because of something you experienced. To do something “with all your heart” means it’s happening with sincerity 
and strength from the depths of your feelings. Indeed, the heart is where we feel all the feels, the place from 
which we express devotion, love, happiness, anger, jealousy, etc. In God’s Word, there’s a much broader emphasis 
when it comes to the heart. Beyond just such “feelings,” it would invite us to see our hearts as the overall central 
command center of all that is inside of us: our consciences, our wills (where we make decisions, commitments, 
etc.) and even our thoughts (what we typically would associate with the mind). Indeed, Biblically, the heart is at 
the very center of our entire inner life as a human being; no wonder it’s seen as being vital for life!  

All of that is why God’s Word focuses so much on the condition of our hearts; beneath the surface of what is 
visible rests this all-important control panel for our lives, the human heart. There are the external realities: our 
actions, conduct, behavior, etc. - however you want to label them. Beyond or beneath that, there is this internal 
part that controls it all. It’s why God wants more than just the externals; He’s after our hearts. It’s why we’re told 
to “love the Lord your God with all your heart …” and to “seek Him with all your heart.” One of the ways the OT 
prophets (i.e. Jeremiah and Ezekiel) anticipated what God would do in the future is through the promise of a new 
heart. It’s why Jesus taught about the importance of the health of our hearts spiritually (e.g. see Mark 7:20-23 
and Luke 6:43-45). Such texts should remind us that God desires far more than just external acts of 
righteousness, He seeks an inside-out, whole person pursuit of and response to Him. 

That’s the message of Proverbs 4:23. The ESV translates it this way: “Keep your 
heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.” In this case, “keep” 
means to “guard” (hence the vigilance connection). Some translations use the 
phrase “above all else,” that means this is of utmost priority. The rest of the verse 
provides the reason why this needs to happen: because everything about who we 
are, including our external actions, flows from what’s inside of us. Really, this is the same point Jesus makes with 
the metaphor of a fruit tree in Luke 6: whatever is being shown externally is the by-product of the internal 
condition of the human heart. It’s why Jesus talks about even our external acts of sin as starting internally - in 
our hearts (see Mark 7:20-23 as well as Matthew 6:21ff and 23:25-28). The real issue is not just the behavior 
itself, as wrong as it may be; the bigger and deeper root issue is whatever is in our hearts out of which such 
external actions flow. (It should be noted that this progression works both ways - it’s true of our evil/wrong/
sinful actions and the goodness that flows from within us.) Indeed, Biblical “cardiology” would emphasize just how 
vital our hearts are to who we are and to our lives of faith. Since that is the case, how well we monitor, protect 
and enhance our heart health becomes vital. That’s why we GUARD it - both by protecting what enters and by 
making sure that it stays in the right condition, surrendered to Jesus’ Lordship and the Holy Spirit’s leading.  
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A note from RICK ... 
I enjoy leading music on the occasional Sunday. It’s out of my comfort zone for sure, but it has put me in a place to 

reconsider the importance of singing praises and honor to our King. Singing is an important part of our worship; 

but, it’s not the only part.   

I once asked a high school class what came to mind when I said the word worship. The most common answer they 

gave was singing. Not bowing. Not serving. But singing. I think the reason for that is because we have narrowed 

down our definition of worship to what we do on Sunday mornings; but, worship is so much bigger than that.   

In the Greek, proskuneo is the most common word translated “worship.” It means to bow down or to kiss towards, 

to honor … but it’s not the only word translated for worship. There are four other verbs and two nouns that are 

translated as worship. These words mean to revere, to serve, to act piously towards. My favorite is found in 

Romans 12:1 which says “… offer your body as living sacrifices … this is your spiritual act of worship.” 

The word worship here means “a sacred service” (the same word is used in Hebrews 10:2). It’s something we do 

for God to honor Him. Our service, our lives offered as living sacrifices is an act of service-worship. 

A complete picture of Biblical worship begins with us on bended knee paying respect 

and honor to God. This respect and honor is part of what we do with music on Sunday 

mornings. But then, we get on our feet and go out to serve Him. If our goal is to bring 

homage or reverence to our God, then our lives of service is the language we should 

speak. How do we serve Him? Check out Matthew 25:31-46 and 22:37-40 for some 

ideas. How is your life of worship? Are you bending your knees and paying honor and respect to our God? Even 

more, are you continuing that posture in your heart as you go about your life and serve Him?  

So, practically speaking, what does that look like? Here are a few considerations: 

1. What matters most is receiving the “new heart” God promises, surrendering it to Jesus so it can be 
transformed by the work of the Holy Spirit. In the end, the starting point for this is about His work in us, 
work that we must allow and submit to. Our hearts can only be right because He makes them so. 

2. We best address what needs to be fixed in our lives not by modifying external behaviors, but by going to 
the root causes of them - whatever is in the heart. Kyle Idleman shares a bit of a parable in his book 
Gods at War that is worth reading. It’s like an area by a creek that is continually messy no matter how 
much work you do to clean it up. Since repeated efforts prove to be futile, you investigate by travelling 
upstream where you discover a garbage dump, the ultimate source of the litter problem downstream. In 
the end, nothing you do matters without addressing where it all truly begins upstream. So it is with us; 
since the heart is the root of the problem, then the solution must address the heart. That doesn’t mean 
we become ambivalent about external behavior that is against God’s design. It does mean that truly 
addressing it requires going to the source and dealing with it there. Whenever we’re struggling, the heart 
needs to be the first place we do some checking, allowing the Spirit to address what’s found there. 

3. It’s vital that we are vigilant and diligent about what we allow in to our hearts. There are truly all kinds of 
ways the enemy can plant his seeds within us - we must recognize how much the wrong things planted 
within us end up controlling us. It’s true of the good things planted within us as well. Our “diet” greatly 
impacts our heart health; and so, be vigilant about what’s allowed in: strain out the bad, keep in the good. 

In the end, it’s basic to our lives of faith: if we want to be spiritually healthy, the heart is vital; and so, 
because it’s the source of all else in our lives, may we truly guard it above all else! 
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what is happening for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time every week. 

 (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time. Kid Encounter is meeting as normal throughout September 

Lessons for October are coming from a study called “Try Not to Laugh!” 
Does God have a sense of humor? Seriously, have you seen a platypus?! 
Not only does God have a sense of humor, but even the Bible has some 
very funny stories that can teach and inspire us. We dare you not to laugh; 

but, more importantly, we dare you not to learn! In this 4-week “Children’s Ministry 
Curriculum,” kids will learn to love and honor God through four funny tales from the Bible. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer to 
provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so please 
check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Sunday School classes meet for all ages of kids at 9:15am each week 
(we are meeting as normal throughout the month of October) - we have a 
class designed for all ages of kids. 

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE - C.O.P. 

Our kids (ages 4 through 6th/7th grade) spend their Wednesday evenings  
from 6:30-7:45 rehearsing songs, practicing drama and more in preparation 
for their annual Christmas performance. This year’s Children of Praise 
program is called “A Play in a Manger.” Even when plans for a “bigger and 
better than ever” extravaganza fall apart, the beauty and power of the simple truth of Jesus’ 
birth shines forth regardless. This year’s C.O.P. program will be on Sunday, December 11 (it 
takes place during our 10:30am ENCOUNTER time).   
 

An Upcoming Kids’ Event: Sunday, Nov. 13 from 12-2:30pm  
Be watching for more details about this Fall-themed fun event; lunch will be included. 
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“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time (6-8pm on Sundays) for middle school/high school 

students who strive to love Christ and demonstrate His love to others. It offers a place for 

students to connect and dive into God’s Word. 

GROUP HUDDLE Focus for this semester:  “Discover Where You Belong” 

Our world seems to be built around belonging. We create communities, seek out friendships, build 

families, plan parties and connect on social media. No matter who you are, something inside you 
longs to belong. Join your friends this semester as we study the characteristics of the God who 

claims us, considers us, names us and loves us; come and see how you belong to Him! 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for September: 

Sunday, 10/2 “School Spirit Night” - “We’ve got spirit, yes, we do; we’ve got spirit, 
how about you?” Represent your school with color and flair. 

Sunday, 10/9 Borrow a dinner jacket and a NERF gun as we play “Mafia Nerf Battle.” 

Join a team and show your skills dodging the little foam darts. 

Sunday, 10/16 “Octoberfest” - Are you ready for the ‘wurst’ party ever? Come enjoy 

root bear floats, pretzels and yodeling. 

Sunday, 10/23 No regular Group Huddle; students are encouraged to come and 
enjoy the Southland “FAMILY Fall Fun” event from 4:30-7:30. 

Sunday, 10/30 “Costume Party” - Everybody in disguises, anticipating exciting prizes. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding 

several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $25 

for each student (that covers this semester, through December). Make 

checks payable to Southland. You can also do this through Tithe.ly by 
choosing the “Group Huddle meals” option … please also cover the fee for this if you are using 
this option (see p. 5 for more on using Tithe.ly). 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWs 

an event at Maranatha Bible Camp for 3rd-6th graders 

The group will leave Southland on Friday, October 7 at 3:30pm  
and return on Saturday, October 8 also at 3:30pm. 

In addition to clothing for the time there including an overnight stay, you’ll 
need to pack your Bible, bedding and bathroom supplies. 

The early registration date has passed, but you can still sign-up at 
https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/. 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/


9 

 

More middle school/high school news 
It’s almost time again to 

“Get Lost in the Giant Cornfield 

Maze” in Aurora, MO! 

Wednesday evening, October 12 

from 5-9pm - instead of CULTIVATE 

Students from middle school and high 

school are going together this year (yes, we 
are working it out so that 6th and 7th graders will 

be included in this). 

Join your friends in testing your sense of direction at the giant cornfield maze. You can enter at dusk 

or wait until dark for the creepier journey. Enjoy hot dogs and s’mores over a fire pit.  

Cost is $10/student; that includes the maze, life-sized boxing robots, a scenic hayride, mechanical 

bull and the cow train. Invite your friends and be looking for a sign up-sheet. 

In the event of bad weather, this trip will be re-scheduled for Friday, October 14. 

for middle school 

“Middle School Mid-Nighter” 

Friday, November 11 

from 6pm until midnight 

Come enjoy a great evening of food, games and hilarious activities with your friends at this event 

specifically designed for middle school students. The fun continues until the clock strikes midnight! 

Watch for a sign-up sheet soon. 

for MIDDLE School/high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (starts at 9:15am on Sunday mornings): We have separate Sunday School 

classes for our middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the 

high school class meets in Room #6. Meeting as normal throughout October. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE has resumed (6:30-7:45 each week). Check out the youth 

planner for more information about plans for this Fall - a series called “Don’t Believe Your Eyes.” 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

Our offering for this ministry/school year continues to go to Casas por Cristo. In addition to 

facilitating trips, there are ongoing ways their work benefits from such financial support. We 

are grateful for the opportunity to bless their ministry as the mission partner for our student 

ministries. 
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Southland Women 
Since our last edition of the Vine, Southland lost an enthusiastic member, and I lost a dear friend. You 
probably already know this, but Karen Lyons passed away on September 15th. She was a part of the Southland 
family for around 4 years, and she and I became good friends during that time. Karen’s wishes at her passing 
included not having a funeral service, so I’d like to share with you some thoughts about Karen here in this 
space. Her life mattered to me, and I want the world to know that.  

Karen came to Southland from another church, and she told the story 
often that when she was driving down Republic Road, “Something” 
told her she should come to a Sunday service and see what it was 
like. She did, and she said she knew quickly that she wanted it to be 
her church home. She got acquainted that day with some folks in the 
Empty Nesters’ group, and she felt welcome and enjoyed time with 
them. I don’t remember exactly how she and I first met, but we 
became fast friends. I was honored to be included in her birthday 
lunch for her 80th, 81st and 82nd birthdays. My parents are far away, and I’ve long hoped that if my parents 
were in need of practical help or caring company, someone close to them would fill that need. So, in turn, when 
I met Karen and realized she had no family close by, I tried to serve her as I would want someone to do for one 
of my parents. It was an honor and a privilege to be her friend.  

If you knew Karen for much time at all, you no doubt could tell that she enjoyed a good time and had a great 
sense of humor. I loved carrying on playful banter with her and making her laugh. She often made me laugh, 
either at a story or a witty one-liner, or simply from the good-humored way in which she saw the world. She 
had a sign in her house – that I am now honored to have in mine – which reads, “Life is too short to dance with 
ugly men.” I always chuckled when I saw it in her office, and now I smile when I see it, partly because it still 
strikes me as funny, but mostly because it makes me think of her.  

One of the aspects of Karen’s life that impacted me was how much loss she had endured, yet she hadn’t 
become bitter or lost faith in God’s goodness. Her husband of about 30 years had passed away many years 
ago, and as would be expected at her age, she had lost both parents. What isn’t expected is that she had also 
lost a son when he was a very young adult. Then her other son went “off the grid” while struggling with 
addiction. For many years Karen didn’t know his location, how he was, or even if he was still living. I can only 
imagine that sort of pain. Karen had also lost other family members and friends, but in talking about her grief, 
she always came back to how she had faith and she knew she could count on God to get her through anything.  

Another part of Karen that inspired me was her sense of adventure. She grew up with her father taking her to 
car races, and she came to love the sport. One of the things she spoke most proudly of was that she and a 
girlfriend took up racing themselves in a time when that was almost unheard of. When she told people she had 
raced cars, she would always add “with the men,” which to me pointed out how proud she was of that fact. It 
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 
8th grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

For now, the next BTG 
meeting is scheduled 

for Friday, October 28 
(starting at 6pm).  

As always, dinner is 
included as part of BTG. 

Box Top Girls 

We are still looking for ladies to be a part of our Meal Team Ministry. It 
provides an organized way that we, as the Southland family, can bless 
someone at a poignant time in life: after a surgery, a loved one’s passing, 
extended illness, or the birth of a baby. If you are willing to be a part of 
this or have questions about it, let Kristie know. 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life 
stages to spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW 
DEEP” ministry) while forming bonds with sisters in Christ.  

WSA meets on Thursdays at 10am in the Gathering Room; 
we finish by noon, but occasionally even before then. 

We are currently studying God’s promises throughout the Bible using a book authored by Max Lucado called 
Unshakable Hope with corresponding video messages on RightNow Media. It’s not too late to join in! 

must have taken courage and tenacity, and it became a treasured season of her life. Even in the last year or 
so, Karen talked about how she wanted to go sky-diving before she died. Someone told her of a place in 
Branson that provides a simulation of that activity, and she really wanted me (or anyone!) to take her there. I 
was hesitant for her own safety … and also because of a small issue: I had no desire to participate in that, 
and I wasn’t sure I could be there and not be roped into joining her! Karen obviously had more sense of 
adventure than I do!    

Another important aspect of Karen was how she loved people. She participated in Sunday services, Wednesday 
night D-group and WSA studies on Thursdays. Beyond that, she was always up for a meal out or some way to 
be in a social setting, right up until she was suffering with such knee pain that she was unable to get out 
much. Even then, though, she could be found regularly at Wal-Mart, talking with people and sharing cheer and 
a smile. She showed me that we are wired for relationship and community and that I need to cultivate 
interaction and be intentional about communication with others. Karen had several family members and friends 
with whom she spoke on the phone very regularly, some every single day. She valued people, and it was 
impossible to know her and not see that.  

Karen’s life was full and vibrant. She was colorful in every sense. She could put together an outfit and jewelry 
with flair and style. She loved well and loved much. She was a good friend of mine, and I miss her. I look 
forward to the day I will see her again and hug her and until then, I will strive to learn from these important 
aspects of her. She was a gift and a blessing to me.  
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar 
We launched into our main Fall 2022 sermon series on September 11 - a series through 
Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 1-7. It’s a great time of year to remain focused on a 
specific portion of God’s Word; and, this section has so much valuable material. 

Throughout this letter, Paul is dealing with some challenges in his relationship with the believers in Corinth. Much of 
that seems to revolve around the “UNIMPRESSIVE” realities of his life and ministry. For example, nothing about the 
external circumstances of his life pointed to any sense of glory or power. Instead of running from such realities, Paul 
writes in this letter to defend himself while emphasizing the true message of Christ: even amidst suffering and 
weakness, the glory of the Gospel still remains within us like “TREASURE in JARS of CLAY.” 

Here’s where we’ll be during the month of October: 

 Sunday, 10/2 2 Corinthians 3:7 - 4:6  

 Sunday, 10/9 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 

 Sunday, 10/16 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 

 Sunday, 10/23 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 (Rick preaching) 

 Sunday, 10/30  2 Corinthians 6:14 - 7:1 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 
As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of our worship team (e.g. vocally, instrumentally or 

even with the tech/audio-visual team), please reach out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We 

continue to welcome more volunteers! 

 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, the much better way to participate all the way around, we do value this 

online option as an alternative. Whatever the reason you are not able to be present (e.g. 

health challenges, work, family responsibilities, etc.), you can still stay connected to your 

church family this way. 

The live stream also means that past services remain available on our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland … they should be accessible here even without 

an account). If you missed a week and want to catch-up, you can do so there.  

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all about - a small group relational context for reflecting on 

God’s Word and praying together.  These are a great place to get connected with others in the Southland family. 

Here are the groups that we currently have meeting at 9:15am; please note the room adjustments from early 
September as well (we do have Sunday School classes for all ages of kids and youth at this time as well):  

(1) One part of the former “LAUNCH” group - more for college-aged students … still in Room #5. 

(2) The other part of the former “LAUNCH” group - those who are moving beyond the college years (a 

new group as of September!) … now meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 

(3) A group for those previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who still have kids in the 

house … still meeting in the Great Room. 

(4) A group for those previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at Last - those who are nearing or at 

retirement age … now meeting in the Gathering Room (off of the Great Room). 

Please don’t hesitate to ask if you need help deciding which group is best for you.  

Connect Groups are meeting as normal throughout the months of October and November. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

 

We have shared a flyer with all the details about this session that runs through November 16; you can 

still find it through this link if you’re viewing this electronically: Fall 2022 Cultivate Session (paper 

copies are also available on the Cultivate counter in the foyer).  

As a reminder of the basic timing, a meal is served from 5:30-6:15 each week (the cost is now $4/

person with a max of $15/family) and then ministry programming for all ages from 6:30-7:45. 

For our D-Group content this year, we’re using a book called Quest 52 - sessions 

specifically focused on Jesus and our pursuit of Him (i.e. discipleship). Here’s the 

schedule for October: 

    10/5 - chapter 11   10/12 - chapters 12-13 

    10/19 - chapter 15   10/26 - chapter 17 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Fall_2022_CULTIVATE_flyer.pdf
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

Just like any FAMILY, we function as we do because of the willing-hearted servants who choose 

to embrace opportunities to BUILD UP others through serving. There are blue, flyers at the 

Welcome Center identifying some regular ways we need volunteers within the Southland 

family. If you’re looking for a way to get more involved, serving is a great way to do it! 

 
Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

10/2 Cheryl McAnally Andrea Conboy Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

10/9 Julie Brothers Jessica Young Les Londeen 

10/16 Melissa Wilcox Kristin Londeen Jessica Young 

10/23 Donna Lillard Anna Martin Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

10/30 Graves Family Amanda Butler Stefani Hall 

SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for October 2022 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Team Serving Team Leader 

10/2 
Brad & Marsha Foster 

Gathering Room Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

10/9 
AJ & Terra Gegg 

Great Room Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

10/16 
Ben & Debbie Jennings 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

10/23 
Bob & Liz Wood 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

10/30 
Pat & Debbie Little 

Gathering Room Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

As we’re coming (mostly) to the end of the 2022 mowing 

season, we want to extend a “THANK YOU” to those who 

have served in this way over the past several months:  

Mike Cosgrove, Jack Cramer, Dennis McCann, Nate Martin, Mark Miller, Tim Prater as 

well as Bob (much work again in this way) & Liz Wood. We appreciate all your effort in 

helping to keep our property looking good! 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

Our annual “Thanksgiving Baskets” project is quickly approaching. 

This is an annual drive by which the Southland FAMILY blesses those in need 

during the Thanksgiving season (we work with Crosslines on some levels in this 

project). We have done this for several years now during the months of October 

and November. Later this month, we will start this effort. Be looking for what 

you can do to be a part of this effort to bless those in need! 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available (now around the corner 

from the foyer to the main hallway). This is really the only way one 

of our partners can communicate with us. Their location makes any 

online presence too risky from a security standpoint. We do regularly 

make their newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to them, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. In 

addition to an upcoming mission trip (March of 2023; talk to Rick if you are interested), don’t 

forget their child sponsorship program; check out their website for more details. 

“International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church” 

Sunday, November 6 

Many believers in Jesus around the world today “share our faith, but not our 

freedom.” Indeed, compared to what we experience, there can be constant and far 

more intense pressure facing our brothers and sisters in Christ in different parts of 

the globe. Especially because it involves our fellow citizens in His Kingdom, this is 

not a problem we can ignore. That’s why we participate each year in this special day 

when we raise awareness, but, most importantly, when we pray – expressing our 

oneness with them as we intercede on their behalf. That’s what will be our focus on Sunday, November 6. 

We will again devote time to this day during our ENCOUNTER worship service. It will be a time to open our 

eyes to God’s global Kingdom and express our solidarity in Christ with our fellow believers. 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

