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Our 2021 “LIVE OUT: Service Day” 
is Sunday, May 2. 

Another graduation season is here! 
As with any church family, we want to recognize those within the 

Southland family who are 2021 graduates. It’s an important 

milestone that we want to celebrate with them. 

In addition to a display in the foyer, we have highlighted our high 
school graduates (names and pictures) on pages 5-6. 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
More than any other month, April 2021 has brought about a greater and 
greater sense of “normal” within the Southland FAMILY. That seems to be 
the case in so many other aspects of life as well. We’re getting there, for 
sure! That includes resuming so much of what we have traditionally done 
together as part of our church life. That includes much of our planning for 
May (e.g. with “LIVE OUT: Service Day”) and on into the Summer months.  

As we are returning to normal and more people are re-joining us on Sunday mornings, it’s a good 
time to provide a reminder of where things are.  

 At this point, we are no longer under specific capacity restrictions (though we do continue 
to strive for a sense of appropriate spacing as much as possible during this season).  

 We are, however, still covered by the masking ordinance from the city of Springfield. You 
can find the specific details of that online.  

 Of course, even as we are resuming so much of our FAMILY life and ministry, there are 
other aspects of our church life that are not exactly the way they were before (e.g. how we 
are serving communion, how we are collecting offering, continuing to offer the LIVE 
STREAM, etc.).  

As we have all along, we are continuing to strive for the right balance. We want to make sure 
that what we are doing is safe/healthy/wise. At the same time, we want to remain focused on 
carrying-out the ministry and mission of Southland, within our church family and beyond. May 
His blessings be upon us as we continue to carry-out His work of ministry here within and through 
the Southland FAMILY! 

Especially in the midst of this season, it continues to be increasingly important for us to make 
sure we have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. 
That’s all the more true as we keep making adjustments.  

On Facebook, we have a general public page, but also a more internal group called 
“The Southland Scoop.” We use this for more ongoing updates to our church family. 
If you’re not connected to this, find the page and request to be a member.  

We also use e-mail as a main means of communication (e.g. prayer requests and 
other updates); please make sure we have your best address. One of the best ways 
you can do this is by using our new online platform; see the next page for details. 

Upcoming Events in the Southland FAMILY : 
Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we’ve shared about several key upcoming events in the life 
of the Southland family. While there is much more information elsewhere, we want to make sure 
we highlight them here in one spot so that they’re not missed: 

The annual YOUTH YARD SALE is a fundraising opportunity to support our high 
school students in their annual trip the CIY “MOVE Conference.” This year’s sale is on 
Friday, April 30 and Saturday, May 1. 

Our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” is Sunday, May 2 (see page 20). It’s a great day 
within the Southland family as SERVING becomes our intentional church-wide focus.  
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As we’ve shared previously, we have an exciting new tool called “Church 
Center.” It’s connected to Planning Center which is already used by our 
worship team and as our kids’ check-in system. For sure, one of the more 
helpful aspects of this is how everything can now become integrated. This 
will also allow us to keep directory information more up-to-date … even 
something you as an individual or household can manage directly on your 

own! We are also now able to share directory information electronically (whatever individuals 
have authorized to be shared in such a format), even on your phone via an app. Yes, there is also 
a way to print copies of the directory as well for those who prefer a paper copy. 

If you have not yet done so, please locate an e-mail invitation from Debbie Jennings and take 
the time to complete the process it initiates. This is going to be such a helpful tool as more and 
more people participate! 

As mentioned before, there is even an app (called “Church Center App”) that is available to 
allow you to log-in and update your info in an even easier way. You should be able to find it in 
your app store. There are all kinds of ways this is going to add to the benefit of “Church Center.” 

Upcoming Events in the Southland FAMILY (cont.): 
Southland FAMILY Picnic (location and specific date/time to be 
announced - perhaps June 20 tentatively?) - we have typically 
hosted this event during the month of June. It’s been an 
opportunity to come enjoy a meal and some time with others in 
a relaxed environment. We will communicate more details 

about the evening - including specifics of what we need people to bring - in the next edition of 
“The Vine” (to be published towards the end of May). 

Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29 are the dates for our 2021 
VBS - “Time Lab.” Each Summer, this is such a key event in our church 
family. This year, it’s a focus on Jesus’ role throughout the Bible’s story … 
from the very beginning to the very end! We have brought this theme 
forward from our canceled 2020 VBS and plans are already well underway. We’ll continue 
sharing ways you can help make VBS happen whether it be through donations, volunteering, etc. 
Not only is VBS a great opportunity for kids to learn, it’s also a great way for us to grow as we 
work together! We are planning a meeting for ALL who are willing to serve as part of the VBS 
volunteer team on Sunday, May 23. 

MEXICO Mission Trip … July 31 - August 7 (Saturday-to-Saturday), Rick is 
leading a trip to Anapra, Mexico with “Casas por Cristo.” See page 20 for more 
details about this opportunity to LIVE OUT faith. There is still room for 2-3 more 
people on the trip. 

FLOURISH 2021 is Sunday, August 29 (another event lost due to COVID-19 in 2020) - we come as 
a church family for this annual event to share a meal and an evening together. Even beyond the 
fun and fellowship, part of this is a time when we focus on where we’ve been and what’s ahead in 
the life of the Southland FAMILY. Please put the date on your calendars and make plans to join 
us for the evening. We’ll share more about this event in the months ahead. 

After all of the cancellations and adjustments around this time last year due to COVID-19, 
we are certainly excited for such events to happen in 2021. We hope it’s a great Summer 

together for our Southland FAMILY! 
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An Update Regarding Southland Leadership 
Within the life of the Southland FAMILY, the leadership role of elders is one that has great significance. In 
God’s design for the church, elders have a role as shepherds and leaders to care for the spiritual health and well
-being of the church FAMILY. Each year during the Summer months, we go through a process designed to help 
us identify potential new elders to serve in this capacity within our church family. So you know, this begins in 
June (we will share more details in the next edition of “The Vine”). Throughout this process, we will be using 
space here to communicate information about how it works and to keep you updated regarding our progress.  

On the next two pages, we have highlighted our 2021 high school graduates 

connected to the Southland church family. In addition to these, we also want to 

extend a “Congratulations!” to MATTHEW GRAVES - he is graduating in May 

from OTC with a Diesel Technology Certification. 

2 Exciting Developments to Share and Celebrate: 
Just like any earthly family, a church family has some certain occasions that deserve to be 
mentioned. We wanted to make sure we shared those with you. 

For the past several years, Southland has been paying off a mortgage on our 
property. When we sold the piece of property that has now become a 
Starbucks’ location, it both greatly reduced our overall loan amount and 
made our monthly payments far more manageable. We wish we could share 
that this is entirely paid off at this point … not quite, as we still owe around 

$160,000. But, we have recently re-financed that mortgage (it was set to come up for renewal 
anyway in June of this year and we wanted to make sure this happened while rates are still low). 
Due to where rates are, our interest rate on this loan even dropped from 4.1% to 3.65% - a rate 
locked for the next 5 years, the longest time the bank does in this type of instance.  

At this point, our intention is to pay extra each month (the required payment is a little under 
$1,400/month; we are in position to pay $3,000/month). Our current financial situation makes 
this very feasible within our monthly income and expenses thanks to the faithful giving of the 
Southland family. The end result is this: at the end of this new 5-year loan period, instead of 
having to re-finance this mortgage yet again, we should be at the point where it is paid off 
(nearly 6 years ahead of the original amortization schedule)! 

Here a second exciting note brought about because of 
God’s financial blessing: we have had the same church 
vans for several years now. This seemed an appropriate 
time to use some of our current budget surplus and 
upgrade our “fleet” so that we have safer, more reliable 
transportation options. You may have noticed in our 
parking lot a second van that looks a lot like our silver 
one (albeit darker and much newer with much lower 
mileage, less than 50,000). As we prepare for this Summer with camp trips, the “MOVE 
Conference,” a mission trip and more, we saw this as a great time to make this happen. So you 
know, we do still have the other silver van and were even able to sell the older white van as well. 

Even with these two items, we are in the position based on our current financial situation and our 
ongoing income to continue with other priorities and projects that are needed. 
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Congratulations, 2021 Southland Graduates! 

Elijah Bailey (Willard High School) 

Below, we have identified our 2021 high school graduates (NOTE:  some of these 

graduates are connected to Southland through our youth group - Sunday evening 

Group Huddle). We have provided a picture for each of our high school graduates as 

well as identifying their schools. 

Luke Bryant (Parkview High School) 

Simeon Martin (New Covenant Academy) Ian Deckard (Republic High School) 
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2021 Southland Graduates (continued) 

As in years past, during this graduation season, part of how we recognize these 

students is through a display in the foyer (the youth group does their own graduate 

recognition as well). We also are briefly acknowledging our graduates during our 

ENCOUNTER worship service on Sunday, May 9. 

Hannah McKinney (Homeschool) Tristyn Sanderson (Willard High School) 

Ezri Smith (Willard High School) Truman Seal (Kickapoo High School) 
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Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
About GIVING during this season (a reminder) … 

As a reminder, the following options for giving are still available whether you are back to joining us in 

person or not: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website. 

3. We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be 

accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page 

designed for Southland where you can give. 

PROPERTY Update: 
Since we sold a portion of our property back in 2018, we’ve been using this space to provide updates 

regarding the development next to us and other projects.  

 At this point, the biggest development is that we now have a Starbucks open and operational as 

our neighbors. We’ve now passed the first week of their being open on a Sunday morning. 

Because of the way that their drive-through traffic exits (not to mention the potential for a long 

line backing-up clear to the entrance itself), there is potential for some occasional bottle-necks 

at the Republic Road entrance. We do, of course, still have the right to use this entrance.  

Here are a couple of options if/when traffic flow becomes an issue: (1) Once you enter, if you 

continue on through their parking lot (on the west side of their building), you will eventually be 

able to connect to the south edge of our property and parking lot. (2) Please do remember that 

the other driveway/entrance off of Kansas Avenue remains available as well. We encourage you 

to be aware and use caution as we become acclimated to the traffic flow. 

Thank you for your patience in this process and do ask that it continues; it’s a part of how we can 

be good neighbors and represent Christ well through it all. 

 Here are some other potential projects on our radar for this year: re-sealing and re-striping the 

rest of our parking lot, landscaping (especially around the new sign), refreshing our auditorium 

(e.g. painting, working on the sound panels, upgrading our chairs, addressing the issues with the 

south wall of the auditorium, etc.) and continuing to replace older light fixtures with LED lights. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

Sunday mornings at 9:30am … ministry programming for all ages; not meeting on May 2 

(“LIVE OUT: Service Day”) or May 30 (the Sunday connected to Memorial Day weekend). 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream (see p. 17). 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Friday, April 30 and Saturday, May 1 ... the annual youth yard sale. 

Sunday, May 2 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (see page 17); on this day, we have a 

briefer ENCOUNTER service at 9am followed by serving in the community. 

Sunday, May 2 … the last night of Group Huddle for this school year - Fun Acres and Andy’s 

frozen custard; check out page 13 for specific plans  

Mother’s Day 2021 is Sunday, May 9. In keeping with the belief that God is the 

Designer of life and the family, it’s certainly appropriate on this day to express 

our appreciation for all mothers, especially those who show us His love. 

Sunday, June 6 … “Promotion Sunday 2021” (see p. 12 for more on this). 

Sunday, June 20 … a potential date for our church family picnic; we’ll confirm this for sure 

by the next edition of “The Vine.” 

Friday, June 25 (evening) … the date for the next women’s ministry event. 

A few more dates for your Summer calendar: 

 Various dates in June … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 12 for specifics). 

 July 19-24 ... the high school “MOVE” Conference (see p. 14 for details). 

 Monday, July 26 - Thursday, July 29 ... “Time Lab,” our 2021 VBS (see p. 11). 

 Saturday, July 31 - Saturday, August 7 … mission trip to Anapra, Mexico (see p. 20). 

 Sunday, August 30 … FLOURISH 2021. 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For March and April 2021 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

 

INCOME: March tithe = 34,705 

00 (4 Sundays)  Average weekly tithe = $8,676 

25  

  April tithe = $34,161 

00 (4 Sundays)  Average weekly tithe = $8,540 

25  

  Regular tithe for this ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021) = $318,440  

00  

 A weekly average of around $9,365  which projects to around $487,000 annually; even a 

more conservative weekly average of $8,000 (a number well below our recent average) 

puts us above $460,000 for this ministry year. 

As a reminder, we started with this year’s projected budgetary need being about $430,000 to $440,000; 
that breaks down to about $8,200-$8,400 each week. We entered in a very healthy place financially. We 

will continue to be watching all the economic realities and striving for proper amounts of both faith and 

godly wisdom as we move forward with our spending (see page __ for a couple of specific updates on 

that front). Thank you, Southland family, for your faithful giving! 
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What MATTers to me … 
Regularly in the sermon preparation process, I find material that is so good at capturing a specific aspect of our 
lives of faith. Many times, those make it into sermons. The material that is particularly powerful often finds itself 
into a “Vine” article as well. Such is the case with an illustration/analogy that I’ve used during the past year … 
one that I find myself mentally coming back to quite regularly in the midst of life as we know it today. 

This particular material comes from a 2017 article in Business Insider (a website/magazine) written by Patrick 
Smith, a commercial airline pilot who has flown Boeing 757’s and 767’s. It’s a reflection on the common reality of 
TURBULENCE - a flying nemesis that seems dangerous and can be quite anxiety-inducing for passengers on 
flights. It offers a good perspective from the one who is at the controls of the plane. [Side-Note: mid-article, I 
realized I had already shared this in a Vine article last year as well; just goes to show you how significant this 
metaphor has become in my mind:)!] 

For all intents and purposes, a plane cannot be flipped upside-down, thrown into a tailspin, or otherwise 
flung from the sky by even the mightiest gust or air pocket. Conditions might be annoying and 
uncomfortable, but the plane is not going to crash [due to turbulence].  
Turbulence is an aggravating nuisance for everybody, including the crew, but it's also, for lack of a better 
term, NORMAL. From a pilot's perspective, it is ordinarily seen as a convenience issue, not a safety issue. 
When a flight changes altitude in search of smoother conditions, this is by and large in the interest of 
comfort. The pilots aren't worried about the wings falling off; they're trying to keep their customers 
relaxed and everybody's coffee where it belongs …  
In the worst of it, you probably imagine the pilots in a sweaty lather: the captain barking orders, hands 
tight on the wheel as the ship lists from one side to another. Nothing could be further from the truth. 
While the passengers are fretting about the turbulence, the pilots are having a casual conversation about 
their morning orange juice. 

I used that back in our Revelation series last Fall - “Confidence in the Chaos.” It was part of our focus on the 
way God is most consistently portrayed in the book of Revelation: as the One who sits on the throne. It’s a good 
reminder for us in the midst of life’s turbulence - when a pandemic shakes our foundations, when chaos is 
swirling all around us, when political and economic uncertainty are present, when diagnoses come to those dear to 
us, etc. Turbulence is a good metaphor for this reality, even if we feel like it’s a longer-term experience for us 
here recently. Things feel unsettled as we’re jostled about on our voyage; it seems as if things are getting entirely 
out-of-hand. That’s what I find particularly powerful about the above analogy - whatever the experience of 
turbulence feels for passengers, the one at the controls truly has it all under control. Indeed, that’s the power of 
the language that God is the One sitting on the throne. It’s a tremendously significant reminder for 1st century 
believers experiencing the ruthless effects of an earthly emperor’s reign. No matter what might come the way of 
these Christians, the One who is truly SOVEREIGN is our God. Because He supersedes even the most seemingly 
powerful earthly rulers, His people can rest in confidence in His reign regardless of the experiences. Or, to come 
back to the metaphor, the pilot at the controls is not shaken one bit by the turbulence we might keenly be feeling! 

In the midst of the past year, there is probably no single verse that the Spirit has brought to my heart and mind 
more often than the words of Jesus in John 16:33. After offering real peace to His disciples, He says “In this 
world, you will have trouble (chaos will surround you and shake you like turbulence), but take heart/courage, I 
have overcome the world!” We can talk about the trouble and Jesus’ victory in the midst of it; but, in many ways, 
the true heartbeat of that text is in the basic invitation to trust in Him as things swirl around us. 

Somehow, it’s comforting to know in the midst of turbulence that this is a pilot’s perspective. Those who travel on 
planes frequently know that it’s just “part of it,” but still, there’s something re-assuring in knowing that this is 
how a pilot responds to it. How much more comforting, re-assuring and trust-producing should it be when we 
hear the invitation to faith from the One who sits on Heaven’s throne and Jesus, the One who has overcome. 
Indeed, whenever turbulence comes, may we rest in the One who is at the controls and in control! 
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A note from RICK ... 
In Scripture, so many times, we are compared to sheep.   

There are a lot of reasons for that: sheep have no sense of direction and they’re defenseless. They’re not meant to 

carry heavy burdens. They’re great at learning their shepherd’s voice and detecting strangers. They’re actually 

emotional animals that develop friendships and stick up for each other. They get anxious and distressed. They’re 

also prone to groupthink. They’re followers. 

I came across a story online that said in Eastern Turkey, about 1500 unattended sheep fell off a cliff while the 

shepherds were eating breakfast far away from the flock. The first 400 fell to their death in a ravine, but the 

remaining 1100 were saved because the first 400 broke the fall.  The article I read said the “first 400 sheep were a 

big, fluffy cushion for the other sheep.” Apparently, the sheep in the back couldn’t see past the sheep in the front, 

so they were unaware of what was ahead and the sheep in front couldn’t stop because the sheep in the back were 

pushing them forward. 

Isaiah teaches that: “We all like sheep have gone astray; we each have turned to his own way” (53:6). 

There are many reasons that Scripture compares humans to sheep, but one that I find the most compelling is that 

we are called sheep to show the depth of love of our Father as our shepherd. 

He cares for us. He guides us. He protects us, sometimes even from ourselves. 

Matthew 9:36 – “When He (Jesus) saw the crowds, He had compassion for them, because they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” 

There was a video bouncing around twitter a few weeks ago that I really enjoyed. You may have seen it. (If you’re 

reading this digitally, you can follow the link and watch it for yourself):  

https://twitter.com/TobyonTV/status/1383681839236218885 

At the beginning you can’t even tell what you’re looking at, the video is focused in on a trench in the ground. Then 

you see an arm reach in the hole and grab what turns out to be the leg of a sheep that has gotten himself stuck.  

The man yanks the sheep out of the trench and the sheep celebrates its newfound freedom by scrambling, running 

about ten yards, then leaps in the air and lands right back in the trench. 

Too many times this is an illustration of my own sin. Probably yours too. I am so grateful that we have a shepherd 

that seeks us out, grabs us by the leg and drags us out of our messes that we keep getting ourselves into. 

But he doesn’t just pull us out. He teaches us, cares for us and supplies every need.   

I’m grateful for our Shepherd. 

“He will tend his flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs in His arms; He will carry them in His 

bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.” (Isaiah 40:11) 

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” (John 10:27) 

“The Lord is my shepherd. I want for nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me 

beside still waters.” (Psalm 23:1-2) 

“For the lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living 

water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 7:17) 

https://twitter.com/TobyonTV/status/1383681839236218885
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening for our kids during our ENCOUNTER time (SS classes at 9:30am): 

 Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten). 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of service in 
the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the appropriate 
time - kids will remain in service on 5/2 for “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (9am start time). 

Through the month of June, our kids are using a curriculum called “Jesus 
Fixed It!” The focus of this series is on Jesus’ miracles recorded in the 
book of John (it’s an 8-week series, but we’re supplementing it to cover 
this whole time period). He came into our broken world to “fix” what was 
wrong, especially when it comes to the problems caused by our sin. We’re 
grateful for Les and the rest of our volunteer team who work to help our 
kids grow in their knowledge of Jesus through God’s Word! 

A MISSIONS NOTE … see page 13 (under “Group Huddle Missions”) for a celebration of 
the offering total that our “Kid ENCOUNTER” kids contributed to this school year. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer 
to provide some basic registration information) or regulars.  

REMINDER: we use this process for both time slots on Sundays so 
please check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Our 2021 VBS: “Time Lab” 
Dates:  Monday, July 26 - Thursday, July 29 (our 

VBS runs from 6-8:30 each evening)  

The main part of VBS is focused for kids ages 4 
through 5th grade (based on next year’s school 
year) – there is also a special session for middle 
school students … there can be child-care for younger 
kids who are coming with workers if needed. 

We have opened up registration; please use the 
following link to sign-up (ages 4 and up): 

https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/time-lab/register/ 

https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/time-lab/register/
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Some Info Applicable to Kids and Youth 
At the beginning of each June, we “promote” our young people to their 
next grade level in our ministries for kids/youth. As soon as one school 
year ends, kids go ahead and mentally advance themselves; so, we do too! 
This year, it will be Sunday, June 6. This applies to all of our normal 
ministries, special summer activities (e.g. camp, VBS, etc.) and beyond. 

While we move all of our kids up, it doesn’t necessarily mean something 
changes for every grade level. We will share the specific impacts in the 
next edition of “The Vine.”  

Summer Camp 2021 Reminders and Details 
We’re excited about and looking forward to a more normal 2021 camp 

season at Maranatha Bible Camp. And it is certainly fast approaching. 

In past editions of “The Vine,” we’ve been sharing the dates and 

provided you with registration instructions. We don’t need to include 

all of those details again, but just to make sure you have them, they 

are listed below. 

Here again are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year! 

The camp’s REGISTRATION website: 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/?ReturnUrl=%2fHome%2fLanding  
(if viewing “The Vine” electronically, you can click directly on the link) 

A note about camp scholarships: we have gone through our process of determining the funds 
we have available to help families send their kids to camp. We provide these for anyone 
attending Maranatha through Southland; we believe that this is a great way to help support 
both our families and the camp. Invoices showing your family’s balance due should arrive 
sometime in early May. Please pay this amount by mid-May as that’s our deadline for getting 
payment sent on to Maranatha. You have two payment options: either by check (make sure 
it’s made out to Southland) or using “Tithe.ly” - https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996 - and 
selecting the “camp payment” option (please remember to cover the fees if you are using this 
form of payment). 

In next month’s edition of “The Vine,” we’ll share details about specific departure/arrival 
times, packing lists, etc. as we move toward our 2021 camp sessions. 

Camp Session (ages/grades) Dates (days of the week) 

Beginner Camp (K-1st) June 12 (Saturday) 

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) June 17-19 (Thursday through Saturday) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp June 13-16 (Sunday through Wednesday) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) June 27 - July 2 (Sunday through Friday) 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/?ReturnUrl=%2fHome%2fLanding
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Les’ latest  
Have you ever been so dirty you could feel it? I’m thinking of the kind of dirty you get in the depths of summer 

when it’s so hot outside the horizon shimmers. You can’t take a step outside your door without sweat 

beginning to pour off your brow. Your clothes cling. Dirt, dust and grass find their way onto your moist skin.  

This pretty much describes my third consecutive day at summer camp. Ever been that dirty? When you find 

yourself that dirty, there’s nothing you want more than to get clean. What a satisfying feeling! It’s only when 

we fully realize just how filthy we are that we come to appreciate how good it is to be clean. That’s true for our 

bodies but also true for our souls. 

According to John 13, the night before He died, Jesus gathered together with the twelve disciples for a 

celebratory meal known as the Feast of the Passover. As they arrived at the house in preparation for the meal, 

it was customary for the host to have a servant or the lowest household member wash each guest’s feet. 

Why? Because they were filthy. Roads weren’t paved; and so, they were dusty and dirty. Since most people 

walked around in crude sandals, it meant their feet became dusty and dirty, too. The Passover meal was 

celebrated with everyone reclining at the table, and the last thing you’d want is for someone’s gross feet to be 

near your food. 

But in this instance, the room was borrowed, so there weren’t servants present to wash 

the feet of the guests.  So, Jesus did something shocking. He filled the role as the foot- 

washing servant. As Jesus began washing the disciples’ feet, Peter in particular had a 

difficult time with His Lord stooping so low for such a task. What Peter didn’t realize, of 

course, was that this foot washing was a symbol, a picture of the cleansing Jesus would 

provide for them all, a cleansing from their sins. 

Reading this account can provide a teaching moment for us as well. The truth is, we are covered in the filth of 

our sin, yet Jesus set aside His authority as God and came to us. He became a sacrifice for us, so that we, like 

Peter, could be made clean. The next time you walk out of the shower feeling refreshed, you can remember in 

the same way, Jesus provides cleansing for our souls. 

GROUP HUDDLE (ms & hs) NEWS 
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students who 

strive to love Christ and others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into 

God’s Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. 

Group Huddle meets on Sunday evenings during the school year. 

GROUP HUDDLE - one last week in this semester: 

Sunday, 5/2 PUTT IT! … “End of the Semester” - adjusted start time of 5pm 

 We wrap-up this Group Huddle year with a night off campus: mini-golf at 

Fun Acres and Andy’s frozen custard (make sure you bring money for ice 

cream). We’ll meet at the church at 5pm and be back by 8pm. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS:  $1,514 raised 

For this current school/ministry year, our young people raised money to support Lisa in North 

Africa. Great job, again, all; thanks for your generous giving! 
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The “MOVE” Conference (for senior high students - the classes of 2021-2025):  

This year’s theme for MOVE is “FOR ALL - FOREVER!” No matter who you are … no matter where 

you’re from … no matter how good you think you are, or how bad … the Gospel is still for you. Check 

out the CIY website for more information on this year’s theme: https://new.ciy.com/

move/2021. 

WHEN:   Monday, July 19 through Saturday, July 24 

WHERE:   John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas 

TOTAL COST:   $334/student; at this point, Les has already collected two $65 deposits/

 student. See below for final payment information 

Registration for the 2021 MOVE Conference has ended. 

ATTENTION students and families: The annual “youth yard sale” 
fundraiser is Friday, April 30 and Saturday, May 1. It’s a great way for 

us to help with the overall cost of the conference for our students. Thank 

you to the Southland family for all your donations! 

After yard sale fundraiser money is factored-in, final balances will be figured and communicated. 

Remaining money owed for MOVE will then be due on Sunday, June 20 … parents, please also 

be watching your e-mail inboxes for the online release form. 

Specifically for MIDDLE School … 
For next year’s middle school students and parents … check out the 

information about the 2021 camp season at Maranatha Bible Camp (page 12). There 

are sessions for our young people up through middle school. 

Also, just a reminder that Les hosts activities for our middle school youth during VBS (those going 

into 6th-8th grades next school year) - 6-8:30pm, July 26-29. To help us plan, we ask that you 
use the same registration link provided on page 11; we use this for middle school 
students as well. 

Specifically for HIGH School … 

Graduation Recognition for our 2021 seniors … In 

addition to the Group Huddle recognition that happened on April 25, we are 

highlighting our graduates in this edition of the “The Vine” (see pages 5-6) 

and there will be a display in the foyer around graduation season. 

https://new.ciy.com/move/2021
https://new.ciy.com/move/2021
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Southland Women 
Have you ever met someone who is absolutely remarkable, but they have no idea that they are? The kind of person 
who inspires you every time you are around them, but they just see themselves as a “normal” person? In this 
space for this month’s Vine, I want to share with you about just such a woman. Many of you may know her also, 
and I’d just guess that you would echo my thoughts about her. 

Merilyn Morgan has been a part of the Southland family for many years. She recently showed me an invitation that 
led her to attending an “Empty Nesters” event in August of 2012. At that time, Merilyn was a new resident of the 
Quail Creek apartments very near our building. The event she attended led to her coming to a church service, and 
as they say, “the rest is history.”  

Merilyn has been involved in ministry in a myriad of ways in her time at 
Southland. I’m sure I don’t know all the ways she has invested in Southland, 
and I know I will not do justice to all she has done and the ways she has 
served. I do know that she had an active role in the G6:10 Ministry for 
several years (to the right, there is a picture of her serving with Pat Burge 
as they sorted donations collected by the USPS). She also created and 
maintained a bulletin board to keep the greater Southland family aware of 
what G6:10 was doing to bless the community. I know that she served as a 
Sunday school teacher, because I was privileged to love kids alongside her 
and learn from her. She has an amazing way of engaging kids that speaks to 
their hearts and honors what interests and energizes them, and she uses 
those things to teach them about Jesus and His love for them. I think of my 
time with her as kind of like a young padawan learning from a Jedi Master! 

I also know that Merilyn has written notes of encouragement for years…wonder how many hundreds or maybe 
even thousands of notes she has written? I know she has sent notes to many in the Southland family, some 
connected to the family of Southland by family ties or heart ties whose stories touched her heart, to ALL the 
residents of the Quail Creek apartments at various times, and I’m sure that list only scratches the surface.  

I know from conversations with Merilyn that she is sometimes asked why 
she does the things she does. Her answer is a passionate “because I CAN!” 
and then she follows that with “and therefore, I think God expects me to!” I 
think Merilyn lives out James 4:17 “Anyone then who knows the good he 
ought to do, and doesn’t do it, sins.” What would the world look like if we 
all lived that way? If we did anything and everything we could to love and 
bless the people around us? It would be a much more beautiful world, I can 
assure you of that. Thinking of Merilyn and her example makes me think 
more broadly of the book of James as well (which we’ve been studying in 
WSA) and his talk of faith and works. James discusses that you really can’t 
claim to have faith if you don’t have accompanying action to demonstrate it. 
He writes in 2:24 “You see that a person is considered righteous by what 
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 
8th grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

BTG is done for this 
school/ministry year. Be 
looking for next year’s 
plans as we proceed 
toward our kick-off 
season in the Fall. 

We wrapped-up our current WSA session in the book of James at the end of 
April. In the next edition of the Vine, we’ll share more about the plan for future 

Bible studies (likely off for this summer). 

they do and not by faith alone.” Then he adds at the close of that section “As the body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith without deeds is dead” (James 2:26). For those of us who claim to have faith in Jesus, our actions need 
to show that faith to the world. And when I say “the world” in this case, I think we start by showing our faith to 
those who are in close proximity to us - the family we live with, the neighbors around us, the community we mingle 
with, the staff in businesses we frequent. Merilyn has lived in that kind of way! 

Another aspect of Merilyn that I admire is how she takes an interest in every person she meets. She has shared 
with me about how she has come to know the doctors and health care professionals that she regularly sees. She 
knows details about their lives and their families and checks in about progress and significant events when she 
visits them again. Those things don’t happen by accident! They happen because she takes an interest and asks 
questions and shows how much she cares about each person. What an amazing testimony to her heart and to her 
faith and to her Savior!! 

Merilyn also impresses me so much by her humility. She never wants credit for anything she does. She doesn’t 
need thanks or accolades, but I think she deserves it. In fact, she’ll probably be upset with me for writing about 
her, but I hope she’ll forgive me eventually   . She has been a tremendous blessing in my life and I want to live out 
“Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then 
respect; if honor, then honor” (Romans 13:7). I want to honor Merilyn for all she has taught me and the inspiration 
she has been to me. She relocated a few weeks ago to be closer to family members, and while I hope I will still see 
her from time to time, I know our meetings will be less frequent. COVID had already altered her involvement in 
Southland family life, which is the case for many. I know she will continue to be a blessing to everyone around her 
in her new location. So this is my forum to openly thank and honor her for the impact she has had on my life. I’ve 
said it to many people, and I stand by it – I want to be like Merilyn when I grow up.  

I am quite confident that Merilyn would love to hear from any of you. She has been such a tremendous blessing to 
the Southland family and has sent encouraging cards and notes for years. Maybe its time we return the favor!  

Her new address is:  939 South Fox River Ave., Apt. A 
  Willard, MO 65781 

Upcoming women’s ministry events 
We have scheduled our next women’s ministry event for Friday evening, June 25. 

We’ll share more details in the next edition of “The Vine.” 

Box Top Girls 



17 

 

Upcoming Encounter Calendar (Sermons and More) 

Sunday, May 2 (“LIVE OUT: Service Day”) - a briefer ENCOUNTER service at 9am (note the 
special start time for this week only) before going out to serve in our community. We will have normal 
service elements for this Sunday, just a much simpler devotion instead of a typical sermon. Grade 
school students will remain with their families throughout the whole service time for this day. 

Sunday, May 9 - we will recognize and honor moms as part of this Mother’s Day (no specific sermon series/focus has 
been identified yet). 

Sunday, May 16 - Rick Randleman preaching. 

Sunday, May 23 on - we are planning on launching into our 2021 sermon series for this day (specifics are still being 
worked through as of the end of April; we’ll communicate more as we approach this week). 

NOTE:  If you are looking to catch past services/sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through 
our main Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available 

there on the main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

Some Ongoing COVID-impacts for our Sunday morning ENCOUNTER: 

We continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship service through 

Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our website: http://

gosouthland.org/watch-online or still through our FB page. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 

At present, we have some from within our talented worship team who are sharing the point/lead role: Rick 

Randleman from a staff leadership role plus Jared Wilson and Kendall Wooldridge. Just like in other areas of 

our ministries, we are grateful to have people who are willing to use their God-given giftedness in this way. 

If you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach out to Rick or 

Kendall and let them know. We continue to welcome more volunteers! 

LORD’S SUPPER … We continue to make the Lord’s Supper available in appropriate ways 

for this season: the self-contained sealed kits or by trays with double-stacked cups. 

OFFERING … We still have boxes at each auditorium entrance to collect offering (we are not 

passing trays for this). Of course, however you are participating - whether in-person or 

online - you can still use the giving options we’ve highlighted on page 7. 

As far as SEATING goes, we are at a point where capacity restrictions have been lifted and 

we are not required to have as much spacing as we did at one point. Still, we are working to 

keep things spaced out while still being able to facilitate those joining us in person. For any 

Sunday when overflow might be needed, we do have the live stream on in the Fellowship 

Hall. We are striving to do whatever is needed to facilitate our crowd for any given week. 

https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

As we continue moving back toward normal, we have re-incorporated various areas of service 

within our church family. We are certainly not filling all the roles that we used to fill. And yet, 

there are regular ways we still need help from people willing to serve. Please let us know if 

there are ways you are willing and available to help in this season - whether they’re ways 

you previously served or perhaps in a new way. 

Two Specific Opportunities to Serve: 

It’s again the time of year for mowing! If you are willing to help in any 

capacity with the mowing (e.g. as part of a regular rotation for mowing 

and trimming the main portions around the building, mowing the field/

detention area to the south, etc.), please let the office know and we’ll 

get your name to Mark Miller as he works on the 2021 schedule. 

Our 2021 “Time Lab” VBS is upcoming. There are several ways you can 

be a part of this - whether it’s volunteering to be here and serve during 

the week (we need crew leaders, someone to lead the snacks, help in the 

pre-K area and other helpers) or donating supplies, materials, etc. We’ll share more specific 

details about these ways you can help during the month of May. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

CONNECT 

and GROW DEEP 

When we are operating as normal (i.e. without COVID-19 impacts), these priorities that we call “CONNECT” 

and “GROW DEEP” are valuable parts of our church family life. They each have their own separate purpose 

and slot on our typical ministry calendar; in fact, we are looking forward to September and re-launching into 

more of our “normal” schedule of ministries. For now, we have brought these priorities together on Sunday 

mornings with a 9:30am start time. From May through the Summer, we will continue to offer our normal 

classes/groups for those college-age and younger. Otherwise, Alex Cobb will continue leading an adult group in 

the Great Room with one other option (different leaders/themes throughout the summer) made available 

either in the auditorium or the Fellowship Hall.  We’ll share more details leading-up to Sunday, 5/9. 

No 9:30am programming on “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (5/2) or the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend (5/30). 
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

5/2 Melissa Wilcox Kristie Martin N/A (no Kid Encounter this week) 

5/9 Jenelle Smith Amanda Butler Jamie Millican/Anna Randleman 

5/16 Cheryl McAnally Anna Martin Stefani Hall 

5/23 The Graves Family Andrea Conboy Brad & Ashley Worthy 

5/30 Julie Brothers Kristin Londeen Les Londeen 

Partial SERVING SCHEDULE for May 2021 

We are still not back to publishing a full serving schedule. Below, we have listed some roles of 

service we have specifically scheduled. 

 Greeters/Foyer  Computer Serving Team Leader 

5/2 Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 
Still working on this; 

thank you to those who 

have been helping us 

create a welcoming 

environment during this 

season.  

5/9 Dan Gray Doug Graves 

5/16 Simeon Martin Ben Jennings 

5/23 Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

5/30 T.B.D. T.B.D. 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each 

part does its own special work, it helps the other parts 

grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and 

full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 

A “THANK YOU!” to all who have brought in donations and 

helped get ready for the yard sale. We are grateful for those 

who are helping to support our young people in this way. 

As we wrap-up a Group Huddle year, it’s an appropriate time to say “THANK YOU!” to those 

who helped make it happen on Sunday evenings: Les & Kristin Londeen, Mike Cosgrove, 

Kale Kilgo, Terry Ochs, Kendall Wooldridge (who also served by leading the youth worship 

team) and Brad & Ashley Worthy all served as sponsors this past year. Also, thanks to 

Amanda Miller who helped purchase supplies and do other prep work for Group Huddle 

meals as well as several different parent volunteers who helped to serve throughout the year. 

A “THANK YOU!” to the team who helped with a funeral meal for Elaine Mathews and the rest 

of Jason Hawkins’ family during their season of loss: Charlotte Emmerton, Pam Foster, 

Kristie Martin, Pam Sewell and Liz Wood all played a part in serving the family in this way. 

A “THANK YOU!” to several who have worked on our grounds recently (mowing, working on 

landscaping in general, but especially around our new sign, etc.); specifically, we want to 

highlight Mike Cosgrove, Dennis McCann, Rick Randleman and Bob & Liz Wood (again). 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

This has become one of our favorite days at Southland … a day for us church-wide to have an 

intentional focus on SERVICE - living out an active love. We meet at 9am for a briefer time of 
ENCOUNTER worship (please note this time change!). We then leave to spread out and serve 

in various projects around our community.  

We have communicated much information about the day; part of this includes the projects we organized as a church 

(see the sign-up sheets in the foyer). Even if you just show-up that morning not knowing where/how you are going 

to serve, we’ll make sure you get connected to a project. We look forward to how God is going to again use us and 

this day to be a blessing to others! 

Also, because we are focusing on service for this day, don’t worry about wearing your 
“Sunday best” for this day; instead, pull out your Southland “LOVE OUT LOUD” t-shirt as it’s 

a “jeans and t-shirt” kind of day! 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, we 

strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) when available. This is really 

the only way one of our partners can share with supporters because of 

their location. Please be praying for our global partners as COVID-19 
realities impact their locations as well (especially India right now)! 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  
 

After postponing our Mexico mission trip last year, we are excited to be able to 
re-schedule it for 2021! We know that things are still not “normal” and there are 

still questions about what this might all look like, especially with a border 

crossing involved. At the same time, given where things currently are, we do 

believe this is an appropriate opportunity for us to pursue. We already have a 

good group in place, but there is still room for two or three more. 

DATES:  Leaving Saturday, July 31 and returning Saturday, August 7 

LOCATION: Anapra, Mexico (across the border from El Paso, TX) with “Casas por Cristo” 

COST: $300/person after the portion that Southland is covering for materials, etc. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

