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Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 

What’s Inside: 
 

2-4 Southland FAMILY News  

5-6 Southland’s 2022 Graduates 

7-8 Other Info. + What’s Happening 

at SCC (includes calendar) 

9 What MATTers to Me 
10-11 ”Southland KIDS” 
11-13 les’ latest with ms/hs 

(and Group huddle) news 

14 Encounter 

15 Connect 

15 Grow Deep 

16-17 Build Up  (serving schedule) 

17-18   Live Out  

We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine in early June. 

Our 2022 “LIVE OUT: 
Service Day” is 

Sunday, May 1. 
REMINDER:  start time of  9am for worship! 

Another graduation season is here! 
As with any church family, we want to recognize those within the Southland 
family who are 2022 graduates. It’s an important milestone that we want to 
celebrate with them. In addition to a display in the foyer, we have highlighted 

our high school graduates on pages 5-6 (college grads are on page 4). 

The annual youth yard sale is 
May 6-7 (Friday & Saturday)! 

7am-4pm on Friday 
7am-3pm 

on Saturday 

See page 2 for  
details about last-
minute donations 

and more. 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
Important UPCOMING EVENTS in the life of the Southland family: 
Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we’ve continued to share about several key upcoming 
events in the life of the Southland family - some of them are not until later this Summer, but it’s 
good to have them in front of you even now. While there is much more information on the pages 
that follow, we want to make sure we highlight them here in one spot so that they’re not missed: 

Our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” is Sunday, May 1. This annual tradition has 
become a favorite day for us within the Southland family. It’s a great day as 
SERVING becomes our intentional focus church-wide. We adjust the schedule of 
the morning so we can go out into our community to show love through 
practical action (worship at 9am - remember the different start time - before 
leaving to serve). Make sure you wear your special t-shirt designed for the day. 

Each Summer, our high school students take a trip to the “MOVE” Conference, 
part of the ministry of CIY. It is a costly trip, and part of how the broader 
Southland family can support our young people is through the annual 
YOUTH YARD SALE. The dates for this year’s sale are May 6 and 7. 

Sale details:  it runs from 7am to 4pm on Friday, then 7am to 3pm on Saturday. 

Those who are attending the MOVE conference (and any others who want to volunteer) 
need to check out the shift options Les has listed on page 13. You can sign-up for these 

shifts at the display in the foyer. 

The yard sale is the big fundraising event for our students attending MOVE. Les has been 
accepting donations for the sale from the Southland family. Obviously, such donations are crucial 
to making the yard sale a successful endeavor, so we encourage you to help. The last day for 
bringing donations is Wednesday, May 4. Of course, a big “thank you!” to those who have 
already donated items; we appreciate your support of our young people and their “MOVE” trip.  

We have set the date for our annual Southland FAMILY Picnic: 
Sunday, June 25 (later afternoon/evening). We looked at some 
alternate locations due to the construction in that area, but in 
the end, we decided to keep this event at Living Memorial Park 
in southeast Springfield. Overall, the picnic offers an 

opportunity to come together as a Southland family as we enjoy a meal and some time with 
others in a relaxed environment. We will communicate more details - including specifics of what 
we need people to bring - in the next edition of “The Vine.” 

Mark your calendars for Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28; it’s our 
2022 VBS - “MYSTERY ISLAND.” Each Summer, this is a key event in our church 
family. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for kids to learn (this year’s theme is 
about God and His attributes as our amazing Creator and Father in heaven 
who loves us), it’s also a great way for us to grow as we work together!  

To register your child(ren) or to volunteer, check out this website specifically designed for us: 
https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/ (scroll down to find the “volunteer” link). 

As a reminder, Jessica is hosting a donuts and coffee meeting on Sunday, May 15 at 
8:30am for all VBS volunteers (no matter what your role, we ask that you be there). 

https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/
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Important UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.): 
MEXICO Mission Trip … July 30- August 6 (a Saturday to a Saturday), Rick is 
leading a trip to Anapra, Mexico with Casas por Cristo. The work of planning 
has to start now for this kind of trip to come together; talk to Rick if you are 
interested in going but missed the earlier informational meeting. 

Our 2022 “FLOURISH” gathering is set for August 28 at 5pm … each year, it’s an important 
evening together for our church family. This event provides a time when we can reflect on what 
has happened in the past ministry year and prepare for where God is leading us as we move 
ahead. For now, we ask that you mark down the date and plan to join us; as always, a delicious 
dinner will be served.  

A “THANK YOU” Note 
In response to how we’ve shown care and concern in various situations, 
we at times receive cards, notes, etc. expressing gratitude to the SCC 
family. Since there is not a great place to display these cards, we share 
them with you here in this section of “The Vine.” 

NOTE: We received the following note from Bob & Liz Wood (Ashley Worthy’s parents for 
those who didn’t know that connection). 

“Dear Southland Family … Please know how thankful we are for your prayers and support, 
your hugs and for the beautiful cards we have received these past weeks. The Lord showed His 
love for us through each of you. We are so blessed to have such caring friends and family. 
Thank you for preparing the family lunch after Brad’s service - it was so appreciated. We love 
each of you. God bless!” - Bob and Liz Wood 

About Our Upcoming Auditorium Renovation ... 
We’ve been communicating about this project that will be unfolding in the 
upcoming months. We are using this space to share information with the 
Southland family about where we are in the process. Feel free to check out 
previous editions of “The Vine” electronically for more background.  

We have now received bids for various parts of this project (i.e. carpeting, addressing the sound 
panel situation for better coverage/improve aesthetics, painting, etc.), and we are on track to see 
this work happen during the upcoming Summer months. We’ll let you know more specifics as 
details get nailed down. We are certainly looking forward to the end result of this process! 

Memorial Gift Donations ... Southland was graciously chosen as the 
recipient for memorial gifts given after two of our church family members 
passed away recently: Jerry Doty back in October and Brad Worthy in March. 
We were able to use the gifts given in Jerry’s memory to upgrade our tables for 
the Fellowship Hall (the newer gray ones). We also had some excess from that 
project that was used to purchase a bench that will be located out in the playground area; be 
looking for that sometime in May. We have not yet identified the specific use of the gifts given in 
Brad’s memory. We are grateful for this way to honor the memory of both of these men as 
important parts of our church family. 
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Southland’s 2022 college (and beyond) graduates: 
Part of what we do each year is celebrate our graduates - after all, it’s 
part of what any FAMILY does! The pomp and circumstance of this 
2022 graduate season means the completion of post-secondary degrees 
for several in our church family … certainly more than any single time 
in the past. Here is a list of these individuals with their degrees: 

Timothy Cobb - a Master of Arts in Education from Truman State University  

Ashley Deckard - a Bachelor of Music in Music Education with a Minor in Piano and 
Clarinet from the University of Missouri 

Kaitlyn Graves - a Bachelor of Science in Cybersecurity from Missouri State University 

Rachel Graves - an Associate of Arts in Animal Science from Ozarks Technical College 

Kayla Gray - a Bachelor of Arts in English with a Minor in Film from Lipscomb 
University 

Abi Hoenshell - a Bachelor of Arts in Early Childhood and Elementary Education from 
Evangel University 

Anna Martin - a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology with a Minor in Spanish from Southwest 
Baptist University 

Jacob Robbins - a Bachelor of Arts in Biblical and Theological Studies with a Minor in 
Theatre from College of the Ozarks 

We congratulate these individuals on the completion of these degrees!! 

See the next two pages for our 2022 Southland high school graduates. 

We have increased our usage of “Church Center: PEOPLE” within the Southland 
FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that those who have 
signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password (access it here: https://
people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also available through an app called 

“Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for us to maintain connections with others in the Southland 
family. It also allows you to manage all of your contact information. 

Here’s another useful piece of the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center: it offers a 
valuable communication tool through its e-mail platform. We are able to send 
messages to the full lists we’ve created (again, you can manage your account and 
control if you don’t want things sent to a specific address). We are now using this exclusively so 
that all of our family-wide e-mail communications are coming from here. 

An Update Regarding Southland Leadership 
Within the life of the Southland FAMILY, the leadership role of elders is one that has great significance. In 
God’s design for the church, elders have a role as shepherds and leaders to care for the spiritual health and well
-being of the church FAMILY. Each year during the Summer months, we go through a process designed to help 
us identify potential new elders to serve in this capacity within our church family. So you know, this begins in 
June (we will share more details in the next edition of “The Vine”). Throughout this process, we will be using 
space here to communicate information about how it works and to keep you updated regarding our progress.  

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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Congratulations, 2022 Southland Graduates! 

Andrew Arnold (Kickapoo H.S.) 

Below, we have highlighted our 2022 high school graduates (NOTE:  some of these 

graduates are connected to Southland through our youth group - Sunday evening Group 

Huddle). We have provided a picture for each of our high school graduates as well as 

identifying their schools. See page 4 for a list of our 2022 college grads. 

Brandon Faulkner (Ozark H.S.) 

Liz Kilgo (Kickapoo H.S.) Kenshin Johnson (Kickapoo H.S.) 
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2022 Southland Graduates (continued) 

Jessica McAnally (Kickapoo H.S.) Jeremiah Simpson (Kickapoo H.S.) 

Kelsey Swadley (Willard H.S.) 

As in years past, during this graduation season, part of how we recognize these students is through a 

display in the foyer. (The youth group does their own graduate recognition as well at one of their Group 

Huddle nights.) We also are briefly acknowledging our graduates during our ENCOUNTER worship 

service on Sunday, May 15. 
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Other general  Reminders  &  Info 

We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be 

accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app. Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. In addition to regular giving, this can be used for other purposes like payment of 

fees (e.g. payments for MOVE Conference or camp, etc.). We do ask that you cover any charges, 

especially when using this platform to make some type of payment. There is certainly no requirement 

to use this tool, but we are grateful to have it available for those who choose to use it. 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For April 2022 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME:  April tithe = $28,409 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,102 

25  

Fiscal year-to-date (September 2021 onward - through the end of April 2022), our tithe is $261,859 for an 
average of a little over $7,935 … at this point, this projects to a little over $412,600 annually. 

Our projected need for this year is up in the $470,000 range. That is up from last fiscal year’s budget as 

well as the total actual tithe. That budget factors in all of our current staffing, increases in utilities, 

overall increases in costs due to inflation, etc. We did enter this ministry year in a healthy place 

financially. We continue to pay attention to our financial situation and make any necessary expense-

related adjustments along the way. There are some areas that have more flexibility in this regard.  

Of course, as always, we encourage you to be faithful in your giving to the work of Christ at and through 

Southland - as an act of stewardship, gratitude and ongoing trust in God’s provision. Paul lays out some 
key principles for this in 2 Corinthians 8-9. Without question, this is a key part (and privilege!) of 

belonging to a church family. Thank you to those who continue to make this a priority. 

Southland Women 

We have not included a page specifically for our Southland women’s ministry for this month. At this point, WSA 
(Ladies’ Bible Study) and BTG are wrapping-up for this ministry year. Beyond that, this edition of “The Vine” has 
plenty of material as it is. We’ll return with this page as normal in the June 2022 Vine. 

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to RightNow Media, an 

exciting ministry tool that we have available here at Southland. 

RightNow Media gives us digital access to a vast digital library 

of Biblical content through online video streaming. 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland can 

have his or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an online 

connection (via smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t yet, please send 

a request via e-mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you get set-up. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

These are the “extra” events and activities that are happening 

in addition to all of our normal ministry programming. 

Sunday, May 1 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (see page 17) - a special day in the 

Southland family where we focus on living out an active love through service; on this day, we 

have a briefer ENCOUNTER service at 9am followed by serving in the community. 

Sunday, May 1 … the end-of-semester Group Huddle event from 6-9pm (see p. 12) for details. 

Friday, May 6 … the Pregnancy Care Center’s annual banquet; for information, see page 18. 

Friday, May 6 and Saturday, May 7 ... the annual youth yard sale; see page 2 for details about 

donating items for this fundraiser. 

Saturday, May 7 … Christian Campus House’s annual banquet; for information, see page 18. 

Sunday, May 8 … “Happy Mother’s Day!” In keeping with the belief that God is 

the Designer of life and the family, it’s certainly appropriate on this day to 

express our appreciation for all mothers, especially those who show us His love. 

Sunday, May 15 … Jessica is having a meeting at 8:30am for all VBS volunteers; donuts and 

coffee will be served (see p. 2 for more general VBS information). 

Sunday, June 5 … “Promotion Sunday 2021” (see p. 11 for more on this). 

Saturday, June 25 … women’s brunch at 10am; more details to follow. 

Sunday, June 26 … a our annual church family picnic at 5pm. 

A few dates for down the road: 

 Various dates in June … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see page 11). 

 July 10-16 ... the high school MOVE conference. 

 Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28 ... “Mystery Island,” our 2022 VBS. 

 Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 … a mission trip to Anapra, Mexico. 

 Sunday, August 28 … FLOURISH 2022, an annual gathering for the Southland family 

 where we share a delicious meal and reflect on how God is at work here. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 

Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School for all kids and youth). See page 15 for details 

about what’s happening in this area of our ministry - not meeting on May 1 or 29. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am (note: 9am on 5/1!!) … our ENCOUNTER service 

- the time when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join 

us “in person” or online via the live stream. See page 14. 

As we enter the month of May, Group Huddle on Sunday nights, Wednesday evening 

CULTIVATE and Thursday morning Bible Study (WSA) are all on break for the Summer. These 

will all resume in our new ministry year (late August or early September). 
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What MATTers to me … 
We talk a lot about people’s PRIORITIES. It’s what matters to people - what is most 
important or at the top of a list. Priority boarding with an airline means you get on the 
plane first, not whenever your row is called. For a company to say that “Safety is our 
top priority” means that it matters most. If someone’s priorities are out-of-whack, it 
means that less important things are taking the place of more important things. Here’s 
the deal when it comes to priorities: in the end, you can identify people’s priorities not 
by what they say is important, but what their lives actually show. The same is certainly true in our lives too: no 
matter how much we talk, in the end, it’s in our actions that are true priorities - what really matters most to us - 
are revealed. 

As we read throughout God’s Word, our faith in Him should be evident in a number of ways: by the way we treat 
others (i.e. love), by the new perspective we have on life, by the values we live by … and yes, even by the new 
PRIORITIES we live with because of our faith in Him. It’s what Jesus means when He instructs us to “seek first 
His Kingdom and His righteousness” in Matthew 6:33. For that pursuit to be “first” means it’s to be a priority. 
Instead of anything else we could chase after, the things of God’s Kingdom are to be our goal. On a practical 
level, instead of being focused only or primarily on the things of this world, we are to care about eternal/spiritual 
realities. It’s what Paul instructs in Colossians 3:1-4 - because we now have this new life in Christ, what matters 
most in our lives is much different. 

There are all kinds of ways such a priority might be obvious in our lives. What we care about should shift. What 
we devote our time to should be different. The things we talk about as being important in our lives should be 
impacted. Likewise, how we use our money should be influenced by this priority; it’s what Jesus means when He 
commands us to “store up treasures in Heaven” (Matthew 6:19; see also 1 Timothy 6:17-19). We invest in realities 
that are spiritual and eternal, not just earthly. Amidst all of those ways such a priority might be expressed, I want 
to reflect on one specific way here in this space for this edition of the Vine. Having right spiritual/eternal 
priorities should be obvious through our PRAYER life.  

As we wrapped-up our D-Group journey through Colossians on April 27, my group had a great discussion about 
prayer based on what we read from Paul in Colossians 4:2-4. Up front, we should notice how he instructs us to 
“devote ourselves” to prayer - in other words, it’s to be a priority in our lives of faith, something we give 
attention to and focus on as a foundational expression of our faith. But, even more than that, here’s what is so 
striking to me from Paul’s words: as he requests prayer from these fellow believers, his priority is not for a 
change in his circumstances (he’s in prison as he writes), but for something far more spiritual/eternal: that God 
would enable him to speak the message of Jesus clearly! In verse 18, he asks that they would “remember his 
chains,” but even then, it’s not the specific prayer request he mentions. 

I’m convicted by the contrast: while our prayers are so often focused on earthly, circumstantial outcomes, Paul’s 
prayers were regularly focused on such a different level - for spiritual growth, for effective mission/witness, for 
endurance, etc. In fact, we see this kind of emphasis throughout his letters. Time after time (e.g. see Philippians 
1:9-11 or Colossians 1:9ff), he prays on behalf of his readers in a way that goes far beyond the physical or 
temporal/earthly. It seems there’s an important reminder for us in what Paul demonstrates. Maybe, just maybe, we 
could use the reminder that a life of faith in Christ leads us to a much different set of priorities. Don’t get me 
wrong, there’s plenty in God’s Word to suggest that He cares about our circumstances; but, have we come to the 
point where perhaps that’s all we seem to care about … even at the expense of the spiritual/eternal?  

My encouragement would be this: reflect on the priorities being expressed in your prayers, and then, make it a 
priority to pray beyond just the earthly realities. Pray for healing … and, at the same time, pray that God’s Spirit 
would encourage the heart of the one who is sick, helping them to keep their trust in Him. Pray for that hard 
circumstance … and, at the same time, pray that God would help you grow and shine His light however long it is 
until things change. In every situation, may we be expressing the true priorities of our faith as we pray. 
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what is happening for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time every week. 

 (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time (typically after the Lord’s Supper and prayer time). 

“Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal throughout May except for Sunday, May 1. 
That is our “LIVE OUT: Service Day” with a briefer service at 9am; grade school kids 

remain with their families for this day. 

Starting May 8, we are using a study called “How to be a Superhero!” 
Sometimes superheroes do great things. Other times it’s the little 
things that make them super. Big and small things add up to a life that 
honors God and allows us to do some super things for others. Kids will 
learn that small acts done for Jesus can lead to a super life and they'll 
learn how to make life super for others. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer 
to provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so 
please check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Regular Sunday School classes are meeting for all ages of kids at 
9:15am each week - in addition to nursery for our youngest ones, we 
have a pre-K class, a class for students in K - 2nd grade and a class for 
students in 3rd

 - 5th grades. NOTE: No Sunday School May 1 or May 29. 

Our 2022 Vacation Bible School (see page 2 for more VBS info):  

Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28 (6-8:30 each evening)  

Our VBS is for kids age 4 through 5 

th grade with a special session 
for middle school students as well. 

Our VBS home page: https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/ 

To register: https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/register/ 

https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/
https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/register/
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Some Info Applicable to Kids and Youth 
At the beginning of each June, we “promote” our young people to their 
next grade level in our ministries for kids/youth at Southland. As soon 
as one school year ends, they go ahead and mentally advance 
themselves; so, we do too! This year, it will be Sunday, June 5. This 
applies to all of our normal ministries, special summer activities (e.g. 
camp, VBS, etc.) and beyond. 

While all of our students move up to the next grade, it doesn’t necessarily mean something 
changes for every grade level. We will share the specific impacts in the next edition of 

“The Vine.”  

Summer Camp 2022 Reminders and Details 
We’re excited about and looking forward to the 2022 camp season at 

Maranatha Bible Camp. It is certainly fast approaching and is always a 

highlight of the Summer for our young people. In past editions of “The 

Vine,” we’ve been sharing the dates and provided you with registration 

instructions. We don’t need to include all of those details again, but just to 

make sure you have them, they are listed below. 

Here again are the sessions and dates Southland is attending: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year! 

The camp’s REGISTRATION website (let us know if you need assistance registering): 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/?ReturnUrl=%2fHome%2fLanding  
(if viewing “The Vine” electronically, you can click directly on the link) 

A note about camp scholarships: based on registrations we have at our deadline (this year, it’s 
5/1), we go through our process of determining the funds we have available to help families 
send their kids to camp. We provide these for anyone attending Maranatha through 
Southland; we believe that this is a great way to help support both our families and the 
camp. Invoices showing your family’s balance due should arrive sometime in early May. Please 
pay this amount by mid-May as that’s our deadline for getting payment sent on to 
Maranatha. You have two payment options: either by check (make sure it’s made out to 
Southland) or using “Tithe.ly” - https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996 - and selecting the “camp 
payment” option (please remember to cover the fees if you are using this form of payment). 

In next month’s edition of “The Vine,” we’ll share details about specific departure/arrival 
times, packing lists, etc. as we move toward our 2022 camp sessions. 

Camp Session (ages/grades)* Dates (days of the week) 

Beginner Camp (K-1st) June 11 (Saturday) 

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) June 16-18 (Thursday through Saturday) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp June 12-15 (Sunday through Wednesday) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) June 19-24 (Sunday through Friday) 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/?ReturnUrl=%2fHome%2fLanding
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Les’ latest  
Congratulations, graduates! In just a few short days, you’ll step onto a stage and 

receive your diploma, then two big things will be happening for you. First, you’ll be 

marking a significant accomplishment on thirteen years of work and dedication; and 

second, you’ll be closing one chapter of your life and opening a whole new one. But 

what happens after graduation? That is the golden question. 

Many times we feel like we are stumbling through the dark, just trying to find our way to the end. 

After graduation, it is as if the light at the end of the tunnel is too far away, and we are just 

running into walls and tripping over rocks. But, God has a plan for us and it is more extravagant 

than we could even imagine. He knows each step we will take before we take them and what we 

will experience before we experience them. However, we often feel it would be nice if He could 

send us a heads-up about what is to come or even just a little sneak peek. 

Many times we only have a thirty-second trailer of what’s to come. We know enough to get us 

going and the basis of what is happening, but other than that we are blind. God, on the other 

hand, knows the whole movie. He knows the beginning, middle, end and all the plot twists in 

between. He knows the exact time we will fall ... and the moment we will get back up.  

Why doesn’t He let us see the whole picture? Well, if we knew the whole movie of our lives, 

would we want to go forward? Or would we ask to bypass a few of the hardships and take the 

easy route to get to where we want to go? Would we even like His plan at that moment, before 

we had even started the journey? God knows us better than anyone, and if we didn ’t experience 

His path for us, we wouldn’t end up where He knows we would want to be. 

God sees the whole puzzle put together, while we see only a little piece. Paul writes to the Church 

in Corinth, “For we live by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). Walk by faith, and see where 

God leads you. Who knows … that may include changing a major, job, position, city or state.  

Whatever it is, know that God loves you and desires to be part of your big plans.  

GROUP HUDDLE NEWs 

Besides the end-of-semester bash on May 1 (see below), Group Huddle is all done for 
this semester. After a break for the Summer, we’ll resume with a kick-off event 

sometime during the month of August.   

End-of-Semester Group Huddle Bash:  Sunday, May 1 

We wrap-up this Group Huddle semester/year with miniature 

golf. It’s an opportunity to walk from hole-to-hole pretending 

your putter is a fancy cane.  

We’ll leave the church at 6pm and return at 9pm. 

Make sure you eat dinner before you arrive, but bring 
money to enjoy a treat from Andy’s frozen custard! 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS:  over $1,530 raised!! 

The first $1,000 of this went to Team Expansion in Eastern Europe. Since then, money is being 

raised to support Casas por Cristo in Mexico. Way to go kids and youth! 
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2022 “MOVE” Conference 
July 10-16 at the University of Nebraska (in Lincoln) 

The 2022 “Youth Yard Sale” is Friday, May 6 and Saturday, May 7. As a 

fundraiser, all kids going to the “MOVE” Conference need to work a shift (or work 

out other arrangements with Les). Of course, even beyond students, parents are 

obviously welcome to come and help as well. 

Here are the shifts that are available (there is a sign-up sheet in the foyer at church; please use that 

to let us know when you’re coming to help): 

 Sorting clothing pre-sale - Tuesday, May 3 from 10am to 2:30pm … Wednesday, May 4 

 from 10am to 2pm … Thursday, May 5 from 6-9pm. 

 Yard sale shifts - on Friday = 7-9:30am, 9:30am to noon, noon to 2:30pm and 2:30-4pm … 

 on Saturday, May 7 = 7-9:30am, 9:30am to noon, noon to 2:30pm and 2:30-4:30pm. 

After yard sale fundraiser money is factored-in, final balances will be figured and 
communicated to parents (including a due date for that). 

for MIDDLE School and high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (now starting at 9:15am): We have separate Sunday School classes for our 

middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the high school 

class meets in Room #6. Sunday School classes are not meeting May 1 or May 29. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE is finished for this school/ministry year; April 27 was the 

last night. We’ll resume sometime around the end of August or early September. 

“To Infinity and Beyond!” - a MOVIE NIGHT on Wednesday, June 29 … be 

watching for more details about this event. 

for high school students 

Specifically for MIDDLE School … 
For next year’s middle school students and parents … check out the 

information about the 2022 camp season at Maranatha Bible Camp (page 11). 

There are sessions for our young people up through middle school. 

Also, just a reminder that Les hosts activities for our middle school youth during VBS (those going 

into 6th-8th grades next school year) - 6-8:30pm, July 25-28. To help us plan, we ask that you 
use the same registration link provided on page 10; we use this for middle school 
students as well. 

Graduation Recognition for our 2022 seniors …  

In addition to the Group Huddle recognition that happened on April 27, we 

are highlighting our 2022 graduates in this edition of the “The Vine” (see 

pages 5-6). There is also a display in the foyer around graduation season. 
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Our Upcoming ENCOUNTER Schedule … Preaching and Beyond 

Sunday, May 1 (“LIVE OUT: Service Day”) - this day includes a briefer ENCOUNTER service at 
9am instead of the normal 10:30am start time (make sure you note the special start time for this 
day only) before we go out to serve in our community. Grade school students will remain with their 
families again on 5/1 as well. 

Beyond May 1, the May preaching calendar will be more of a “potpourri” (independent topics from week-to-week). 

For this Summer (starting date likely in early June), we are going to be in a series we’re calling 
“You’ve Got Questions.” We used this grid back in 2017 and are coming back to it again this 
year. In this series, what will unite the various sermons together is this common feature: we’re 
looking at answers from God’s Word to YOUR specific questions.  

Sometime in May, there will be a display in the auditorium where you can submit questions to be considered. The best 
questions for this series will go something like this: How would God’s Word instruct us to respond to _____ (a 
specific life circumstance)?” or “What does God’s Word say about ____?” or even “Why does God’s Word teach that 
_____?” With each question selected, our goal will be to package the Biblical content available in the most effective 
way. There is obviously no guarantee that every question will be used. As we select questions, we will be limited by the 
number of weeks we have available (the series will run through sometime towards the end of July). Just remember, 
along the way in such a series, “You - or someone, anyway - asked for it   !”  

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 
As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of our worship team (e.g. vocally, instrumentally or 

even with the tech/audio-visual team), please reach out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We 

continue to welcome more volunteers! 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, we do value this option. If health challenges make it tough for you to be with 

us, you can stay connected to your church family this way. Likewise, especially as we move 

toward Summer when you might be gone more, we encourage you to stay connected in this 

way if you cannot attend in-person. 

The live stream also means that past services remain available on our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland … they should be accessible here even 

without an account). If you missed a week and want to catch-up, you can do so there.  

Please remember that technological challenges do occasionally occur. Hopefully, we 

have reached a good spot with this, but it’s simply not 100% reliable. We continue to 

strive to make the live stream available with good video and clear. balanced audio. 

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all about - a small group relational context for reflecting on 

God’s Word and praying together.  These are a great place to get connected with others in the Southland family. 

Here are the groups that we currently have meeting on Sunday mornings at 9:15am, including through Summer 

2022 (we do have Sunday School classes for all ages of kids and youth at this time as well):  

(1) The “LAUNCH” group for college-age and young adults 

(2) In the Great Room, a group for those previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who 

still have kids in the house ... meetings as one group for now  

(3) In the Fellowship Hall, a group for those previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at Last - those 

who are nearing or at retirement age ... again, meeting as one group for now 

Here is the 9:15am schedule for the upcoming weeks: 

Sunday, May 1 (LIVE OUT: Service Day) - no 9:15am ministry programming this day; ENCOUNTER at 9am 

Sundays, May 8, 15 and 22 - meeting sa normal 

Sunday, May 29 (Memorial Day weekend) - no normal 9:15am ministry programming for this day 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

Thanks to all who helped make this year happen: from all of our D-Group facilitators, to those who 

worked with our young people (i.e. Jessica, Les, the C.O.P. team, etc.), to those who helped with meal 

prep/clean-up (i.e. Kristie and her helpers). Our church family certainly missed this Wednesday night 

opportunity during the season impacted by COVID. It was great to be back to it this past year - a 

weekly time for fellowship, Bible study and simply being together as a church FAMILY! 

A note about NEXT YEAR … we’ve already done some planning for D-Groups/

CULTIVATE starting in late August or early September. Back in 2019-2020, we used a 

book called Core 52 - a look at a variety of key themes from God’s Word (52 of them, in 

fact). There is now a companion book called Quest 52 - 52 sessions specifically 

focused on Jesus and our pursuit of Him (i.e. discipleship). Our plan is to use this book 

as we did with Core 52; we’ll obviously share more as that gets closer. 
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

We use this space to share some specific ways we need volunteers. Just like any FAMILY, we 

function as we do because of the willing-hearted servants who choose to embrace opportunities 

to BUILD UP others through serving. 

At this point, there are not any ongoing specific areas of service to highlight where we have a 

current need for volunteers (although, see below for two related to the upcoming season). Of 

course, there are several more regular ways where you can get involved; and we encourage 

you to do so. See the blue flyer at the display by the Welcome Center for more details about 

volunteer opportunities. Let the staff team know if there are ways you are willing and wanting 

to get involved in serving.  

Two Specific Opportunities: 

We’re finally seeing evidence of Spring’s arrival and with that 

comes mowing season. Each year, we need help with mowing, 

etc. Be looking in the next few weeks for how you can volunteer to 

serve as part of this team. 

Preparations for our 2022 “Mystery Island” are being made. There are 2 specific ways 

you can participate:  

1. We need help with donations. In late-May, we’ll have a VBS 

display in the foyer with items we’re requesting (i.e. materials, 

props/décor, food supplies, etc.). If you are unable to be 

present and helping during VBS, this is a great way to help. 

2. We need several volunteers. Many hands are required to pull 

off a VBS session. If you are willing and available during the 

evenings (6-8:30pm) on July 25-28, we can certainly use you! To volunteer, use this 

link: https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/volunteer/. See page 2 

for details about a meeting for all VBS volunteers on Sunday, May 15. 

Here are some specific areas where we are needing volunteers: pre-K/K crafts leader, 

pre-K/K helper, team/crew leaders and assistants, game station leader and helper, 

snack leader and helper, decorating team and registration team. 

These are great ways you can help with VBS. It takes all of us working together to make 

such an event happen for our kids! 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does 

its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 

https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/volunteer/
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

5/1 No Kid ENCOUNTER on this day Anna M./Harmony M. (combined at 9am) 

5/8 Jenelle S. Kristin L. + Smith girls Andy & Donna Lillard 

5/15 Julie B. Amanda B. Dylan & Jessica Young 

5/22 Melissa W. Amanda M. Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

5/29 Cheryl M. (10:30 only) Cindy M./Andrea C. Stefani Hall 

SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for May 2022 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Serving Team Leader 

5/1 
Ben & Debbie Jennings (9am) 

T.B.A. - “LIVE OUT: Service Day” 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

5/8 
Brad & Marsha Foster 

Great Room Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

5/15 
Ernie & Charlotte Emmerton 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

5/22 
AJ & Terra Gegg 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

5/29 
Bob & Liz Wood 

Great Room Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

It’s a day for an intentional, church-wide focus on SERVICE - living out an active love. We meet 
at 9am for a briefer ENCOUNTER (please note this time change!). We then leave to serve in 

various projects around our community. We have communicated much about the day, including 

the projects we’ve organized (see the sign-up sheets). Even if you just show-up that morning 

not knowing where/how you are going to serve, we’ll make sure you get connected to a 

project. We look forward to how God is going to again use us and this day to be a blessing to 

others! Remember to wear your Southland “LOVE OUT LOUD” t-shirt and jeans for the day. 
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available in the auditorium (by the 

map). This is really the only way one of our partners can communicate 

with us. Their location makes any online presence too risky from a 

security standpoint. We do regularly make their newsletters available 

as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

A REMINDER - a way to bless children in Guatemala through Life of Hope: In case you are not aware and are 

interested, this ministry does offer a child sponsorship program; for $30/month, you can support a child 

through their work. Southland people already sponsor several children through this program. Participating 

in such a program to support a child is a great thing to do … and doing it through trusted partners like we 

have with Life of Hope is a great way to do it! For more details and/or to sign-up, check out their website 

(click on the “Child Sponsorship” tab). 

An upcoming mission trip opportunity: Plans are in the works for another mission 

trip to the Anapra, Mexico area this Summer with Casas por Cristo. 

 The trip will be Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 

 Rick hosted a brief informational meeting back in early February to share 

more details about the trip (e.g. cost, deposit due date as well as other 

specifics) and answer any questions. If you didn’t attend and are interested 
in participating in the 2022 trip, please talk to him soon for details. 

Also, so you’re aware, we are in conversation with Life of Hope about another Guatemala trip sometime in 
March 2023 as well (that’s less than a year away!); we’ll share more details as it’s appropriate. 

Christian Campus House is also hosting their annual banquet that same weekend … 

Saturday, May 7 - 6:30pm at Glendale Christian Church. The evening involves a meal, 

hearing testimonies by students and celebrating another year of ministry at CCH. 

RSVP’s needed to be made directly with CCH by calling 417-862-8080 or e-mailing 
info@cchonthe.net (4/29 was the official deadline for this). 

Each year, the Pregnancy Care Center hosts an annual fundraiser banquet. 

This year, it is going to be held on Friday, May 6. Southland is again 

hosting a table as part of our partnership and as a way of supporting the PCC’s ministry. It’s a way we can encourage 

the SCC family to participate in this event. We currently are filled-up, but let Rick know if you are interested in 

participating so we can contact you if a spot opens up. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

