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We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine at the end of October. 

Come join your Southland FAMILY 
for a fun fall-themed event.  

During October, we will share more details 
about our plans for the evening; for now, 
put it on your calendar and see page 2! 

We are obviously noticing impacts as the property 

development happens next to us. This will continue 

to be evident over the next few months. We do ask 

for your patience during this process as this all 

unfolds. See page 4 for the latest updates. 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
An Autumnal Opportunity to Experience “FAMILY” at SCC: 

In past years, this has been a great event as we come together for some 
outdoor autumnal fun (good weather would be great, of course!). We 
are still in the process of planning this year’s event - how we’re going to 
do the meal, what events can still happen, etc. - to make it suitable for 
the current season of COVID-19. Plans will be made to be outdoors, but 
spaced appropriately as much as possible whether outdoors or indoors. 

Within the first part of October (just not yet), we are going to be sharing more specific details so 
that you have the information you need as we approach this event. 

As part of this evening, we are planning on taking some time for a congregational meeting (this 
will be live-streamed). It will be an opportunity to share briefly about what’s happening in the 
life of the Southland family. Typically, this would have happened as part of FLOURISH as the 
end of August; but, this year, it had to be postponed.  

We’re looking forward to a good time together as a church FAMILY! If you’re at all 
connected to Southland and would feel comfortable at such an event in this season (again, 
the plan is to be outdoors as much as possible and spaced appropriately if we need to be 

indoors), you’re a part of this family, so come join us! 

More Upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities at SCC: 
 As we make our way toward 

the Thanksgiving season, we will be starting the annual process 
for our “THANKSGIVING Baskets” project. This effort is a great 
(and easy!) way for the Southland FAMILY to come together to 
serve those BEYOND our church and bless others in this season. 

Of course, in the midst of this year, it’s especially needed! We will be communicating more details 
about how you can participate during October. We may revamp some aspects of this project, but 
the basic purpose of blessing others will still be the goal. Be looking for more information as we 
head through the month of October. 

Just as families get 
together during the “holiday season,” so have we traditionally here at 
Southland. We do it in-between Thanksgiving and Christmas (hence the 
name “Thanks-Mas”) because it’s such a busy time of year otherwise. 
This year, it’s Sunday, December 6 (late afternoon/evening). Again, 
please mark the date down on your calendar; more details to follow. 

This is how we’ve begun 
packaging the Christmas season at Southland. Just as families have their own 
traditions for the season, so do we as a church FAMILY. We’ll share more as we get 
closer to December.. 

As it has been with seemingly everything else in 2020, all such events are subject-to-change based 
on what is happening with COVID. We certainly hope for these things to happen. We’ll do our 

best to make sure we are communicating appropriately if changes become necessary. 
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As we have in previous editions, we wanted to provide the following 
reminders and updates as we’re re-gathering in this season. Most of this is 
repeated from previous months. As we mentioned before, during this season 
of COVID-19, we are trying to implement in a reasonable and responsible 
way the guidelines that have been established (local and national). This 
includes keeping up-to-date with changing information. We want to be as 
safe and healthy as possible now that we are re-gathering. 

An important update to highlight (since early July, perhaps to be extended): 

Our property is within Springfield city limits. Accordingly, Southland is 
included under the city’s mask ordinance. For specific details about this 
requirement (including ages, exceptions, etc.), you can access it here:  

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417.  

Some big picture guidelines: 

 BIG REMINDER #1 … If you are uncomfortable with a larger gathering, there is no 
pressure for you to do so until you are ready (it’s why we’re doing the live stream).  

 BIG REMINDER #2 … We are asking you to respect others and stay home if you are sick 
or showing symptoms. 

 We are continuing to take appropriate cleaning steps for a healthy environment. 

 Through it all, we encourage you to be loving, kind and respectful towards others. There 
are some challenges and difficulties that come in such a season. Especially now, we as a 
church family need high amounts of grace, patience, kindness, etc. toward one another! 

Some specific details for Sunday mornings: 

Because there are some who are not able to join us in person, we are continuing to take a 
HYBRID approach - both an “in person” gathering in the auditorium and a live stream at the 
same time. See page 15 for more details about this. 

For now, within Sunday mornings themselves, our focus continues to be on the 10:30 time slot. 

Since early July, we have resumed our typical 10:30am kids’ ministry programming. 

SEATING - this is one of the challenges when attempting to create appropriate distance 
required by this season. We have continued to add seating as more and more people have 
returned. You still have the option of bringing your own chair and setting it up where you 
want even as we have added seating. 

For the Lord’s Supper, we are using the pre-packaged kits where the bread and the juice are 
in a single sealed unit. These are available at the entrances to the auditorium. 

For offering, instead of passing trays, we still have boxes set-up. Of course, you can continue 
to use one of the alternative options (we’ve again highlighted these on the next page). 

Especially in the midst of this season, it continues to be increasingly important for us to make sure 
we have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. That’s 
all the  more true as we are needing to keep making adjustments. On FACEBOOK, we have a 
general public page, but a more internal group called “The Southland Scoop.” If you’re not 
connected to this, find the page and request to be a member so you can be up-to-date. We also 
use e-mail as a main means of communication; please make sure we have your best address. 

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417
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About GIVING during this season (a reminder) … 

The following options for giving are still available: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website. 

3. We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be 

accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page 

designed for Southland where you can give. 

PROPERTY Update: 
We’ve been using this space to provide updates regarding the property. If you’ve been to the church 

building recently, you’ll notice there has been a good deal of work happening with the development by 

those who purchased the ground. Within the next several months, we’ll end up having a new free-standing 

Starbucks as our neighbors. Obviously, the process of construction has ongoing implications for us.  

 Already, our entrance has been impacted - you can still access the parking lot from Republic Road, 

but it’s a much bumpier journey for now. It’s why we have encouraged you to consider using the 

entrance off of Kansas Avenue.  

 At some point, this other entrance will be impacted as a sidewalk goes in along Kansas Avenue (this 

was an improvement required by the city for some reason with the work on the broader property).  

That process will include an adjustment to our entrance there. 

 In general, things are just more hectic and messy (not to mention noisier, too).  

 A large tree has come down and much fill has been brought in to create a drive to the south of our 

parking lot. This is all part of the development plan that is being used.  

We are (now) fully “in the loop” regarding the overall plan. While it’s not the same as having the empty 

parking lot fully available, we believe it’s going to work out well for us. In fact, at this point, it appears we’re 

going to end up with even more parking spaces on our property than we previously had thought. That’s in 

addition to some other improvements that will come to the property in general. We do ask for your 

continued patience as this process unfolds; it’s a part of how we can be good neighbors through it all. 

NOTE:   As we’ve mentioned before, we do still have funds set aside to continue addressing property 

improvements and other maintenance needs, etc. That will include re-sealing and re-striping our 

parking lot sometime in 2021 - once the construction work is completed, of course. 

“THANK YOU” Notes 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. Many of our 

normal events have been impacted by COVID. We are adjusting accordingly; below, we have 

highlighted events currently planned. 

WEEKLY, Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; this is being offered 

both as an “in person” option and joining us via the live stream. 

Sunday evenings from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth; 

check out pages 10-11 for specific details. 

Thursday mornings during October - all 5 of them - from 9:30-11:30am … WSA (Ladies’ Bible 

study); see page 14. 

Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Saturday, October 10 … “Fall Bonfire” for kids up through 5th grade and their families; see 

page 9 for details. 

Wednesday, October 14 (5-9pm) … middle school trip to the Cornfield Maze; see page 12. 

Saturday, October 17 (5-9pm) … high school trip to the Cornfield Maze; see page 12. 

Sunday, October 25 … our annual Southland “FAMILY Fall Fun” event; see page 2. 

Friday, October 30 … BTG meeting from 6-8:15pm; see page 14. 

Throughout the month of November, we will be working through our annual “Thanksgiving 

Baskets” project. Be looking for more information about these plans. 

Sunday, November 1 … “Daylight Savings Time” ends for 2020. Make sure to set your clocks 

back an hour Saturday into Sunday. 

Sunday, November 1 … we will again be participating in the annual “International Day of 

Prayer for the Persecuted Church.” It’s a day of raising awareness about the reality of 

persecution around the globe and joining in prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ who 

“share our faith, but not our freedom.” 

Tuesday, November 3 (6-8pm) … “Presidential Poll Party” at Southland for high school 

students; see page 12. 

Friday, November 6 (6pm to midnight) … “Middle School Mid-Nighter” at Southland for 

middle school students; see page 12. 

Friday, November 13 (6:30-8:30pm) … women’s ministry “Movie Night;” see page 14. 

Friday, November 20 (6-8:30pm) … Parents’ Night Out/Kids’ Fun Night; see page 9. 

Sunday, December 6 … the date set aside for our annual “Thanks-Mas” dinner (assuming 

that can happen this year). 

NOTE:   As always, we will strive to communicate specific adjustments when/as they become 

more known. Stay tuned! 
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For staying up-to-date, we encourage you to utilize Southland's online presence: our 
website (www.gosouthland.org) and also our Facebook group called “The Southland 
Scoop” (to be added to the group, find the page and send us a request to join). We 
also do have some Facebook pages used by various ministries. 

Also, we do a good amount of communication through e-mail (i.e. updates about 
events, a link to “The Vine” when it’s completed, prayer requests, etc.). If you are not 
receiving such electronic communications from us, please contact the office to let us 
know. We can get your address added to our distribution lists. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … For September 2020 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Now that we have entered a 
new ministry year and things have long-stabilized with our giving, we are going to go back to giving just 

month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME … 

Regular tithe for September = $32,156 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $8,039 

00  

For this new ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021), our projected budgetary need is again 

in the $430,000 range. This is based on our definite expenses plus some potential additions as we move 

through this year. That breaks down to somewhere in the $8,200-$8,300 weekly range. 

As with last year, we were able again to carry forward a very healthy balance in our accounts as we enter 

this ministry year. This first month helps us continue to be in a great spot financially.  

 

This is an especially good season to make sure we bring attention to RightNow 

Media (RNM), a valuable ministry tool that we have available here at Southland. 

The content available through RNM provides a great way to help you feed 

yourself spiritually. 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland 

can have his or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an 

online connection (via smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). Please send a 

request via e-mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and if you would like your own access. 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more 

efficiently:  we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to 

be sent to the prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any 

staff member to make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. 

Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well. If you are not receiving such 

updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added. 

PRAYER 

http://www.gosouthland.org
mailto:prayer@gosouthland.org
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What MATTers to me … 
When we come to a series on the book of Revelation, one of the most immediate connections we make is to 
“the END.” Indeed, that is most appropriate. Using dramatic symbols and a captivating style, John gives us a 
different way of looking at the unfolding events that lead up to and include Jesus’ return. When it comes to 
our “CONFIDENCE in the Chaos,” His second coming is ultimately what gives us the hope and motivation we 
need to keep remaining faithful through it all. Jesus has already overcome the world (John 16:33); and, we 
can take courage from that. But, even more, the promise at the end is that His victory will become definitively 
evident to all.  

At some point, I came across words from a preacher named R. Geoffrey Brown in a sermon from Revelation 
on Jesus’ return. Based on the imagery of chapter 19, the sermon is titled “Look, A Great White Horse!” He 
offers the following words about the victory we are awaiting as believers in Jesus. 

Some will tell you that triumph will come by the development of human beings – the gradual 
evolution of their potentialities. We should just give it time, wait and see. Everything's coming up 
roses.  

World War I dealt that theory the cutting blow. World War II broke its spirit. Vietnam laid it in its 
grave. The takeovers of Czechoslovakia and Afghanistan shoveled the dirt of internment on it.  

Will human progress stop people and nations from sinning? Will human progress and achievement 
ever wipe away all tears from our eyes or heal our broken hearts?  

To ask these questions is to answer them. 

No, the final victory will not come through some natural progress of human development, nor 
through the religious forces that are operative in the world right now.  

The victory will come not by an improvement of the present order but through its complete 
overthrow and supercession. The high point of human history will be the sudden appearance on 
the field of battle of the captain of our salvation.  

And he will come in glory, and it will be comparable to what John beheld: Look, I see a great 
white horse. And there is a rider on that horse whose name is Faithful and True, and there are 
many crowns upon his head. 

Throughout the pages of the New Testament and culminating in Revelation, there is a clear vision about our 
hope in Christ. We may wish that there were far more details about the events leading-up to the very end, 
about what specifically awaits us in eternal life when it’s all said and done, etc. Yet, the fact of the matter is 
this: regardless of whatever specifics we may not know, we know plenty to fill us with assurance and 
confidence about the future to our faith. Indeed, the NT makes sufficiently clear that (1) Jesus is coming 
back as He promised and (2) when He does, He will bring to fulfillment the victory that His people have been 
anticipating. The evil one will be permanently defeated and destroyed. Sin, the curse and death will be no 
more. Heaven and earth will become one. God’s presence will be among His people. Note this: the decisive 
event that brings this all about is Jesus’ triumphant return! 

This is our hope in Christ. The world around us may be striving to figure out how to make things better. 
And, for sure, part of our calling in Christ as we wait for His return is to be working to see that His 
Kingdom comes and His will is done “on earth as it is in heaven.” As we do that, though, we know full well 
that our CONFIDENCE for the future is not based on some pipe dream that we human beings will one day 
be able to get it all figured out. We know that our hope is grounded in the One who will one day appear. 

So, as we experience the chaos of life in this world … even as we experience challenges because of our 
commitment to Jesus, may our hearts be encouraged by our confidence in the One who has already 
overcome. May our anticipation of the victory He’s promised us give our hearts courage. And, may our eyes 
be always looking for His sudden appearance to make it all happen. Indeed, come, Lord Jesus! 
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening currently for our kids in the 10:30am slot: 

 Nursery and “L’il Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are meeting 
 throughout the whole service. 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids in 1st through 5th grades) is back to meeting only during the 
sermon portion of service … now back down in the Great Room. Kids begin in the service 
with their families and are dismissed at the appropriate time. 

A MISSIONS-RELATED NOTE … see page 11 (under the “Group Huddle Missions” 
heading) for a reminder about where the “Kid ENCOUNTER” offering is going this school 
year. This is an annual combined effort throughout our student ministries. 

 

A Note about “Children of Praise” 
In the past, our Fall sessions of Wednesday evening Cultivate have included 
“Children of Praise (C.O.P.)” for our kids up through 6th grade. It has all been 
part of preparation for the annual Christmas performance during our 
ENCOUNTER service in December. Obviously, as part of Cultivate more 
broadly, C.O.P. has been a COVID-casualty in our ministry programming. The 
current plan is to do this as we get into 2021 as part of Wednesday evenings 
… just not with a Christmas program. Kids will participate in C.O.P. practices leading-up to a 
performance sometime in the Spring. Even if it’s not the same, we certainly want to make sure 
this great opportunity continues to be available for our kids. Be looking for more details. 

We have resumed our check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who 
are participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

For those who are coming for the first time, please stop by and 
provide registration information to check-in your child(ren).  

For those who are already in the system, we simply need you to stop 
by, check-in your kids and get their sticker. 

We typically have participated in the October Jr. Bash at Maranatha (for 3rd-5th grade 
students). While the camp is still hosting this event, we have decided not to attend this 
session, attending in the Spring instead. We will communicate more details on this later. 
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Some Events for kids/families: 

Especially during this season when so much has been different for our kids, we are scheduling 
some specific events designed for kids. These aren’t entire replacements for our typical 
ministry programming that has been impacted by COVID; yet, they are ways where we want to 
continue our ministry to young people and their families. (As a reminder, Les has highlighted 
before some materials parents can use with kids at home; this is another way the RightNow 
Media resource can be a benefit.) Check out what we’ve scheduled below. 

Saturday, October 10 at 6pm – “Bonfire at the Jennings ’ 
House” (4599 S. Farm Road 115) ... It will be a  time of 
roasting hot dogs on an open fire and, of course, S ’mores 
too! We will also have a time of worship around the fire and 
a devotion as well. The kids ’ ministry is providing the food 
supplies, etc.; we ask that families bring lawn chairs and 
perhaps some lawn games too. This event is designed for 
kids up through 5th grade and their families, but others are welcome to attend 
as well. Come join us for a fun evening together!  

Sunday, October 25 - “Southland FAMILY Fall Fun (see 
page 2 for more details)” ... This is a night for the entire 
church family, but some of the fun is directly geared for our 
grade school kids and younger. We encourage you to come 
enjoy some autumnal opportunities for fun!  

Friday, November 20 from 6-8:30pm - another “Parents ’ 
Night Out/Kids ’ Fun Night.” While parents have some time 
out together, kids get to hang out with friends at church and 
have a lot of fun together. We ’ll share more specific details, 
but as always, dinner will be served as part of the evening.  

This event is for kids ages 3 through 5 th grade. Because it is a children ’s 
ministry event, there is no charge.  

Saturday, December 12 ... This would have been the morning of the C. O. P.  
dress rehearsal. Even though that program is not happening this December, we 
thought it would be a great time to do some sort of service project designed 
for kids and their families. Be looking for more details as we ’re still working 
out the specific plans for what this will look like.  

Unfortunately, due to COVID-related capacity guidelines and other realities, we have not 
resumed our typical ministry programming for Sunday mornings at 9am (NOT for 
10:30am!) and Wednesday evenings this semester. In this season, even in the midst of the 
ongoing limitations, we are hoping that what we are able to do continues to provide 
effective ministry to our students and families. 

FOR ALL PARENTS 

“Hold Harmless Forms” ... If haven’t already done so, please make sure you sign an 
updated form for this new ministry year. Copies were distributed at the parent 
meeting back on September 13. If you still need one (or another one), Les can help you 
get this taken care of. 
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Les’ latest  

Fall is in the air; football games encourage great rivalry and students anticipate all the activities of 

homecoming. Homecoming … it’s an interesting word. Some schools compete for originating the concept of 

homecoming on their campuses, but here’s an interesting historical event. In 1911, Mizzou’s A.D. (athletic 

director), Chester Brewer, asked alumni of the university to help inaugurate the new location of their football 

field by “coming home” to attend the annual game against the University of Kansas. Brewer planned a 

celebration with parades, parties, a pep rally and then, the football game. More than 10,000 alumni and fans 

attended the events, making Mizzou’s homecoming an example for this special event across the country. 

Homecomings are great times of remembrance and reconnecting, of sharing stories and seeing old friends. In 

Luke chapter 15, Jesus shares a homecoming story that lives in the hearts of His listeners. The story focuses on 

an over-confident son willing to make his mark on the world with his dad’s inheritance, but circumstances 

change when the resources are irresponsibly wasted and his situation becomes destitute. Here’s how the text 

records it in Luke 15:17-19 ...  

“When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food 

enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have 

sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.  Please take me 

on as a hired servant.”’ So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father 

saw him coming, and filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him.” 

This familiar parable is a powerful, heartwarming illustration of reconciliation. It teaches us a very profound 

truth about forgiveness and repentance. Sometimes, we think that our repentance somehow earns us God’s 

forgiveness; if I do my part, God does His part. It is not quite like that. Our repentance simply allows God’s 

prior offer of forgiveness to have practical effect and become activated. My repentance doesn’t change God’s 

desire to forgive, it just makes that reconciliation possible. The father in this parable didn’t stop loving his son.  

He didn’t decide to be merciful as soon as he saw him from a distance. He had already chosen to be merciful; 

he had always wanted to act in love towards his wayward son. 

As a result, the son’s homecoming meant that mercy, forgiveness and love could be showered on him. My 

repentance is not the means by which I get God to forgive me. Repentance is not my attempt to persuade God 

to welcome me. It is a decision to receive that welcome which always awaits me. Repentance is homecoming 

and God’s forgiveness is waiting for us there. 

GROUP HUDDLE (ms & hs) NEWS 
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students who strive to love 

Christ and others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into God’s Word as they 

participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. 
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GROUP HUDDLE meets from 6-8pm each week. 

Series for this semester - “Truly Free” (continued): 

Life is full of ups and downs: good days and bad days, fun times and not- 

so-fun times. It’s part of what it means to be human. Like all people, our 

students love the moments when things are going their way. But what 

about the times when they feel overwhelmed by the pressures of the 

world? What about the times when they are exhausted and plagued by stress? What about 

those moments when they just can’t seem to overcome the sin that drags them down? 

For many students, the stress, pressure and brokenness of their lives is, at times, too much to 

bear. But the excellent news is that there is tremendous hope in the Gospel. When students 

feel trapped by their sin, the Gospel says, “You’re a slave no longer.” When teens feel like they 

don’t measure up, the Gospel says, “You have immense value to God.” When young people feel 

overwhelmed by the stress of their lives, the Gospel says, “There is rest in Jesus.” In a word, 

the Gospel sets students free - truly free. We are truly free. 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for September: 

Sunday, 10/4 PLAY IT! … “The Southland Derby” (“Giddy up!” It’s a safe bet you’ll 

enjoy this night of horsin’ around.) 

Sunday, 10/11 EAT IT! … “Octoberfest” (Are you ready for the wurst party ever? Come 

early to enjoy root bear floats and tasty pretzels!) 

Sunday, 10/18 WEAR IT! … “Costume Party” (Everybody in disguise, anticipating an 

exciting surprise.) 

Sunday, 10/25 Southland’s “Family Fall Fun” event (no traditional group huddle) 

Sunday, 11/1 ENJOY IT! … “Election Anticipation” (Calling all party animals! Join us 

as we celebrate the freedom of our democratic process.)  

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

NEWS FLASH! … It’s expensive feeding teenagers. Each semester, 

we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding several hungry 

teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $25 for each 

student (that covers the whole Fall semester, through December). 

Teens will enjoy favorites like hamburgers, pasta and pancakes. 

NOTE:   Meals are being served in an appropriate way for this COVID-season and students 
   can spread out with dining options set up in the fellowship hall and the foyer. 

Also, parent volunteers are always appreciated to help prepare and serve meals. Not only is it 

greatly appreciated, it gives parents a sneak peek of what happens at Group Huddle! Check 
with Les about when your help might be needed. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

For this new school/ministry year, we are supporting a familiar mission located in a North 

African country, just highlighting another amazing team member. Lisa is a music teacher in an 

international school, a Bible study instructor, worship leader and a part of the broader team of 

missionaries as she does discipleship work with young women. We look forward to our 

upcoming SKYPE conversations to learn more about what God is doing in North Africa. 
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More MS/HS news 

It’s almost time for our annual trips to Aurora for the corn maze. 

For middle school students (6th-8th grade), the date is Wednesday, October 14; 

vans leave at 5pm and return at 9pm … a limit of 25 students. 

For high school students, the date is Saturday, October 17; 

vans leave at 5pm and return at 9pm … again, a limit of 25 students. 

Join your friends in testing your sense of direction at the giant cornfield maze. You can enter at dusk 

or wait until dark for the creepier journey. Both groups will have Subway sandwiches, chips and a kit 

to build your own s’mores. Invite your friends, but make note that space is limited to 25 students 

each night. Cost is $10/student regardless of which night. 

Specifically for MIDDLE School ... 
“Middle School Mid-Nighter” 

Friday evening, November 6 

from 6pm until midnight 

Imagine a semi-trailer full of high action video games and a controller for you plus all of your friends. 

Come enjoy this fun evening of food, gaming and hilarious activities until the clock strikes midnight! 

This event is being offered to our students at no cost (we had funds available still from 
the cancelled “Believe” event back in the Spring). 

See the top of the page for details about the high school corn maze trip. 

Specifically for HIGH School ... 
“Presidential Poll Party” 
Tuesday, November 3 from 6-8pm 

The road to the White House is an unpredictable ride. 

Come join us as election results pour in from across 

the country. History will take place as we enjoy a time 

of food (pizza and drink provided), games and great 

conversation. There is no charge for the event. 

See the top of the page for details about the high school corn maze trip. 
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southlandwomen 
How do you feel about “terms of endearment”? Honey, Baby, Sugar, Sweetheart, Sweetie, Dear … those are 
fairly common ones. Some people get more creative – Honeybear, Sweetie-pie, Pookie, Princess, Punkin’ … your 
imagination is your only limit, I suppose, when it comes to pet names for the people you love. Some people amaze 
me with how natural they sound when they say them. I’m envious of that! I think maybe it’s a gift. When some 
people use them, I think the ones they are speaking to FEEL loved and cherished! I think that’s the whole point. 
But it is hard for me. It takes effort. I have to be intentional about using them. And if that sounds like something 
crazy to be intentional about, it’s really okay. Welcome to my brain! I think I often have to work at things that 
seem to come naturally to others. How about you? Do you tend to use pet names? Or are you straight-forward and 
just use people’s given names?  

I used to think I would never use terms of endearment for others around me. Over the years, I have become 
comfortable calling Matt “Honey” and will sometimes use such names with my kids; I did even more when they 
were babies. But to this day, they don’t roll off my tongue as naturally as I would like them to. I do like the sound 
of them. I also usually like being called by them, as long as it’s sincere. But that’s where my issue begins. I’ve told 
people before, “My dad kinda ruined terms of endearment for me.” Or, at least I used to think so. He wasn’t one 
to throw around the common ones. I was never called “Princess” or “Sweetheart” or ones of that sort. He did use 
“Dear” sometimes … but the hard part was the tone with which he said it. You see, terms of endearment came 
out when my dad was frustrated. When he probably wanted to call me BAD words or mean names, instead, he 
would pull out “Dear.” And in those moments, I felt anything but dear. I felt chided. Small. Like a nuisance. A 
problem. A disappointment.  

One of the ones I remember the most was “Dear Heart.” Those words came out in pretty much a growl. I hear 
those words in my mind and they take me back to feeling like a disappointment. As I type them, I’m not sure if the 
words are two separate ones or just one, but when they were spoken, each one had a punch behind it.  

Now I feel the need to interject here, my dad is a wonderful man! He is one of my top favorite people in the world, 
and he loves Jesus and he loves me. I know that. I also know, especially now that I have been a parent for several 
years, that he was doing his best, just as we all are. There are no perfect parents in the world, but he is a very 
good one. It makes me wonder what my own kids will sit and complain about – or write articles about – someday! 
I’m sure I’ve given them plenty of things to choose from! 

But back to those words … I believe that God uses even hard things for His purposes. I believe it’s a part of how 
the Holy Spirit works, and a part of how God works things together for our good, as we read in Romans 8:28. So 
I’m not sure why I was so surprised in Sunday morning Encounter a couple of weeks ago when God stirred my 
heart very unexpectedly. Matt was speaking about the chaos of the world, especially in this season, though we 
know there is always chaos around us in varying degrees. He was sharing about a scene from a movie based on 
The Chronicles of Narnia books. In the scene, the words of the Savior-figure to a 
girl experiencing chaos were “Courage, Dear Heart!” Matt spoke these words and 
used a photo on the screen with the words, and it was as though I heard God’s 
voice speaking them directly to me. Being called “Dear Heart” might not resonate 
with just everyone, but it certainly did with me! No other term of endearment 
would have caused my ears or heart to perk up in the same way. And in that 
moment, the voice of God sounded very much like my father’s voice, but it was in 
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the sweetest, most loving, fatherly tone. God took that pet name and transformed it into a true term of 
endearment within my mind and heart! My eyes immediately filled with tears, and I don’t think they truly dried 
until after service. I hung on every word Matt said that morning as I knew God was speaking directly and intimately 
to me. The message of “Courage, Dear Heart!” is one I needed. So much is swirling right now, and has been for so 
long. His presence and encouragement has been with me all along, and I trust it has been for you too. But in that 
moment, I felt God’s love and heard His voice in way I’m not sure I ever have before.  

I pray you have a moment, or many moments, in which you hear God speak directly to your heart and you know it’s 
unmistakably from Him. Who else knows you as well as He does? He “knit you together in your mother’s 
womb” (Psalm 139:13). He knows the number of hairs on your head (Matt. 10:30). Is it any wonder that He knows 
your pet name? And is it any wonder that He can take what resonated in your head as a negative, frustrated term 
and make it the most loving, comforting phrase you could imagine? He knows you. He hears you. And He loves you. 
Infinitely and intimately. Rest in that love today and may you hear Him speak courage into your heart. 

 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life stages to 
spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW DEEP” ministry) while 
forming bonds with sisters in Christ. The tagline is “Intentional Learning for 
Intentional Living.”   

The current session is a RightNow Media study called Keeping Place: Reflections on the Meaning of Home by 
Jen Pollock Michel; WSA is meeting on the 5 Thursdays of October from 9:30-11:30am each week. 

This is another opportunity for ladies to "GROW DEEP" as we study God’s Word together and to form bonds 
with sisters in Christ and encourage one another! Please join us as we study God’s Word together. 

An Upcoming women’s ministry event:  A Fall “Movie Night” 

We invite women of all ages to join your 
sisters for this event on Friday, 
November 13 from 6:30-8:30pm. 

We will take appropriate precautions: 
pre-packaged snacks and drinks will be 

provided and seats will be spaced. 

Childcare will be provided. 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
The next meeting of 
Box Top Girls will be 
Friday, October 30 

from 6-8:15pm. 

As always, dinner is 
included (no cost) as 

part of BTG.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar  
We are currently in the midst of a sermon series from the book of Revelation 
called “Confidence in the Chaos.” This book certainly has its fair share of 
mystery that can cause a fair amount of confusion for us today. Yet, at its core, 
it’s a reminder of the trust we can put in the One who has overcome so that His 
victory (see John 16:33) becomes our victory! As we experience chaos in the 
midst of this world, it’s the kind of confidence we need to endure and be faithful 
to Jesus. Each week in this series, we are looking at a different theme that emerges in the book; this can help us get 
the message into our hearts and mind. Even given the strange symbols and peculiar style, we certainly need to hear it! 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

Our Sunday morning “HYBRID” - both “in person” gathering and online. 

We continue to offer the LIVE STREAM option through Facebook LIVE. 

We now have it set-up for you to be able to access the live stream directly 

from our website: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online. Of course, it can 

still be accessed through our main Facebook page as well. 

Some specifics about how this will work while we are doing this hybrid: 

 The LORD’S SUPPER … If you are joining us “in person,” we have pre-packaged kits with 

the bread and juice in a single-sealed unit; these are available at each of the auditorium 

entrances. If you are participating online, please have your Lord’s Supper supplies ready. 

 OFFERING … We also have boxes at each entrance to collect offering. Whether participating 

in person or online, you can still use the other giving options we’ve highlighted on page 4. 

 We are still making it possible to take sermon notes even if you are participating virtually. 

You can use your own supplies. Or, we will also keeping making note sheets available as a 

PDF that you can print and use at home (see also the YouVersion option). 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 

We have a talented group of instrumentalists and vocalists that serve as part of our worship team - a team 

that has played an ongoing integral role during our ENCOUNTER time. Starting in September, we have had 

some of those from within this team who have shared the point/lead role since Adam’s departure: Rick 

Randleman from a staff leadership role plus Jared Wilson and Kendall Wooldridge (she is leading for the first 

two weeks of October). Just like in other areas of our church and ministries, we are grateful to have people 

willing to use their God-given giftedness to serve and BUILD UP others. In fact, such participation in ministry 

becomes a strength of a church family like ours. 

As we mentioned before, this is the intended plan within our worship ministry throughout the rest of 2020. 

Leadership will continue the conversation as we consider how to proceed in the long-term. 

If you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach out to Rick and 

let him know. At this point, we are certainly looking for more volunteers! 

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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A REMINDER about these priorities here at Southland: 

When we are operating as normal (i.e. without impacts from COVID-19), these two priorities that we call 

“CONNECT” and “GROW DEEP” are a valuable part of our church family here at Southland.  

CONNECT Groups (these mainly meet at 9am on Sunday mornings) are designed to be a context 

where people can discover Christian community and experience a smaller sense of FAMILY here at 

Southland. It’s a place of relationship-building, prayer and reflecting together on God’s Word.  

Our Wednesday evening CULTIVATE with D-Groups is about helping us plant deep roots down 

into Christ and Scripture within an even smaller context.  

Of course, we now find ourselves in a season when capacity guidelines restrict how many we can have in our 

rooms to 50% of normal. This particularly becomes an issue when factoring in the room that needs to be 

made for ministries to kids/youth. Combined with other challenges related to COVID (e.g. we certainly don’t 

have everyone back yet), it all makes these ministries difficult to continue as normal.  

Because of that, we are keeping our “formal” ministry programming PAUSED 

on Sunday mornings at 9am and Wednesday evenings for the rest of 2020. 

We are grateful for those groups that have been able to adapt and have continued to meet in person as 

smaller groups or via an online format such as Zoom. There are also some ongoing ministries like Group 

Huddle for middle school/high school students (see page 10) and a session of WSA (Bible study for ladies - see 

page 14) happening. In addition to such things, we would certainly encourage people within the Southland 

family to find ways to connect for both relational purposes and study as it can happen in this season. 

We do look forward to the start of 2021 and resuming our more normal ministry programming - what we 

believe is the best way for us to carry-out the priorities God has given us to be about. 

 

CONNECTING 

and GROWING DEEP 

during COVID-19 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Instead of putting together a regular serving schedule, leaders of different areas of ministry 

continue to contacting volunteers directly for the month of October. There are still other 

occasional service opportunities (e.g. greeters or for our “Family Fall Fun” event); we are 

communicating those as they arise through more direct means or on our Facebook page. 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

The G6:10 Ministry’s annual “Thanksgiving Baskets” project is quickly approaching. 

This is an annual drive by which the Southland FAMILY blesses those in 

need during the Thanksgiving season (we work with Crosslines on some 

levels in this project). Later in October, we will start this effort. Of 

course, to some extent, it will be modified somewhat due to our current 

realities. In the end, even while the process may look a bit different this 

year, we believe it is especially needed in 2020!  

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) 

when available. This is really the only way one of our 

partners can share with supporters as their location makes 

any online presence too risky from a security standpoint. 

Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-19 
realities impact their locations significantly as well! 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

We had to postpone the Mexico mission trip with Casas por Cristo back in August. We are still looking 

to re-schedule this trip for sometime during the next 12 months.  Be looking for more details. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

