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Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 

What’s Inside: 
 

2-3 Southland FAMILY News  

4-5 Other Info. + What’s Happening 

at SCC (includes calendar) 

6-7 Southland KIDS 

7-9 les’ latest with ms/hs (and 
Group huddle) news 

10-11 Southland Women 

12 Encounter 

13 Connect 

13 Grow Deep 

14-15 Build Up  (serving schedule) 

15-16   Live Out  

We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine toward early November. 

We invite you to come join 
your Southland FAMILY for 
this fun fall-themed event.  

Activities start at 4:30pm 
with a soup/chili supper at 6pm then 
S’mores in the courtyard after supper.  

See page 2 for more details 
about our plans for the evening. 

 

 

 
 

As we shared starting at FLOURISH, we 
are moving toward hiring a part-time 

role to work within our children’s 
ministry. See page 3 for more on this. 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
An Upcoming “FAMILY” Opportunity: 

We have various things planned for all ages - 
many of them outdoors - so good weather would 
be great! Of course, as part of the evening, we will 
enjoy a delicious chili/soup supper at 6pm. We’re 
also planning on S’mores with marshmallows 
cooked over fire pits in the courtyard. All in all, 
we’re looking forward to a fun time together as a 
church FAMILY! 

Here’s some information about what we need you to know and do to make this event happen: 

 

Please sign-up at the display in the foyer. 

 

The church will provide all that’s needed beyond this - like 
crackers, shredded cheese, etc. 

 

 

If you’re at all connected to Southland, you’re a part of this family, so come join us! 

Future Upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities at SCC: 

  
As we make our way toward the Thanksgiving season, we will be 
starting the annual process for our “THANKSGIVING Baskets” 
project. Each year, the G6:10 Ministry organizes this effort. It’s a 
great (and easy!) way for the Southland FAMILY to come together to serve those outside of our 
church and bless others in this season. We will be communicating more details about how you can 
participate during October. As always, this will include the opportunity to donate items to help 
us build the baskets. As with last year, it will also include the opportunity to help us in 
distributing baskets. Be looking for more information as we head through the month of October. 

 

This is how we’ve begun packaging the Christmas season at Southland. Just 
as families have their own traditions for the season, so do we as a church 
FAMILY. After 2020, we’re looking forward to the opportunity to resume 
these in 2021! It may seem like a long ways off, but it will be here soon.  
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Two Key FAMILY Updates: 
Hiring for a Staff Position ... Southland’s leadership shared at 
FLOURISH the decision to hire a part-time staff member to serve in our 
children’s ministry. We are in the position where we have room in the 
budget to make this happen. At the same time, we’re also in a spot where 
this has become an area of noticeable need. In light of those realities, we 
have begun the process of looking for someone to come and join our staff team in this capacity. 
At this point, we have begun seeing what interest there is in such a position. In fact, we even 
have a promising candidate - with experience - who has already submitted an application. We’ll 
continue working through this process in the weeks to come as we pursue the Spirit’s leading in 
this. In the midst of it, we’re certainly excited about the possibilities ahead! NOTE: If you are 
aware of someone who may have interest in this type of role, please touch base with Matt. 

Ongoing Property-Related Projects ... Additionally, we continue to be in a spot (due to 
the 2018 property sale and its ongoing implications) where we are identifying projects that need 
to be accomplished on our building and grounds. Much has already happened over the past 3 
years, but there is still more that needs done and more funds are available to keep addressing 
them. There is movement on a few of these items, including planning for a long-overdue “refresh” 
of our auditorium. We’ll share more in the upcoming months about the unfolding of this process. 
Likewise, we’re moving toward getting our parking lot re-sealed and striped sometime during 
October. Whenever that does happen, there will be a couple of weekdays (not Wednesday) when 
our parking lot is closed. Such information will be communicated at the proper time. 

As we’ve been sharing, we have increased our usage of a tool called 
“Church Center: PEOPLE.” It’s connected to Planning Center - a 
platform which is already used by our worship team and as our kids’ 
check-in system. One of the more helpful aspects of this is how 
everything is integrated. In addition, it also allows people within the 
Southland family to update and manage their own contact 
information. A big part of this is the DIRECTORY feature (please let us 
know if you need help with completing the step of being added) . If you’ve already done this, 
you now have online access - through a secure log-in/password - to church directory information 
by logging-on to https://people.planningcenteronline.com/. This is also available through an app 
(called “Church Center App” … available in your app store). If you would like a print version of a 
directory, just let us know and we can make that happen. 

Again, as mentioned before, another valuable aspect of the “PEOPLE” portion 
of Planning Center is that it allows for us to have a better communication tool 
through its e-mail platform. We are able to send messages to the full lists we 
have in this tool (you can manage your account and control if you don’t want 
things sent to a specific address). We have begun using this platform exclusively 

so that everything is coming from the Planning Center database. You should be receiving regular 
communications (e.g. the link to “The Vine,” Sunday morning details, reminders, etc.) coming 
from “Southland Info” and prayer updates from “Southland Prayer.” (NOTE: We do still need you 
to e-mail prayer requests to the prayer@gosouthland.org address; also, remember to let a staff 
member know you’ve sent something so we can make sure to get it out.) Please let us know if 
you’re not receiving updates OR you can log-in to Planning Center yourself and make sure we 
have your information correct and you’re e-mail address has not been disabled somehow. 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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What’s Happening at Southland: 

Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

Weekly ministry happenings - for the entire Southland FAMILY: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages with CONNECT 

Groups re-launching (see p. 13 for details). These are meeting as normal throughout 

the month of October. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream (see p. 12). 

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE - 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 start time for ministry 

programming … see page 13 for a link to details about our current session 

including D-Groups studying the Gospel of Mark (it runs through 11/17). 

Other weekly events: 

Sunday evenings (6-8pm) … Group Huddle meets for middle school and high school youth 

(see pp. 8-9) - every week in October except for 10/17. 

Thursday mornings (10am start time) … WSA - Ladies’ Bible Study. 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
A reminder about GIVING during this season … 

Even now that we are beyond most of the COVID-related impacts, there are a few things we are going to 

continue moving forward. One of those relates to offering: even beyond COVID, we will be continuing to 

collect offering without actually passing trays in service. When you enter the auditorium, there is a box by 

the door - no matter which door you use - where you can put your offering. 

As a reminder, the following options for giving are still available whether you are back to joining us in 

person or not: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website. 

3. We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be 

accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page 

designed for Southland where you can give. 

Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Wednesday, October 13 - the youth group’s annual trip to the Cornfield Maze (for middle 

school and high school students); see page 9 for details. 

Wednesday, October 17 - our annual “FAMILY Fall Fun” event (see p. 2 for details). 

Thursday, October 21 - WSA starts a new study that will run through November 18.  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date - cont.): 

Friday, October 29 … BTG meeting (6-8:15pm). 

Sunday, November 7 … “Daylight Savings Time” ends for 2021. Make sure to 

set your clocks back an hour Saturday into Sunday. 

Sunday, November 7 … we will again be participating in the annual “International Day of 

Prayer for the Persecuted Church.” It’s a day of raising awareness about the reality of 

persecution around the globe and joining in prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ who 

“share our faith, but not our freedom.” 

Friday, November 12 … the “Middle School Mid-Nighter” (see p. 9) 

Wednesday, November 17 … the last Wednesday of CULTIVATE for this Fall session. 

Thursday, November 18 … the last day of this session of WSA = Women Set Apart. 

Sunday, December 5 … our annual “Thanks-Mas Church FAMILY Dinner.”  

Friday, December 10 … the next women’s event - a Christmas-themed one. 

Sunday, December 12 … our 2021 Children of Praise production (see p. 6). 

 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For September 2021 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: Monthly tithe = $30,928 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,732 

00  

We start this year’s budget with an increase in our need – up into the $470,000-$475,000 range. That is 
up from last fiscal year’s projected need as well as up from last year’s total of over $457,000. While a 

step of faith, we believe it’s an appropriate target for this year (as always, we adjust when/as necessary 

along the way). We do enter this ministry year in a very healthy place financially. We continue to strive 

for faithful stewardship as we identify how money will be spent within our overall ministry at Southland. 

Thank you, Southland family, for your faithful giving to the work of Christ at and through Southland! 

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to RightNow Media, an 

exciting ministry tool that we have available here at Southland. 

RightNow Media gives us digital access to a vast library of Biblical content through 

online video streaming. It’s kind of like NETFLIX … Jesus-style! 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland can have 

his or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an online connection 

(via smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t yet, please send a request via 

e-mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you get set-up. 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more 

efficiently:  we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to 

be sent to the prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any 

staff member to make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you don’t have e-

mail access or would rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well. 

PRAYER 
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening for our kids during our ENCOUNTER time: 

 Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten). 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of service in 
the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the appropriate 
time. Kid Encounter is meeting as normal throughout the month of October. 

Our students are in the middle of a series called “Toy (Bible) 
Stories” (launched on 9/12). Without question, kids love toys. Each one is 
enjoyable for a different reason, but all toys are used for the same 
purpose: to play. All throughout the Bible, we see God using many 
different people to help carry-out His own purpose. In this series, kids 
are learning about some of their stories. Each week along the way, a 
different toy (somewhat based off the popular movie series) helps to 
reinforce the lesson of the story from God’s Word. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer 
to provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  we use this process for both time slots on Sundays so 
please check your kids in when you first arrive.  

We continue to have regular Sunday School classes available for 
all ages of kids at 9:15am - in addition to nursery care for our 
youngest ones, we have a pre-K class, a class for students in K 
through 2nd grade and a class for students in 3rd

 - 5th grades. 

“Children of Praise” ... Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:45pm 
During the current Cultivate session, kids ages 4 through 7th grade (we’ve gone up 

a grade level to help with numbers this year) participate in “Children of Praise.” 
They spend Wednesday evenings rehearsing songs, practicing drama and more 
in preparation for their annual Christmas performance. We are most grateful 
to Jamie Millican and a team of volunteers being willing to lead so that C.O.P. 

can happen again!  

Practices have started already with the launching of CULTIVATE in early September, 
but it’s not too late for kids to join (though parts are already being assigned).  

See the next page for more details on this year’s production. 
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Les’ latest  
I don’t know about you, but I strive to live according to a plan. At 

the house, Kristin regularly creates a beautifully organized calendar 

on our refrigerator. Each person in our family has a designated pen 

color to represent all of their monthly activities and meetings. And, in 

my own sense of organization, I have a mess of sticky notes all over 

my desk, car and computer. With both systems in place, I like to 

have a general direction determined, an end goal in mind, and actionable steps to reach it. This is the 

type of person I am. In fact, I feel overwhelmed and stressed when I cannot meet my own 

expectations, complete the tasks I set for myself, or reach my end goal. 

However, sometimes life gets in the way of our carefully laid plans. An unexpected automotive 

expense, a life-changing medical diagnosis, whatever it may be, “Murphy’s law” seems to apply 

especially to well-laid plans. I learned a long time ago that, even though I am a planner, I need to be 

flexible. After all, the tree that bends and sways in the wind of change is less likely to snap under 

pressure or be blown completely over — roots and all. 

It is fine to make plans, but we need to lay our plans at the Lord’s feet and ask if they are in line with 

His will for our lives. In earnest prayer, we need to ask humbly for His guidance, trust in His leading, 

and boldly step out on faith even in the midst of the darkest, wildest storms life can throw at us. 

Proverbs 16:9 says, “In the hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps.” 

Sometimes trusting the Lord means going in a direction we had not anticipated. Often, the Lord will 

push us out of our comfort zone, and it can be scary to take that first step. As Isaiah 55:8 reminds 

us, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
Lord.” Abraham had no idea where the Lord was leading him when he first accepted the call to follow 

God; and yet, he packed up his entire household and lived decades on the move. We, too, need to 

trust in the Lord, especially when our plans fall apart. So in the midst of the refrigerator calendar and 

cluttered sticky notes, I’m going to be flexible to changes, because the Lord is my Master Planner. 

This year, we are again using a packaged Christmas drama for the C.O.P. 
performance. This year’s story is called “Christmas: Where, When and 
Why.” A boy named Gabe Messenger has an assignment to find out about 
some favorite Christmas memories and traditions. Where and when did 
they happen? Why do they remain so special? He finds a crazy cast of 
characters at a local Christmas tree farm ready to share. From them, he 
begins to see more clearly Jesus - not only at the center of the original 
Christmas story, but continuing to influence people’s stories still today. 

This year’s C.O.P. performance date is Sunday, December 12 at 10:30am with December 19 as a 
back-up date if necessary due to weather (it has almost happened before). Over the next 
several weeks, we’ll be sharing more details about practice times and rehearsals even beyond 
the Wednesday evening CULTIVATE time. 

for MIDDLE School and high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (now starting at 9:15am): We separate Sunday School classes for our middle 

school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the high school 

class meets in Room #6. 

http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?go=Go&q=Isaiah+55%3A8
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Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE (6:30-7:45pm): Our students (8th grade through high school; 
7th grade and younger are involved with C.O.P.) are using a video series that imaginatively retells 

Paul’s life, from the perspective of the Apostle himself. As we see in 2 Timothy 4:6-8, Paul saw 

himself as a pilgrim passing through this life toward the next one. By looking at Paul and his efforts 

to exalt Christ, students are encouraged to live with purpose as they embrace God’s leading in their 

lives. See the next page for information about a different plan for Wednesday, 10/13. 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS 

Group Huddle’s kick-off event was held at Incredible Pizza on Sunday, September 12. It offered 

students the opportunity to enjoy go-carts, hot pizza and great laughs. It’s a great way to launch 

into the new year with time spent having fun together before the rest of the semester. Check 
out “The Southland Scoop” Facebook page for some images from the evening. 

 

From there, GROUP HUDDLE resumed and has been meeting regularly – a weekly time for middle 

school and high school students who strive to love Christ and demonstrate His love to others. It 

offers a place for students to connect and dive into God’s Word as they participate in meaningful 

small groups, worship and fellowship. 

GH meets from 6-8pm each week. 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for upcoming weeks: 

Sunday, 10/3 “October Pretzel-fest” … Are you ready for the “wurst” party ever? 

Come early to enjoy root beer floats, bratwurst and pretzels. 

Sunday, 10/10 “Sundown Tailgate Party” … “Down, set, hut! Hut!” It’s game time so 

let’s huddle-up for some hilarious pre-game activities. 

Sunday, 10/17  No normal Group Huddle due to the Southland-wide “FAMILY Fall Fun” 
event … we encourage students to come and participate in this event with 
the Southland family (4:30-7:30pm). 

Sunday, 10/24 “Costume Extravaganza” … Everybody in disguises, anticipating 

exciting prizes. 

Sunday, 10/31 “World Series Sunday” … Swing on over because this evening is going 

to be a home run. Form your team for witty baseball trivia! 

Sunday, 11/7 “La Revolution” … Bonjour! You’ll be saying “Oui!” to delicious French 

cuisine as the Fellowship Hall transforms into a Parisian Café. Ooh, la, la! 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

NEWS FLASH! It’s expensive feeding teenagers. Each semester, we 

ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding several hungry 

teens at Group Huddle. If you haven’t done so yet, we ask 

parents to send $25 for each student (that covers the whole Fall 

semester, through December). Make checks payable to Southland. 

Also, parent volunteers are always appreciated to help prepare and serve meals. Not only is it 

greatly appreciated, it gives parents a sneak peek of what happens at Group Huddle! Check 
with Les about when your help might be needed. 
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It’s almost time again to “Get Lost in the 

Giant Cornfield Maze” in Aurora, MO! 

Wednesday evening, October 13 from 5-9pm - in 
lieu of CULTIVATE for this one specific evening 

Students from middle school and high school are going 

together this year (yes, we are working it out so that 

6th and 7th graders will be included in this). 

Join your friends in testing your sense of direction at the giant cornfield maze. You can enter at dusk 

or wait until dark for the creepier journey. Enjoy hot dogs and s’mores over a fire pit. Be sure to 
invite your friends and sign-up ASAP! Cost is $10/student. 

A Note about 2022 Conferences 
The Middle School “BELIEVE” Conference. Unfortunately, we received news 

during September that Christ in Youth has decided to discontinue this conference 
opportunity for middle school students moving forward. We regret to pass this 

information along and are disappointed to lose this opportunity.  We are already 

looking for alternate ways to supplement our middle school ministry programming. 

The High School “MOVE” Conference (for the classes of 2022-2026) - 

July 10-16. This next year, we are again returning to the University of 

Nebraska (in Lincoln). 

Because this conference fills up, early registration is required (it actually opens up in 
early October). Les is contacting students who are in the right age range as well as 

potential sponsors to get a basic head count of who will attending. We will then register 

accordingly to save spots. The church is “floating” the funds necessary to hold these 

spots with the initial $65 pre-registration deposit due on Sunday, January 30. 

Specifically for MIDDLE School 
“Middle School Mid-Nighter” 

Friday, November 12 

from 6pm until midnight 

Come enjoy a great evening of food, games and hilarious activities with your friends at this event 

specifically designed for middle school students. We’ll be here until the clock strikes midnight! 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

For this new school/ministry year, our missions’ offering - again, it’s for both Group Huddle and 
our Kid Encounter offerings - is going to support Brooke Effland with Team Expansion. Our 

young people are learning more about the work she is doing. They should also have received 

their “Heart for Missions” coin capsules which they are encouraged to use to collect some 

money and bring it back to “Kid ENCOUNTER” or Group Huddle. 
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Southland Women 
There are cycles to life. There are cycles in the physical world; we see that all around us. The seasons come 
and go and come back around again. Our very lives become cycles. We are born to parents, we grow up and 
become parents, then our kids become parents and the cycles continue.  

I feel like I have cycles in my spiritual life as well. Times of learning, times of applying, times of stretching. 
And just when I feel like I kind of “get” an element of my walk with Jesus, before long, I feel the Holy Spirit 
working in my heart and telling me I need to circle back again and make sure my heart is right in that area. 
Recently that has been the case for me. It seems like so many things I’ve been studying in Scripture have to 
do with faith. I’ve been a Christian for over 35 years now – I should have faith in God down pat by now, right? 
But God’s Word has been reminding me that my faith is not something I can take for granted. Just because I 
had faith as a child and was baptized doesn’t mean I’m an expert in faith. And just because I strive to live for 
Jesus doesn’t automatically mean I have a faith that pleases God.  

Hebrews 11:6 – “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  

We’ve studied recently in D-groups how faith was often a key 
factor in the miracles of Jesus. When He calmed the storm in 
Mark 4, the disciples had been terrified and assumed they were 
going to drown. He asked them “Why are you so afraid? Do you 
still have no faith?” (Mark 4:40). When a sick woman fought to 
get close enough to Jesus to touch His clothes, believing that’s all 
it would take to heal her, Jesus said to her, “Daughter, your faith 
has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering” (Mark 4:34). Immediately after that happened, 
Jairus got word that his daughter had died. Mark 4:36 records this: “Overhearing what they said, Jesus told 
him, ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe.’” Not long after these stories, Jesus was confronted with people who had 
likely known Him from His youth and they didn’t believe in Him. We read “He could not do any miracles there, 
except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. He was amazed at their lack of faith” (Mark 5:5-6). 
How awful it would be to amaze Jesus not with our faith, but at our LACK of faith! And somehow, by some 
divine equation, our faith can help activate God’s power or hinder it. What a sobering thought!  

My Bible reading plan had me in the book of Daniel recently, and I was struck once again at the faith Daniel 
exhibited in the story. After many years of faith demonstrated by both words and actions, Daniel continued to 
pray at least three times a day, despite a new decree that made it illegal to pray to anyone but the human king. 
Daniel wasn’t phased at all. He went about his day as usual, including praying in his rather public way. His faith 
was in God and it remained there despite the threat of consequences. God rescued Daniel from the den of 
lions. I heard recently that Daniel was likely in his 80’s when this story happened. I’m not sure why that 
seemed significant to me, but it did. He had lived a life of faith and it was still healthy and thriving into his 
senior years.  
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Our WSA study of Galatians has also reminded me over and over that it is our faith in Jesus and His sacrifice 
that saves us. We’re not saved by the works that we do or the rules we strive to follow. In fact, if following 
the law was all that was required for us to achieve a healthy relationship with God, we wouldn’t need faith in 
Jesus. God wouldn’t have needed to send Him to earth! But it is our faith in His atoning sacrifice that makes 
us right with God. Then, our actions follow. We’re reminded in Galatians 3:6 that “Abraham “believed God, and 
it was credited to him as righteousness.” Not his obedience, though that showed evidence of his faith. It was 
his belief, or faith, that made him counted as righteous in God’s eyes.  

All these stories and examples have been bouncing around in my heart. I have wrestled with questions such as 
these: Is my faith still true? Do I really believe God - not just believe IN God, but do I believe Him? That He is 
at work? That He is good? That He is sovereign? Or has my heart become cynical? Do I believe that He can 
change people? Do I truly believe God can heal? Or is my faith more in science and medicine? Do I believe that 
God is working in my heart and life or have I become discouraged and settled for a sense that life is just 
surviving through each day? Do I believe that He is going to complete the work He began in me … and in my 
children? Do I believe that He will take my effort and use it for His glory? Am I striving to do life on my own 
and just giving Him lip service? Do my prayers come from a place of true faith? Do I believe that He will 
provide all I need? Is my faith a living, vibrant thing?  

Maybe you’re like me and you need to cycle back to the basics. Let’s do it together; let’s focus on faith. I 
believe He will meet us there and build us up as we believe in Him. He promised that He can 
do “immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within 
us” (Ephesians 3:20). Let’s have the faith that He can, and that He will. 

WSA is currently in a session using a video series from RightNow Media and Kyle 
Idleman on Paul’s letter to the Galatians. After this series ends on Thursday, 
October 14, we’ll launch straight into a new series on October 21. 

Please note the new WSA start time: we are beginning at 10am instead of 9:30am. 

An Upcoming Women’s Ministry Event 

Friday, December 10 … we’ll gather that evening for our 2021 Southland 
Women’s Christmas event – an opportunity to slow down and enjoy being 

together celebrating the season amidst the hustle and bustle. More 
specific details will follow. 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
The next regular 
BTG meeting is 

Friday, October 29. 

BTG meetings are 
from 6-8:15pm and 
dinner is included 

(no cost). 
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Upcoming Encounter Calendar (Sermons) 

We are in the midst of our main 2021 Fall series through the letter of 1 Peter. 
It has become our custom at this time of year to use a specific book/section of 
the Bible for our Fall series. That’s the case with this “exegetical” series where 
we’re marching through the message that Peter writes in this letter. We are 
calling this series “STRANGE … Peculiar People Living Peculiar Lives.” This 
letter is incredibly relevant for where we find ourselves living today - God’s 
people in Christ, living in the midst of this world as those who recognize we 
don’t belong here. Indeed, because we are “strangers” (a key term in 1:1 and 2:11), we go about our here-and-now 
earthly lives in a “strange” way compared to others around us. We’re working our way through Peter’s words as we 
consider what it means to live this kind of life. 

NOTE:  If you are looking to catch past services/sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through 
our main Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available 

there on the main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, we do value this option. Whether because of COVID or some other reason, we 

encourage you to stay connected in this way if you cannot attend in-person. 

Beyond that piece, we continue with these ENCOUNTER-related modifications during this 

season. We are making the LORD’S SUPPER available via trays with double-stacked cups or 

sealed kits available by the main door to the auditorium. For OFFERING, instead of passing 

trays, we are collecting that through boxes at each door (we have also highlighted other 

options for giving on page 4). When it comes to SEATING, we are striving to keep things 

spaced out as much as possible while still being able to facilitate those who are joining us in 

person. We are continuing these practices for the foreseeable future. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 
As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach 

out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We continue to welcome more volunteers! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

REFRESHED - CONNECT Groups re-launched in September 
Here are the groups we currently have meeting at 9:15am on Sunday mornings (we do also have Sunday School 

classes for all ages of kids and youth): 

(1) The “LAUNCH” group for college-age and young adults 

(2) In the Great Room, a group for those who were previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more 

those who still have kids in the house ... meetings as one group for now  

(3) In the Fellowship Hall, a group for those who were previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at 

Last - those who are nearing or at retirement age ... again, meeting as one group for now 

It’s been good to get these “refreshed” groups resumed. Along the way, we’ll be working to maintain the 

best of what CONNECT Groups have been here at Southland. We encourage you to come join us as we 

experience church FAMILY in these groups! 

 
It’s been great to have this part of our ministry back up-and-running! Even though we’re several 

weeks in, it’s not too late to join us. We have D-Groups for adults studying the Gospel of Mark plus 

ministry programming for kids and youth (see their corresponding pages for more details). There is a 

flyer available with information about this session; you can access it through this link if you’re viewing 

the Vine electronically: Fall 2021 Cultivate Session (paper copies are also available in the foyer). 

Cultivate meets each Wednesday from now through November 17, 

5:30-6-15 for meal and 6:30-7:45 for ministry programming.  

We are e-mailing out a PDF with each week’s guide as we make our way through Mark; they are also 

available each week here: http://gosouthland.org/ministries/cultivate. You can also find paper copies 

at the display in the foyer (in case you didn’t receive one in your group). 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Fall_2021_CULTIVATE_flyer.pdf
http://gosouthland.org/ministries/cultivate
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Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

We use this space to share some specific ways we need volunteers. In so many ways, we 

function as we do because of the willing-hearted servants who choose to embrace opportunities 

to BUILD UP others by serving. 

Here are some specific “holes” we have as of now: 

 Especially as we enter into this new ministry year, we’ve resumed our Welcoming 

Ministry with greeters (for about 25 minutes around the start of ENCOUNTER - from 

10:15-10:40) and foyer hosts (those who remain in the foyer throughout the time slot for 

greeting people, etc.). We have been and will be recruiting volunteers for these roles - 

both those who have done it before plus new ones. 

 For CULTIVATE meals on Wednesday evenings … we are grateful to those who are 

helping to get these meals ready; if you are willing and interested in helping within this 

area, please let Kristie know. 

 We will need several volunteers to help at stations during our “FAMILY Fall Fun” 

event. If you are willing to serve in such a capacity, let the office know; we will also be 

recruiting volunteers leading up to the event on the 17th. 

In addition to these specific ways, there are several other more regular opportunities for 

serving at Southland. Check out the information on the blue flyers at the Welcome Center for 

more details. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

A “THANK YOU” to Kristie Martin and her team who 

have been making Wednesday night meals happen. It’s a 

huge blessing that’s part of making CULTIVATE happen!  

As we’ve come to (mainly) the end of the 2021 mowing season, a “THANK YOU” to a few 

specific individuals who put in extra effort to make things look good this year: Jack Cramer 

(mowing the main lot and the field), Pat Little (mowing the main lot), Dennis McCann 

(mowing the main lot and the field), Nate Martin (mowing the playground), Mark Miller 

(mowing as well as organizing) and Bob & Liz Wood (much work in various capacities on the 

grounds in 2021). We appreciate your effort in helping to keep our property looking good! 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does 

its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 



15 

 

 
Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

10/3 Julie Brothers Kristin Londeen Andy & Donna Lillard 

10/10 Cheryl McAnally Anna Martin Stefani Hall 

10/17 The Graves Family Amanda Miller Les Londeen 

10/24 Melissa Wilcox Cindy M./Andrea C. Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

10/31 Jenelle Smith Amanda Butler Sean & Megan Falconer 

Some SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for October 2021 

 
Foyer Hosts/Greeters 

(from 10:15 on/from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Serving Team Leader 

10/3 Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 
Pat & Debbie Little 

Great Room Connect Group 

10/10 Dan Gray Doug Graves 
Brad & Marsha Foster 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 

10/17 Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 
Ernie & Charlotte Emmerton 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

10/24 Nate Jennings Les Londeen 
T.B.A 

Great Room Connect Group 

10/31 Nate Jennings Les Londeen 
Bob & Liz Wood 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available in the auditorium (by 

the map). This is really the only way one of our partners can 

communicate with us. Their location makes any online presence too 

risky from a security standpoint. We do regularly make their 

newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

The G6:10 Ministry’s annual “Thanksgiving Baskets” project is quickly approaching. 

This is an annual drive by which the Southland FAMILY blesses those 

in need during the Thanksgiving season (we work with Crosslines on 

some levels in this project). We have done this for several years now 

during the months of October and November. Later this month, we will 

start this effort. Be looking for what you can do to be a part of this 

effort to bless those in need! 

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church 

Sunday, November 7 

Many believers around the world today “share our faith, but not our 

freedom.” Indeed, compared to what we experience, there can be constant 

and far more intense pressure facing our brothers and sisters in Christ in 

different parts of the globe. Especially because it involves our fellow citizens 

in His Kingdom, this is not a problem we can ignore. That’s why we 

participate each year in this special day when we raise awareness, but, most 

importantly, when we pray – expressing our oneness with them as we 

intercede on their behalf. That’s what will be our focus on Sunday, 

November 7. We will again devote time to this day during our ENCOUNTER worship service. It will be a time 

to open our eyes to God’s global Kingdom and express our solidarity in Christ with our fellow believers. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

