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We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine in early December. 

During November, we are in this annual 
“LIVE OUT” project at Southland. 

Please join us in as we strive to bless families in need during this 

Thanksgiving season (there’s even more need this year!). 

See pages 17-18 for specific details and dates. 

Daylight Savings Time 
ends Sunday, November 1! 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
Congratulations to Zac Jennings who was immersed into 

Christ by his dad, Ben, at their home on Saturday, September 

12 (we didn’t get this in last month’s Vine for some reason). 

Congratulations to Eden Martin who was immersed into 

Christ by her parents, Matt and Kristie, at Southland on 

Saturday, October 18. 

We rejoice with Zac and Eden in their decisions to follow Jesus! 

A Recent Opportunity to Experience “FAMILY” at SCC: 
The weather wasn’t exactly the best (no, it wasn’t rainy, but it was cold 
and cloudy). We’re in the midst of a pandemic so several people weren’t 
here. Yet, for those who were able to come, we still gathered for our 
“FAMILY Fall Fun” event - a great evening together with our church 
family! Without a doubt, it was a good opportunity for those who were 
able to attend. Many hopped on for a hayride. The bounce house was 

filled with laughter and squeals (fun ones, of course!). Temporary tattoos were applied. Masks 
were tie-dyed and creatively decorated in other ways. Gourds were artistically beautified. 9-
square was played. Some watched a football game in the midst of it all. We enjoyed grilled 
burgers and hot dogs. We took some time for a brief church family meeting. And then, we ended 
the evening with s’mores around fire pits. Ordinarily, we value these opportunities; in the midst 
of this particular season, we are all the more grateful for such a chance to be together.  

Upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities at SCC: 
 As we make our way toward 

the Thanksgiving season, we will be starting the annual process 
for our “THANKSGIVING Baskets” project. This effort is a great 
(and easy!) way for the Southland FAMILY to come together to 
serve those BEYOND our church and bless others in this season. 

Of course, in the midst of this year, it’s especially needed! We have communicated more details 
about how you can participate on pages 17 and 18; there’s even a way you can give financially if 
you’re not up to going out and buying groceries yourself. Please join your Southland family as we 
strive to be a blessing to those in need. 

Just as families get 
together - traditionally, anyway - during this upcoming “holiday 
season,” so have we here at Southland. We do it in-between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Day (hence the name “Thanks-Mas”) 
because it’s such a busy time of year otherwise. This year, it’s Sunday, 
December 6 (late afternoon/evening).  

We have begun planning for this event, trying to determine what we can still do in this year of 
COVID (again, just like any family during this season). For now, we want to make sure you have 
the date on your calendar; be looking for more details to follow as we move through November. 
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Upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities at SCC (cont.): 
This is how 

we’ve begun packaging the overall Christmas season at Southland. Just 
as families have their own traditions for the season, so do we as a church 
FAMILY. In past years, this season has included a C.O.P. Christmas 
program, caroling at Quail Creek and much more that isn’t going to be 
happening this year. Yet, we are looking forward to what can still happen. 
Be watching for more details about what this will look like for 2020. 

As has been the case with seemingly everything else in 2020, all such events 
are subject-to-change based on what is happening with COVID. Please continue to be 
flexible as we navigate our way through this unprecedented season while still trying to 

carry-out ministry here at Southland. 

As we have in previous editions, we wanted to provide the following 
reminders and updates as we’re re-gathering in this season. Most of this is 
repeated from previous months. As we mentioned before, during this season 
of COVID-19, we are trying to implement in a reasonable and responsible 
way the guidelines that have been established (local and national). This 
includes keeping up-to-date with changing information. We want to be as 
safe and healthy as possible now that we are re-gathering. 

An important update to highlight (since early July, now extended at least into early January): 

Our property is within Springfield city limits. Accordingly, Southland is 
included under the city’s mask ordinance. For specific details about this 
requirement (including ages, exceptions, etc.), you can access it here:  

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417.  

Some specific details for Sunday mornings: 

Because there are some who are not able to join us in person, we continue to take a HYBRID 
approach - both an “in person” gathering and a live stream at the same time. 

For now, within Sunday mornings themselves, our focus continues to be on the 10:30 time slot. 

Since early July, we have resumed our typical 10:30am kids’ ministry programming. 

We continue to work to maintain appropriate spacing with our chairs (as much as possible). 

For the Lord’s Supper, we are using the pre-packaged kits where the bread and the juice are 
in a single sealed unit. These are available at the entrances to the auditorium. 

For offering, instead of passing trays, we still have boxes set-up. Of course, you can continue 
to use one of the alternative options (we’ve again highlighted these on the next page). 

Especially in the midst of this season, it continues to be increasingly important for us to make sure 
we have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. That’s 
all the  more true as we are needing to keep making adjustments. On FACEBOOK, we have a 
general public page, but a more internal group called “The Southland Scoop.” If you’re not 
connected to this, find the page and request to be a member so you can be up-to-date. We also 
use e-mail as a main means of communication; please make sure we have your best address. 

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417
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About GIVING during this season (a reminder) … 

The following options for giving are still available: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website. 

3. We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be 

accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page 

designed for Southland where you can give. 

PROPERTY Update: 
We’ve been using this space to provide updates regarding the property. If you’ve been 

to the church building recently, you’ll notice there has been a good deal of work 

happening with the development by those who purchased the ground. Within the next 

several months, we’ll end up having a new free-standing Starbucks as our neighbors. 

Obviously, the process of construction has ongoing implications for us.  

 Already, our entrance has been impacted - you can still access the parking lot from Republic Road, 

but it’s a much bumpier journey for now. It’s why we have encouraged you (and continue to do so 

for the time being!) to consider using the entrance off of Kansas Avenue.  

 The sidewalk along the east part of our property is completed (there is still some work to be done 

along the edges of it, though). 

 In general, things are just more hectic and messy (not to mention noisier, too).  

 There is the groundwork for a drive that will extend to the new property from ours if you are 

entering from Kansas Avenue. There will be new asphalt put down at the south edge of our parking 

lot to include that new drive. The end result will be an additional 13-15 striped parking spaces for us. 

We continue to be a part of the conversations when it comes to the overall plan. While it’s not the same as 

having the empty parking lot fully available, we do believe it’s going to work out well for us. In fact, at this 

point, it appears we’re going to end up with even more parking spaces on our property than we previously 

had thought. That’s in addition to some other improvements that will come to the property in general. We 

do ask for your continued patience; it’s a part of how we can be good neighbors through it all. 

NOTE:   As we’ve mentioned before, we do still have funds set aside to continue addressing property 

improvements and other maintenance needs, etc. That will include re-sealing and re-striping our 

parking lot sometime in 2021 - once the construction work is completed, of course. 

Back pre-COVID, we were working on a new directory. We had made it into the 

phase of collecting and verifying contact details (we were not all the way done 

with this yet). In the meantime, we have been looking at ways to handle this more 

electronically - a particularly useful tool in this time. In the midst of all that has 

been happening this year, we have not completed this process. However, we are hoping to be 

making the switch and completing the transition to a digital version as we close out the year. (Yes, 

there will still be a way for us to provide paper copies as well). Be looking in the next few weeks for 

more about this process and what it is going to require of you as we roll this out. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. Many of our 

normal events have been impacted by COVID. We are adjusting accordingly; below, we have 

highlighted events currently planned. 

WEEKLY, Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; this is being offered 

both as an “in person” option and joining us via the live stream. 

Sunday evenings from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth; 

check out pages 10-11 for specific details. 

Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Friday, October 30 … BTG meeting from 6-8:15pm. 

Throughout the month of November, we are participating in our annual “Thanksgiving 

Baskets” project. Be looking for more information about these plans. 

Sunday, November 1 … “Daylight Savings Time” ends for 2019. Make sure to set your clocks 

back an hour Saturday into Sunday. 

Sunday, November 1 … we are again participating in the annual “International Day of Prayer 

for the Persecuted Church.” It’s a day of raising awareness about the reality of persecution 

around the globe and joining in prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ who “share our 

faith, but not our freedom.” See page 18. 

Tuesday, November 3 (6-8pm) … “Presidential Poll Party” at Southland for high school 

students; see page 11. 

Friday, November 6 (6pm to midnight) … “Middle School Mid-Nighter” at Southland for 

middle school students; see page 11. 

Sunday, November 8 … this is the last Sunday to submit a name if you would like to bless 

someone with a Thanksgiving basket on behalf of the Southland family during this season. 

See pages 17-18 for more details. 

Wednesday, November 11 … Veterans Day. We are grateful for the many within the SCC 

family who have served our country as well as for the families of those who have served! 

Friday, November 13 (6:30-8:30pm) … women’s ministry “Movie Night;” see page 13. 

Sunday, November 15 … this is the last Sunday to bring items for the annual Thanksgiving 

Baskets food drive sponsored by the G6:10 Ministry. Again, see pages 17-18. 

Friday, November 20 (6-8:30pm) … Parents’ Night Out/Kids’ Fun Night; see page 9. 

Sunday, November 22 … Thanksgiving baskets will be available for distribution after service 

(for those who requested a basket to deliver by November 8). We also may need some help in 

taking baskets to those whose names we received from Crosslines (how we distribute the 

extra baskets). 

Thursday, November 26 … “Happy Thanksgiving!” 
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For staying up-to-date, we encourage you to utilize Southland's online presence: our 
website (www.gosouthland.org) and also our Facebook group called “The Southland 
Scoop” (to be added to the group, find the page and send us a request to join). We 
also do have some Facebook pages used by various ministries. 

Also, we do a good amount of communication through e-mail (i.e. updates about 
events, a link to “The Vine” when it’s completed, prayer requests, etc.). If you are not 
receiving such electronic communications from us, please contact the office to let us 
know. We can get your address added to our distribution lists. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … For October 2020 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Now that we have entered a 
new ministry year and things have long-stabilized with our giving, we are going to go back to giving just 

month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: Regular tithe for October = $37,316 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $9,329 

00  

  Regular tithe for this ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021) = $69,972  

00  

  Average weekly tithe = $8,684 

00  which projects out to a little more than $450,000 annually. 

For this new ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021), our projected budgetary need is again 

in the $430,000 range. This is based on our definite expenses plus some potential additions as we move 

through this year. That breaks down to somewhere in the $8,200-$8,300 weekly range. In spite of the 
pandemic, we are obviously off to a great start so far in this year as well. 

As with last year, we were able again to carry forward a very healthy balance in our accounts as we enter 

this ministry year. This first month helps us continue to be in a great spot financially.  

 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more 

efficiently:  we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to 

be sent to the prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any 

staff member to make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. 

Also, we are sending those needs out from prayer@gosouthland.org as well. If you are not receiving such 

updates, please let us know so we can get your e-mail address added. 

PRAYER 

Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date - continued): 

Sunday, December 6 … the date set aside for our annual “Thanks-Mas” dinner (assuming 

that can happen this year). 

Thursday, December 24 … Christmas Eve service at Southland (6pm), more details to follow. 

NOTE:   As always, we will strive to communicate specific adjustments when/as they become 

more known. Stay tuned! 

http://www.gosouthland.org
mailto:prayer@gosouthland.org
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What MATTers to me … 
If you haven’t noticed, as I write at the end of October, there’s some kind of big election happening soon. 
Politicians posture. Partisans bicker. Debates erupt. Anxieties rise. As is typical, the media (especially now in the 
“social” form) helps to work people up into a frenzy attempting to convince anyone paying attention that this is 
“the most consequential election of our lifetime” (on some levels, I get it, but doesn’t that always seem to be the 
case?!). For sure, there’s something about this time around that seems particularly weighty. So, in the midst of it 
all, what’s a follower of Jesus to do? Maybe this will help you - a two step process for making the basic decision 
of how to handle the responsibility and privilege plus some key reminders for beyond. 

STEP #1 … determine that this is an area of our lives (like EVERY area of our lives) where Jesus’ Lordship 
should count. Yes, elections and governments are temporal, earthly realities. As our “GREEN-TAPE Life” 
concept reminds us, in Christ, we are those who are living for what’s beyond the here-and-now. And yet, that 
doesn’t make this life insignificant; quite the contrary, what happens in this world matters! If faith in Christ is 
truly at the center of our hearts and lives, then it is simply impossible to divorce it from how we handle this 
earthly responsibility. Just like Jesus should influence how we work, how we go about our family lives, how we’re 
entertained and how we play, so should He influence how we vote. Even with our eternal heavenly citizenship, this 
is a responsibility we have as part of our temporary earthly citizenship. While voting is (a) far from the only way 
to LIVE OUT Kingdom values in this world and (b) far from the most effective way to truly make a difference 
(that happens through the way we practically live and love), it is a key way where we can participate as followers of 
Jesus in society. Not only is it important that we choose to vote, it’s also vital that we choose to let Jesus 
influence how we do it! 

STEP #2 … in many ways, that’s the easy part; the more challenging step is this: determine how He is leading us 
to carry-out this specific responsibility of voting. As those who are in Christ, we are to carry-out this 
responsibility in a way that seeks first His Kingdom and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33). In other words, our 
highest priorities in the voting process are not about just earthly outcomes, but Kingdom priorities and values 
that acknowledge God and His ways. Of course, we can say that while at the same time recognizing how Proverbs 
reminds us that His righteousness is not only good for eternity, but for a nation’s earthly good too!  
Of course, even as we have this foundational commitment to seek His way in all of this, there are so many 
questions that might enter into our minds:  

On a most basic level, what truly matters to Jesus when it comes to earthly life and society? 
How can we apply His Word to political issues of our day, ones that are more foundationally THEOLOGICAL 
(e.g. abortion, immigration, justice, religious freedom, etc.)? Some issues should be quite easy to discern 
God’s heart even if determining what that means on a government policy level can be complex. Of course, in 
the end, our concern for and involvement in such issues should go far beyond just a vote we cast. 
How do we distinguish between values that are truly God-based and those simply packaged with a label that 
makes them seem godly? For example, what our culture calls “love” seems to be different than Biblical love; 
the same seems true with “justice” (it’s about what is truly right in God’s eyes). We need to have discernment 
to guard against reading modern-day understandings back into Biblical ideals and calling it God’s standard. 
How do we discern the spiritual realities at work all around us? After all, part of what Revelation helps us do 
is to recognize these realities at work “behind the scenes” of what is observable. 
How does our vote factor in our culture’s rampant movement toward secularism and, with that, an increased 
rejection of perspectives consistent with any sort of Christian worldview? 
How can we determine all of this in a context where deception reigns ... much of it in an effort to woo voters?  
How do we rank what should matter most? 
How do we balance realities like character (it matters!) and policies (they matter too!)?  

It all calls for great wisdom, steadfast prayer and a heart truly inclined on seeking to discern God’s agenda and 
will before those of any earthly entity - party or politician.  
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A note from RICK ... 
Given that, as hard as it is to believe, Thanksgiving is just around the corner (and Christmas too, but I refuse 

to talk about that …), I thought I would take a couple paragraphs to express some Thankfulness that I have 

been thinking about this week: 

I’m thankful for our worship team at Southland. It is really a blessing each week to come in and worship, 

play music, and pray with these individuals who clearly love Jesus and want to worship His Name. 

Whether they’re playing an instrument, singing, or running our a/v equipment, they’re a great group of 

people to spend a couple hours with every Sunday morning. 

I’m grateful for Kendall and Jared stepping up and helping us out with leading/scheduling/planning/etc., 

after Adam moved to Columbia a couple of months ago. I’ve enjoyed rotating our roles with different 

voices leading and playing each week. It’s been fun so far.   

I’m thankful to worship with a church who loves Jesus. Normally, sitting behind the drums with 

headphones in my ears, I can’t hear what’s happening off the stage. But, a couple weeks ago we were 

singing “Jesus Paid It All,” and as loud as I had my monitor turned up in my ears, I heard our church 

louder and was able to take a brief moment and pause while I listened to you sing, “Jesus paid it all, all to 

Him I owe. Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow.” My eyes may have watered up a little 

bit at that moment. No shame. It was a powerful thing to me that morning. 

It’s a powerful thing when a church sings praises together. When I hear and see others looking to and praising 

Jesus, I can’t help but want to do the same thing myself. Living in a world where the culture is seemingly 

further and further away from the heart of Jesus, where the news is filled and even overflowing with the 

stresses of the election and riots and COVID and everything else that 2020 has dumped on us, it is refreshing 

to join with you for a few minutes each Sunday morning and turn our eyes upon Jesus. My hope and my 

prayer is that each of us are doing that Monday through Saturday as well. Church, when you point people to 

Jesus, you are pointing them to the satisfaction that their soul desires. You are pointing them to everything 

that they don’t even know they need. You’re pointing them to where to truly find confidence in the chaos. Keep 

pointing to Jesus.   

I’m thankful for all of you! 

As important as November 3rd might seem, I think it’s also important for us to consider how we choose to 
respond even beyond the election itself (regardless of you’re feelings about the outcome). So, even as we move 
beyond the results, may we also remember these principles: 

1. Our identity in Christ and our unity with others through Him should supersede any political affiliation. 
We must never allow earthly political differences to inhibit our spiritual (and eternal!) bond of peace 
even as we strive to be iron that sharpens iron. 

2. Our truest King is Jesus and He is the hope of the world, not any earthly nation or political leader. 

3. Whatever the outcome, the task given to us by our King will not change! However an election turns 
out, our responsibility as followers of Jesus will still remain the same in the end: to be salt/light, to 
share the love of Christ and to work make His Kingdom/will a reality on earth as it is in heaven. Even 
as “religious liberties” for believers are encroached upon (not a good thing, for sure), that shouldn’t 
ever deter us from still living out our faith and identity in Christ. 

Participate fully in the process. But may we make sure to do it in the Spirit of Christ, with the love of Christ, 
following the priorities of Christ and truly seeking above and beyond all else the will of Christ. 
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening currently for our kids in the 10:30am slot: 

 Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are meeting 
 throughout the whole service. 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids in 1st through 5th grades) is back to meeting only during the 
sermon portion of service … now back down in the Great Room. Kids begin in the service 
with their families and are dismissed at the appropriate time. 

This is a 4-week series where kids will learn about being thankful 
and doing things without arguing or complaining.  

A MISSIONS-RELATED NOTE … see page 11 (the “Group Huddle Missions” heading) 
for a reminder about where the “Kid ENCOUNTER” offering is going this school year. 

 

A Reminder about “Children of Praise” 
In the past, our Fall sessions of Wednesday evening Cultivate have included 
“Children of Praise (C.O.P.)” for our kids up through 6th grade. Obviously, as part 
of Cultivate more broadly, C.O.P. has been a COVID-casualty. The current plan 
is to do this as we get into 2021 as part of Wednesday evenings … just not with 
a Christmas theme. Kids will participate in C.O.P. practices leading-up to a 

performance sometime in the Spring. Even if it’s not the same, we certainly want to make sure 
this great opportunity continues to be available for our kids. Be looking for more details. 

We have resumed our check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who 
are participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

For those who are coming for the first time, please stop by and 
provide registration information to check-in your child(ren).  

For those who are already in the system, we simply need you to stop 
by, check-in your kids and get their sticker. 

Friday, November 20 (6-8:30pm) - a “Parents ’ Night 
Out/Kids ’ Fun Night.” While parents have some time out 
together, kids get to hang out with friends at church and 
have a lot of fun. As always, dinner will be served.  

This event is for kids ages 3 through 5 th grade. Because 
it is a children ’s ministry event, there is no charge.  
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GROUP HUDDLE (ms & hs) NEWS 
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students who strive to love 

Christ and others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into God’s Word as they 

participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. Group Huddle meets from 6-8pm 
each Sunday. 

Series for this semester - “Truly Free”: 

For many students, the stress, pressure and brokenness of their lives is, at times, too much to 

bear. But the excellent news is that there is tremendous hope in the Gospel. In a word, the 

Gospel sets students free - truly free. We are truly free. 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for November: 

Sunday, 11/1 CAST IT! … “Election Anticipation” (Calling all party animals! Join us 

as we celebrate the freedom of our democratic process.) 

Sunday, 11/8 GO FOR IT! … “Last Comic Standing” (What do you get when you 

cross a joke with a rhetorical question?) 

Les’ latest  

As humans, we have a perspective problem. We tend to look at the world around us through the lens of “self.”  

In other words, we process the daily events of our lives based on how they impact us. We also tend to only 

think in terms of recent history. Because our world is so fast-paced, we don’t often stop to think about the big-

picture story of our lives. This is especially true when it comes to our past. We’re pretty much laser-focused on 

the here and now - and how it impacts us today. The only problem with this perspective is the fact that we 

miss out on the many ways God has intervened in our lives. 

Think of someone in your life that you love, someone who makes you smile just thinking about them. I bet a 

part of your affection toward them is based on shared experiences: fun stuff you’ve done with them, tough 

times you’ve walked through alongside them, or unique times you’ve shared together. It’s no different with 

God. I am certain that you could point to specific times in your life when God showed up in a way that only He 

could. Do you make a point to remember these moments and thank God for them? You should. We all should. 

Psalms is full of examples of people recalling a time when God involved Himself in their lives. It was a key part 

of why His people worship. Check out Psalm 100: 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His 

presence with singing! Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we 

are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts 

with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His Name! For the LORD is good; His steadfast love 

endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations. 

Stop for a moment and think about a time when God moved in your life. Think of a time when you knew, 

beyond a shadow of a doubt, that God had intervened. Maybe it was an answered prayer. Maybe it was 

looking at a beautiful sunset and recognizing it as the work of God. Maybe He comforted you in a time of 

despair.  Whatever the case, really focus on this intervention. Think about how you felt God’s presence in your 

life. Voice your praise and thankfulness to God, telling Him how awesome He is and how thankful you are for 

His presence. 
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Specifically for MIDDLE School ... 
“Middle School Mid-Nighter” 

Friday evening, November 6 

from 6pm until midnight 

Imagine a semi-trailer full of high action video games and a controller for you plus all of your friends. 

Come enjoy this fun evening of food, gaming and hilarious activities until the clock strikes midnight! 

This event is being offered to our students at no cost (we had funds available still from 
the cancelled “Believe” event back in the Spring). 

Specifically for HIGH School ... 
“Presidential Poll Party” 
Tuesday, November 3 from 6-8pm 

The road to the White House is an unpredictable ride. 

Come join us as election results pour in from across 

the country. History will take place as we enjoy a time 

of food (pizza and drink provided), games and great 

conversation. There is no charge for the event. 

Sunday, 11/15 EAT IT! … “Macho Nachos” (Inhale nachos and exhale happiness. Let’s 

taco ’bout Jesus!) 

Sunday, 11/22 TASTE IT! … “Candy Land Night” (You’re never too old to beg for free 

candy! This night is going to be sweet!) 

Sunday, 11/29 ROLL IT! … “The Turkey Bowl” (If bowling is up your alley, you'll enjoy 

this fowl spin on a fun sport.)  

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

NEWS FLASH! … It’s expensive feeding teenagers. Each semester, 

we ask parents to help defray the cost of feeding several hungry 

teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $25 for each 

student (that covers the whole Fall semester, through December). 

Teens will enjoy favorites like hamburgers, pasta and pancakes. 

Also, parent volunteers are always appreciated to help prepare and serve meals. Check with Les 
about when your help might be needed. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

For this new school/ministry year, we are supporting a familiar mission located in a North 

African country, just highlighting another amazing team member. Lisa is a music teacher in an 

international school, a Bible study instructor, worship leader and a part of the broader team of 

missionaries as she does discipleship work with young women. We look forward to our 

upcoming SKYPE conversations to learn more about what God is doing in North Africa. 
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southlandwomen 
HOME. What comes to mind when you read that word? Warmth, welcome, family? I 
hope that you have positive thoughts and feelings when you think of “home.” A loving 
family, people who appreciate you, comfy furniture, good meals, time to relax … all 
of those are positive components we long for about home. However, it’s very likely 
that some people feel stressed by memories of home. Even if your current home is 
peaceful and cozy, you may carry memories from childhood or youth that are painful 
and negative. Each of us has our own stories and perceptions and memories of home. We are nearing the holiday 
season and maybe you associate them with big family get-togethers and good food and laughter in a home. But 
regardless of whether your childhood home brings back positive or negative emotions - or even how you feel about your 
current home - I think we all long for a place that welcomes us to belong, connect, recharge and rest.  

As you read this, we will have finished our WSA session for this fall. We used a video series from RightNow Media 
titled “Keeping Place – Reflections on the Meaning of Home.” The videos are based on a book by the same title written 
by author Jen Pollack Michel. The sessions and book (as well as great discussion with our Southland ladies who 
attended) were very encouraging and refreshing. There really is no way for me to summarize a 214-page book in this 
small article, and I am not qualified to even try, but I did want to share a few thoughts with you.  

The back of the book has this paragraph: 

“To be human is to long for home. Home is our most fundamental human longing. And for many of us 
homesickness is a nagging place of grief. This book connects that desire and disappointment with the story 
of the Bible, helping us to see that there is a homemaking God with wide arms of welcome – and a church 
commissioned with the same work. Keeping Place offers hope to the wanderer, help to the stranded, and a 

new vision of what it means to live today with our longings for eternal home.” 

Does any of that resonate with you? Do you long for home? Maybe you are an introvert and you would love nothing 
more (especially in this season of germs and caution) than to spend all the time you can in the space you call “home.” 
Maybe you like to come and go and stay busy, and you prefer to land at home just in time to crash for the night and 
head out again the next morning. Likely you are somewhere in between, and you enjoy the comforts of home as a 
launching and landing place as your life takes you in and out.  

Our God is a homemaking God. This was a new thought to me! He crafted humans as the culmination of His creation, 
and then He placed them in a garden as their home. Then before long, the first humans sinned and they lost their 
home. From then on “home” has been temporary and imperfect. But God isn’t content with the current state of home. 
He made a way through Jesus to have relationship with us again, and He is preparing a home for us for eternity. That 
home will completely satisfy our longing; we will never feel homesick again!  

Four observations I want to share with you from this book and video study:  

1.  It’s not crazy or sinful to long for home. Maybe, like me, you feel waves of nostalgia on occasion and have 
wondered if that was actually discontentment ... and then, you felt guilty. Maybe you long for the simpler 
days of childhood or a person that has passed away and you wonder why you have those feelings. I felt 
encouraged to consider that God himself put the desire for home within us, and someday He will perfectly 
fulfill that desire as only He can.  
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2.  We have an opportunity to partner with God in His homemaking work. You may hate household chores, but 
when you do them, you are partnering with God! When you are mopping or dusting or cooking or washing 
dishes or folding laundry, you are doing God’s work. You could even call it “sacred.” He has given us the 
responsibility of taking care of the world we live in, and when we care for our homes and our families, we 
are carrying out His work.  

3.  We have the privilege and responsibility of telling others about the home we all long for. We need to extend 
God’s heavenly welcome so that as many as possible will join us in that home. You have the honor of being 
His ambassador and “putting out the welcome mat” for the people around you! You can do that with both 
your words and actions, sharing the gospel while also sharing a meal or giving funds to help those whose 
need for “home” in this life have not been adequately met.  

4.  Because of Jesus, we can look forward to the most perfect home EVER. He is preparing it for us (see John 
14:2) and it will not disappoint. It will be warm, cozy, welcoming, restful … all the things we crave in a 
home. We don’t know exactly what to expect – what will our bodies be like there? What will we eat? How 
will we know everyone? – but we know it will be grand, and we know it will not have any of the bad things 
that we are tired of dealing with in these our earthly homes. Revelation 21 & 22 tell us about this new 
home, and it sounds positively amazing.  

Whatever comes to mind when you think of home, God wants to out-do it. If home in your mind holds happy, warm 
memories, God will one day give you even better. And if home brings negative emotions and difficult memories, please 
know that God promises to erase those and give you new ones. His home will be perfect. My favorite part of Heaven’s 
description is this: ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4). I can hardly wait; how about you? 

An Upcoming women’s ministry event:  A Fall “Movie Night” 

We invite women of all ages to join 
your sisters for this event on 

Friday, November 13 (6:30-8:30pm). 

We will take appropriate COVID-
related precautions: pre-packaged 
snacks and drinks will be provided 

and seats will be spaced. 

Childcare will also be provided. 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
After October 30, the 
next BTG meting will 
be Friday, December 4. 

BTG meetings are 
from 6-8:15pm and 
dinner is included 

(no cost). 
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar  
During early November, we are wrapping-up our sermon series from the book 
of Revelation called “Confidence in the Chaos.” Each week in this series, we 
are looking at a different theme that emerges in the book. Even given the 
strange symbols and peculiar style, we certainly need to hear it! 

 November 1 Faithfulness to Christ in the Chaos 

 November 8 The Promise of Eternal Victory 

From there, here is the current plan, we have a couple of “miscellaneous” preaching weeks - Rick preaching on 
November 15 and a focus on God’s faithfulness/our gratitude on November 22. Then, starting on November 29, we 
will (likely) be ready to head into our Christmas series for 2020. Yes, it’s still happening! 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

Our Sunday morning “HYBRID” - both “in person” gathering and online. 

We continue to offer the LIVE STREAM option through Facebook LIVE. 

We now have it set-up for you to be able to access the live stream directly 

from our website: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online. Of course, it can 

still be accessed through our main Facebook page as well. 

Some specifics about how this will work while we are doing this hybrid: 

 The LORD’S SUPPER … If you are joining us “in person,” we have pre-packaged kits with 

the bread and juice in a single-sealed unit; these are available at each of the auditorium 

entrances. If you are participating online, please have your Lord’s Supper supplies ready. 

 OFFERING … We also have boxes at each entrance to collect offering. Whether participating 

in person or online, you can still use the other giving options we’ve highlighted on page 4. 

 We are still making it possible to take sermon notes even if you are participating virtually. 

You can use your own supplies. Or, we will also keeping making note sheets available as a 

PDF that you can print and use at home (see also the YouVersion option). 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 

We are grateful for the talented group of instrumentalists and vocalists that serve as part of our worship team 

at Southland. At present, we have some from within this team who are sharing the point/lead role on Sunday 

mornings: Rick Randleman from a staff leadership role plus Jared Wilson and Kendall Wooldridge. Just like in 

other areas of our ministries, we are grateful to have people willing to use their God-given giftedness to serve 

and BUILD UP others. In fact, such participation in ministry is a strength of a church family like ours. As we 

mentioned before, this is the intended plan within our worship ministry throughout the rest of 2020. Leadership 

will continue the conversation as we consider how to proceed in the long-term. 

If you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach out to Rick and 

let him know. At this point, we are certainly looking for more volunteers! 

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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A REMINDER about these priorities here at Southland: 

When we are operating as normal (i.e. without impacts from COVID-19), these two priorities that we call 

“CONNECT” and “GROW DEEP” are a valuable part of our church family here at Southland.  

CONNECT Groups (these mainly meet at 9am on Sunday mornings) are designed to be a context 

where people can discover Christian community and experience a smaller sense of FAMILY here at 

Southland. It’s a place of relationship-building, prayer and reflecting together on God’s Word.  

Our Wednesday evening CULTIVATE (most recently with D-Groups as the format) is about 

helping us plant deep roots down into Christ and Scripture within an even smaller context.  

Of course, have found ourselves in a season when capacity guidelines restrict how many we can have in our 

rooms to 50% of normal. This particularly becomes an issue when factoring in the spaces that need to be 

made for ministries to kids/youth. Combined with other challenges related to COVID (e.g. we certainly don’t 

have everyone back yet), it all makes these ministries difficult to continue as normal. Such reasons are why we 

have had to pause these ministries for the rest of 2020. 

We are grateful for those groups that have been able to adapt and have continued to meet in person as 

smaller groups or via an online format such as Zoom. There are also some ongoing ministries like Group 

Huddle for middle school/high school students and a recent session of WSA for ladies. In addition to such 

things, we would certainly encourage people within the Southland family to find ways to connect for both 

relational purposes and study as it can happen in this season. 

Within our overall ministry here at Southland, we believe that these priorities of CONNECTING with others 

and GROWING DEEP together are key. That’s part of what has made 2020 such a challenging year - we are not 

able to operate anywhere close to normal at a time when such things are all the more necessary. While the 

pause has been necessary on many levels, we recognize the need to UNpause as well! 

That’s why we intend to resume more normally our ministry programming 

(primarily 9am on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings) in January of 2021. 

Obviously, that is likely to look still a bit different. We’ll share more specifics as we head towards the new 

year, but it might not mean the exact same realities as before. We may not have the same groups meeting in 

the same locations. We may have to revamp aspects of these ministry priorities. And yet, we are certainly 

looking forward to be able to resume them! 

CONNECTING 

and GROWING DEEP 

during COVID-19 

Hopefully, in the next edition of “The Vine” we will be ready to 

share specifics about our CULTIVATE plans for early 2020. 
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THANK YOU to those who helped with our “FAMILY Fall 

Fun” event on October 25!  Such a great event can only 

happen because of volunteers who are willing to serve: 

There are many names who could be mentioned; here are a few (beyond our staff who all 

played key roles in the evening): 

 Thanks to those who helped to get the auditorium chairs cleared out. 

 Thanks to Ken Austin for bringing his tractor to make hayrides in the field happen. 

 Thanks to the grill masters for cooking: Mike Cosgrove, Ben Jennings, Rick 

 Randleman  and Brad Worthy. 

 Thanks to the kitchen crew for helping get dinner ready: Ceci Austin, Kristin 

 Londeen and Amanda Miller. 

 Of course, thanks to the other volunteers who helped in various ways with the night. 

Thanks for making it a great evening together as a church family!  

Rick expressed his gratitude in his article (see page 8) for the worship team, but it is 

appropriate for us all to do the same as well. From Rick, Jared and Kendall who are helping 

to lead things to the rest of the worship team (vocalists, instrumentalists and tech 

members) ... thanks for all you are doing to bless the Southland family through your service! 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

As we continue moving back (slowly!) toward normal, we have re-incorporated various areas of 

service within our church family. We are certainly not filling all the roles that we used to fill. 

And yet, there are regular ways you can serve - for example, we could still use additional 

volunteers to serve as greeters in this season (let us know if you’re willing to help).  

Otherwise, our intention (at this point, anyway) is to resume our more normal serving 

areas once we get to 2021 and resume a more typical schedule for Sunday mornings. So, 

as we move toward that point, we will be needing to get our areas of service filled again, 

a task that’s certainly more challenging in this season. If you are already back, please let 

us know if there are ways you are willing to volunteer as we move toward January. 

Even beyond more “regular” ways of serving, we encourage you to be on the lookout for 

specific service opportunities that we are sharing via e-mail and Facebook. As always, let staff 

know if there are ways you are willing to help. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

NOTE:  Instead of putting together a regular serving schedule during this season, leaders of 

different ministry areas are contacting volunteers directly (as they have in recent months). 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

Our annual “Thanksgiving Baskets” project is happening NOW!  
We are again participating in this project to help 

us LIVE OUT faith during this Thanksgiving 

season. There is a portion of this done in 

conjunction with Crosslines (they supply names 

of families in need). Given the realities of 2020, 

this project seems especially important now! 

Check out the flyers we’ve made available in the 
alcove at Southland for more specifics . 

NOTE:  Cards are available at the display; take the cards with specific items you are willing to donate 
(take the same number of cards as you are planning to provide).  

You can then return donated items to the table; there is no need to return the cards themselves as the 
number of cards in the basket represents the number of an item we still need to have donated. 

NOTE:   We know that there are some extra challenges with such an effort this year. So, if you want to participate, 
but are not actually able to do any shopping for supplies, we would encourage you to participate by 

giving. We will use the money to go and buy the supplies.  

1. You can send a check in the mail to the church (put “Thanksgiving baskets” in the memo line). 

2. You can use the Tithe.ly online platform/app (to give directly to this project, choose the 

“Thanksgiving baskets” option instead of the “General Fund” one - see page 4). 
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) 

when available. This is really the only way one of our 

partners can share with supporters as their location makes 

any online presence too risky from a security standpoint. 

Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-19 
realities impact their locations significantly as well! 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

We had to postpone the Mexico mission trip with Casas por Cristo back in August. We are still looking 

to re-schedule this trip for sometime in 2021.  Be looking for more details. 

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (Sunday, November 1) 

Many believers around the globe today “share our faith, but not our freedom.” Indeed, compared to 

what we experience, there can be constant and far more intense pressure facing Christians in different 

parts of the world. Especially because it involves our fellow citizens in His Kingdom, this is not a 

problem we can ignore. That’s why we participate each year in this special day when we raise 

awareness, but, most importantly, when we pray – expressing our oneness with them as we intercede 

on their behalf. That’s what a portion of our time on Sunday, November 1 is going to be about. It will be a time to open our eyes 

to God’s global Kingdom and express our solidarity in Christ with our fellow believers. Part of the value of this day is the way 

that it can also inspire US to stand firm in whatever way we experience difficulties here. Please join us for this special morning. 

Whether you can join us or not, there are additional resources online that can help spur your prayers for the persecuted church. 

Here are some helpful websites to bookmark and consult from time-to-time (you can click directly on the electronic link): 

www.opendoorsusa.org (“World Watch List”) www.persecution.com (“The Voice of the Martyrs”) 

Open Doors has also developed a “Prayer app” that can provide more regular updates (daily) reminding you to pray for the 

persecuted church. It’s easy to find (search for Open Doors prayer app) and download. 

Here are some key dates to keep in mind about our process: 

 Sunday November 8 If you want to distribute a basket - or more - to someone in need this 

Thanksgiving … this is the last day to turn in a form (use the back of the flyers 
available in the alcove to do this). 

 Sunday, November 15 All donations (food and money) need to be returned by this date so we can take 

inventory of what we may still need to purchase. 

 Sunday, November 22 Baskets will be ready for distribution after our ENCOUNTER service (it may take 
some time for them to be finalized on that day). We will likely need some 

volunteers to help us donate our remaining baskets to people whose names 

Crosslines has provided for us. 

Clear back on the first Sunday of 2020 (remember then, pre-COVID?!), we hosted 

a “CCH DAY.” It was a day to highlight our partnership with Christian Campus 

House. Because it was such a great day, we have decided to plan our second 

annual “CCH DAY” for Sunday, January 3, 2021. We’re looking forward to it!  

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.opendoorsusa.org
http://www.persecution.com

