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Congratulations to Jackson Carlson who was immersed into Christ 

by Les on Sunday, October 27; he is the son of Ron & Jennifer Carlson. 

We rejoice with Jackson in his decision! 

Southland “FAMILY” News 

Here is our theme for this current ministry year: 
We celebrate the faith in Christ that has been passed on 

to us and those from whom we’ve received it; it’s what we’ve 
received from “beyond ourselves.” We also consider the responsibility 
we have to pass such a LEGACY of faith in Christ that we’ve 
received; it’s what is to extend “beyond ourselves.” 

 

Our Theme for the Ministry Year: 

Upcoming “FAMILY” opportunities at SCC: 
 Each year during the Thanksgiving 

season, the G6:10 Ministry organizes this effort as a great (and easy!) way 
for the Southland FAMILY to come together to serve and bless those 
BEYOND our church. See page 17 for details. 

  We are 
already making preparations for the Christmas season. Again this year, 
we are packaging the month of December within this context of FAMILY. 
In addition to our focus during our regular ENCOUNTER services each 
week, we will be providing a few intentional FAMILY opportunities. Here’s 
a glimpse of what is planned: 

Sunday, December 1 at 5pm - a “Thanks-Mas Family Dinner” … no, we’re 
not “taking Christ out of Christmas,” we’re using this opportunity to do 
what families do during the holiday season: they gather for a meal. 
Instead of doing separate meals for Thanksgiving and Christmas, we’re 
going to meet in the middle for one dinner: hence the name! We will 
share more details about what we need you to bring later in November. 

Sunday, December 8 … this will be a special morning: breakfast for everyone (no CONNECT 
Groups) followed by our Children of Praise performance of “C.A.K.E.” during our normal 
ENCOUNTER time. 

A Recent “FAMILY” Opportunity at SCC: 
On Sunday, October 13, we gathered for our “FAMILY Fall Fun” event. The 
weather cooperated and it turned into a great evening! We ate a tasty 
supper with many different delicious soups and chilis. We had lots of fun 
through various games and activities: hillbilly golf, cornhole, bounce 
houses, hayrides, etc. At the end of the night, many people enjoyed S-
mores around fire pits. All in all, it was a great evening together as a 
church family. Here at Southland, we certainly value such opportunities! 
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We are still working toward a new directory. At this point, we are still trying to 
track down verification of the contact information we have on file. From there, we 
will be making all the adjustments to the data. As these processes unfold, we will 
then finalize a new edition for distribution. 

PROPERTY Update: 
While the MORTGAGE and MINISTRY pieces of the September 2018 property sale remain the same; we 

continue to reap the benefits of God’s leading in this area.  

At the same time, we wanted to update you about the ongoing MAINTENANCE/BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 

front. We have already accomplished several needed projects over the past several months (as we’ve 

mentioned before in this space). They have made a noticeable difference throughout our building. Even 

with all that has been done, we still have some funds to continue addressing other projects on our list of 

what needs to be done. That includes sound panels for the Fellowship Hall to help with the noise level, 

some ongoing upkeep throughout the building as well as addressing our interior/exterior signage. 

“THANK YOU” Notes 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
The Children of Praise Christmas production for this year (on Sunday, 12/8) is 
called “C.A.K.E.” It stands for “Christmas Acts of Kindness Experience.” In 
addition to the performance itself, this gives the kids some opportunities to put 
hands and feet to their faith during this season as well! One of the ways they are 
serving as part of this is by collecting socks, hats and gloves to be donated to an 
organization serving those in need within our community. See page 7 for more 
information about how you can participate in LIVING OUT faith in this way. 

We are now using a new check-in system within our “Southland 
KIDS” ministries; it’s for all kids 5th grade and younger.  

This is being used by our regular Southland families as well as our guests; we need 
parents to stop by each week at the station outside the nursery counter to check 

their kids in. Thanks for helping this be such a smooth experience so far! 
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids 

and youth through high school). Groups are meeting as normal during this time. See 

page 14 for specific details about our Connect Groups. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; see pages 12-13. 

Sunday evening from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth (GH 

students are invited to participate in the “Thanks-Mas” dinner on December 1; otherwise GH 

is meeting each week through 12/8 - check out page 9 for specific details).  

Wednesdays through November 20 - 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 start time 

otherwise … CULTIVATE - our Wednesday evening “GROW DEEP” ministry. 

Again, this session runs through November 20; see page 14 for more details. 

Thursdays through November 21 - from 9:30-11:30 … WSA (Women Set Apart) - a Bible study 

called “Finding God Faithful” on the life of Joseph (check out page 11 for more details).  

Other Events (listed by date): 

Friday, November 1 … BTG meeting (6-8:15pm). 

Friday, November 1 through Saturday, November 2 … “The EVENT” for high school students 

at Ozark Christian College. The group leaves at 4pm on Friday and returns at 5pm Saturday. 

Sunday, November 3 … “Daylight Savings Time” ends for 2019. Make sure to 

set your clocks back an hour Saturday into Sunday. 

Sunday, November 3 … we are again participating in the annual 

“International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church.” It’s a day 

of raising awareness about the reality of persecution around the 

globe and joining in prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ 

who “share our faith, but not our freedom.” See page 18. 

Friday, November 8 … a Parents’ Night Out/Kids’ Fun Night from 6-8:30; see page 8. 

Sunday, November 10 … the last Sunday to submit a name if you would like to bless someone 

with a Thanksgiving basket on behalf of the Southland family. See page 17 for details. 

Sunday, November 11 … Veterans Day. We are grateful for the many within the SCC family 

who have served our country in this capacity as well as families of those who have served! 

Sunday, November 17 … the last Sunday to bring items for the annual Thanksgiving Baskets 

food drive sponsored by the G6:10 Ministry. Again, see page 17. 

Wednesday, November 20 … the last night of CULTIVATE for this Fall session; see below for 

other Wednesday nights as it relates to the C.O.P. schedule. 
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Other Events (listed by date - cont.): 

Thursday, November 21 … the last day of this session of WSA (Women Set Apart). 

Saturday, November 23 … a special C.O.P. practice from 9am-12pm (this includes singing at 

Quail Creek as part of a service project for the performance). If your kids are in C.O.P., 

please have them here for this! 

Sunday, November 24 … Thanksgiving baskets will be available for distribution after service. 

Please see one of the inserts in the alcove to participate in blessing a family in this way. We 

also may need some help in taking baskets to those whose names we received from 

Crosslines (how we distribute the extra baskets). 

Wednesday, November 27 … no C.O.P. practice on this night. 

Thursday, November 28 … “Happy Thanksgiving!” 

Sunday, December 1 … “Thanks-Mas Church FAMILY Dinner.” Just as earthly families come 

together to celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas, so will we on this day (starts at 5pm). 

Wednesday, December 4 … C.O.P. practice from 6-8pm. 

Friday, December 6 … BTG meeting (6-8:15pm). 

Saturday, December 7 … C.O.P. dress rehearsal from 9am-1pm. 

Sunday, December 8 … a special morning that will include a FAMILY breakfast and the annual 

Christmas production by our “Children of Praise” group as part of our ENCOUNTER service 

(10:30am). This year’s play is called “C.A.K.E.” This schedule is the one we’ve used for the 

past couple of years and we look forward to it again this year! 

Sunday, December 8 … the Group Huddle annual Christmas celebration (6-8pm); see page 9 

for details. 

Monday, December 16 … “A Cozy Christmas Celebration” at 7pm - the next women’s ministry 

event at Southland; see page 11 for details. 

Tuesday, December 24 … Christmas Eve Service at 6pm. 

INCOME … 

Regular tithe for September = $34,168 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $6,833 

60  

Regular tithe for October = $25,809 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $6,452 

25  

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September 2019 through August 2020) is $59,977 for a weekly 

average in the $6,600 to $6,7000 range. Our projected budgetary need is about $430,000 to $440,000 for 

the year which breaks down to about $8,200-$8,400 each week. These numbers have been adjusted for 
current realities with staffing and our mortgage payment.  

It is not unusual for these first two months of the fiscal year to be lower for some reason. We certainly have 

come into this new ministry year in good financial shape (including with a good balance in our Money Market 

savings account) which puts us in a spot where we can deal well with such ebbs and flows in the year.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE … September and October 2019 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of 
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 
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A note from RICK ...  

“Be Good.”  

This is a statement that I heard a lot growing up and have said several times myself. Be good. Behave. It’s a message 

that basically means “don’t do anything stupid.” 

While this is a common message between parents and kids, it is also the same message that I hear from a lot of 

sermons and Bible studies. I easily take everything I hear and learn and lump it into this message that I need to “be 

good, work harder, be better … don’t do anything stupid …” 

However, I have realized that I have a horrible understanding of what it means to be good. I have heard it with the 

connotation of “don’t do anything stupid” for so long that often, my main goal in my Christian walk is to merely not do 

anything wrong. As a result, when all we do is try not to mess up, then all we try to do as a Christians is simply … 
maintain.  We have our free ticket and now we just have to make sure we don’t mess it up. We read the Bible and we 

listen to sermons focusing on all of the things we shouldn’t do. We can bog ourselves down with trying not to think 

about or do those things that we aren’t supposed to. Too many times, we have made Christianity all about the don’ts 

and as a result we continue to merely exist as shallow Christians just trying to stay out of hell. 

But that is just part of it - a small part. 

The fact is that Christianity is all about the DO’s. 

It is all about what Christ has done and what we decide to do about it. 

And when we focus on these do’s, the don’ts take care of themselves. 

So what are the do’s? How about these: 

 Pursue a deeper relationship with God (Matthew 22:37) 

 Be humble (Philippians 2). 

 Think about good things (Philippians 4:8) 

 Love people with God’s love (1 Corinthians 13). 

 Cultivate the fruit of the spirit in your life (Galatians 5:22-23). 

 Tell people about the salvation you have (Matthew 28:18-20). 

 Basically, be like Jesus! 

Merely trying not to mess up in your Christian walk is a shallow and short-sighted goal that at best leads to mediocrity 

and apathy. However, when we set our sights on being like Jesus and letting Him work through us then we take part in 

a goal much bigger than ourselves and we become dependent on God to help us along the way. And that is doing 

some good. 

So here is the question I have to ask myself: What if I stopped 
merely trying not to do bad and actually started to do some 

good?  
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“Children of Praise” ... Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:45pm 
Kids ages 4 through 6th grade have been and will continue to be participating in 
“Children of Praise” on Wednesday evenings. They are rehearsing songs, 

practicing drama and much more, all in preparation for their annual Christmas 
performance of “C.A.K.E.” on Sunday, December 8. See below for more 
information about this year’s production as well as important C.O.P.-related 

dates to have in mind for November and early December. 

This year, C.O.P. is again using a packaged Christmas drama (it’s from a 
company called Brentwood Benson, the same group that last year’s program 
came from). This year’s story is called “C.A.K.E. - Christmas Acts of 
Kindness Experiment.” It’s the story of some young kids who have received 
an assignment over Christmas break. Along the way, it turns into a memorable 
group project that changes the way they experience Christmas and the story 
at the heart of it all. Part of the value of this production is the way it gives 
kids an opportunity to serve during this season. See page 18 about a way that 
you can help the kids with one of their projects. 

Here are some important dates to keep in mind (normal practices through Wednesday, Nov. 20): 

 Saturday, November 23 - a special extra practice from 9am-12pm (includes singing at 
 “Quail Creek” as part of a service project at 10am). There is no lunch at this practice. 

 Wednesday, November 27 - no CULTIVATE or C.O.P. practice. 

 Wednesday, December 4 from 6-7:30pm - no CULTIVATE, but C.O.P. will still practice 
this night. Please note the change in time for this night (no supper provided). 

Saturday, December 7 - dress rehearsal from 9am-1pm (pizza included for lunch). 

Sunday, December 8 - performance during our ENCOUNTER service at 10:30am (we’ll 
communicate more information about the schedule for the morning). In the event of bad 
weather, we have gone ahead and established Sunday, December 15 as a back-up date. 

      - “Discipleship Jr.” (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Kids this age (it’s different for those Kindergarten and younger) start out in our regular 
ENCOUNTER service at 10:30am until being dismissed … typically during offering. “Kid 

ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal through the month of November. 

We certainly appreciate your patience as we’ve implemented our new check-
in process for our kids (all of those 5th grade and under). Please remember 
to stop by the check-in area outside the nursery counter each week so we 
can continue utilizing this system as it is intended. 
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Les’ latest  

Just the other day, in our youth Bible studies, we we’re talking about following Christ even to the point of 

looking foolish in the eyes of the world. The Gospels give us a redeeming story of a man named Zacchaeus. 

Jesus was going through Jericho, 2 where a man named Zacchaeus lived. He was in charge of 

collecting taxes and was very rich. 3-4 Jesus was heading his way, and Zacchaeus wanted to see 

what He was like. But Zacchaeus was a short man and could not see over the crowd. So he ran 

ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree. 5 When Jesus got there, he looked up and said, 

“Zacchaeus, hurry down! I want to stay with you today.” 6 Zacchaeus hurried down and gladly 

welcomed Jesus. (Luke 19:1-6) 

We read stories like this and don’t think much about it, but how many adults do you know that still climb 

trees? I love the mental picture of this tax collector in a three-piece suit climbing a tree just to get a glimpse of 

Jesus. Zacchaeus had a reputation to protect. He had an image to uphold, but this distinguished tax collector 

climbed a tree like a little kid. He didn’t care if he looked foolish. Look what happened next: 

7 Everyone who saw this started grumbling, “This man Zacchaeus is a sinner! And Jesus is going home to 

eat with him.” 8 Later that day Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “I will give half of my property 

to the poor. And I will now pay back four times as much to everyone I have ever cheated.” 9 Jesus said to 

Zacchaeus, “Today you and your family have been saved, because you are a true son of Abraham. 10 The 

Son of Man came to look for and to save people who are lost.” (Luke 19:7-10) 

I can’t help but notice that Zacchaeus was willing to look foolish to get a glimpse of Jesus. Jesus returned the 

favor so much so that people criticized Him for hanging out with Zacchaeus. The end result was an amazing 

conversion. Zacchaeus gave half his possessions to the poor on the spot; and, Jesus proclaimed, “Salvation has 

come to your house.” 

This is one of those days you never forget. I’m sure Zacchaeus never forgot the day Jesus came through Jericho 

– the day he climbed a sycamore tree and Jesus hung out at his house. This must have become the defining 

moment of His life, and I think that perhaps Zacchaeus occasionally made a pilgrimage back to that tree.  

Maybe he even climbed it for old time’s sake. I bet he brought his grandkids there and let them climb the tree 

and told them that was where he met Jesus. 

We really do not know what happened to Zacchaeus. I think that giving half his possessions to the poor was 

just the beginning. He could have cheated people the rest of his life and lived selfishly, but if this story is any 

indication, Zacchaeus decided to make a difference with his life. It all started with the risk of looking foolish. 

A FUN opportunity for kids: 

Friday, November 8 from 6-8:30pm - another 
“Parents ’ Night Out/Kids ’ Fun Night.” While parents 
have some time out together, kids get to hang out with 
friends at church and have a lot of fun together. We ’ll 
share more specific details, but as always, dinner will 
be served as part of the evening.  

This event is for kids ages 3 through 5 th grade. Because it is a children ’s 
ministry event, there is no charge. Please RSVP by Sunday, November 3 at the 

Welcome Center or on the Facebook post about the P-N-O. 
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GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students who strive 

to love Christ and others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into God’s 

Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. 

GROUP HUDDLE meets from 6-8pm each week. 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for September: 

November 3 DRESS UP! … “Costume Extravaganza” (calling all super-heroes, 

villains and ghouls) 

November 10 EAT IT! … “La Fiesta” (“Wanna taco ‘bout Jesus?”) 

November 17 PLAY IT! … “Pirates of Lake Springfield” (“Shiver me timbers;” join us 

for seaside games) 

November 24 WEAR IT! … “Rock the Ugly Sweater” (“‘Tis the Season to be tacky!”) 

December 1 No Group Huddle - Southland’s “Thanks-Mas Family Dinner” … 
Group Huddle students and their families are encouraged to join us. 

December 8 Annual Group Huddle 

Christmas Celebration 

(during normal Group 

Huddle time … 6-8pm) 

“Fa La La La 

La La Llama!” 

 Don’t let the true meaning 

of Christmas become 

“fuzzy;” come celebrate 

the birth of our Savior! 

Make sure you bring an 

inexpensive wrapped 

present (e.g. candy, a gift 

card or something bizarre) 

for a zany gift exchange. 

GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS: 

We are excited to announce that our youth/children’s offerings have 

now surpassed $20,000 historically to world missions; way to go!! That 

is certainly outstanding! 

Our current project (supporting Allen & Marilynn Todd who are headed 

to New South Wales, Australia) has raised ~$700 at this point.  

After a break mid-semester through the Christmas season, etc. Group Huddle will 
resume in January. Make sure to put Sunday, January 12 on your calendar (6-8pm) for 
“Bubble Ball Soccer.” Cost is $10 and pizza will be served. Please note: a signed release form is 
REQUIRED to participate in this night. 
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southlandwomen 
From Kristie … 

Recently, I have been blessed to observe many people, 
in very different jobs, who go about their work in the 
way Colossians 3:23-24 describes. I don’t always 
know the heart motivation, but when I see someone 
working hard at their job, whatever it may be, I am 
always impressed and blessed. It makes me thank God 
for how He is working through them. They may or may 
not be setting out to honor God with their work, but by 
doing it in a caring and skillful way, it results in me 
praising God regardless! 

We had experiences recently at an area surgery center. We were blessed by many healthcare workers who 
went about their jobs with skill and caring, and often, even humor. These employees probably work with 
families like ours daily, but they didn’t take for granted that we knew what was happening, and they patiently 
answered questions and explained procedures and aftercare for us. Some, no doubt, earn a paycheck for their 
work, but some were noticeably marked as “volunteers.” This blew my mind! One kind volunteer perceived 
from talking with me that I was chilly and brought me a warm blanket. I don’t just mean that the blanket was 
warm in it’s type or texture – it was WARM when he handed it to me! As I wrapped it around my shoulders, I 
pondered that he does that job not to earn money, but because he wants to. He doesn’t HAVE to, he CHOOSES 
to. And he did it with a compassionate heart. 

The categories of those who go about their work with all their hearts certainly don’t stop with those in health 
care. We recently had an electrician do work both in our SCC building and in our home. He went above and 
beyond the call of duty, and he did it with a friendly spirit and generous nature. He was endearingly passionate 
about his job as he served! 

We are blessed to have great teachers for our kids. They genuinely care about their students and they work 
with the skills and abilities God has given them to educate and encourage young people.  

We are blessed with a piano teacher who does a great job working with Harmony.  

We have found a mechanic that we trust, and that is a huge blessing! He even recently recommended to us an 
auto salesman that HE trusts. A car salesman you can trust? Yep, Jesus has them!  

I regularly interact with associates at grocery stores and retail stores who seem to genuinely care about the 
people who have come into their businesses.  

I have been to Chick-fil-A a few times recently, and am always blessed to hear “my pleasure” when I thank 
them for serving me. I recognize that they are trained to respond that way, but I think it would be hard to 
make it believable if their hearts weren’t somewhat in agreement with that attitude.  
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers. 

Box Top Girls 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life stages to spend time 
studying God’s Word together and forming bonds with sisters in Christ. The tagline 
is “Intentional Learning for Intentional Living.”   

This session’s study is a book and video lessons by Kelly Minter on the life of Joseph; it’s titled "Finding God 
Faithful." WSA meets each Thursday morning through November 21 - 9:30-11:30(ish) each week. Some light 
breakfast options - pastries, bagels, or something of the sort - are served as well as coffee. This is another 
opportunity for us to "GROW DEEP" as well as form bonds with sisters in Christ and encourage one another!  

The next BTG 
meeting (after 11/1) 
is Friday, December 
6 from 6-8:15pm. 

As always, dinner is 
included with each 

BTG meeting.  

All over life, in so many areas, we encounter people who are going about their work. It is such a blessing when 
those people are working for the Lord and doing it with their whole heart. It makes any vocation more of a 
calling than just a job. It’s energizing to observe!  

And that causes me to ponder, “would people who observe me or interact with me say that I am doing my work 
with all my heart, and for the Lord?” It’s a sobering thought - one that deserves my self-evaluation. I am 
thankful for God’s people working in so many arenas of life, and for the way they work with all their hearts, as 
unto the Lord. I want to grow to be one of them! How ‘bout you? 

“A Cozy 
Christmas 

Celebration” 
A women’s ministry event 

Monday, December 16 (7pm) 
What you need to bring: 

 Socks for a gift exchange 

 A dozen treats to share as well as your recipe for those treats! 

We invite you to join us for this fun evening together as we take time during the Christmas 
season to enjoy being with one another as sisters-in-Christ. This is an event for women of all 

ages; childcare is provided. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

SINGING TRUTH - a note from Adam 

The Meaning Behind the Song: “More than Conquerors” by Rend Collective 

Hello Southland Family, 

Every month I have the privilege and honor of sharing with you about worship in this space. This month I want 

to switch things up a little. I want to allow a different voice to speak about the message of a new song that we 

have been learning recently during our ENCOUNTER. As we enter into a time of praise and adoration each 

week, my goal is for this to also be about teaching. It’s about us being reminded about who our heavenly 

Father is and who we are in relationship to Him and His truth. 

This following devotional is from Rend Collective’s YouVersion reading plan. One of the group’s members 

communicates the heart and truth behind the songs that are part of their album called “The Art of 

Celebration.” That album includes the catchy song “More than Conquerors,” a song based on Romans 8:31-39. 

Hopefully, by sharing this reflection, it can help you appreciate the song and the message it shares about the 

powerful love God has shown us in Christ. 

If a stranger were to scream the word, 

"Freedom!!!!!", at you, at bloodcurdling volume 

in an inaccurate, but unmistakable attempt at a 

Celtic accent, you would likely fear for your life. 

Not I. I would be nonchalant. 

It's not that I'm so brave. It's just that this is a 

regular occurrence for me.  

When I meet someone for the first time and 

mention that I'm Irish, people do one of two 

things. They either request that I say the phrase, "Magically delicious!", or they do their impersonation 

of William Wallace's battle cry from the Mel Gibson movie, “Braveheart." Loudly. 

I prefer the second option because, even though I'm delighted to be associated with the daring and 

ingenious idea to serve marshmallows at breakfast, I'm even more proud that my Celtic blood links me 

to the "warrior-poet," who fought tyranny and oppression. (Even though he is technically Scottish!) With 

his lethal combination of courage, swordsmanship and biceps that would make even The Incredible Hulk 

feel insecure, William Wallace is the perfect example of a conqueror. 

I'm on the other end of the spectrum. I have what you might call "sofa-toned" abs, I'm regularly 

overtaken by girls on the running trail and have been known to flee from the wrath of wasps in the 

summer. 

When we look beneath the funny surface stuff, the picture is no prettier. My prayer life can be stopped in 

its tracks by such feeble enemies as Twitter or television. I lack the courage to live a radically holy life. 

But I am more than a conqueror in Christ. 

It's so hard to believe isn't it? But it's right there in the flawless Word of God. 
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REMINDER:  If you want to listen to sermons you might have missed, you 
can do so through the website. Go to the “Online Sermons” tab at our 
website (www.gosouthland.org). From there, you can find the date of the 
sermon you are looking for. Assuming everything goes properly, we try to 
get sermons posted by Tuesday. It’s never the same as being with the 
church family, but it is a way to stay connected. You can also navigate to 
find past sermon series as we have many years’ worth of sermons archived.  

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar  

We’ve been using our broader “LEGACY” theme as the main focus for 
our Fall 2019 sermon series as well. Part of this theme’s emphasis is on 
celebrating those who have passed down to us faith in Christ. We did not 
come to Him on our own, but a LEGACY has come to us from “beyond 
ourselves!” For the majority of this series, we’ve been specifically 
considering what we’ve received from the original followers of Jesus in the 
book of Acts. Even the early church has passed down a powerful 
LEGACY that we would be wise to follow. 

We have two more weeks in this series as we move into the month of November: 

 Sunday, November 3 (part of “The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church”) … as the day’s 
 name suggests, this will include time specifically devoted to prayer. At the same time, we’ll also consider a 
 LEGACY of faithfulness in the face of persecution. It’s part of what we see from the early church in Acts! 

 Sunday, November 10 … we’ll close out the series by looking at “A LEGACY of eternal hope beyond this life.” 
 It’s part of Acts as well as the broader NT; indeed, it was such an integral part of the early church’s 
 perspective in Christ. Because of that, it’s also a theme that deserves our attention. 

Rick will then be preaching on the next two Sundays: November 17 and 24 (texts/themes pending). 

As believers, the all-conquering power that raised Christ from the dead is alive in us. Jesus fought and 

won our redemption at the cross, silencing every voice that condemns - even our internal guilt 

monologues. Satan lies crushed beneath His feet. 

Our God, our Jesus, is for us - "nothing is impossible and every chain is breakable" now. With Christ we 

can overcome temptation, blaze light into hopeless places, speak life to a dying world. In Jesus' Name, 

timid prayers shake nations and topple kingdoms, and fumbling attempts at evangelism strike fear in 

the hearts of demons. 

Unlikely as it may seem, we are more than conquerors. And we don't even have to find a kilt.” 

Jesus death and resurrection have the final word in the story of redemption. It’s the same hope and power 

that go before us. So, church, let us continue singing in defiant victory because in Christ, we too are more than 

conquerors!  

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy, 

 Adam Faulkner 
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

 

We are using the format of “Deeper Life Groups” (a.k.a. “D-Groups”) and a book called Core 52 as the 

content. It’s a book written by Mark Moore designed to “build your Bible IQ.” We are excited about the 

ways it can help us GROW DEEP in our faith in Christ together. 

We are communicating the schedule of chapters in the foyer, but we’ll also include it here: 

11/6 - Chapter 19 (“Deeper Morality”)   11/13 - Chapter 20 (“Prayer”) 

11/20 - Chapter 21 (“Money”) CULTIVATE does not meet from 11/27 through sometime in January 

A note about CULTIVATE timing - a meal is served beginning at 5:30 each Wednesday; 

ministry programming runs from 6:30 to 7:45. 

What’s happening in Connect Groups  (Sundays at 9am)  

One of the ways we try to facilitate healthy relationships within the church FAMILY is through our 

Connect Groups that meet weekly at 9am.  

Groups are meeting as “normal” at this point; we will communicate later the December schedule 
as it is going to be  somewhat different due to plans during the Christmas season. 

Below is a listing of the groups that meet as well as their current location and a brief demographic 

description (note: these are given for informational purposes, not as binding parameters): 

LAUNCH (meeting in Room #5) … for college-age and young adults. 

The BRANCH (meeting in the Southeast corner of the auditorium) … for those with younger families.  

The Refuge  (meeting in the Great Room) … for those who have kids in middle school, high school and 

even into college (earliest adulthood). 

Free at Last (meeting in the Gathering Room, off of the Great Room) … for those who continue to have 

work responsibilities, but whose kids are mainly gone. 

Empty Nesters (meeting in the Fellowship Hall) … for those who are primarily in the retirement life stage. 
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THANK YOU to those who helped with our “FAMILY Fall 

Fun” event on October 13!  Such a great event can only 

happen because of volunteers who are willing to serve: 

There are many names who could be mentioned; here are a few: 

 Thanks to Mark Miller plus the Graves family for helping get the auditorium set. 

 Thanks to the Jennings family for providing the trailer and Ken Austin for bringing his 

 tractor to make hayrides in the field happen. 

 Of course, thanks to all the volunteers who ran different games and activities, those 

 who provided one of the many delicious soups/chilis as well as those who helped 

 get the meal set-up.  

Now that we’re at the end of another mowing season, it’s a good time to THANK all of those 

who helped with the mowing this year! There are too many different individuals to mention 

them all by name (over 20 names are listed as having served in this way!). Your work in 

helping us make a good first impression through the appearance of our property is certainly 

appreciated! A special thanks to Mark Miller and Mike Seal for coordinating this effort (in 

addition to serving quite a bit in this way themselves). 

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight 

some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to 

serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve here at Southland. 

In addition to what we have there, as we roll out our new “check-in” system for our kids’ 

ministry, we are going to need volunteers to help with this process each week. It is especially 

important for our guests to find a friendly face to assist them as they check-in their kids. 

If you are willing to help in this or any other area, please use one of the BLUE cards 

available by the Welcome Center. Fill it out, leave it in the office and we’ll be in touch! 
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Serving Schedule – NOVEMBER 2019 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

11/3 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |—— Warren & Carolyn B. (8:45-10:15) ——| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Steve & LeeAnn M. 

11/10 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |——— Dennis & Kay M. (8:45-10:15) ———| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Ken & Debbie N. (10:15-10:40) Bob & Liz W. 

11/17 
2nd/3rd Grade (8:45-9:10)  |———— Jay & Kim T. (8:45-10:15) ————| 

Launch (10:15-10:40) Joan H. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) Pat & Debbie L. 

11/24 
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |——–— Bill & Pam F. (8:45-10:15) ——–—| 

The Refuge (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) Ben & Debbie J. 

 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

11/3 

Jack & Betty Hein 

Mark Miller Sonya Simpson 

11/10 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

11/17 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

11/24 Warren Burros Nate Jennings 

 

 (Nursery) Check-in Nursery workers 

11/3 - 8:50-10:00am 
11/3 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Amanda Miller 

Amanda Miller 
Amanda/Abbi Miller 

11/10 - 8:50-10:20am 
11/10 - 10:20-dismissal 

Stacy Gambill 
Debbie Gray 

Stacy Gambill 
Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Kira Smith 

11/17 - 8:50-10:20am 
11/17 - 10:20-dismissal 

Cheryl McAnally 
Susan Graves 

Cheryl McAnally 
Graves Family 

11/24 - 8:50-10:00am 
11/24 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Amanda Butler 

Amanda Miller 
Jay & Amanda Butler + Megan Miller 

 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

11/3 Sara E. - Lizzie K. - Jeremiah S. Stefani Hall with Tommy Hall 

11/10 Kristin L. - Macy S. Brad & Ashley Worthy 

11/17 Cindy M. - Andrea C. Les Londeen with Sean Falconer 

11/24 Brad & Marsha F. - Ezri S. Les Londeen with Douglas Arnold 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

The G6:10 Ministry’s annual “Thanksgiving Baskets” 

project is happening NOW!  

As we do each November, we are again participating in this project 

designed to help us LIVE OUT faith as we move into the Thanksgiving 

season.  

Check out the flyers we’ve made available at Southland for all the specific details on this project.  

NOTE:  Cards are available at the display; take the cards with specific items you are willing to donate (take 
the same number of cards as you are planning to provide).  

You can then return donated items to the table; there is no need to return the cards themselves as the 
number of cards in the basket represents the number of an item we still need to have donated. 

Here are some key dates to keep in mind about our process: 

 Sunday November 10 If you want to distribute a basket - or more - to someone in need this 

Thanksgiving … this is the last day to turn in a form (use the back of the 
available flyers in the alcove to do this). 

 Sunday, November 17 All donations (food and money) need to be returned by this date. 

 Sunday, November 24 Baskets will be ready for distribution after our ENCOUNTER service (it may take 
some time for them to be finalized on that day). We will likely need some 

volunteers to help us donate our remaining baskets to people whose names 

Crosslines has provided for us. 

Our local ministry partners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really 

the only way one of our partners can communicate with 

us. Their location makes any online presence too risky 

from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters 

available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

On page 3, we have highlighted an effort that is part of our Children of Praise production this year. The program 

emphasizes some acts of kindness (the title “C.A.K.E.” stands for Christmas Acts of Kindness Experiment).  

As part of this, the kids are participating in a few such acts themselves; it’s a 

way of reinforcing the point of the program in addition to just being a great 

opportunity for them to learn about serving. They need your help. Please do 

what you can by bringing socks (a specific item that is quite useful) or even 

winter hats … perhaps gloves as well. Sometime in November, there will be a 

box in the alcove of the auditorium to be used as a way of collecting such 

donation items. On the day of the program, these will be taken to a local organization serving those in our 

community who are in need. During this season, these items will be greatly appreciated, especially given the colder 

winter temperatures. 

Please join us in this effort; it’s another great opportunity for us to LIVE OUT faith 

even as we are helping our kids to do the same thing! 

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church … Sunday, Nov. 3 

Many believers around the world today “share our faith, but not our freedom.” Indeed, 

compared to what we experience, there can be constant and far more intense pressure 

facing our brothers and sisters in Christ in different parts of the globe. Especially because 

it involves our fellow citizens in His Kingdom, this is not a problem we can ignore. 

That’s why we participate each year in this special day when we raise awareness, but, 

most importantly, when we pray – expressing our oneness with them as we intercede on 

their behalf. That’s what Sunday, November 3 is all about. We will again devote time to 

this day during our ENCOUNTER time. It will be a time to open our eyes to God’s global Kingdom and express our solidarity in 

Christ with our fellow believers. Part of the value of this day is the way that it can also inspire US to stand firm in whatever 

way we experience difficulties here. Please join us for this special morning. 

Whether you can join us or not, there are additional resources online that can help spur your prayers for the persecuted church. 

Here are some helpful websites to bookmark and consult from time-to-time (you can click directly on the electronic link): 

www.opendoorsusa.org (“World Watch List”) www.persecution.com (“The Voice of the Martyrs”) 

Open Doors has also developed a “Prayer app” that can provide more regular updates (daily) reminding you to pray for the 

persecuted church. It’s easy to find (search for Open Doors prayer app) and download. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.opendoorsusa.org
http://www.persecution.com

