
1 PETER – Living Out Our Identity in Christ 
Amidst a Challenging World 

Mile Marker 2 … “Our Confident Hope in Christ – A 
Promise for the Future that Sustains Us in the Present” 

1 Peter 1:3-12 
 

Introductory Reflection 

Here are the words of a 20th century Swiss theologian on HOPE: 

“What oxygen is to the lungs, such is hope to the meaning of life.” 

Reflect on what those words mean about the value and power of hope: 

 

 

Think about a time when your EXPECTATION for something in the future helped you in the midst 
of a difficult present circumstance (perhaps like a weary church camp sponsor on Tuesday looking 
forward to going home on Friday). Whether a light-hearted example or something more serious, 
how can such an expectation for what is coming sustain us in the midst of challenges? 

 

 

 

How does our confidence level (i.e. that the expectation will become a reality) impact the value 
and power of that “hope” for what is to come? 

 

 

 

In this mile marker, we begin our look at some of the key texts and themes in 1 Peter. As Peter opens 
this letter, remember he has referred to his audience in v. 1 as “elect exiles” – it’s part of our identity 
in Christ. Believers are chosen by God and are living as “foreigners” in their native earthly homeland 
as those who truly belong somewhere else, to a heavenly home. While that has implications for the 
way we go about our lives here-and-now (a key focus in this letter), Peter first addresses this 
foundational theme of HOPE. Whatever we might experience in this life, we have a CONFIDENCE 
and even a CERTAINTY about what is in store for us beyond this life. Indeed, our connection to Jesus 
may make us feel like outsiders in this world, but it reminds us of our permanent home in what is to 
come. If we are going to thrive as God’s people in this world, that vision of our HOPE in Christ is vital! 

MILE 

 

2 
 



As we come to this theme of “HOPE” at the start of 1 Peter, let’s make sure we clarify something 
about the word. For us, in our context, the word “HOPE” is a word we use to talk about our 
preference for a future reality – as in, this is what I would like to see happen. There is not necessarily 
any sense of certainty or confidence; it’s merely our wish (there are several examples of using this 
word in this way). However, in the New Testament especially, our “HOPE” in Christ goes much 
beyond that. It’s not just a preferred future, but a promised future. It’s a HOPE that is guaranteed 
to us by a faithful God made certain because of what He has accomplished for us through Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. As the writer of Hebrews pictures it, it’s an “ANCHOR for our souls” (Heb. 
6:19) – in other words, in Christ, we are counting on something that is certain and secure.  

Again, as Peter writes this letter to “elect exiles” in the 1st century world and to us today, as we go 
about our lives in this world, we need such a CONFIDENT HOPE to sustain us. 

READ 1 Peter 1:3-12 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, He has caused 

us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's 

power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  

6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 

trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith – more precious than gold that perishes though 

it is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. 8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him. Though you do not now see Him, you believe 

in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls. 

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours 

searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was 

indicating when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed 

to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced 

to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things 

into which angels long to look. 

1:3-5 – A New Birth into a Living Hope and Salvation (the focus) 

Peter starts this all off with an expression of PRAISE or BLESSING to God (cf. Ephesians 1:3ff) – it’s a 
way of celebrating and declaring what we have received in Christ. Here, the focus is on the future. 

One of the key ways we describe conversion to Christ is with this language of being “born again” or 
the “new birth” (see John 1:12-13 and John 3:1-6; see also Galatians 4:4-7 for similar imagery of us 
becoming God’s “children”). It’s what happens because of God’s mercy, love and grace. The focus of 
these verses centers around what we’re born into when we come to Christ – both are related to the 
salvation that is still to come for us in Christ:  (1) a LIVING HOPE and (2) a SECURE INHERITANCE. 

Many times, it seems easy for us to think about our faith in God and Christ as something that 
produces present blessings and benefits. Without a doubt, it is good for us to recognize the ways 
that is true. And yet, within the New Testament, there is this clear orientation that clearly recognizes 
what goes beyond this life. While we are already “saved” to one extent in Christ, we are still awaiting 
our eternal salvation that is to come. Indeed, we find the best part of our faith when we look to what 
it promises us regarding the future (see Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 or Philippians 1:21). 
Thankfully, this life isn’t it! 



Why can it be such a challenge for us to remember this FUTURE dimension to our faith in Christ? 

 

 

What is the present value and power (especially amidst challenges) of remembering this FUTURE 
dimension to our faith in Christ? 

 

 

Peter describes it as “a LIVING HOPE” (remember this sense of “CONFIDENCE” that is part of our 
HOPE because His resurrection guarantees ours!) – reflect on what Peter means by this phrase? 

 

 

  

Then, Peter uses language of an “INHERITANCE,” an idea that connects with a “new birth” (we are 
God’s children). How does this language emphasize what God has waiting for us in Christ? 

 

 

Write down what each of these words/phrases means about our inheritance: 

“IMPERISHABLE” 
 

“UNDEFILED/ 
INCORRUPTIBLE” 

 

“UNFADING” 
 

“KEPT IN HEAVEN 
FOR YOU” 

 

 

All together, what is the powerful reminder for us about the security of the inheritance that 
is ours in Christ (consider how that contrasts to any such earthly investment for the future!)? 

 

 

1:6-9 – Joy, Even amidst Trials 

However much we celebrate such a glorious future in Christ, the reality is that we experience TRIALS 
here-and-now (notice how Peter’s language in v. 7 makes this applicable to trouble in whatever form 
we might experience it). The Good News of Jesus is so good that a perspective that embraces this 
future to our faith can produce JOY in us even amidst these trials we experience! 



God’s Word does not shy away from the fact that we will experience difficulties in this world; in fact, 
if anything, it tells us to expect trouble (see John 16:33a), even and especially because of our 
connection to Jesus. How does expecting that reality better equip us to deal with it? 

 

 

What are some experiences that you have had in your past that have caused you some challenges 
on your faith journey? 

 

 

 

If they are far enough in the past, how do the words from verse 7 describe your experience – that 
is, how did they help to test and strengthen your faith (see also James 1:2-4 for why we can have 
joy in the midst of trials)? 

 

 

What does it mean for us to be able to have JOY (see v. 6 and v. 8 where it’s amplified:  “rejoice 
with joy that is inexpressible!”) even in the midst of these various trials? How does that depend on 
the CONFIDENT HOPE we have in Christ? 

 

 

1:10-12 – What God’s People Have Been Waiting For 

These verses continue the celebration of salvation. They remind us that what we now are privileged 
to experience in Christ is what God’s people of old had been waiting for. Without a doubt, what has 
become available through Jesus’ death and resurrection is the essence of Good News! 

Concluding Thoughts and Application 

What is your takeaway from 1 Peter 1:3-12 – how does this confident hope for the future 
practically apply to your journey as a follower of Jesus as an “elect exile” in this world? 

 

 
 

How does remembering the confident hope we have in Christ strengthen us to respond more with 
joy to trials and adversity we experience along the journey? 


