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Who we are:  A church family where together 
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We will publish the next edition of 

The Southland Vine on October 30. 

We are rolling out a new check-in system within our “Southland 
KIDS” ministries; it’s for all kids 5th grade and younger.  

Be looking for a station located near the nursery counter in the foyer. This will be used 
by our regular Southland families as well as our guests; we need parents to stop by each 

week to check their kids in moving forward. See page 7 for information. 

Come join your Southland FAMILY 
for a fun fall-themed event.  

Activities start at 4pm 
with a soup/chili supper at 6pm.  

See page 2 for more details 
about our plans for the evening. 
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Congratulations to Aidan Norris who was immersed into Christ by 

Matt on Sunday, September 15 (Aidan has been coming to Southland 

with his grandfather Jim). We rejoice with Aidan in his decision! 

Southland “FAMILY” News 

In case you’ve missed it, here is our theme for this current ministry 
year: We unveiled the theme at 
FLOURISH 2019 as we moved into this new year that runs through 
August of 2020. This theme helps us focus in two directions as it is 
going to be an ongoing part of our church FAMILY conversations 
here at Southland (e.g. with our current sermon series).  

On the one hand, it reminds us that the faith in Christ we have has been passed on to us by 
others. It’s what we’ve received from “beyond ourselves.” We want to celebrate what we’ve 
received and those from whom we’ve received it.  

Speaking of which … at FLOURISH 2019, we used the foamboards around the auditorium to 
celebrate those from whom we received this legacy. They are still up. If you put a post-it note up 
there, we invite you to use one of the Sharpie markers and actually write the names on the board 

to make it more permanent. If you weren’t able to join us, find an empty space on one of the 
boards and write down the names of those who passed this legacy on to you. 

On the other hand, this LEGACY theme emphasizes that this faith that has been passed on to us 
should also be passed on by us to others - “beyond ourselves.” We want to reflect on what it 
means for us to be leaving such a LEGACY of faith in Christ. One image that has been used to 
picture this idea is that of a “lengthened shadow.” Assuming light is coming from the right 
direction, a shadow lingers even after a person has passed by. So it is with a LEGACY - as we go 
about our lives, we are living and leaving a “shadow” that eventually will outlast our earthly 
lives. This theme is designed to help us consider what it means to live such lives! 

 

Our Theme for the Ministry Year: 

An Upcoming Opportunity to Experience “FAMILY” at SCC: 
We have various things planned for all ages - many of them outdoors - 
so good weather would be great! Of course, as part of the evening, we 
will enjoy a delicious chili/soup supper at 6pm. We’re also planning on 
having apple cider and popcorn as well as an opportunity for S’mores 
with marshmallows cooked over fire pits in the courtyard. All in all, 
we’re looking forward to a fun time together as a church FAMILY! 

Here’s some information about what we need you to know and do to make this event happen: 

 

Please sign-up at the display in the foyer or in your Connect Group. 

 

 

If you’re at all connected to Southland, you’re a part of this family, so come join us! 
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We are working toward a new directory. At this point, we are making adjustments 
as indicated on the copies of the rough draft we made available. Also, we are still 
trying to track down verification of the contact information we have on file. As 
these processes unfold, we will then finalize a new edition for distribution. 

PROPERTY Update: 
Now that we’re a year past the property sale, it’s a good time to review where things are. We are still 

waiting for word on how the property will be developed (it’s basically the lighter parking lot area to the 

west). Once the building process begins, there will likely be some challenges that come along. We will deal 

with these as they come. After the process is complete, our agreement gives us ongoing access to use the 

parking area. Until all of that, we are continuing to proceed “as is.” 

Of course, we continue to reap the benefits of the sale. On the MORTGAGE front, we have reduced our 

principal to around $180,000 - nearly $800,000. That has also brought about a reduction in our monthly 

obligation from $7,500 to $1,500. All of that has allowed us to devote more funds to MINISTRY with both 

the hiring of an associate staff member as well as other efforts. 

That’s also true when it comes to the ongoing MAINTENANCE/BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS front. Here is a 

basic list of what has been accomplished so far: filling of cracks in the parking lot (the full re-sealing effort 

will happen post-development next door), a rather large scale renovation of the Fellowship Hall including 

new flooring in the common office areas, new folding chairs and carts, ceiling work in the foyer and hallway 

as well as a fresh coat of paint in most of the main parts of the building. That’s not to mention work that 

came about because of a hail storm in July 2018 and the replacement of an air conditioning unit too. We 

also were able to re-zone the main portion of our property, a key step for us to take. Even with all of what, 

we still have the funds to keep addressing other projects on our list of what needs to be done. 

We are grateful for God’s guidance throughout this process and look forward to how it all 

will continue to unfold in the months ahead. 

More “FAMILY” opportunities at SCC: 
 As we make our way toward 

the Thanksgiving season, we will be starting the annual process for 
our “THANKSGIVING Baskets” project. Each year, the G6:10 Ministry 
organizes this effort. It’s a great (and easy!) way for the Southland 
FAMILY to come together to serve those BEYOND our church and 

bless others in this season. We will be communicating more details about how you can participate 
during October. As always, this will include the opportunity to donate items to help us build the 
baskets. As with last year, it will also include the opportunity to distribute a basket (or more) to 
someone you know who could use such a blessing on behalf of the Southland FAMILY. Be looking for 
more information as we head through the month of October. 

 This is how 
we’ve begun packaging the Christmas season at Southland. Just as 
families have their own traditions for the season, so do we as a church 
FAMILY. This year, those plans again include a church FAMILY “Thanks-
Mas” dinner on 12/1 and a special morning on 12/8 with breakfast as well as 
the annual production from our Children of Praise group: “C.A.K.E.” Of 
course, the season will also involve plans for Christmas Eve. 
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids 

and youth through high school). Groups are meeting as normal during this time. See 

page 14 for specific details about our Connect Groups. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; see page 13. 

Sunday evening from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth (GH 

students are invited to participate in the “Southland FAMILY Fall Fun” event on October 13, 

otherwise meeting each week - check out page 9 for specific details).  

Wednesdays - 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 start time otherwise … CULTIVATE - our 

Wednesday evening “GROW DEEP” ministry. This session started September 4 

and runs through mid-November; see page 14 for more details. 

Other Events (listed by date): 

Thursday, October 3 … the first meeting of WSA, “Women Set Apart,” at 9:30am; see the 

women’s ministry section - page 12 - for more information about this. 

Friday, October 4 and Saturday, October 5 … the 2019 Fall Junior Bash at Maranatha Bible 

Camp, an event for those in 3rd through 5th grades; see page 7 for details. 

Friday, October 11 … annual banquet for Life of Hope in Joplin; talk to Matt or Rick if you are 

interested in attending. 

Sunday, October 13 from 4-7pm … Our 2nd annual “Southland FAMILY Fall Fun” event; see 

page 2 for specific details. 

Wednesday, October 16 (5-9pm) … high school trip to the Cornfield Maze (see p. 10 for 

details); sign-up at the display in the south foyer. 

Friday, October 18 (5-10pm) … middle school trip to the Cornfield Maze (see p. 10 for 

details); sign-up at the display in the south foyer. 

Friday, November 1 … BTG meeting (6-8:15pm). 

Friday, November 1 through Saturday, November 2 … “The EVENT” for high school students 

at Ozark Christian College. 

Sunday, November 3 … “Daylight Savings Time” ends for 2019. Make sure to 

set your clocks back an hour Saturday into Sunday. 

Sunday, November 3 … we will again be participating in the annual “International Day of 

Prayer for the Persecuted Church.” It’s a day of raising awareness about the reality of 

persecution around the globe and joining in prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ who 

“share our faith, but not our freedom.” 
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Other Events (listed by date - cont.): 

Friday, November 8 … a Parents’ Night Out/Kids’ Fun Night from 6-8:30; see page 7. 

Wednesday, November 20 … the last night of CULTIVATE for this Fall session. 

Thursday, November 21 … the last day of this session of WSA = Women Set Apart. 

Sunday, December 1 … “Thanks-Mas Church FAMILY Dinner.” Just as earthly 

families come together to celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas, so will we on 

this day (late afternoon). We will be communicating more details about this 

event along the way. 

Sunday, December 8 … the date for our 2019 Children of Praise production: “C.A.K.E.” 

Monday, December 16 … date for the next women’s event - a Christmas-themed one. 

 

For staying up-to-date, we encourage you to utilize Southland's online presence: our 
website (www.gosouthland.org) and also our Facebook group called “The Southland 
Scoop” (to be added to the group, find the page and send us a request to join).  

Also, we do a good amount of communication through e-mail (i.e. updates about 
events, a link to “The Vine” when it’s completed, prayer requests, etc.). If you are not 
receiving such electronic communications from us, please contact the office to let us 
know. We can get your address added to our distribution lists (or help troubleshoot 
any problems keeping you from receiving such e-mails). 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more efficiently:  

we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to be sent to the 

prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any staff member to 

make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you don’t have e-mail access or would 

rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well. 

PRAYER 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
We shared information about August giving in the last edition of “The Vine.” We will share a September 
snapshot in the next edition (it’s better to do it once the month is completed). It’s a way that we help the 

Southland family stay informed about where we are financially. We encourage you to join us in faithfully 

giving to God’s work here at SCC. 

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to 

RightNow Media (RNM), a valuable ministry tool that we have available 

here at Southland. The content available through RNM provides a great 

way to help you feed yourself spiritually. 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, 

everyone connected to Southland can have his or her own log-in with 

FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an online 

connection (via smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t yet, please send a 

request via e-mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you get set-up. 

http://www.gosouthland.org
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A note from RICK ... 
On Sunday, September 22 in Launch (our college-aged Connect Group), our conversation drifted for a bit towards The 
Chronicles of Narnia. The passage we talked about is one of my favorites from the entire series. In Voyage of the Dawn 

Treader, C.S. Lewis tells the story of Eustace, a young boy who turns into a dragon due to having been selfish and 
stubborn. Aslan, the lion and Christ-figure in all of the Chronicles of Narnia stories, takes Eustace to a well to bathe, but 
Eustace can’t get in because as a dragon, he’s too big. The only solution, he figures, is to shed his skin like a snake, layer 
by layer. As he’s going, he finally asks Aslan how many more layers he needs to shed. Aslan responds by undressing him.   

“I was afraid of his claws, I can tell you,” says Eustace, “but I was pretty nearly desperate now. So, I just lay flat down on my 

back and let him do it. The very first tear he made was so deep I thought it had gone right into my heart. When he began 
pulling the skin off, it hurt worse than anything I’ve felt … then he … threw me into the water. It smarted like anything but 

only for a moment. After that it became perfectly delicious, and as soon as I started swimming and splashing, I found all the 
pain had gone … After a bit, the lion took me and dressed me … in these new clothes I’m wearing.” 

So many times, people try, like Eustace, to change themselves. We want to be godly and desire to make changes in our 
lives, and so we shed layer after layer, only to find that we can’t do it on our own. We’re powerless to change, to become 
clean, to rid ourselves of the sin so prevalent in our lives. It turns out, what we need is a scratch from Christ, to allow Him to 
change us from deep inside, to surgically remove the sin from our lives. Have you been clawed lately? The reality is this: 
God often uses painful means to change us. Unless there is some situation to create discomfort, people often reject 
change. Do you need a scratch from Christ? Be prepared for the claw. Christ may do surgery on us, not to hurt us, but to 
heal us. When you feel the pain, be grateful for the claw, because the pain of change is 
better than the pain of being unable to change at all.   

What MATTers to me … 
Whenever there’s a particular word or theme we’re focusing on at Southland, I find 
myself noticing it in various places. What’s changed is not the prevalence of the 
word, but my awareness of it. Such is the case with this LEGACY theme. The fact 
is, it seems like I’ve started to see the word popping up everywhere!  

One of those occasions was in reference to a college friend of mine who recently 
lost his Dad. I had learned about it all by following the story on Facebook. Jerl 
had been a preacher throughout his adult life. Early in September, he unexpectedly 
passed away. As the news was shared, the word LEGACY appropriately kept coming up as his family remembered 
the impact of his life. More importantly than being a preacher, Jerl was a man of faith who made sure to pass on 
to his own family and many others the importance of faith in Christ.  

In the midst of our own LEGACY focus, I was particularly struck by words of tribute on the day of his funeral. 
These were words shared on Facebook after some comment about the service itself: 

This man was my preacher all of my adult life until he retired a few years ago. I could have listed a 
thousand ways he helped just me. The world will miss Jerl, but we will remember him. His legacy 
will reach on for generations.  

One of my favorite sayings is, "You can count the number of seeds in an apple, but you can't count 
the number of apples in a seed." Jerl planted orchards everywhere he went. 

I couldn’t help but think of the power that metaphor provides - it’s what this theme of LEGACY is all about. Jerl 
didn’t leave a LEGACY because he was a preacher; being a preacher was simply one way in which he lived and left 
behind a LEGACY of faith. On the one hand, it’s what I personally want to be true of myself at the end of my 
journey. On the other hand, it’s what we all should desire when it comes to our own faith in Christ. As we go 
about our lives, we have the opportunity to make such a profound impact on others. In our lives of faith, may we 
make it our goal to be planting such orchards everywhere we go. It can only happen if and when we 
intentionally choose to live such a life that goes “beyond ourselves!” 
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“Children of Praise” ... Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:45pm 
Kids ages 4 through 6th grade participate in “Children of Praise.” They spend 

Wednesday evenings rehearsing songs, practicing drama and much more, all in 
preparation for their annual Christmas performance. This year’s performance 
date is Sunday, December 8 during our ENCOUNTER service at 10:30am; we 
are also going to go ahead and identify December 15 as a back-up date in the 

event weather impacts the 8th (it almost happened last year!).  

Practices have started already with launching of CULTIVATE in September, 
but it’s not too late for kids to join.  

This year, we are again using a packaged Christmas drama for the C.O.P. 
performance. This year’s story is called “C.A.K.E. - Christmas Acts 
of Kindness Experiment.” It’s the story of some young kids who have 
received an assignment over Christmas break. Along the way, it turns 
into a memorable group project that changes the way they experience 
Christmas and the story at the heart of it all. 

Here are some important dates to keep in mind (tentative for now): 

 Wednesday, November 27 (the night before Thanksgiving) - no 
 C.O.P. practice. 

 Wednesday, December 4 - even though CULTIVATE as a whole 
wraps up on November 20, C.O.P. will still practice this night. 

Saturday, December 7 - dress rehearsal (specific details to be announced). 

Sunday, December 8 - C.O.P. presents “C.A.K.E.” during our 10:30am ENCOUNTER 
service (be looking for more details about plans for this morning). 

      - “Discipleship Jr.” (1st
 - 5th grades) 

“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal throughout the month of October; kids this age 
(it’s different for those Kindergarten and younger) start out in our regular ENCOUNTER 

service at 10:30am until being dismissed … typically during offering. 

Starting September 29, we are implementing a new “check-in” system to enhance our kids’ 
ministries (a station near the nursery counter); this is for all kids birth through 5th grade. 

On the first week you come, we will have you either verify the information 
we have for your kids (we’ve pre-loaded much of what we have on file) or 
enter it into the system for the first time. 

From there, you will receive instructions on what to do from that point on. 
This process will involve you checking your kids in each week - whether you 
come at 9 or 10:30 – so our volunteers know who is here. 
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Friday, Oct. 4 & Saturday, Oct. 5 - for 3rd-5th graders 

It’s a Friday and Saturday of fun activities, worship and learning about God and His Word at 
Maranatha; this session’s theme deals with Noah, his faith and the great flood. As is typical 

for these Jr. Bash sessions, there’s again a science-based emphasis.  

It’s not too late to sign-up, but registration is now the full $55..  

To register, go to the following website (it’s the normal one for camp registrations so you 
can use previous credentials): https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/; you 
can click directly on it if viewing this electronically. Please remember to select the “pay by 

check” option and get money to Les before departing on the 4th. 

Les will communicate details (e.g. packing list, departure/arrival times, etc.) 
directly to those who are registered to go. 

ATTENTION PARENTS OF ANY KIDS/YOUTH IN SOUTHLAND’S STUDENT MINISTRIES (kindergarten 

through high school): If you haven’t already, please make sure you sign one of the “Hold 

Harmless” forms. Copies were distributed at the parent meeting back in August. If you still need 

one (or another), make sure to find Les and he’ll help you get this taken care of. 

Les’ latest  

If you walk into my office the first thing you’ll notice are the plethora of sticky notes.  Some sticky notes serve 
as reminders, others have important figures jotted on them. In fact, there are a few notes I’m not willing to 
throw away until I remember their significance. Two notes in particular caught my eye, and I’m intrigued by 
how they complement the same goal. One note had the amount 0f $561 written on it. This is the current 

A couple of FUN opportunities for kids: 

Sunday, October 13 from 4-7pm - “Southland FAMILY 
Fall Fun.” In the past, we have held an event called the 
“Kids ’ Fall Festival.” It was a fun night designed with lots of 
various games, etc. designed specifically for kids. The event 
is now broader to include all ages, but it still involves lots of 
fun for kids!! Amidst all that we have available throughout this evening, some 
of it will be directly geared for our grade school kids and younger. You ’ll have 
to come to find out ALL the specifics!  

Friday, November 8 from 6-8:30pm - another “Parents ’ 
Night Out/Kids ’ Fun Night.” While parents have some time 
out together, kids get to hang out with friends at church and 
have a lot of fun together. We ’ll share more specific details, 
but as always, dinner will be served as part of the evening.  

This event is for kids ages 3 through 5 th grade. Because it is a children ’s 
ministry event, there is no charge. Be looking for info about providing an RSVP. 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/
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GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students who strive 

to love Christ and others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into God’s 

Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. The new 
year of Group Huddle is currently in full swing! 

GROUP HUDDLE meets from 6-8pm each week. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding 

several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $20 

for each teen from your household who is attending (that covers 

the whole semester, through December).  

Also, parent volunteers are always appreciated to help with meals. Not only is it greatly 

appreciated, it gives parents a sneak peek of what happens at Group Huddle! Check with Les 
about when your help might be needed. 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for September: 

 Sunday, 9/29 EAT IT! … “Scooby Snack Night” (Zoinks; don’t miss it!) 

Sunday, 10/6 PLAY IT! … “Southland Derby” (All the excitement of a horse race … 

just without the smells!) 

Sunday, 10/13 No normal Group Huddle; our middle school/high school youth are invited 
to participate in the “Southland FAMILY Fall Fun” event. 

Sunday, 10/20 WEAR IT! … “Show Your School Spirit!” (“We’ve got spirit, yes we do! 
We’ve got spirit, how ‘bout you?!”) 

Sunday, 10/27 EAT IT! … “October-palooza” (Enjoy root beer and pretzels before 

Group Huddle starts.) 

youth/children’s offering given for our missionary partners in Australia. The other note had this Bible study 
verse from Luke 15:4 – “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the 
ninety nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?” 

In the Bible, David proclaimed that the Lord is his Shepherd. Jesus says that 
He is the Good Shepherd. And in Matthew 18, He tells us that the Shepherd is 
focused on restoring lost sheep. The illustration of the SHEPHERD helps us 
understand the heart of our Heavenly Father: He is a seeking God who is 
passionate about pursuing lost sheep. In fact, He gladly leaves behind the 99 
in their comfort and safety in order to track down a single, misguided sheep. 
All of heaven rejoices when that sheep is found (see also Luke 15:2-7). 

Because of the Great Commission, the SHEPHERD also calls us to seek on His behalf. He is a missionary God. He 
sent a missionary Son into the world, and He calls us to have a missionary heart and mind. If we are to be like 
Him, we, too, must have a consuming passion for lost sheep. How do we align ourselves with God’s plan? We 
must pray for those who are lost. We must work to find them and bring them into the Good Shepherd’s fold.  
That requires us to give our resources to make this happen. Right now, there are more than 4 billion sheep 
outside the Shepherd’s fold. If we want to be in tune with God’s priorities, we must pray, give, train, tell, send 
and go! We cannot rest as long as there are lost sheep. 
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GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS: 

REMINDER:  This year’s offering is going to Allen and Marilynn Todd who 

are going to be working in New South Wales, Australia. Already, 
students have raised over $560 to support the Todds; keep up the 

great (and GENEROUS!) work! 

 

More middle school/high school news 
Wednesday night CULTIVATE ... we have programming for middle school and high school 

students. This meets from 6:30-7:45pm. They are using a curriculum called “Run the Race” based 

on a popular movie by the same title from earlier this year. NOTE: 6th graders will be with C.O.P. 
during the Fall session of CULTIVATE. 
 

It’s almost time again to 

“Get Lost in the Giant Cornfield Maze” 

For middle school students (6th-8th grade), the 

date is Friday, October 18; vans leave at 5pm 

and return at 10pm … students will explore the 

maze as well as enjoy roasting hot dogs and s’mores. 

For high school students, the date is 

Wednesday, October 16; vans leave at 5pm 

and return at 9pm … pizza for supper and s’mores 

will be part of the evening. 

Invite your friends to join you in testing your sense of direction at the new location in Aurora. You 

can enter at dusk or wait until dark. Space is limited to 25 students each night so be sure to sign-up 

at the youth display. Cost is $10/student regardless of which night. 

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH … 

“The Event” at Ozark Christian College 

Friday, Nov. 1 (leave at 4pm) 
and Saturday, Nov. 2 (return at 5pm) 

Cost is $35 (includes housing - we crash in the dorms at OCC - as well as Saturday 
meals and an event t-shirt). Students will also need extra money for Friday’s dinner on the 

road and a late night ice cream snack. 

Find more details and sign-up for this event at the youth display in the south foyer. 
 

Also, a public service announcement for juniors and seniors … make sure you mark your 
calendars for the 2019 College and Career Fair on Tuesday, October 8 from 5-7pm. This event is 
held at the University Plaza Convention Center. There will be 60 different exhibits from colleges/
universities as well as branches of the military. Financial aid seminars will also be included 
throughout the evening. This event is for you and your parents. 
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southlandwomen 
From Kristie … 

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell together in unity!” - Psalm 133:1 

This verse has been familiar to me since I was a child. My parents would quote it from time to time, and I 
sometimes heard it quoted in prayer by other adults also. As a child, I thought very literally, so since it says 
“brothers” in that particular version, I kind of let it go in one ear and out the other. But in another version it 
reads “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” That resonates much more with 
me. The verses that follow speak of unity being as pleasant as oil running down the head and into the beard …
I’ll be honest, that doesn’t sound very pleasant or enjoyable to me at all, but to each his own, I suppose. I’ve 
never had a beard; maybe oil running down it is the best thing ever? I assume you could just as easily say the 
same thing about sisters dwelling in unity … we would just choose a different analogy    .  

As I thought about what that might be for us ladies, I decided to look at other versions to get a clearer picture 
of why it is so pleasant. Consider this translation: 

“  

1How wonderful it is, how pleasant, when brothers live in harmony! 2For harmony is as precious as the 
fragrant anointing oil that was poured over Aaron’s head and ran down onto his beard and onto the border of 
his robe. 3Harmony is as refreshing as the dew on Mount Hermon, on the mountains of Israel. And God has 

pronounced this eternal blessing on Jerusalem, even life forevermore.” 

It’s becoming clearer now. The unity or harmony is precious and refreshing. I resonate with that! I know as a 
parent it makes my heart smile to see my children getting along well, enjoying one another’s company or 
cheerfully working on a project together. Imagine how much more our Heavenly Father loves watching His 
children cooperating together well and working together as a team! 

I saw a wonderful kind of 
unity happening last Friday 
night at our “Pasta & 
Painting” women’s event. I 
was privileged to watch over 
40 women share a meal 
together and spend time 
laughing and talking. Then I 
watched them work on a 
painting project together, while still laughing and visiting. I can tell you, it is a beautiful thing to watch ladies 
expressing their creativity! Each one was creating her own project, but still working side-by-side with sisters 
to accomplish a common goal. Each project had its own uniqueness and beauty, just like the artist. Each bore 
similarities to others, but with it’s own special mix of colors and techniques. The artists themselves 
represented diversity in age, life stage, personality, and preferences. They compared notes, shared opinions, 
asked questions, and in the end, carried home a unique expression of themselves in the form of the painting of 
a tree. It was a blessing to my heart to see women “dwelling in unity.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
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“SAVE the Date” ... Monday, December 16 (evening time) 
This is the date we have tentatively set for our next women’s event - a Christmas 

gathering; be looking for more details in the next edition of “The Vine” and elsewhere. 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

This year’s study for the girls is a book called Lies Girls Believe - and the Truth That 
Sets Them Free by Dannah Gresch. Moms are discussing the same topics using the 

companion guide A Mom’s Guide to Lies Girls Believe.  

Box Top Girls 

Here are a couple of features that are going to be part of things over the next few months:  (1) serving a 

meal at Harmony House; the next date is November 9 and (2) “Deeper Life Groups” during CULTIVATE on 

Wednesday evenings - a great opportunity for guys to grow together through study and sharing. 

This is a ministry combining aspects of MSA (Moms Set Apart) and 
Ladies’ Bible Study - “Women Set Apart!” It’s an opportunity for 
women of all ages and life stages to spend time studying God’s 
Word together and forming bonds with sisters in Christ. The tagline 
is “Intentional Learning for Intentional Living.”  

For this first session, we are going to be studying a book written by Kelly Minter titled "Finding God Faithful." 
It will lead us in a study of the life of Joseph. It has companion videos also that we will view together and 
discuss, and then there will be work for you to do through the week on your own.  

We will meet each Thursday morning starting October 3 and going through November 21 - 9:30-11:30(ish) 
each week. If you are not able to attend all 8 sessions, that's okay; please don't let that keep you from coming 
the weeks that you can! We will offer some light breakfast options - pastries, bagels, or something of the sort 
- as well as coffee. This is another opportunity for us to "GROW DEEP" as well as form bonds with sisters in 
Christ and encourage one another!  

The next BTG 
meeting will be 

Friday, November 1 
from 6-8:15pm. 

As always, dinner 
(pizza and salad) is 
included with BTG.  

Many ladies also worked together in harmony to set up for our event and to clean up afterward. Some guys 
were involved in that process as well, and I am very grateful! It is amazing what we can accomplish when we 
work together in unity toward a common goal, using our gifts and strengths. As we go about our lives, both 
within these Southland walls and outside them, may we show the world “how good and pleasant it is when 
God’s people live together in unity.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar  

We are using this “LEGACY” theme as the main focus for our Fall 2019 
sermon series. We introduced the series by looking at this theme from both 
directions of “beyond ourselves” - (1) celebrating what we have received from 
others and (2) considering our responsibility to pass such things of faith on to 
others. Both ideas are certainly grounded in the truth of God’s Word. From 
there, we’ve been considering this LEGACY that we have received from the 
broader family of faith, including those from within the pages of Scripture. We 
see it in Hebrews 11 - we have received “a LEGACY of Active Faith.” We also see it in the book of Acts. For this 
current portion of this series, we’re considering what the earliest followers of Jesus - those in the story of Acts, the 
early church - have handed down to us … “a LEGACY of Christ at the Center” and “a LEGACY of Surrender to the 
Holy Spirit.” Over the next few weeks, we will continue to reflect on what we have received from them. 

 Sunday, September 29 … the dual themes of internal community and external mission in Acts 

 Sunday, October 6 (Rick preaching) … courage and boldness 

 Sunday, October 13 … faithfulness even in the face of opposition (tentative theme as of now) 

From that point on in the series, we may continue the ongoing story of Acts for a bit more. At some point, though, we 
will make a transition to consider other aspects of the LEGACY of faith we have received from others that we find in 
the story of God’s Word. Indeed, this is the heritage we find ourselves a part of, stretching clear back even to the 
beginning of the story! It’s all part of what we have received from beyond ourselves. 

 

REMINDER:  If you want to listen to sermons you might have missed, you 
can do so through the website. Go to the “Online Sermons” tab at our 
website (www.gosouthland.org). From there, you can find the date of the 
sermon you are looking for. Assuming everything goes properly, we try to 
get sermons posted by Tuesday. It’s never the same as being with the 
church family, but it is a way to stay connected. You can also navigate to 
find past sermon series as we have many years’ worth of sermons archived.  
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

 

We are still using the format of “Deeper Life Groups” (a.k.a. “D-Groups”). For this, we are going to be 

using a book called Core 52 as the content, a book written by Mark Moore designed to “build your 

Bible IQ.” We are excited about the ways it can help us GROW DEEP in our faith in Christ together. 

We are communicating the schedule of chapters in the foyer, but we’ll also include it here: 

10/2 - Chapters 4 and 16  10/9 - Chapter 5  10/16 - Chapters 9 and 18 

10/23 - Chapter 14    10/30 - Chapter 15 

A note about CULTIVATE timing - a meal is served beginning at 5:30 each Wednesday; 

ministry programming runs from 6:30 to 7:45. 

See the flyers we've made available in the foyer for all the CULTIVATE details (including plans 

for kids/youth); they are also available electronically at this link:  Fall 2019 Cultivate Session. 

What’s happening in Connect Groups  (Sundays at 9am)  

One of the ways we try to facilitate healthy relationships within the church FAMILY is through our 

Connect Groups that meet weekly at 9am. Below is a listing of the groups that meet as well as their 

current location and a brief demographic description (note: the basic demographic identifiers are given for 

informational purposes, not as binding parameters): 

LAUNCH (meeting in Room #5) … for college-age and young adults. 

The BRANCH (meeting in the Southeast corner of the auditorium) … for those with younger families.  

The Refuge  (meeting in the Great Room) … for those who have kids in middle school, high school and 

even into college (earliest adulthood). 

Free at Last (meeting in the Gathering Room, off of the Great Room) … for those who continue to have 

work responsibilities, but whose kids are mainly gone. 

Empty Nesters (meeting in the Fellowship Hall) … for those who are primarily in the retirement life stage. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Fall_2019_flyer.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2-DJjjo9AKw6eU2a4FDijOIP8WfGjvjgrO9hfMrCi7IBU3RTfmtxEZb2c


15 

 

“THANK YOU” to Pam Foster and Liz Wood (yes, Bill and 

Bob too!) for the meal provided to the Morse family. Such 

expressions of kindness are much appreciated! 

Also a “THANK YOU” to Megan Williamson who led the painting for the ladies at their 

“Pasta and Painting” event on September 20. 

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight 

some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to 

serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve here at Southland. 

Here are some specific “holes” we have as of now: 

 For CULTIVATE meals on Wednesday evenings … we are grateful to those who are 

helping to get these meals ready; if you are willing and interested in helping with this, 

please let the office know. 

 We will need several volunteers to help at stations during our “FAMILY Fall Fun” 

event. If you are willing to serve in such a capacity, let the office know; we will also be 

recruiting volunteers in early October leading up to the 13th. 

 As we roll out our new “check-in” system for our kids’ ministry, we are going to need 

volunteers to help with this process each week. It is especially important for our guests to 

find a friendly face to assist them as they check-in their kids. 

 We need those who are willing to help by serving at the Welcome Center. 

If you are willing to help in one of these areas, please use one of the BLUE cards available 

by the Welcome Center. Fill it out, leave it in the office and we’ll be in touch! 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special 

work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing 

and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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Serving Schedule – OCTOBER 2019 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

10/6 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |——— Dennis & Kay M. (8:45-10:15) ———| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Pat & Debbie L. 

10/13 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |———— Jay & Kim T. (8:45-10:15) ————| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Ken & Debbie N. (10:15-10:40) Ben & Debbie J. 

10/20 
2nd/3rd Grade (8:45-9:10)  |—— Ernie & Charlotte E. (8:45-10:15) ——| 

Launch (10:15-10:40) Joan H. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Ken & Debbie N. 

10/27 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |——–— Tony & Kim F. (8:45-10:15) —–——| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) A.J. & Terra G. 

 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

10/6 

Warren & Carolyn Burros 

Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

10/13 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

10/20 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

10/27 Warren Burros Nate Jennings 

 

 Nursery check-in Nursery workers 

10/6 - 8:50-10:00am 
10/6 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Jenelle Smith 

Amanda Miller 
Jenelle/Ezri Smith 

10/13 - 8:50-10:20am 
10/13 - 10:20-dismissal 

Stacy Gambill 
Julie Brothers 

Stacy Gambill 
Julie/Madi Brothers 

10/20 - 8:50-10:20am 
10/20 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 
Susan Graves 

Cheryl McAnally 
Graves Family 

10/27 - 8:50-10:00am 
10/27 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Amanda Butler 

Amanda Miller 
Jay & Amanda Butler + Megan Miller 

 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

10/6 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Matt & Amber Neil 

10/13 Kristin L. - Macy S. Brad & Ashley Worthy 

10/20 Cindy M. - Andrea C. Les Londeen with Sean Falconer 

10/27 Brad & Marsha F. - Kira S. Stefani Hall with Tommy Hall 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH 

One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme verse of 

Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware of events that 

are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. We want to provide you with some specific ways you 

can participate in Kingdom work as you LIVE OUT your faith. 

A “THANK YOU!” to all who participated in donating household supplies as part of our support of 

the Show-Me Christian Youth Home. The Randlemans as well as a couple of Empty Nesters attended 

the open house and delivered the supplies. We are grateful for such opportunities and the way that 

the Southland FAMILY “lives out faith” by blessing others with generosity! 

The G6:10 Ministry’s annual “Thanksgiving Baskets” 

project is quickly approaching. 

It’s an annual drive by which the Southland FAMILY 

blesses those in need during the Thanksgiving season. 

Later in October, we will start this process including both 

providing an opportunity to request a basket to give to 

someone and actually starting the donations. 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really 

the only way one of our partners can communicate with 

us. Their location makes any online presence too risky 

from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

We have received an invitation to Life of Hope’s annual banquet on Friday, October 11 in 
Joplin. Such events are good opportunities to enhance our connections within the Life of 

Hope community. Talk to Rick or Matt if you have interest in attending. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

