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Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 

What’s Inside … 
 

2-4 Southland FAMILY News  

5-6 Southland’s 2020 Graduates 

7-8  What’s Happening at SCC 

 (calendar) + other info 

9  What MATTers to Me 

10  A Note from RICK 

11-12 Southland KIDS 

12-13 YOUTH news INCLUDING LES’ 
 LATEST 

14-15 southlandwomen 

16-17   Encounter 

18 Connect  

18 Grow Deep  

19 Build Up  (no serving schedule) 

20 Live Out  

We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine in late May/early June 

As long as the guidelines prevent us from gathering as a large 

group, we are continuing to stream our ENCOUNTER services on 

Facebook LIVE each Sunday at 10:30am.  

You can find our main Facebook page at https://facebook.com/gosouthland. 

Check out page 14 for more details on this. 

Another graduation season is 
here! This one is unfortunately 

just much different.  

See pages 5 and 6 as we honor 
our 2020 Southland graduates. 

See pages 2-3 (as well as various ministry 

pages) for the latest Southland information 

as we respond to impacts from COVID-19 

and the resulting guidelines. 

https://facebook.com/gosouthland


2 

 

Southland “FAMILY” News 
Like seemingly everything else in our society and world, COVID-19 has greatly impacted the 
Southland FAMILY. Even since early April, we have continued to experience the negative effects of 
both the disease and the ongoing realities created by the response to it. Consider these: 

 On a most serious health level, we had 3 confirmed cases, including 
one of our elders, Warren Burros, who passed away on April 8. In case 
you missed it, the obituary provided a great tribute (https://
www.walnutlawnfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Ira-Warren-Burros?
obId=12660543). Just as he mattered and is missed by his earthly 
family, so it is with his church family! Warren has left a legacy of 
caring for so many others beyond himself. He desired to serve and 
bless others. He was constantly offering warm greetings and 
extending words of encouragement. He wanted to invest himself in 
the growth of others, often sharing from the wisdom he gained from the many challenges he 
had faced in life. He loved being a part of leading the Southland family. When we resume 
gathering at Southland, the reality of his loss will become all the more real. NOTE: There will 
be a memorial service at some point when such gatherings are allowed. 

 Even beyond that, we have seen others in the Southland family impacted by changes in 
their employment and general economic uncertainty. 

 The strong sense of FAMILY and relational connections has continued on from a distance, 
but it’s certainly not the same as hugs, handshakes, fist bumps, smiles, laughter, etc. when 
we’re gathered together. 

 Many significant events on the calendar have been adjusted or even cancelled altogether. 

 From our young people to our oldest ones, there are ways we have experienced difficulties 
over the last several weeks … it’s been hard! 

Yet, we can also see God’s faithful blessings and provision. We are grateful for the technology tools 
we have to help stay connected - whether with our weekly LIVE STREAM on Facebook or other types 
of online interactions. We are grateful for the way all of this has helped us to value what we’re 
missing … that sense of relational connection with others in our church family. We are grateful for the 
movement we see towards something closer to normal. Staff continues to talk about the celebration 
when we get to be TOGETHER again as a church FAMILY; we are so looking forward to that! 

As we reflect on where things currently are, here are a couple of church-wide specifics to share: 

At this point, unless something drastically changes, we do not anticipate being together on a 
Sunday morning for our weekly 10:30am gathering through at least the end of May. That means 
we will continue to use the LIVE STREAM until further notice. Of course, the uncertainty of all of 
this (e.g. not having clarity about the next phases here locally) means that we simply do not 
know how long this format will remain our exclusive option. 

That being said, the recent relaxing of guidelines already opens the door for smaller relational 
opportunities - maybe it’s Connect Groups or D-Groups getting together, maybe it’s events 
within some of our ministries that can happen on such a smaller scale (see throughout “The 
Vine”), maybe it’s just a couple of families getting together perhaps even to participate in the 
LIVE STREAM with others. We want to go ahead and encourage you (1) to be creative in pursuing 
such avenues while also (2) being respectful of both (a) the guidelines currently in place as well 
as (2) the perspectives of others who may see all of this differently from you. 

https://www.walnutlawnfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Ira-Warren-Burros?obId=12660543
https://www.walnutlawnfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Ira-Warren-Burros?obId=12660543
https://www.walnutlawnfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Ira-Warren-Burros?obId=12660543
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About GIVING during this season (a reminder) … 

While ministry has changed a great deal, both here and through our partners (both local and 

global), it is still happening! It’s obviously challenging to “pass the plates” right now; and yet, 

it’s still part of what is needed by Southland and what we all need to be doing as a broader 

part of our worship. So, we have some options for how you can continue to give at this time: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website (this initiates a 

check to be sent to us directly from the bank). 

3. During this season, we have also signed-up for an online giving 

platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be accessed directly through their 

website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or through the app available 

at your app store. That will take you directly to a page designed for 

Southland where you can give. We are also making it available as a 

way for specific payments (e.g. a payment for the “MOVE” Conference) and will 

consider broader uses as well. We are pleased with the use of it so far, for sure. 

Please note: for each transaction through Tithe.ly, there is a $.30 fee + a certain 

percentage (1% for an ACH/bank option or a little higher for a credit card). The 

default setting right now is for the fee to be paid by you - you can uncheck a box if 

you would prefer not to do that. NOTE: if you are actually paying for something via 

Tithe.ly (as opposed to using it for giving), we do need you to cover that fee.  

On page 8, we have given a financial update for March and April. So far, we have maintained 

fairly well financially. God certainly continues to provide through His people! We encourage 

you to continue to approach this aspect of your life of faith prayerfully; may we continue to 

strive to excel in the grace of giving (see 2 Corinthians 8:1ff). 

Thank you for your faithful participation in giving during this season! Our leadership team is 

certainly grateful for the ways the Southland family has adapted and adjusted to help 

continue Kingdom work during this season here and beyond! 

COVID-19 Impacts to the Southland Family (cont.) 
Especially in the midst of this season, it has become increasingly important for us to make sure we 
have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. Make sure you 
are aware of the following: 

On FACEBOOK, we have our general page (Southland Christian Church) - it is the 
one we are using for our live stream on Sunday mornings. We also have our more 
“internal” group called “The Southland Scoop;” we use it to share announcements 
and other timely communications. If you're not connected to “The Scoop,” we 

encourage you to find the page and request to become a member. Of course, we also have 
specific groups and ministries within the Southland FAMILY that use Facebook as well. 

We also communicate a great deal through e-mail. You should be receiving messages with 
prayer items from prayer@gosouthland.org and general updates from deb@gosouthland.org. 
If not, please contact the office so we can get that addressed.  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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PROPERTY Update: 
Ever since we sold a portion of our property in September of 2018, we have been using this space to 

provide updates. Previously, we have shared about the positive financial implications from that process (it 

paid off a good portion of our mortgage and drastically reduced our monthly commitment freeing up 

money for ministry). We have also shared about the ongoing maintenance and improvements that have 

happened with some of the proceeds from the sale (e.g. the Fellowship Hall re-model, painting in various 

locations, etc.). Even during this season, there has been some other movement on such fronts as well: 

 There seems to be some movement on at least one end-user for the property. We do not know 

specifics right now, but that will have implications (we’ll communicate more as we know more). 

 Even on the maintenance/improvements front, we have continued to address projects. There 

has been much done by staff during this season - painting, décor, etc. We are proceeding with 

the sign projects mentioned in recent months: a new sign for the diamond in the tower above 

our main entrance plus an updated/re-designed monument sign. These will enhance our 

visibility and presence on Republic Road.  

 Eventually (once development happens next door), we will be re-sealing our main parking lot. 

 Even beyond all of this, we continue to have funds available for such work moving forward. 

An Update Regarding Southland Leadership 
Within the life of the Southland FAMILY, the leadership role of elders is one that has great significance. In 
God’s design for the church, elders have a role as shepherds and leaders to care for the spiritual health and well
-being of the church FAMILY. That includes guiding the church according to the leading of God’s Spirit in 
service to Jesus, “the Chief Shepherd” as He is called in some versions of 1 Peter 5:4. 

Each year during the Summer months, we go through a process designed to help us identify potential new 
elders to serve in this capacity within our church family. So you know, this typically begins in June (we will 
share more details in the next edition of “The Vine”). We may have to adjust the specifics depending on how 
things unfold over the next month. Either way, throughout this process, we will be using space here to 
communicate information about how it works and to keep you updated regarding our progress.  

A STAFF TRANSITION ... We mentioned back in the March edition of “The Vine” about 
Debbie Nelson’s retirement from her role as part of our staff team. In the midst of all of this 
time, she is staying on through the end of May. 

A NOTE:  True to her style, Deb has asked that this transition happen in as low key a way as 
possible. We want to honor that even as it’s also appropriate for us to 
acknowledge her service as such a vital part of the staff team. We will share more 
about how we’re going to do that when the time comes. 

As we prepare for Deb’s departure, we are looking to hire for now 
someone specifically to come in for the “Financial Secretary” role. It 
would be a part-time position - we’re projecting 6-8 hours (either 1 
day or preferably two half-days a week). The tasks would be basic 
financial responsibilities: paying bills, working with QuickBooks, 
helping to manage budgets, etc. This is not going to be a position that 
requires formal aspects that go along with some financial roles. 

We are open to candidates from within the Southland family (our preference) or external ones. 
If you have any questions or interest in such a role, please contact Matt. 
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Congratulations, 2020 Southland Graduates 

Emily Baadsgaard (Kickapoo H.S.) 

Below, we have identified our 2020 Southland graduates (NOTE:  

some of these graduates are connected to Southland through 

Sunday evening Group Huddle). We have provided a picture for each 

of our high school graduates as well as identifying their schools. 

Typically, we would have a display in the foyer recognizing these 

individuals. Yet, as with everything else during this season, that is 

not possible. So, we have made this section a little more prominent 

than normal We also are acknowledging our graduates during our 

ENCOUNTER “Live Stream” on Sunday, May 10. 

Torrie Bryant (Kickapoo H.S.) 

Javan Londeen (Ozark H.S.) Tommy Hall (Parkview H.S.) 
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We also have two other graduates with Southland connections: 

 Adam Faulkner (our “Friendly Neighborhood Part-time Guy”) - an M.S. in Clinical Mental Health 

 Counseling from Evangel University. He has classes to complete still this Summer, but would have “walked” during 

 the May graduation. 

  Will Deckard (son of Darrell & Lisa Deckard) - a B.S. in Electrical Engineering with minors in 

Mathematics and Physics from the University of Missouri.  

 

 
 

 

Abbi Miller 
(Ozark H.S.) 

 

 

 

Mike Owsley (Kickapoo H.S.) 

Emily Weber (Kickapoo H.S.) Alexis Simpson (Kickapoo H.S.) 

2020 Southland Graduates (continued) 
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Here are a few bigger events in the life of the Southland family that are upcoming; we wanted to 
make sure we highlighted them in one place: 

Each May, our high school students hold a “YARD SALE” as a fundraiser 
for their annual summer trip to the MOVE conference; at this point, it is 
still on. Originally scheduled for early May, it has now been moved to 
the end of May - the 29th and 30th. Les is accepting donations. You can 
drop things off at the church or contact him (417-773-1650) to arrange 

for items needing to be picked-up. Maybe the change in pace has actually given you time to do 
some “Spring cleaning” and you have lots to get rid of. Obviously, such donations are crucial to 
making this sale a successful endeavor each year, so we encourage you to help out in this way. 

Our 2020 “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (originally scheduled for May 3) will not be happening until 
sometime in the Fall. Be looking for more information. 

Southland FAMILY Picnic - we have typically hosted this event during 
the month of June. It’s been an opportunity to come enjoy a meal and 
some time with others in a relaxed environment. At this point, we 
have not set a date or  made specific plans for this year’s picnic. Part 
of it all will depend on not only gathering size allowed, but also on the safety of such an event 
involving food. While it is our desire to have this event sometime this Summer, we will have to 
wait and see how things unfold and then determine if and when to schedule this event. 

Monday, July 27 - Thursday, July 30 … our 2020 VBS - “Time Lab.” 
Each Summer, this is such a key event in our church family. This year, 
it’s a focus on Jesus’ role throughout the Bible’s story … from the very 
beginning to the very end! Currently, we plan on being able to have 

VBS. Staff is going to be in contact with the leaders of various areas in May to continue the 
planning process. We are going to need to get creative as many steps in preparation are 
typically taken even in April and May. Over the next several weeks, we’ll share ways where we 
need your help. Please be looking for such information. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for 
kids to learn, it’s also a great way for us to grow as we serve together! 

Our 2020 mission trip to Mexico (Casas por Cristo) is still on as of now - August 1-7; check out 
the update on page 20. 

Sunday, August 30 at 5pm - this is still a long way off, but make sure you save this date for our 
2020 “FLOURISH” Gathering. Be looking for more information about this important annual 
evening in the life of the Southland family. 

All Events (listed by date): 

For now, the calendar is very sparse. Our hope is that as we go through May and guidelines become 

clearer, we’ll be able to start adding things more definitively back to the calendar. 

Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other places 

of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. Even with our schedule 

being greatly reduced due to COVID-19, we still want to make sure you have these dates down. 

Mother’s Day 2020 is Sunday, May 10. In keeping with the belief that God is the 

Designer of life and the family, it’s certainly appropriate on this day to express our 

appreciation for all mothers, especially those who show us His love. As it is every 

year (but perhaps especially this year), we want to celebrate moms! 
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All Events (listed by date - cont.): 

Friday, May 29 and Saturday, May 30 (originally scheduled for the first weekend in May) - the annual 

“Youth Yard Sale.” 

PROMOTION SUNDAY … Sunday, June 2. During the month of May (and in the 

next edition of “The Vine”), we will be sharing what grades will be promoting in 

our ministries for kids/youth. 

A few dates for down the road: 

 Various dates in July (moved from June) … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 12 for 

 specific dates). 

 July 11-15 ... high school MOVE conference (see p. 13). 

 Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30 ... our 2020 VBS. 

 Saturday, August 1 through Friday, August 7 … a mission trip to Anapra, Mexico. 

Saturday, August 29 (previously scheduled for Friday, April 17) … the Pregnancy Care Center’s 

annual banquet; we are again hosting a couple of tables as part of our support of the PCC’s 

ministry. 

Sunday, August 30 … our annual FLOURISH event. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … For March and April 2020 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Typically, we do this as a 
monthly snapshot; here, we have included both March and April together as this represents the timeframe 

directly impacted by COVID-19. This two-month perspective provides a better sense of this season as a 

whole. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

INCOME …  Regular tithe for March/April combined: $62,818 

00  

   Average weekly (based on 9 Sundays): $6,97978 … not far off from normal 

As mentioned on page 3, thank you for your faithful participation in giving especially during this season!  

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September 2019 through August 2020) is $282,831 for a 

weekly average a little over $8,081 range - that average has understandably dropped a bit from where it 

was going into March ($8,460/week). Our projected budgetary need is about $430,000 to $440,000; that 
breaks down to about $8,200-$8,400 each week. As a reminder, we did enter this ministry year already in 

a healthy place financially. We will continue to be watching all the economic realities and striving for 

proper amounts of both faith and godly wisdom as we move forward. 

This is an especially good season to make sure we bring attention to RightNow 

Media (RNM), a valuable ministry tool that we have available here at Southland. 

The content available through RNM provides a great way to help you feed 

yourself spiritually especially during such a season as this. 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland 

can have his or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an 

online connection (via smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t 

yet, please send a request via e-mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you 

get set-up with your own RNM access. 
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What MATTers to me … 
To be completely honest, I’ve not internally handled this pandemic reality nearly as well as I would like. For some, it 
has become an opportunity for panic or fear, a deep sense of worry about the disease itself … maybe that’s some of 
you. For me, it’s not been that; rather, it’s been a regular churning about what is unfolding.  

As one who spends a lot of time processing (the wheels seem to be turning always!), there are abundant specifics to 
reflect on and question - so many aspects about the coronavirus itself as well as how it’s being handled. I am 
concerned about people who are susceptible catching it and the dire results that can come, as we’ve sadly experienced 
here at Southland. I am also concerned about many other layers of this as well: the impact of this season on our 
mental, emotional and spiritual well being … the obvious economic impacts (not just in the sense of luxuries, but the 
basic livelihoods of many that will be negatively impacted) and the troubles that they can produce … the effects this is 
having on kids. Our current situation is one of those realities where there are so many complex, inter-related layers. 
Added into the mix, we find all of the differing opinions on all of the different topics it seems. For whatever reason, 
part of my wiring means those things occupy my thoughts and even lead to this sense of churning - perhaps a form 
of anxiety, even. 

(SIDE NOTE: isn’t it true that our biggest strengths also correspond to our biggest challenges? It’s my analytical and 
detail-oriented processing that I would identify as one of my best qualities; and yet, it’s also what leads to this kind of 
response amidst circumstances like this or similarly complex ones.) 

However much value proper processing can have, I suppose in many ways, it can easily become just as dangerous as 
flat-out panic. I think of these in connection with the story of Jesus calming the storm in Mark 4. We dealt with this 
text the very first Sunday impacted by coronavirus. It was a time of uncertainty as things were already quickly swirling 
around us. In the midst of it, we could easily place ourselves in the boat with the disciples: as the storm raged on, 
they struggled … as do we. Even more, it can often seem like the One who can do something about it all isn’t really 
doing much of anything - or, at the very least, He isn’t doing what we’d like Him to do about it all.  

It reminds me of words I read in preparation from that sermon from a pilot. A few years ago, there was an article on 
the “Business Insider” website that was titled: “Pilot Explains What It Really Means when There’s Turbulence during a 
Flight.” Based on his experience flying 757’s and 767’s, Patrick Smith reflects on people’s response when the plane 
encounters turbulence - probably similar to how many of us react in the midst of metaphorical (or real) storms. 
However unsettling it all is for passengers, he says it’s a mere blip for the pilot. Here’s what he writes: 

For all intents and purposes, a plane cannot be flipped upside-down, thrown into a tailspin, or 
otherwise flung from the sky by even the mightiest gust or air pocket. Conditions might be annoying 
and uncomfortable, but the plane is not going to crash [due to turbulence]. Turbulence is an 
aggravating nuisance for everybody, including the crew, but it's also, for lack of a better term, 
normal. From a pilot's perspective, it is ordinarily seen as a convenience issue, not a safety issue.  

When a flight changes altitude in search of smoother conditions, this is by and large in the interest 
of comfort. The pilots aren't worried about the wings falling off; they're trying to keep their 
customers relaxed and everybody's coffee where it belongs … In the worst of it, you probably 
imagine the pilots in a sweaty lather: the captain barking orders, hands tight on the wheel as the 
ship lists from one side to another.  

Nothing could be further from the truth. … while the passengers are fretting about the turbulence, 
the pilots are having a casual conversation about their morning orange juice. 

If we were passengers on such a flight, we might feel better if there was a greater sense of attentiveness from pilots to 
such turbulence. It’s probably how the disciples felt as Jesus was sleeping during the storm. It’s how we often feel in 
our natural hearts when things are swirling around us. “Shouldn’t you be taking some action now?!” 

There is positive value in my processing; and yet, there’s an unhealthy danger as well. The unfortunate down side is 
the way it can lead me away from what’s most needed in that time: what’s most needed is not more churning, it’s more 
of my trust in the One who is unswayed by it all … the One who is moving things towards His intended destination. In 
the end, whether we are filled with panic and fear or overwhelmed by all the mental mojinations, the answer to what we 
we most need is the same: greater confidence in Him. It doesn’t answer all the questions nor alleviate all the churning; 
but, at the very least, it can certainly settle us in a peaceful rest as we trust in the competence of the Sovereign Lord 
of al things. He’s certainly not lost control of where it’s all leading. 
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A note from RICK ... 
There’s still a lot of uncertainty out and about regarding the virus. Listen to opinions, read the news, and you’ll see 

a group that is saying to open everything back up. Now. It’s done and over. You’ll see another group encouraging 

even stricter regulations for a longer period of time, because if we open up, it’ll come back hard. There are some, 

maybe most, in the middle of those two extremes. Everyone has their anecdotal evidence to back up their opinions.  

Especially if you’re one of the many that get their “news” from Facebook or other social media. (I know there’s a lot 

of legitimate places to get information in social media, I’m just hoping we’re all using good discernment in our 

sources!) I’m sure you have your own opinions. I know I have mine, and I’m praying for our leaders to make wise 

and sound decisions even when those decisions don’t align with my opinion.   

Here’s what I know: I am ready for it to be over. I’m ready to meet again as the church. I miss you people! My heart 

breaks for all of us who have had to deal with loss because of it, of course, from death to job loss and more.   

But, while I pray and fret and worry a little bit, I’m more of an “it is what is” person in general. This is what we have 

to do, so let’s do it and get it over with. Most of the time, my attitude is that of “we’ve been dealt a situation that 

nobody likes, but this is what we’ve got, so let’s just make the best of it and slug our way through.”     

…but then there are those moments … frustrating moments. When I hear the numbers of job loss, and when I know 

and can put faces to some of those numbers. When I know some who are worried that it’s coming their way. When I 

worry about family and friends with compromised immune systems. Or when I see on the news another high-profile 

evangelical calling this “God’s response to _________” (fill in the blank). When a camp my boys were looking 

forward to back home this summer is cancelled, and I see their disappointment written on their faces. When Lex, 

my 5-year-old, gets a rare chance to actually play with another kid and he just soaks it up and I’m reminded of how 

much he’s missing out on socially during this time. (Lex asks every morning, “When is this sickness going to be 

gone?” – even he’s tired and done with this!) 

In these moments, I need to be reminded that I was not intended to carry these burdens alone. One morning 

recently, I read in 1 Peter 5: “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time 

He may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.” 

I needed that reminder that day. Because, while I’m not by nature a person who worries much, when I do, I have a 

hard time setting things aside. We need to be reminded that even when times are hard or different or frustrating, we 

need to cast our anxieties onto God because He cares for us. We aren’t meant to carry these burdens alone.   

But if you’re like me, you find it hard to cast your anxieties onto God. What does that even look like? I read recently 

a book by Zach Eswine. In it, he writes these words: 

Casting our cares is like reaching into a pile of mixed laundry, sorting out each cloth, and putting 

each piece back where it belongs. Or going through a worn garage of tools scattered everywhere.  

One by one I pick up each tool and hand it to God, and he puts it back where it belongs. 

Casting our anxieties on Him is an act of prayer, an act of humility – picking up each of our concerns and voicing it 

to Him and allowing Him to take it from there. But if you’re like me, once one pile of laundry is sorted, another is 

ready to go. Or when my tools are finally put away, it’s time to start another project and they come back out again.  

That means that casting our anxieties on Him is a process … a continual one.   

So, as I’m sure you’re already doing, Church, let’s be putting our concerns over this virus and the problems it has 

caused onto the Lord. Let’s be praying, not just for our own worries and concerns, but for those of our neighbors, 

our friends, our church, etc. ... because we were never meant to do this alone.   

Love y’all!       
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As we mentioned last month, several aspects of our “SOUTHLAND Kids” ministry are impacted 
by realities connected to COVID-19. It means our kids are missing their “Kid ENCOUNTER” 
time on Sunday mornings. In addition to that, we are past when our Spring session of “Cultivate 
KIDS” would have ended. In the midst of all of that, there are certainly ongoing challenges that 
our kids are wrestling through just as adults are in the midst of all this.  

Les has identified some resources that might be helpful to parents and families (we’re including 
them again in this edition); these are especially designed for grade school students and younger. 

1) RightNow Media offers several quality videos (let the office know if you need help 
 with a free subscription to RNM):  

 SuperBook - truths and life lessons through captivating animated Biblical accounts. 

 Micah’s Super Vlog - an animated comedy about a boy who is on a journey to be a 
better follower of Jesus. Using his video log (vlog for short), he shares his 
thoughts on his friends, teachers and Scripture. 

 Other good series include 3-2-1 Penguins, What’s in the Bible?, THEO and 
Adventures in Odyssey. 

2)  If your children tend to be "hands-on" learners, Les highly recommends the Children's 
Worship Bulletins.  Go to https://www.childrensbulletins.com/. Use these credentials 
for access: the log-in is leslondeen@yahoo.com & the password is Southland1630. Once 
the page opens you can choose any desired Scripture reference and age. 

3) https://www.dltk-bible.com … Bible crafts, recipes and puzzles. 

4)  We also have a wide selection of the SuperBook series on DVD here at the church as 
well as several other DVD titles available for your use. Let us know if you want to stop 
by and borrow anything we have. 

We encourage you to make use of such resources during this time. Of course, even beyond such 
things, there is great value in taking the opportunity simply to talk to your kids about how our 
faith in Christ speaks to realities like COVID-19. 

       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

As we move towards reconvening (whenever it actually happens), there may be some implications 
for how we do things on Sunday mornings. One of those potential impacts involves our “Kid 
ENCOUNTER” time. Right now, many churches that are re-opening tend to be streamlining their 
Sunday AM ministry programming, including reducing what their children’s ministries are 
offering. As we gain greater clarity on WHEN we can resume our Sunday gatherings, we will 
include in our planning and communicate any such implications. 

 

In addition to camps and VBS (see the next page), we are also considering 
other ministry events for kids/families this Summer. In the midst of what 
kids have missed during this season, it’s a way we can help them re-connect 
and enjoy their “church family.” As with everything else, we will 
communicate specifics as we become able to make such plans. 

https://www.childrensbulletins.com/
mailto:leslondeen@yahoo.com
http://www.dltk-bible.com/
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Camp Session (ages/grades) Dates (days of the week) 
 

The Summer 

2020 camp 

theme focuses 

on Paul 

“RELENTLESS” 

Beginner Camp (K-1st) July 11 (Sat.) 

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) July 16-18 (Thurs. - Sat.) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp July 12-15 (Sun. - Wed.) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) July 26-31 (Sun - Fri.) 

The 2020 camp season at Maranatha 
The current situation has impacted plans for this year’s camp season at 
Maranatha - just as it has with everything else. 

FOR NOW, the camp has made adjustments to their schedule that directly involve ALL of 
the camps we had originally planned on attending. As a result, below are the new dates 
when Southland intends to have groups going to camp. 

 

 

 

 

Remember: it ’ s the grade students are entering next school year ! 

NOTE:  Yes, the camp for 7th & 8th grades is the same as our 2020 VBS week; while that is 
not preferred, it’s required due to our other plans/schedules for the summer. 

Obviously, these dates (and, for that matter, the entire camp season) are still subject to 
change. All we can do now is communicate our intentions and adjust from there. 

At this point, it still seems prudent to wait on the registration process (typically happens in 

April). Attending these camps in July moves our registration deadline back to June 22. That 

still gives us time to complete that process . We will share more as things continue to unfold. 

Some Info Applicable to Kids and Youth 

At the beginning of each June, we “promote” our students to 
their next grade level in our Southland ministries for kids/youth. 
As soon as one school year ends (it’s a much different reality this 
May, but it still happens this time of year), kids go ahead and 
mentally advance themselves. So, we do too!  

This year, it will be Sunday, June 7 (or applicable whenever things resume). We will communicate all of 
the specific implications in the next edition of “The Vine.”  

Plans are still underway for our 2020 VBS (kids age 4 
through 6th - see the current camp schedule below for junior 
high students); it’s always a Summer highlight for our kids’ 
ministry. Here are some preliminary details. 

Dates:  Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30 (our 
VBS runs from 6-8:30 each evening)   

This year’s theme: “Time Lab” - a focus on Jesus who has 
always existed and will exist FOREVER! 

For now, we are planning on VBS. We will make any necessary 
decisions over the next couple of months. 
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Les’ latest  

At this time of year, all over the country young men and women are typically walking in procession, dressed in 

caps and gowns, as they receive their diplomas. Each graduation season, this process signifies the completion 

of a particular course of study. A diploma received represents to some degree a certain amount of knowledge 

that the student has been taught, has had to study, and will hopefully retain. In the end, the hope is that each 

graduate leaves their particular school with more knowledge than when they entered. 

The Bible speaks often about the importance of knowledge. In the book of Proverbs, knowledge is tied to the 

concept of wisdom. That is, true knowledge is not only about the receiving of information, but the ability to 

properly apply it to one’s life. Not only that, both wisdom and knowledge are tied to God, because He is the 

ultimate source. We are reminded in the Scriptures that we will gain true wisdom and knowledge as we live 

our lives in relationship with Him. 

The writer of Proverbs includes words like these:   

“For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs 2:6).  

“For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul” (Proverbs 2:10). 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 

   and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” (Proverbs 9:10). 

Knowledge is a wonderful gift, but let us never forget the true source of all knowledge. And, let us pray that 

God would help us apply the knowledge we receive with His divine wisdom.  

P. S. Congratulations to the incredible class of 2020 (see pages 5 and 6 for these graduates)! 

Les and his sponsors are using the Zoom app to maintain some connection with Group 

Huddle students during this time. Les sends out instructions ahead of these meetings 

including ID’s and passwords. The last Zoom meetings will be Sunday, May 10. 

As we gain greater clarity on guidelines, be looking for plans re: activities throughout the Summer. 
For example, the “Middle School Mid-Nighter” originally planned for April will now happen 
sometime this Summer. Be looking for details about this and similar events. 

Specifically for HIGH SCHOOL … 
The 2020 “MOVE” Conference - July 5-11 in 

Lincoln, NE (registration is now closed)  
 

At this point, the Summer MOVE Conference is still on the calendar. We will continue to provide any 
necessary updates about this. After the yard sale, final balances owed will be communicated to 
families; the final payment will then be due in late June. 
 

ATTENTION students and families: The “youth yard sale” fundraiser has 
been moved to Friday, May 29 and Saturday, May 30. That seems a wise 
move at this point. See page 4 for more general information about donating items 
for the yard sale. 
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southlandwomen 
From Kristie … 

Hello from my yellow office! I am so thankful for these yellow walls, because they 
make my office feel like sunshine all the time. We have had lots of cloudy days 
recently, and I have been thankful for this atmosphere I enjoy when I am at work. I 
love sunshine. I would even say I NEED sunshine. But I can’t have sunshine every day. 
The world just doesn’t work that way.  

As I think back over the past few weeks, while the world has felt upside-down, I have 
bumped up against several things that I love or like or at some point even felt I 

NEEDED that have just not been an option. Eating out is one. Shopping for things that are non-essential is 
another. Spending time with little kids – littler than my own. Hugs with people beyond my circle. Going to a 
movie in a theater. Watching my boys play baseball. 

I would guess you have a list also. Things that were part of your routine or were occasional pleasures that, in 
this season, you have had to live without: things you look forward to, things that bring you joy and - dare I say 
- happiness. Many of us have heard all our lives that happiness is really not something we should strive for. 
Joy maybe, but not happiness. At least in Christian circles, we’re kind of told we shouldn’t seek happiness, or 
really even talk about it, or at least it can feel that way. Like somehow it’s too worldly. It’s too fleeting; it 
feels almost selfish.  

But God created us, and it seems like He wired us to seek happiness. He gave us pleasure sensors within our 
bodies, and He created our brains with a longing for the chemicals that help us feel happy. I’m no expert on 
science (or anything else, for that matter!), but I know there are chemicals like oxytocin, dopamine and 
serotonin that highly influence our feelings. (For a good description of how these function and a perspective on 
godly happiness, see chapter 9 in your Core 52 book. We’ve discussed it in D-groups and I find it fascinating.) 

So, in this time, we have probably been without some of the things that might normally bring us a sense of 
happiness. But I hope you can say with me that you have still found ways to find it, perhaps even new ones, 
and that you can see God’s hand sending blessings to you even now. I had been meaning to keep a list of 
blessings that have happened either in spite or even BECAUSE of these strange circumstances, but it took me 
awhile to actually do it. I finally did sit down and write it, and while I’m confident I will add to it, I filled two 
pages of lined notebook paper, and had more on a third!  

God is faithful. It should be no surprise that He is at work in every set of circumstances, including this one. 
And I think some things have even been highlighted that often fly under our radars. We have likely had more 
time with our own thoughts. We have spent more time at home. If we live with others, we have had more time 
with them. Maybe we have gotten more physical rest. Maybe we have been “flexing our muscles” in working 
out or gardening or home improvement projects. I think most of us have been more intentional about finding 
ways to connect with people outside our homes, often while staying inside our homes. Maybe we have invested 
more time in God’s Word. We have probably slowed down. We may have had less distraction. Maybe we have 
heard God’s voice more clearly. 
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers. 

Box Top Girls 
Since BTG lost its last 
two meetings, we are 

looking at scheduling a 
last meeting for the 
year when we can 
(perhaps in June?).  

Be looking for more 
details soon. 

I feel that this has been a time of learning contentment in a new way. I have thought often these days about 
Philippians 4:11-12  

11 “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have 
learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want.” 

I hope that this season has been one of blessing for you, even in the midst of challenging circumstances. I hope 
you have drawn closer to Jesus. I hope you have felt His love for you and His strength flowing through you. I 
hope you have had good interactions with your loved ones. I hope you have eaten some of your favorite foods 
and experienced things that you enjoy. I hope you have enjoyed God’s creation outside. I hope you have felt a 
deep contentment and - again, dare I say - happiness in blessings God has sent your way. And I hope you move 
toward life becoming more “normal” with a deeper sense of God’s faithfulness. I am hoping and praying these 
things for myself as well.  

12 “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to 
take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”    Philippians 3:12-14 

I am so thankful to be pressing on with you! 

Like other ministries, W.S.A. (Bible study on Thursday 
mornings) missed a portion of its schedule due to the 
current realities. Originally, W.S.A. had planned on not 
meeting in the summer, though we are now considering 
some sort of session. Be looking for information about 
that as we gain clarity about what is ahead. 

Upcoming women’s ministry events 
Due to the tentative nature of everything right now, we have not yet planned our next 

women’s event. As the next few weeks unfold and we gain greater clarity, we will be 
announcing any plans for the Summer. 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

“When You’re Drowning: Grace Like an Ocean” - by Adam Faulkner 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear though the 

earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and 

foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.” – Psalm 46:1-3 (ESV) 

“Grace is sufficient even though we huff and puff with all our might to try to find something or 

someone it cannot cover. Grace is enough. He is enough. Jesus is enough.” – Brennan Manning 

Well kids, I don’t know about you, but life is pretty crazy right now. I know many of you are standing in front of 

several terrifying realities: financial issues, fear for safety, and cabin fever, just to name a few. Life. Is. Crazy. 

Your “Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy,” back with a word for the day, but since life is crazy, we’re going 

to go with TWO words. Ready? GRACE and SOVEREIGNTY. 

Let’s talk about a man in the Biblical story named Gideon. 

Gideon isn’t in a huge part of the story like some. He has a few chapters in the book of Judges (chapters 6-8), 

but not much else. But just like Jonah and his short book, Gideon brings a lot to the table in very small section. 

Over a seven-year period, the Israelites were being opposed and oppressed by a group of people called 

the Midianites. As happened often in the period of the judges, the Lord had allowed this as a consequence for 

Israel’s running away from Him yet again (well, that’s new … NOT). The Israelites couldn’t do much because of 

these people. The book of Judges explains how they had to hide in caves and as soon as they would plant any 

crops, the Midianites would come wipe them out.  

So, once again, Israel cries out to the Lord for help, and the Lord raises up another judge (people who led the 

country at the time) by the name of Gideon. He came from a weak clan, and he proclaimed himself the 

weakest of said clan. It wasn’t false humility; he just couldn’t understand how the Lord could use him to stop 

this massacre at the hand of the Midianites. The book of Judges even says the number was so great they were 

impossible to count. 

Fast forward through Judges 6, and we find Gideon getting ready to fight with 32,000 men. But the Lord says 

“Wait, that’s too many!” SAY WHAT!? So Gideon lets 22,000 mean leave and he keeps his 10,000. But wait, 

the Lord says “That’s still too many.” SAY WHAT AGAIN!!?!?! They are preparing to face this incredible force 

and the Lord keeps sending fighters away. I would have been extremely confused at this point and probably 

given up – gone to paint a picture. But not Gideon, he sends most of the men away and only keeps 300 in the 

end at the Lord’s instructions. Let’s just remind ourselves that, by this account, the force that they are about 

to take on “cannot be counted no more than the sand on the seashore.” That’s a lot! 

Sometimes life can seem like a valley full of Midianites; some impossible odds that we could never face on our 

own. As I mentioned above, things feel very “up in the air” with life right now. Everything inside of me says, 

“Run away; this is impossible!” But I think the beautiful thing is that we serve a sovereign King who is the ruler 

of all. Nothing, not even us, can derail the amazing, raging fury called the love of God. 

You want to know what happened with Gideon? He took his 300 men and, through the Lord’s intervention, 
scared the snot out of the enemy who could not be counted. The Midianites encamped in a valley were so 
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panicked by Gideon’s 300 soldiers with lit torches and blaring trumpets surrounding their camp, that they 

fought and killed one another. The remaining few who escaped were pursued and defeated. Once again, 

because God made a promise to deliver, everything turned out for God’s purpose, to show to the Israelites 

how mighty the “Great I Am” truly is. I can imagine this was not the way Gideon was expecting things to go. He 

probably imagined a lot of conquering through sheer force, but thankfully, God doesn’t do things our way. 

God doesn’t ask us to win the war. He already did that on the cross. He just wants us to show up to the battle 

with a humble heart ready to serve and He’ll handle the rest. 

One of my favorite songs ever is called “If I Stand” by the late Rich Mullins. The first bit of the chorus has 

become a life motto for me, “So if I stand, let me stand on the promise that You will pull me through and if I 

can't, let me fall on the grace that first brought me to You.” 

I don’t know about you, but the grace that first brought me to God was life-changing. If that’s the thing I fall 

into if and when I fail, I’m going to be ok, and I know you will be, too. Our King is the only true Ruler of the 

world. He scoffs as others try to control Him and put Him in a box. No other president, emperor, or king can 

match Him. He is “the Rock of Ages,” “the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.” His grace will 

not end, will not stop, and you cannot escape it. 

So, let’s show up to the battle ready to fight and watch the “God of angel armies” do His stuff. Sing church. 

Sing into the darkness, into the fear, into the chaos. Sing of His grace and sovereignty. May his love be our 

battle cry, the anthem for all of our lives! 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” - Romans 8:38-39 

Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy, 

Adam Faulkner 

We are certainly grateful to be able to “LIVE STREAM” our 

ENCOUNTER services during this season through Facebook LIVE. 

Even if you don’t have an account, you can still access this through 

the following link: https://facebook.com/gosouthland. 

Some specifics about how this new format (repeated form last month as reminders): 

 In the event that we have issues with the LIVE STREAM, we are also recording the video 

and will have it available on Facebook as soon as we can. 

 We are continuing to participate in the Lord’s Supper. Please make sure you have 

supplies so you can join us during this time as we remember what Jesus has done for us. 

 Offering is certainly not normal right now; but, check out page 3 for details about how 

you can still give during this time. This is certainly still part of our worship, so we 

encourage you to continue giving as you can even in this season! 

 If you typically take sermon notes, we are still making that possible. You can use your 

own supplies. Or, we are also making note sheets available. Each Sunday morning, we 

send out a PDF with sermon notes that you can print and use at home (also, see below). 

https://facebook.com/gosouthland
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

The new realities of COVID-19 have directly impacted our Connect Groups. Over the past several weeks, 

we know that different groups have been trying different means to stay connected in this season.  

At this point (as of the newer relaxed guidelines as of Thursday, May 7), we see increased opportunity for 

people to get together whether at the church building - as long as that is communicated to the office in 

advance - or elsewhere. For sure, this needs to happen respecting both the choices of individuals/families 

and appropriate boundaries in this season. Within those parameters, though, there is opportunity for a 

greater level of connecting. Maybe it’s working at creating a time for your Connect Group just to be 

together. Maybe it’s an effort for individuals and families (within a Connect Group or otherwise) to share 

the ENCOUNTER “Live Stream” experience together in the context of relationships - even as we cannot 

be all together, perhaps this level of community can enhance our worship, the Lord’s Supper, etc. Whatever 

it is, we encourage you as you are comfortable with it to start moving in this healthy direction of being 

together with others in the church family on such smaller levels. 

On so many levels, this season has been challenging - in part, due to the 

separation from others relationally. At the same time, hopefully it has re-kindled 

within us a valuing of the sense of FAMILY God has designed us to experience 

with one another in Christ. As we begin to move to a sense of “normal,” we’ can 

hopefully embrace on a whole new level the privilege of being TOGETHER again - 

even in person! 

At this point, we are past when this semester was scheduled to finish (the end of April) and we are 

moving on towards our planning for CULTIVATE resuming in September.  

In the meantime, we would certainly encourage you to continue along through the Core 52 book as a 

personal study resource (some groups are even continuing to use it in some format). You can still be 

reading the book - no, it’s not the same as doing it in the context of a D-Group, but it still has value. 

Also, make sure you check out the helpful resources available at core52.org. When you register 

there, you can have access to materials that can help you along this journey.  

We will communicate our CULTIVATE plans for Fall 2020 (scheduled to resume in September) 
as we work through those over the next few months. 

https://core52.org/
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Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are certainly many of our “normal” service opportunities that are not happening right 

now: no nursery workers, no greeters, no serving teams, etc. In such ways, this season has been 

somewhat of a “break” for some. And yet, there are certainly many ways in which we can still 

be serving - even if those kinds of normal service opportunities aren't needed fro now. We 

encourage you to have your eyes open to opportunities - both within the Southland FAMILY and 

beyond - where you can be BUILDING UP others!  

Here are a few ways we are still needing some help now and in the near future: 

 Our mowing season has ramped up in the past several weeks. We have not fully put 

together a schedule yet; so, we’re doing what we can to coordinate that through 

volunteers. Contact the office if you are willing and able to serve in this way and we’ll go 

from there. 

 We cannot identify a date yet, but at some point as restrictions are loosened, we will be 

putting together some work crews for specific projects. Between some work on our 

grounds (i.e. mowing, weed eating, trimming bushes, etc.) to the ongoing process of 

switching over our lights, etc. … there are some tasks with which we are going to need 

help. Be looking for more details. 

 We will also be needing lots of volunteers (as usual!) for our 2020 VBS … the dates are 

July 27-30 (still being planned at this point). Our planning process is certainly going to 

look different this year due to all that is happening, but we know we’re going to need lots 

of help! Please be looking for specific ways to volunteer as we’ll have to be moving on 

that pretty quickly once we start that part of the process. 

A “THANK YOU!” to all who are continuing to bring in yard 

sale items. We are grateful for those who are participating in 

this effort to support our young people. 

A “THANK YOU!” to many who are taking the initiative to organize and host ZOOM meetings 

during this season: Les Londeen and his crew of youth group sponsors as well as several of our 

Connect Group and D-Group leaders - it’s a great way to help maintain some connections! 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does 

its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

The Pregnancy Care Center’s 2020 fundraiser banquet – originally 

scheduled for mid-April – has been postponed until August. We still intend 

to host a table and participate in the evening; it’s a great way to support the PCC and encourage Southland’s 

partnership with them. Be looking for more details. 

One other PCC-related note: we typically run a fundraiser campaign from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day called the 

“Baby Bottle Boomerang.” Unfortunately, that isn’t going to happen formally this year. We certainly appreciate the 

PCC’s ongoing work. So, while the baby bottles are not being used, if you want to support the Pregnancy Care 

Center, you can certainly still give to them either directly or by designating a love offering through Southland.  

As previously announced, we had to postpone our 2020 “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (originally scheduled 

for May 3) until sometime later in the year - likely sometime in the Fall. We’ll share more information 

about plans as the next few months unfold and we get a better sense on where things will be.  

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) 

when available. This is really the only way one of our 

partners can share with supporters as their location makes 

any online presence too risky from a security standpoint. 

Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-19 
realities impact their locations significantly as well! 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

 

Plans are still underway for a 2020 mission trip to Anapra, Mexico - 

August 1-7. Rick is monitoring updates from “Casas por Cristo,” and 

such work is still deemed “essential.” That allows for travel across the 

border, etc. If you have questions or would potentially like to 

participate (there’s still room), contact Rick - by phone at 816-351-2995 

or via e-mail at rick@gosouthland.org. As the team makes preparations 

over the next months, there may be some ways that the Southland 

family can help support them; we’ll share more along the way. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

