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Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 
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We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine toward early December. 

During November, we are in this annual 
“LIVE OUT” project at Southland. 

We invite you to join us in as we strive to bless families in 

need during this Thanksgiving season. 

See Rick’s article (page 6) and the “LIVE OUT” section for more details. 
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Sunday, 12/4 
at 5pm 

You’re invited 

to this time of 

celebrating the 

seasons with 

your Southland 

family: two 

holidays, one 

event (see page 

3 for more). 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 

A Look Back to a  Fun “FAMILY” event at Southland: 
It was once again a great night together - albeit quite windy, of course - 
on October 23 for our annual “FAMILY Fall Fun” event. We missed out on 
outdoor opportunities, especially due to the high winds for that day. 
Nonetheless, it seems a fun time was had by all! Some played 9-square. 
Others, mainly young people, enjoyed bouncing in the inflatables … 
again and again and again. “BINGO!” was shouted in the Great Room 

and prizes were distributed (sometimes even by those who did not win). Temporary tattoos were 
applied. The Chiefs put on a great show, especially in the 2nd half. We ate delicious soups and 
chili. Some enjoyed s’mores and good conversation around smokeless fire pits, hoping the wind 
didn’t cause the fire to flare up.  

Such occasions are designed to enhance our sense of together-ness as a church FAMILY; without a 
doubt, this night - as it always does - accomplished that goal! It’s why we value such gatherings. 
Thank you to all who helped make the evening happen. 

Upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities at SCC: 

As we make our way toward the Thanksgiving season, we are in our 
annual “THANKSGIVING Baskets” project. This effort is a great (and 
easy!) way for the Southland FAMILY to come together to serve 
those outside of our church and bless others in this season. We are asking you to join us by 
donating supplies (or funds) and even helping to distribute baskets on Sunday, November 20. 
Check out Rick’s article (p. 6) and the “LIVE OUT” section (pp. 16 and 17) for more specifics about 
this effort. 

 

This is how we package the Christmas season. Just as families 
have their own traditions around this time of year, so do we 
as a church family. On the next page, we’ve shared some 
specific ways we’ll be celebrating Christmas together. In the 
midst of whatever your earthly family does to mark the 
season, we hope you’ll make it a priority to join us as well as 
we honor the birth of Jesus, God’s gift to us and the world. 

Congratulations to Kris Stone who was immersed into Christ 

by Matt. His baptism took place Saturday, October 29, in the creek 

on his family’s property. 

We rejoice with Kris in his decision! 
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Upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities (cont. - for December): 
Sunday, December 4 at 5pm - a “Thanks-Mas Family Dinner” … no, we’re 
not “taking Christ out of Christmas,” we’re using this opportunity to do 
what families do during the holiday season: they gather for a meal. We 
value such relaxed times when we can come together with a slower pace 
and enjoy the company of one another. After all, isn’t that the point of 
such meals in a holiday season? Instead of doing separate meals for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, we’re going to meet (somewhat) in the middle for one dinner; 
hence the name! We will share more details about the evening sometime in November, including 
what - if anything - we’ll be asking you to bring. 

Sunday, December 11 … this will be a special morning. We will start with some kind of breakfast 
for everyone (no normal 9:15am ministry programming) as a time of fellowship. That will be 
followed by our Children of Praise performance of “A Play in a Manger” during our normal 
ENCOUNTER time at 10:30am. Check out pages 7-8 for more on this year’s production, including 
some notes for parents. It’s a great way to put us in the Christmas spirit each year as we allow 
our young people to remind us of what it’s all truly about. 

Saturday, December 24 at 6pm and Sunday, December 25 at 10:30am … since Christmas is on a 
Sunday this year, we’ll do as we’ve done in the past: have an identical service on Christmas Eve 
and on Christmas morning; you pick which one to attend with your family. Whichever time you 
choose, the service will be approximately an hour. Grade school kids will remain with their 
families for either one as well, though we will have programming for younger kids. 

An Important Online Tool -  “Church Center: PEOPLE” 
We continue using this tool that’s part of “Planning Center” within the 
Southland FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that 
those who have signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password (you 
can access it here: https://people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also 
available through an app called “Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for us 

to maintain connections with others in the Southland family. Through the access those in the 
Southland family have, it also allows you to personally manage all of your contact information. 

Here’s another useful piece of the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center: it offers a 
valuable communication tool through its e-mail platform. We are able to send 
messages to the full lists we’ve created (again, you can manage your account and 
control if you don’t want things sent to a specific address). We are now using this 
exclusively so that all of our family-wide e-mail communications are coming from here: general 
information/updates and prayer requests. Please let us know if you’re not receiving updates. 

Another Online Tool for Communication: 
Facebook is another tool that we use for communication here at Southland. We 
have our general page that is public/visible for some basic information about us 
(this is what we use for our weekly live stream as well - see p. 13 for more on 
that). We also have a page called “The Southland Scoop.” On this page, we 
share more specific church family-related information. If you’re not connected 
to this page, we encourage you to find it and connect with us in this way.  

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For October 2022 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: October monthly tithe = $41,023 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $8,204 

60  

Fiscal/ministry year-to-date (September 2022 onward), our tithe is $66,374 for an average of a little 
under $7,400 … at this point, this projects to around $383,500 annually. 

This is the second month in our new fiscal year; obviously, it was a much better one giving-wise than 

September. As a result of the “down” fiscal year that ended in August of 2022, we enter this year 

without much buffer in our General Fund. At the same time, we have two layers of reserve: a fund with 
some savings in it as well as another truer emergency fund. We continue to work to manage where we 

are overall with wise stewardship - being realistic while still prioritizing ministry. We encourage you to 

continue being in prayer about where things are and give as you are led and are able. We are certainly 

grateful for your faithful giving to the work of Christ at and through Southland! 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be 

accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app. Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. In addition to regular giving, this can be used for other purposes like payment of 

fees (e.g. for Cultivate meals, etc.). Especially when using this platform to make such a payment, we do 

ask that you cover any charges. There is certainly no requirement to use this tool, but we are grateful 

to have it available for those who choose to use it. 

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to RightNow Media, an 

exciting ministry tool that we have available here at Southland. 

RightNow Media gives us digital access to a vast digital library 

of Biblical content through online video streaming. 

Through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland can have his or her own log-in with FREE 

access to all the content. To get set-up, please send a request via e-mail to info@gosouthland.org). 

What’s Happening at Southland: 

Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School for all kids and youth). See page 14 for specifics 

about groups that are meeting now. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. 

Sunday evenings (6-8pm) … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth (see pp. 

9-10 for more details).  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Other specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

These are the “extra” events and activities that are happening 

in addition to all of our normal ministry programming. 

NOVEMBER … our annual “Thanksgiving baskets” effort; see pages 16-17 for details. 

Sunday, November 6 … “Daylight Savings Time” ends for 2022. Make sure to set your clocks 

back an hour Saturday into Sunday - “FALL BACK!” 

Sunday, November 6 … we are again participating in the annual “International Day of Prayer 

for the Persecuted Church.” It’s a day of raising awareness about the reality of persecution 

around the globe and joining in prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ who “share our 

faith, but not our freedom.” See page 17 for more information about this day, including 

some resources available online. 

Friday, November 11 … Veterans Day. We are grateful for the many within the SCC family 

who have served our country in this capacity as well as families of those who have served! 

Friday, November 11 … the “Middle School Mid-Nighter” (see p. 10). 

Sunday, November 13 … the last Sunday to bring items for the annual Thanksgiving Baskets.  

Sunday, November 13 … a Southland Kids’ ministry Fall Party from 12-2:30pm; see page 8 

for specifics. 

Sunday, November 20 … Thanksgiving baskets will be available for distribution after service. 

We also may need some help in taking baskets to those whose names we received from 

Crosslines (how we distribute the extra baskets). 

Thursday, November 24 … “Happy Thanksgiving!” 

Wednesdays, November 30 and December 7 … Children of Praise practice is still happening 

even though CULTIVATE is not meeting more broadly (see p. 8 for a schedule). 

Sunday, December 4 … our annual “Thanks-Mas Church FAMILY Dinner” at 5pm (see p. 3). 

Thursday, December 8 … Southland Women’s Christmas event; see page 12 for information. 

Saturday, December 10 … Children of Praise dress rehearsal from 9am-12:30pm. 

Sunday, December 11 … a special morning that includes a FAMILY breakfast and our 2022 

Children of Praise production “A Play in a Manger” (see p. 7). 

Saturday, December 24 … Christmas Eve Service at 6pm (identical to our Sunday morning 

service at 10:30am on Christmas Day). 

Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide (cont.): 

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE, a “GROW DEEP” ministry … 5:30 for dinner, 

6:30 for ministry programming each week which includes D-Groups studying 

Quest 52. Our Fall 2022 session runs through November 16 (see page 14). 

Thursday mornings (10am start time) … WSA - Ladies’ Bible Study (see p. 12); this runs 

through November 17. 
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What MATTers to me … 
There aren’t a whole lot of “Thanksgiving songs” out there, but in my mind, Matt Redman’s “10,000 
Reasons” (also known as “Bless the Lord”) certainly qualifies … and I think it’s a great one! Based on the words 
of Psalm 103:1-2, it’s a song designed to help us “forget not His benefits” and respond with grateful praise. The 
song’s title comes from a line at the end of verse 2: “For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing, ten-thousand 
reasons for my heart to find.” It seems to me that this is what Thanksgiving is all about: a season to recognize 
and celebrate our Heavenly Father’s blessings, then respond with gratitude. 

God’s Word consistently calls for such a response, to “give thanks;” it’s an important part of worship as we 
celebrate His goodness and blessings in our lives. Unfortunately, our hearts seem to go naturally down the paths 
of entitlement (“I deserve”), pride (“I’ve earned”) and disgruntled discontentment (“I sure wish”). The culture 
around us seems to flow in such a direction as well. Perhaps that’s why we need to view gratitude more as a 
discipline: an intentional commitment to recognizing what God has done so that our hearts give thanks. Here’s 
what Redman writes about the purpose of his song: 

"The point behind the song is this: If you wake up one morning and you cannot think of a reason to bring 
God some kind of offering of thanks or praise, then you can be sure there's something wrong at your end 
of the pipeline, and not His.  

We live beneath an unceasing flow of goodness, kindness, greatness, and holiness, and every day we're 
given reason after reason why Jesus is so completely and utterly worthy of our highest and best devotion." 

Whether it’s the material abundance we enjoy or the greater spiritual/eternal blessings that are ours in Christ 
(e.g. what we see in Ephesians 1:3-14), we certainly are the recipients of His goodness. May we not forget those 
benefits; indeed, in this season, as we pause to remember all He has done, may it lead us to appropriate grateful 
worship! Happy Thanksgiving; let’s just make sure we don’t forget to, you know, give thanks! 

A note from RICK ... 
As I’m writing this, we’ve already had several gifts come in for this 

year’s Thanksgiving baskets and a few people have asked to 

help! I wanted to take a moment and say thanks for that!   

If you’d like to help stock the baskets, take a card from the table in 

the auditorium (could be anything from some cans of cranberry 

sauce to a donation towards a turkey) and then return the 

donations by November 13th. That’s all there is to it. And, because of such donations, we will be able to pack 

around 30 Thanksgiving meals for families around Springfield in partnership with Crosslines. 

In addition to that, if you happen to know a family that would be blessed by receiving a basket this Thanksgiving, 

this would be a great way for you to bless them!  All you need to do is grab one of the sheets from the table in the 

auditorium and fill it out. Please do that really soon so that we make sure we have enough food to go around! 

Also, we could use some help delivering the baskets on Sunday, November 20th. If you can help with that, feel free 

to reach out to me at rick@gosouthland.org or by call/text at 816-351-2995 anytime and let me know. Most of the 

families are in Springfield, but in the past we have had a couple in Strafford and Fair Grove as well. 

Thanks again for all your help; it’s a great way to show God’s love in a 

practical way! 

mailto:rick@gosouthland.org
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what is happening for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time every week. 

 (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time. Kid Encounter is meeting as normal throughout November. 

Lessons for November are coming from a study called “Thankfulness.” God 
wants us to be thankful; and, He’s given us a lot of things to be grateful for. In 
this series, kids will learn about some of God’s specific blessings (i.e.  He creates 
us, He saves us, He gives us good gifts and He includes us). They will also 
discover how to show gratitude for His generosity.  

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer to 
provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so please 
check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Sunday School classes meet for all ages of kids at 9:15am each week 
(meeting as normal throughout November) - we have a class designed for 
all ages of kids. 

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE - C.O.P. 

Our kids (ages 4 through 6th/7th grade) are spending Wednesday evenings  from 
6:30-7:45 rehearsing songs, practicing drama and more in preparation for their 
annual Christmas performance.  

This year’s Children of Praise program is called “A Play in a Manger.” Here’s a summary of the 
storyline for this year’s drama (see important dates, etc. at the top of the next page): 

Springfield’s annual Christmas Extravaganza is supposed to be bigger and better 
than ever, a real over-the-top display. The excitement is off the chart as the 
writer and director ... calls for pyrotechnics, sky-diving angels, dancing camels, 
and more. But when catastrophe and calamity send those grand plans up in smoke, 
their epic production becomes an epic fail. Visions of grandeur are replaced with 
the beauty and power of the simple truth of Jesus’ birth: The Son of God, born 
to humble parents, lying in a simple manger, come to redeem. Now that’s epic! 
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Here are some important C.O.P. dates to keep in mind, beyond normal practices through 
Wednesday, November 17 (specifics subject to change): 

 Wednesday, November 23 (Thanksgiving week) - no CULTIVATE or C.O.P. practice. 

 Wednesdays, November 30 and December 7 - while there is no broader CULTIVATE, 
C.O.P. will still practice (6:15 - 7:45pm). Please note the time, no supper provided. 

Saturday, December 10 - a mandatory dress rehearsal (9am-12:30pm; lunch included). 

Sunday, December 11 - performance during our ENCOUNTER service at 10:30am (kids 
need to be here by 8am for a final run-through; breakfast will be served as well). 
 

An Upcoming Event for kids age 2 through 5th grade: 

Southland Kids’ Fall Party 
Sunday, November 13 from 12-2:30pm  

We will eat lunch together, play games, paint pumpkins and enjoy 
being together for this fun event (there is no cost for this event). 
Parents are welcome to stay or drop off their children. 

 

An Upcoming Event for kids 4th through 6th grades: 

C.I.Y. “Super Start” 
in Tulsa, OK 

March 10-11, 2023 

“Super Start” is a high-energy C.I.Y. event designed especially for pre-teens (again, it’s for kids 
in 4th, 5th and 6th grades). Years ago, we annually took groups to this event; we’re excited about 
doing it again. We’ll share more details as the event gets closer, but for now, we wanted to get 
the basic information communicated to you because we need you to let Jessica know by 
January 1 who wants to go (both kids and parents who want to go potentially as sponsors)! 
This will help us make sure we get registered in time. 

A few details: Cost is $70 (this includes all meals) 

  We’ll stay overnight at a church in the area (you’ll need to pack a sleeping 
bag, pillow, etc. in addition to clothes and bathroom supplies) 

 We’ll have to leave at 2pm on Friday, March 10 and we’ll plan to return at 
8pm on Saturday, March 11. 

Les’ latest  
Little yellow leaves from neighboring trees dance across my 

porch and driveway. It seems they fall as quickly as their bright 

green color begins to fade. This is the season where I replace 

my mower with a blister-causing rake. In order to flourish in the 

new season, the trees must let go of its decayed leaves. The 

green shade provided by the leaves performed well for the 

summer, but their time has come to an end. 
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“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time (6-8pm on Sundays) for middle school/high school 

students who strive to love Christ and demonstrate His love to others. It offers a place for 

students to connect and dive into God’s Word. 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for November: 

Sunday, 11/6 Find your camouflage and hunting vest; “Open Season Night” will put 

your survival skills to the test. 

Sunday, 11/13 “Mascot Madness” - We’re matching silly costumes with ridiculous 

competitions; don’t miss it! 

Sunday, 11/20 ’Tis the season to be tacky! Come and be part of the “Ugly Sweater 

Club.” There are sure to be some hideous ones! 

Sunday, 11/27 No Group Huddle; enjoy Thanksgiving Break with your family. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding 

several hungry teens at Group Huddle. If you haven’t done so yet, we 

ask parents to send $25 for each student (that covers this semester, 

through December). Make checks payable to Southland. You can also pay 
for this through Tithe.ly by choosing the “Group Huddle meals” option … please cover the 
Tithe.ly fee if  you are using this option (see p. 4 for more on using Tithe.ly). 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWs 

Autumn is a wonderful time to observe nature. As I watch the swirling leaves stirred by the wind, I 

am reminded that they display an important lesson for all of us to follow. Just as the trees don’t 

stubbornly hold on to their dead leaves, so we shouldn’t hold on to any unnecessary weight in our 

lives. When we long to enter a new season, the old can easily welcome the new if we allow it.  

As I was preparing for Sunday School this week, God’s Word reminded me of these words:  

“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 
malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 
God forgave you.” - Ephesians 4:31-32 

To get rid of negativity in our lives, we must first identify it. How can we do this? By reading God’s 

Word. By allowing His Spirit to show us the necessary heart changes we need. By asking God to help 

us let go of the guilt from the past.  

The best news about this change is the fact that the Lord longs to empower and strengthen us for 

the new season ahead! If guilt from the past is preventing this beautiful new season, we have His 

promises to remember - like this one:  

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland.” - Isaiah 43:18-19. 

What are you holding on to that is preventing a freshness to the season ahead? As you watch the 

leaves fall to the ground, my prayer is that you are reminded to let go of anything that would hinder 

a fresh relationship with the Lord. 
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for middle school 
“Middle School Mid-Nighter” 

Friday, November 11 

from 6pm until midnight 

Come enjoy a great evening of food, games and hilarious activities with your friends at this event 

specifically designed for middle school.  The fun continues until the clock strikes midnight! Remember 

to sign-up at the youth display. Cost is $25. 

for high school students - “move” 
The High School “MOVE” Conference 

July 17-21, 2023 

(for the graduating classes of 2023-2027)  

This next year, we are again returning to John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas for 

“MOVE.” Because this conference fills up, we need to reserve spaces early on in the registration 

process (it actually opened in October). Here’s what we have decided to do because of how early it 

is: Les has been contacting families to get a basic head count of students (and sponsors) who plan to 

attend MOVE 2023. We are then registering accordingly to save spots ($65/student). The church will 

“float” the funds for these spots with a $65 pre-registration deposit due from 2023 attendees 

on Sunday, January 29. 

We know it’s early to be figuring out next Summer’s plans; we’ll do all we can on our end to 
work with families. However, the initial $65 is non-refundable from CIY. So, please do your 
best to let Les know as soon as possible an initial answer (if you haven’t yet done so) and if 

that answer needs to change along the way.  

for MIDDLE School/high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (starts at 9:15am on Sunday mornings): We have separate Sunday School 

classes for our middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the 

high school class meets in Room #6. Meeting as normal throughout November. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE (6:30-7:45 each week). This Fall session runs through 

November 16; we’ll resume in January after a break for the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

For this year, we’ve been raising money to support Casas por Cristo (the 

organization we’ve used for Southland-wide trips the past two summers). We 

are grateful for the opportunity to bless them as our mission partner. As of 

the end of October, we have reached our stated goal of $1,000! 

We’ll be announcing our next mission partner soon. As always, thank you - young people and 

parents - for your generosity in supporting ministries like Casas! 
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Southland Women 
As I write to you, it is now November. You may not be ready to hear this, but with November comes 
Thanksgiving plans and the thick of the holiday season. The holidays bring joy, but let’s be honest, I think many 
of us would agree that they also bring stress. Maybe it’s because of extra events on the calendar when your 
energy is already maxed-out. Maybe it’s the prospect of planning and cooking a big meal and/or hosting a large 
group. Maybe it’s the process of gift selection, then buying and also wrapping (or gift-bagging). Maybe it’s 
planning, packing and travel that get your blood pressure up. Maybe its spending time with family members 
with whom you have little in common, or with whom you have strained relationships. Maybe the weather keeps 
you indoors more and seeing less sunshine saps your spirits. Or maybe you struggle with a combination of all 
these factors! (And if so, I’m raising my hand with you!) Whatever your particular mixture of stressors 
regarding the holiday season, they all can leave us feeling down and anxious and wishing for a LONG nap.  

When I think about each of you entering the holiday season, my wish for you is peace. 
That may sound corny, or like the quintessential pageant contestant (“I just want world 
peace”), but I truly wish and pray peace for you, both in the fall season and as we head 
toward winter. I wish you the peace that Jesus gives. 

Now before you quote Matthew 10 to me, I willingly acknowledge that Jesus said these words about peace:   
34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. 35 For I have come to turn 
 “‘a man against his father, 
      a daughter against her mother, 
 a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law -  
  36 a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 

But that seems to be an issue of allegiance to Jesus and His authority and Lordship, and I hope that issue is 
settled in your life. If not, let’s talk. 

I’m thinking more of Jesus’ words in John 14:27: “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” Many world religions tout 
peace. Hindu traditions emphasize peace and harmony. Taoism promotes peace and serenity based on “going 
with the flow” and accepting what just IS without struggle and frustration. Jainism teaches non-violence and 
karma and the importance of always doing the right thing so that peace and good will come back to you. But 
Jesus offers this instead: 

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 4:6-8 

I would much rather have the peace that Jesus offers! It is the only path to salvation and forgiveness through 
His death and resurrection, and with our acceptance of His sacrifice, we obtain eternal spiritual peace. In 
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 
8th grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Due to some scheduling 
logistics, BTG will not 
be meeting in either 

November or December. 
We’ll resume in 

January of 2023. 

Box Top Girls 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life 
stages to spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW 
DEEP” ministry) while forming bonds with sisters in Christ.  

WSA meets on Thursdays at 10am in the Gathering Room; 
we finish by noon, but occasionally even before then. 

The current study on God’s promises found in the Bible (a RNM series based on Max Lucado’s Unshakable 
Hope) ends on Thursday, November 17. Our next session will begin sometime in January. 

addition to that, He knows us personally, and cares about us specifically, and walks with us through every life 
experience. Additionally, He wants us to present our stressful situations to Him in prayer. He is the creator of 
life and He knows it can be difficult. In John 16:33 we read, “I have told you these things, so 
that in Me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
He has walked the path of being human. He knows the sorts of things we experience. Yet, we can have peace 
because He gives us peace. He is the only way to find it and the only One who can sustain it.  

May you carry His peace with you into the hectic holiday season. May you work through your tasks with His 
strength and feel His presence with you, both in the joyful moments and the stressful ones. May you lay your 
burdens at His feet in prayer, and may you feel Him exchange them for peace. May you remember His love and 
care in hard moments, and may you take comfort in knowing that He is working in you and through you. He will 
never leave you nor forsake you. He is your strength and your joy. He loves you and will help you.  

May this be your most peaceful holiday season yet! 

Women’s Ministry Christmas Party 
Thursday, December 8 at 6:30pm 
Each year, Southland’s ladies gather for a Christmas event. 

The theme for this year’s gift exchange is “My Favorite 
Things.” Gifts should be something that is a favorite of yours 

(a $10 suggested amount). 

Please come join us for a fun, relaxing night to celebrate 
Christmas with your sisters-in-Christ.  
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Our Upcoming ENCOUNTER Calendar (especially re: our preaching) 

Here’s what’s coming as we move into November and toward the end-of-2022: 

 November 6 … a focus on the “International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church” (see p. 17 for more 
about this day) - instead of a typical sermon, we’ll devote this time to information, prayer and reflection re: the 
theme of the persecuted church. 

 November 13, 20 and 27 … a giving-related series (specific focus and title to be announced) - as we think 
about God’s blessings, November is a good time for a mini-series (3-4 weeks) focused on how we steward the 
resources God has given us, especially financially. It’s been awhile since we’ve addressed this in a series; and 
yet, it’s truly an important theme in God’s Word for us to consider as followers of Jesus. Giving that’s motivated 
from a right heart helps to reflect godly faith priorities. 
 December 4 … either a transition into a Christmas focus or a continuation of our giving series. 
 December 11 … overall, this is a special day on our calendar (see p. 3 for more on the morning as a whole): 
our Children of Praise production - called “A Play in a Manger” - during our ENCOUNTER time with singing of 
Christmas songs as well as a devotional focus into the Lord’s Supper. 

December 18 … a Christmas-related focus (likely united with the next weekend as well). 

December 24 at 6pm/December 25 at 10:30am (both services around an hour) … two identical opportunities 
to celebrate Jesus’ birth with your church family; both will include singing, the Lord’s Supper and a message. 

January 1, 2023 … Les Londeen will be preaching. 

We look forward to what’s ahead and how God will use it to help us grow in our faith as His people! 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 
As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of our worship team (e.g. vocally, instrumentally or 

even with the tech/audio-visual team), please reach out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We 

continue to welcome more volunteers! 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, the much better way to participate all the way around, we do value this 

online option as an alternative. Whatever the reason you are not able to be present (e.g. 

health challenges, work, family responsibilities, being out-of-town, etc.), you can still stay 

connected to your church family this way. 

The live stream also means that past services remain available on our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland … they should still be accessible at this location 

even without an account). If you missed a week and want to catch-up, you can do so there.  

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all about - a small group relational context for reflecting on 

God’s Word and praying together.  These are a great place to get connected with others in the Southland family. 

Here are our Connect Groups - they meet at 9:15am (we do have Sunday School classes for kids/youth as well):  

(1) One part of the former “LAUNCH” group - more for college-aged students … still in Room #5. 

(2) The other part of the former “LAUNCH” group - those who are moving beyond the college years (a 

new group as of September 2022!) … now meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 

(3) A group for those previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who still have kids in the 

house … still meeting in the Great Room. 

(4) A group for those previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at Last - those who are nearing or at 

retirement age … now meeting in the Gathering Room (off of the Great Room). 

Connect Groups are meeting as normal throughout November and on December 4. However, due to our December 
plans  (see p. ___ for more specifics), we will not have normal 9:15am programming from 12/11 through 1/1/2023. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

 
As is our CULTIVATE custom, we’ll wrap-up this Fall session on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving 

week (11/16). We’ll then take a break through the Christmas season and resume in early January 

(tentatively on 1/12). As we move toward that point, we’ll communicate more specific plans. We are 

planning to continue our use of Quest 52 in D-Groups. Even if you haven’t been able to join us this 

Fall, that will be a great opportunity to get involved on Wednesday evenings. 
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

In so many different ways, just like any FAMILY, we function as we do because of the willing-

hearted servants who BUILD UP others through serving. See the blue flyer at the display by the 

Welcome Center for details about specific, ongoing opportunities. Let the staff team know if 

there are ways you are willing and wanting to serve.  

Additionally, there will be several opportunities that we will communicate re: December events; 

please be watching this space, the “Southland Scoop” on Facebook as well as other ways we share 

such details. 

THANK YOU to those who helped with our “FAMILY Fall 

Fun” event on October 23!  Such a great event can only 

happen because of volunteers who are willing to serve: 

There are many who could be mentioned; here are a few ways people served to make the 

evening happen (beyond our staff team who all played key roles in the evening too): 

Thanks to those who helped to get the auditorium set-up with tables and chairs for the 

event as well as those who helped take them down afterwards. 

Thanks to Brenda Ochs (and her lovely assistant/husband, Terry) for running BINGO. 

Thanks to the many “at home” chefs who provided delicious soup or chili! 

Thanks to those who helped with clean-up the kitchen/Fellowship Hall after the meal, 

especially Vicki Wade, Waylon & Skye Doty and Kristin Londeen. 

Of course, thanks to the other volunteers who helped in various ways with the night: 

supervising the bounce house, applying temporary tattoos, clean-up, etc.  

Thanks, all, for making it a great evening together as a church family!  

Thank you to Jordan Baadsgaard and Aiden Simpson who went with Jessica to serve as 

sponsors for Junior Bash at Maranatha in early October. 

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus.  

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does 

its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

11/6 Cheryl McAnally Anna Martin Sean & Megan Falconer 

11/13 Melissa Wilcox Amanda Butler Stefani Hall 

11/20 Donna Lillard Andrea Conboy Jessica Young 

11/27 Julie Brothers Kristin Londeen Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for November 2022 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Team Serving Team Leader 

11/6 
Doug & Susan Graves 

Great Room Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

11/13 
Ernie & Charlotte Emmerton 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

11/20 
AJ & Terra Gegg 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

11/27 
Ben & Debbie Jennings 

Gathering Room Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

Our annual “Thanksgiving Baskets” project is happening NOW!  
We are again participating in this project to help us LIVE OUT faith 

during this Thanksgiving season. There is a portion of this done in 

conjunction with Crosslines (they supply us with names of families in 

need this season). See the next page for more details about this 
process; you can also check out the flyers we’ve made available at the 
display as well as Rick’s article on page 6 for more specifics . 
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A NOTE about donating items: Cards are available at the display; we ask that you take the cards with 
specific items you are willing to purchase and donate (take the same number of cards as you are 

planning to provide - as few or many as you can in fitting with your ability to help).  

You can then return donated items to the table; there is no need to return the cards themselves as the 
number of cards in the basket represents the number of an item we still need to have donated. 

NOTE:   If you want to participate, but are not able to purchase supplies directly, please feel free to participate 

through a donation. You can do that via check (put “Thanksgiving baskets” in the memo line) or by using 

the Tithe.ly online platform/app (choose the “Thanksgiving baskets” option - see page 4).  

As a reminder, here are two key dates to keep in mind about our “Thanksgiving baskets” process: 

Sunday, November 13 All donations (food and money) need to be returned by this date. 

Sunday, November 20 Baskets will be ready for distribution after service (it may take some time for them to 
be finalized on that day). We will likely need some volunteers to help us donate our 

remaining baskets to people whose names Crosslines has provided for us. 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available (now around the corner 

from the foyer to the main hallway). This is really the only way one of 

our partners can communicate with us. Their location makes any 

online presence too risky from a security standpoint. We do regularly 

make their newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to them, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. In 

addition to an upcoming mission trip (scheduled for March of 2023), don’t forget their child 

sponsorship program; check out their website for more details. 

“International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church” 

Sunday, November 6 

Many believers in Jesus around the world today “share our faith, but not our 

freedom.” Indeed, compared to what we experience, there can be constant and far 

more intense pressure facing our brothers and sisters in Christ in different parts of 

the world. Especially because it involves our fellow citizens in His Kingdom, this is 

not a problem we can ignore. That’s why we participate each year in this special day 

when we raise awareness, but, most importantly, when we pray – expressing our 

oneness with them as we intercede on their behalf. This is our focus for Sunday, November 6. We will again 

devote time to this day during our ENCOUNTER worship service. It will be a time to open our eyes to God’s 

global Kingdom and express our solidarity in Christ with our fellow believers. 

Part of what we highlight on that day are some additional resources (available online) that can help spur 

your awareness of and prayer for the persecuted church. As much as we focus on this one specific day, we 

want it to be a catalyst for what happens even beyond it. Here are some helpful websites to bookmark and 

consult from time-to-time (you can click directly on the electronic link): 

www.opendoorsusa.org (“World Watch List”)       www.persecution.com (“The Voice of the Martyrs”) 

Open Doors has also developed a “Prayer app” that can provide more regular updates (daily) reminding you 

to pray for the persecuted church. It’s easy to find (search for Open Doors prayer app) and download. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.opendoorsusa.org
http://www.persecution.com

