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Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 
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GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 
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We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine in early April 2023. 

 

 

 
 Sunday, March 12 

A note about Sunday, March 12: 

no 9:15am ministry programming on this 
particular Sunday (see p. 16 for the “why”) 

The grass turns green … the trees blossom … the 

flowers bloom. As life “springs up” all around us, 

may we be reminded of and celebrate the God of new 

life - the One who makes us a new creation in Christ 

and who renews us by His Spirit inside of us. 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
Important UPCOMING EVENTS in the life of the Southland family: 
Throughout the course of the year, we have various events for the whole church family. As it 
works out, these are mainly on the calendar annually between June and December (we’ll share 
some of these Summer-related dates in the next month of two). Without such specific events 
during this season, there’s not quite as much to advertise in this space.  

At the same time, there is obviously still a lot happening within the life of the Southland family - 
through our regular ministry programming and within individual ministries. Many such events 
are for everybody (either they include everyone or they are ones that everyone should be aware 
of) and are a great way to participate in the goodness of our church family life. Throughout this 
edition of “The Vine,” we’ve again shared about several key upcoming events that are good to 
have them in front of you even now. While there is much more information on the pages that 
follow, we want to make sure we highlight them here in one spot so that they’re not missed: 

GUATEMALA Mission Trip … March 11-19 (Spring Break week), Rick has 
been organizing this trip with Devin Chance from Life of Hope. The group 
will be representing the Southland family as they serve within the 
ministries we’re connected to in Guatemala City through Life of Hope. 

Be praying for the team: Douglas Arnold, Doug & Susan Graves, Ben & Debbie Jennings, Kristie 
Martin, Evan & Brittany Nothstine, Rick and Luke Randleman. They will be involved with some 
medical clinics, praying with individuals, visiting some of our sponsored children, and more.   

EASTER WEEKEND 2023 is approaching - toward the beginning of April! 
We’ll share more (especially about Sunday morning plans) as we move 
through the month of March; for now, here are the basic details: 

Good Friday service is at 7pm on Friday, April 7 - a time to reflect on 
Jesus’ death; then Sunday, April 9 is Resurrection Sunday as we come 

together to celebrate the story of Jesus’ victory over death. 

Each Summer, our high school students take an annual trip to the “MOVE” 
Conference (part of the ministry of CIY). It is a costly trip, and part of how the 
broader Southland family can support our young people is through the annual 
YOUTH YARD SALE; this year’s sale will be May 5-6. 

The yard sale is the fundraising event for our students attending MOVE, so obviously, donations 
are crucial to making it a successful endeavor. That’s why we encourage the entire Southland 
family to donate as you can. Les has started accepting donations now that we’re in March. You 
can bring items to the church anytime the building is open (you can also leave them in the 
unlocked church trailer). If you would like to have your items picked-up, call or text Les to 
arrange a time (417-773-1650).  

Our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” is Sunday, May 7. It’s a great day here at 
Southland as SERVING becomes our intentional focus church family-wide. We 
adjust the schedule of the morning so we can go out into our community to show 
love through practical action. Please put the date on your calendars and make 
plans to join us for this day (see p. 18 for more on this day)! 
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This is now the third year we have had the opportunity to offer a 
scholarship in memory of Warren Burros. As many of you will 
remember, Warren was a long-time elder and member at Southland 
who passed away in April of 2020. His company decided to honor and 
reflect his legacy by contributing toward a scholarship fund that we 
would run. It’s exclusively designed to bless and benefit high school 
graduates from within our Southland family. We have developed 
criteria and an application process. Our intention is to make the scholarship available to all 
qualified applicants based on criteria such as involvement, service, future plans, etc. (more on 
this is shared in the application process). We’re sharing the news now in preparation for 
launching the process in March or April. 2023 graduates, be watching for this. 

An Important Online Tool -  “Church Center: PEOPLE” 
We continue using this tool that’s part of “Planning Center” within the Southland 
FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that those who have 
signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password (you can access it here: 
https://people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also available through an app 

called “Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for us to maintain connections with others in the 
Southland family; it also allows anyone with access to manage contact information. We are also 
now using the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center for sending out all e-mail communications. 

Mark your calendars for Monday, July 24 through Thursday, July 27 (6-8pm 
each evening); it’s our 2023 VBS - Each Summer, this is 
a key event in the life of our church family. This year’s VBS is an 
opportunity for kids to learn more about the Bible, “the coolest book on the 
planet!” While it’s designed for kids (both our own Southland kiddos as well 
as guests), a successful VBS requires help from the entire church family.  

Over the next few months, we’ll share ways you can help - from volunteering to donating 
supplies, etc. One of the cool things that happens during VBS is it becomes a great way for us to 
grow as we work together to bless and serve our younger ones! Be watching the calendar page as 
Jessica is already having VBS meetings with various teams of volunteers (e.g. on March 26). 

A “THANK YOU” Note 
In response to how we’ve shown care and concern in various situations, 
we at times receive cards, notes, etc. expressing gratitude to the SCC 
family. Since there is not a great place to display these cards, we share 
them with you here in this section of “The Vine.” 

NOTE: We received the following note from the Gray family after Dan’s father, Mike, 
passed away back in January. 

Southland Family, On behalf of the family of Mike Gray, we would like to say how much we 
appreciate everyone who reached out to us during our time of sorrow.  
Thank you for the flowers and cards, your kind words and your presence during the visitation 
and funeral. 
       Sincerely,  
       Dan, Debbie and Kayla Gray 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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Another Online Tool for Communication: 
We have our general page that is public/visible for some basic information about 
us (this is what we use for our weekly live stream as well - see page 15 for more on 
that). We also have a Facebook page called “The Southland Scoop.” On this page, 
we share more specific church family-related information. If you’re not connected 
to this page, we encourage you to find it and connect with us in this way.  

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It 

can be accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?

c=1302996) or through the app. Either way, you can find a 

page designed for Southland where you can give. In addition 

to regular giving, this can be used for other purposes like payment of fees (e.g. for Cultivate meals, 

Group Huddle meals, MOVE Conference payments, etc.). Especially when using this platform to make 

such a payment, we do ask that you cover any charges. There is certainly no requirement to use this 

tool, but we are grateful to have it available for those who choose to use it. 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For February 2023 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 

Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: February monthly tithe = $41,036 

00 (4 Sundays)  Average weekly tithe = $10,259 

00  

Fiscal/ministry year-to-date (September 2022 onward), our tithe is $218,397 for a weekly average 

around $8,400… at this point, this projects to around $436,800 annually. 

This higher February tithe (4 Sundays) comes on the heels of a lower January tithe (5 Sundays). With 

the help of the late-2022 sale of the car titled over to Southland by Karen Lyons, our year-to-date 

tithe has put us in a manageable position for the time being.  

As a reminder, due to the previous fiscal year being “down,” we had entered this year without much 

buffer in our General Fund. We did have a couple of layers of designated reserves. In the midst of it 

all, Southland’s leadership continues to work to manage where we are overall with wise 

stewardship - being realistic while still prioritizing ministry and expenses that arise along the way.  

NOTE:   These tithe totals do NOT include special love offerings from February or any prior months. 

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
Even in March, wintry weather is still possible. Unfortunately, there are times 

when we have to cancel or adjust our regular schedule as a result of it. These 

changes will be made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to make such 

decisions at least 2 hours in advance) and communicated in these main ways: 

 Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page 

 Via e-mail through the “Planning Center: PEOPLE” lists we regularly use 

 Phone calls to those who may not have such “electronic access” (As a reminder, please let the 

office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change.) 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School for all kids and youth). See page 16 for more 

specifics - no 9:15am ministry programming on Sunday, March 12. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. 

Sunday evenings (meets weekly from 6-8pm - not meeting Sunday, March 12) … Group 

Huddle for middle school and high school youth; see page 11 for more details.  

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE, a “GROW DEEP” ministry … 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 

for ministry programming each week which includes D-Groups for adults. Check 

out page 16 for more details - no CULTIVATE on Wednesday, March 15. 

Thursday mornings (10am start time) … WSA - Ladies’ Bible Study (see p. 14) - no WSA on 

Thursday, March 16. 

Other specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Friday, March 10 and Saturday, March 11 … “Super Start” for kids in grades 4-6 (see p. 9). 

Saturday, March 11 through Sunday, March 19 … mission trip to Guatemala. 

Sunday, March 12 … Daylight Saving Time begins. 

Sunday, March 12 … no 9:15am ministry programming or Group Huddle on this day. 

Wednesday, March 15 … no Cultivate this week. 

Thursday, March 16 … no WSA this week. 

Sunday, March 26 … a meeting for VBS grade school rotation leaders at 8:30am and then for 

the VBS décor team at noon (see p. 10 for more details about these meetings). 

Friday, April 7 through Sunday, April 9 … Easter weekend 2023. 

Saturday, April 15 … “Bullfrogs and Butterflies” at Maranatha Bible Camp for 1st and 2nd 

graders (see p. 9 for more details about this event). 

Friday, April 21 … the high school “Mid-Nighter” from 6pm until midnight (see p. 12). 

Friday, April 21 into Saturday, April 22 … a women’s conference at Ozark Christian College 

in Joplin (see p. 14). 

A few dates for down the road so you can have these on your calendar: 

Friday, May 5 and Saturday, May 6 ... the annual youth yard sale. 

Sunday, May 7 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.”  

Various dates in June … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 9 for specifics). 

July 17-21 ... the high school MOVE conference (see p. 12 for details). 

Monday, July 24 through Thursday, July 27 ... “Operation Arctic,” our 2023 VBS. 
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What MATTers to me … 
In the midst of the cold, dreary days of Winter, Spring can seem like a wish and a 
prayer. Especially when we find ourselves experiencing the realities of mid-January, it 
all can seem so far away. And then, March arrives. To be fair, the day on which I write 
this (Friday, March 3), it’s hardly feeling like Spring - the weather is cold and damp; 
and yet, the promise of Spring is oh so close. I suppose there are some who like Winter, 
especially the snow that might come. Yet, for many of us, including myself, there’s something glorious about 
Spring. The grass turns green. Trees blossom. Flowers emerge from the ground. The sun shines with more 
warmth. Gentle breezes feel great, as opposed to the bitter wintery wind. It’s a time for getting outdoors as we 
welcome opportunities to bask in the sunshine at an outdoor sporting event, take a walk or just enjoy being out in 
the yard. Sure, not all Spring days are quite as idyllic, but in this particular season, they’re never far away. In a 
word, Spring is about LIFE; the deadness of Winter is overcome as life with its beauty and grace bursts forth. 

In our context, there’s so much positive that we associate with this season. It’s most appropriate given that it’s 
also the time of year in which we celebrate the heart of the Good News: the story of Jesus’ resurrection as death 
is conquered through life. Like those first days of Spring when it all feels so right, on that third day, Jesus arose 
as life burst forth through an empty tomb. Even more, because of what He has done, through our faith in Him, it 
means new life for us as well. As Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The Old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” Indeed, what we celebrate about this season is entirely 
appropriate for the faith we embrace as followers of Jesus. 

There is a song we occasionally sing called “Springtime” by Chris Renzema. The lyrics proclaim what Jesus has 
accomplished through His resurrection. They joyfully celebrate the life He has brought us through His love. They 
remind us of the goodness our souls experience because of His refreshment. They plead for His activity to bring 
about growth in our lives of faith. Here they are (condensed somewhat due to space):  

VERSE 1 

You're the resurrection that we've waited for 
You buried the night and came with the morning 
You're the king of heaven, the praise is yours 
The longer the quiet the louder the chorus 

CHORUS 

We will sing a new song 'cause death is dead and gone with the winter 
We will sing a new song; let "hallelujahs" flow like a river 
We're coming back to life, reaching towards the light; Your love is like springtime 

VERSE 2 

You're the Living Water; God, we thirst for you 
The dry and the barren will flower and bloom 
You're the sun that's shining; You restore my soul 
The deeper you call us, oh, the deeper we'll go 

BRIDGE 

 Come tend the soil; come tend the soil of my soul 
 And like a garden, and like a garden I will grow, I will grow 

As we’ve sung this song recently - especially in anticipation of Spring’s arrival - I’ve found my heart celebrating 
the blessings we get to experience through Christ and His resurrection. Indeed, new life is ours because of Him. 
Throughout the pages of Scripture, we read about the depths of God’s love for us; it seems that there are not 
enough positive metaphors to express it adequately. Yet, there’s something about the one found in this song that, 
especially around this time of the year, should fill us with joy and gladness: “Your love is like Springtime.” Indeed, 
may we bask in the blessing, goodness and beauty of new life that is ours all because of His life-giving love for 
us, a love that causes such life to burst forth out of death.   
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A note from RICK ... 
I enjoy reading and usually prioritize it my routine. I’ll read just about anything I can get my hands on if it 
looks to be valuable or has potential for a great story. Several years ago, a friend recommended that I read 
The Endurance: Shackleton’s Incredible Voyage to the Antarctic by Alfred Lansing. He was right. It was 
worth the read, and I’ve returned to it a couple times. Recently, my friend wrote a devotional blog post about 

the book that I thought I’d share here:  

“Endurance” was the name of a special ship designed to take a crew of intrepid explorers through 
Antarctica’s ice pack to its very shore. There, part of the crew would endeavor to cross the continent 
to become not only the first British men to do it, but the first humans. Lansing’s book unfolds this true 
account of heroism, leadership, and mental and physical tenacity. Despite the ship’s sturdy 6-foot 
thick, oak hull and its cutting edge, ice-crushing design ... despite the abundant stores of provisions 
for the exploration available in the early 1900’s, the “Endurance” became lodged in the ice, never to 
return. The crew found themselves captives of the ice, and the ship was eventually smashed to bits 

by the undulating heaving of the impenetrable ice floes.  

The ship was lost, but the men aboard were not. We read of how they painstakingly hauled their 
equipment and stores miles and miles across the treacherous ice tundra, always taking sightings and 

plotting a course for the freedom and salvation of the ocean that lay north. 

Months and months, they traveled with persistence and fervor across the rolling tide of the floes to reach 
the sea. But alas, the sea presented another test of their skill and resolve as they embarked again on a 
perilous journey, braving the icebergs, encountering pack ice, and being drenched by the ice spray from 

the swells of the open ocean. 

Trusting small, hand-crafted life boats fitted with repurposed canvas for sails, they made their way to 
an island, but their hopes plummeted as they found the land offered no bounty, no long-term supply. 
Someone would have to go for help. Leaving 24 crew members ashore, six men set out from their 
tiny, icy island in a 22-foot, homemade dinghy. They would sail over 800 miles across the most 
treacherous ocean on the planet with nothing but primitive navigation tools and a will to survive. The 
fate of the crew - those left behind and those in the dinghy - rested on the ability for the expedition’s 

leader, Ernest Shackleton, to cover the distance successfully and return to rescue them.  

Though riddled with scenes of peril, intrigue, and the anguish of their plight, it was the book’s last few 
pages that brought tears to my eyes. Against all odds and with unmistakable divine intervention, 
Shackleton prevailed and returned to rescue his crew who had waited faithfully for months. The 
captain refused to rest easy until the last soul was reclaimed from Elephant Island, and as those 
souls step into the lifeboat, “everything that had only moments before seemed so important, now 

faded into nothing at the realization of their rescue.”  

I cannot help but think of our great expedition leader, Jesus. He crossed a void we could not cross. He 
overcame all odds to rescue us. I want to be like that crew awaiting their captain, faithfully believing that 
He would return. I will not lose hope, not grow apathetic, not become consumed with hoarding all I can to 
preserve myself in this current situation. With my Savior looking on, I want to be the one who steps into 
that lifeboat, having never lost faith, having never given up the fight, and never looking back and longing 
for the trappings of all the remains on ice, Elephant island - things that seemed so important only moments 

before, but now fade into nothing. 

For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is 
seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but 

what is unseen is eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:17-18 - NIV) 
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what happens for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time every Sunday. 

 (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time. Kid Encounter is meeting as normal throughout March. 

Lessons for March are focusing on Bible stories where God used various 
animals to accomplish His purposes: thirsty camels, low-flying quail, a 
talking donkey and more. Through these lessons, kids can be reassured 
that God knows and loves them too. Even more, He is ready to use them 
in big ways too! 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer to 
provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so please 
check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Sunday School Classes for kids (9:15am on Sundays) 

Sunday School classes meet for all ages of kids each week 
(meeting as normal in March except for 3/12) - in addition to 
nursery for our youngest ones, we have a pre-K class, a class for 
students in K - 2nd grade and a class for students in 3rd

 - 5th grades. 

Kids up through 5th grade have their own programming as part of CULTIVATE - 6:30-7:45 on 
Wednesday evenings in the Fellowship Hall. Cultivate is not meeting Wednesday, March 15. 

The main content for this is a series called “13 Very Awesome Promises 
and How God Always Keeps Them.” Kids are learning how God kept His 
word to people like Abram, David, Zechariah and Elizabeth. They are also 
being reminded of the promises God makes to us when we’re afraid, lonely, 
sick or in any tough situation.  
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An Upcoming Event for 4th through 6th Graders: 

C.I.Y. “Super Start” 
in Tulsa, OK - March 10-11 

A few reminders: We’ll stay overnight at a church in Owasso, OK. You’ll need to pack a 
sleeping bag, pillow, etc. in addition to clothes and bathroom supplies) 

 We are leaving at 2pm on Friday and returning at 8pm on Saturday. 

 The $70 payment covers all costs except for any “merch” purchases; that’s 
the only reason kids should need any extra money.  

 

An Upcoming Event for 1st and 2nd Graders: 

“Bullfrogs and Butterflies” 
at Maranatha Bible Camp 

Saturday, April 15 
(times to be announced later)  

Come discover how God changes things! 

This is a day specially-designed for younger grade school students. It includes lunch, snacks, 
materials and activity supplies.  

Cost is $25/camper; this does cover the student and     1 parent; if a 2nd parent wants to 
attend, it’s an additional $10. 

To register, use this website: https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/ 
(the normal camp registration one - you can click directly on it if viewing this electronically). 

Please remember to select the “pay by cash” option and get the payment to Jessica; she 
does need to know by March 19 who is planning to attend. 

Dates for the 2023 camp season 
Below are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending at Maranatha 

this June; we wanted to make sure you have them on your calendar. 

 

 

 

 

* It’s the grade students are in for the 2023-2024 school year! 

For the April edition of “The Vine,” we will share information about registration 

for the 2023 camp season. 

Camp Session (ages/grades)* Dates (days of the week)  

Beginner Camp (K-1st) June 10 (Sat.) 

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) June 15-17 (Thurs. - Sat.) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp June 11-14 (Sun. - Wed.) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) June 18-23 (Sun - Fri.) 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/
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Les’ latest  
Spring Break is upon us. Warmer weather. Birds chirping. 

Flowers appearing. Greenness overtaking dismal brown. The 

pounding of a basketball on the driveway. These are all signs 

that Spring Break is right around the corner. You may have 

big plans for the week; maybe you are going on a trip with 

friends or traveling to see your family. Either way, time away 

from school provides an opportunity to do something exciting. 

While making plans over break is good, it is important to not lose sight of the value of setting 

aside time to rest. The significance of rest is discussed several times in the Bible. When God 

created the Earth, He worked for six days and rested on the seventh. God did not need to rest, 

but He did so to set an example for us to follow. Exodus 34:21 says , “Six days you shall work, but 
on the seventh day you shall rest. In plowing time and in harvest you shall rest.” Even in the 

midst of busy seasons, we are commanded to take time to rest. 

Sometimes, it is not easy to take a break; doing so involves putting our full trust in God. In order 

to come to a complete state of rest, we must let go of our own plans and submit to God ’s plan 

instead. Rest also requires that we acknowledge our inability to do everything on our own and 

that we must rely on God’s strength. 

As Christians, we can find rest in spending time with Christ. Jesus offered this invitation, “Come to 
Me all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). 

If this semester has been busy and stressful, it is even more important to set aside time to 

recharge over break. No matter what trials we may be in the midst of, we can give our concerns 

over to God, because of His great love for us. Dedicating time to rest allows us to spend time in 

God’s Word and align our hearts with His, and we can return to our work or school feeling 

refreshed and able to put forth our best effort. 

Here’s how Peter writes it: ”Cast all your cares on Him because He cares for you”  (1 Peter 5:7).  

A Look Ahead to 2023 VBS - July 24-27, evenings: 
Believe it or not, our 2023 VBS is just around the corner. We’ve 
selected “Operation Arctic” as our theme for this year. During this 
VBS from Answers in Genesis, kids will explore the coolest Book on 
the planet - God’s Word. The Bible is an important part of our lives; 
this material will help it come to life in a fun way.  

Make sure the dates are marked on your calendar and plan on joining 
us for the week! 

If you are interested in serving as a VBS volunteer, we’d love your help; please contact Jessica.  

There are several meetings over the next few months as we prepare for VBS, including two on 
Sunday, March 26:  

 (1)  A meeting for the grade school rotation leaders at 8:30am (donuts will be provided)  

 (2) A meeting at noon in the Fellowship Hall for those who are willing to help with décor 
(i.e. the stage, auditorium, foyer, etc.) - we’re excited for this team’s plans and ideas 
as we get ready for VBS 
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GROUP HUDDLE has resumed. It’s a weekly time (6-8pm) for middle school and high school students 

who strive to love Christ and demonstrate His love to others. It offers a place for students to connect 

and dive into God’s Word as they participate in meaningful small groups and fellowship. 

GROUP HUDDLE Plans for the Upcoming Weeks: 

Sunday, 3/5 “The Southland Derby” - And they’re off! Join us for a night of horsing 

around. 

Sunday, 3/12 No Group Huddle for this week; enjoy your Spring Break! 

Sunday, 3/19 “Shamrockin’ Shenanigans” - It’s a night with a bit of malarkey and a 

lot of green! 

Sunday, 3/26 “March Madness” - Dribble, pass, shoot, score; tell us who you’re 

rooting for! 

Sunday, 4/2 “Hanging with Your Peeps” - Oh for peeps’ sake! As if we needed a 

special theme for marshmallow, sugary goodness.  

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding several 

hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $30 for each 

student (this is an increase due to rising costs; this covers through May). Make 

checks payable to Southland. You can also do this through Tithe.ly by choosing 
the “Group Huddle meals” option; please cover the fee for this if you are using this option (see p. 4 
for more on using Tithe.ly).  

Parent volunteers are also welcome/needed to help with meals. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

Our offering - what is collected in both Kid ENCOUNTER and Group Huddle - is currently going to 

support Open Door Libraries and Reading for All. They are separate ministries with a similar 

emphasis. Both offer a welcoming environment filled with Christian books, media and other resources 

for all ages. These are places where people can read, listen, relax and socialize in Amman, Jordan; 

Berlin, Germany and Prague, Czech Republic. 

See earlier editions of “The Vine” for more information about these ministries. Their basic goal is to 

provide resources for seekers and believers alike in places where there are few evangelical churches 

and Christian material is limited. Recently, they have been able to serve the increasing refugee 

populations from neighboring countries like Syria and Ukraine. Their work also has a component of 

equipping pastors as well as training local Christian leaders. 

We are partnering with Open Door Libraries and Reading for All throughout the 

Winter/Spring semester. We encourage you to give generously. 

The “Presidential Coin Challenge” took place on two Sundays back in February 

(appropriately around Presidents’ Day). Each year, this challenge for students and 

sponsors regularly boosts our missions giving during the Spring semester. This 
year, we raised an additional $610.65 during this two-week time period; 
well done, young people!! 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS 
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The High School “MOVE” Conference 

at John Brown University (Siloam Springs, AR) 

July 17-21, 2023 

The total cost of the MOVE Conference is $384 which includes the conference as well as some help 

with transportation cost. Two $65 deposits should already have been paid as of the end of 

February; the final balance will be communicated after the yard sale in May.  

Make sure Friday, May 5 & Saturday, May 6 are on your calendars for the 

“youth yard sale” fundraiser. Each year, we start collecting donations for this 

event in March (see p. 2). It’s a great way for us to help with the overall cost of 

the conference for our students. 

for MIDDLE School/high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (starts at 9:15am on Sunday mornings): We have separate Sunday School 

classes for our middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the 

high school class meets in Room #6. Meeting as normal throughout March except for Sunday, 
March 12. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE (6:30-7:45 each week). Our middle school/high school youth 

are using season 2 from the popular series “The Chosen” as their content. We are not meeting 
Wednesday, March 15.  

for high school students 

“High School Mid-Nighter” 

Friday, April 21 (6pm - Midnight) 

Cost is $25/person 

Come enjoy a great evening of food, games and hilarious activities with your friends at this event 

specifically designed for high school students. We’ll be here until the clock strikes midnight! Be 

looking for a sign-up sheet for this event. 

Attention 2023 High School Graduates: 

Check out page 3 for information about a scholarship opportunity available to 

Southland graduates - “The Warren Burros Memorial Scholarship.” We’ve not 

yet opened up the application process, but we wanted to make you aware at this 

point so you can be watching for when we do. 

for MIDDLE School STUDENTS 
Two significant events are coming this Summer for middle school students: (1) middle school 

camp is June 18-23 (we’ll share more in next month’s edition of “The Vine” re: camp registration) 

and (2) VBS week includes activities for middle school youth (those going into 6th-8th grades next 
school year) -  July 25-28, from 6-8:30pm each evening.  
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Southland Women 
With the start of a new year, I’ve been doing a Bible reading program that will take me through  
Scripture in a year. Because the books of Law are at the beginning, that’s where these early months 
of the year have had me reading. I have been struck in a new way by the life of Moses. He has 
inspired me and challenged me. His life is a testimony to the goodness of God while also showing a 
side of God that is perhaps less comfortable for us to process. I’m confident you know the basics of 
the story of Moses, but in case it’s been a while since you thought about his life, I’ll share a few 
highlights here. 

Moses was born into a Hebrew family at a very dangerous time. The Hebrews were a growing population in the land 
of Egypt. The Pharaoh at the time grew concerned about them staging a coup, overthrowing the Egyptians, and 
removing him from power. As a result, he instructed the slave-masters over the Hebrews to increase their work, 
making them gather some of their own supplies; and, they were treated very cruelly. He also told the Hebrew 
midwives to kill all baby boys as soon as they were born, an instruction that they did not carry out. When Moses 
was born, his mother kept him hidden for three months and then made him a special basket and set him in the Nile 
river. That whole story has God’s fingerprints all over it, because it all worked out so beautifully! 

Moses was raised in the Pharaoh’s household, but he knew his heritage. That made him very sympathetic to the 
plight of the Hebrew slaves, and their mistreatment enraged him, to the point that, as an adult, he killed an 
Egyptian slave-master. He fled the country when the murder came to light, and afterward spent many years living a 
quiet life as a shepherd. One fateful day, God spoke to him from a flaming bush, and gave him a daunting 
assignment: go back to Egypt and lead the Hebrews out of slavery. It’s at this point that I particularly resonate 
with the narrative; Moses feels entirely incompetent and ill-equipped for the task. How I empathize with Moses! 
But God shows grace and makes some concessions. He also provides the help and support of Aaron, Moses’ 
brother, who would become the spokesperson for Moses and the Hebrews that he represents.  

From there, the book of Exodus details how God freed the Hebrews from slavery, and then, led them and cared for 
them the next forty years in miraculous ways. It chronicles, as do the next few books, God’s working among His 
people to lead them to their own land and to give them the laws they would need to govern it. But the Hebrew 
people were prone to complaining, grumbling and being extremely forgetful of all God had done for them. On one 
occasion, recorded in both Exodus 32:9-14 (the event itself) and Deuteronomy 9:13-19 (a look back at the event), 
God became so angry with His people that He was ready to destroy the entire nation. It was Moses who asked God 
to reconsider in defense of His own good Name to the nations around them, and God was convinced to relent. 
That’s a powerful man - he was in the right relationship with God, at the right time! 

Moses wasn’t perfect. He made mistakes. One was so offensive to God that He declared Moses would not be 
allowed to enter the Promised Land, even after so many years of leading the rebellious, frustrating people! (That 
story is told in Numbers 20:2-12.) But in spite of his mistakes, Moses led the vast nation of Israel for forty years. 
I can’t think of another person in Scripture who had such a large task for such a long span of time!  

There had to have been so many moments of discouragement, frustration and weariness. The people often 
complained and doubted the goodness of both God and Moses. But Moses faithfully carried out the task God had 
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given him, right up until God told him he would soon die and allowed him to look from a mountain top and see the 
land the Hebrews would inhabit. God kept Moses strong to the very end, and when he died at age 120, “his eyes 
were not weak, nor his strength gone” (Deuteronomy 34:7). 

The life of Moses inspires me. He had an enormous task to do, for a span of four decades. While he didn’t do it 
perfectly, he did carry it out faithfully. He had not chosen the job, but God chose him. He accepted the challenge, 
trusting in God’s strength and provision. That makes me think of a New Testament passage that reminds us to 
keep striving to live God’s calling - from Galatians 6:9: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  

May the life of Moses spur you on as you serve the Lord in the calling you have received. The God who called you 
will be faithful to sustain you, as you love, serve, and lean on Him.  

Box Top Girls 

BTG’s annual retreat day was held on Saturday, February 19; it was a valuable time for those who attended. 

Due to scheduling challenges with Friday evenings, there are currently no regular meetings planned for the rest 
of this school year. However, the BTG team is considering another possibility for the short-term as well as 
longer-term options as we move into the Fall. Details will be shared with BTG families as any are available. 

This ministry is an opportunity for women to spend time studying 
God’s Word together (a “GROW DEEP” ministry) while forming bonds 
with sisters in Christ.  

WSA meets on Thursdays at 10am in the Gathering Room; 
we finish by noon, but occasionally even before then. 

WSA Schedule for the Upcoming Weeks: 
 Thursday, March 9 We’ll wrap-up our session in 1 John. 
 Thursday, March 16 WSA is not meeting (Spring Break week). 
 Thursday, March 23   A new 6-week session that will run through the end of April; Kristie will share 

more content-related details with the group along the way. 

The “Women’s Conference” at Ozark Christian College in Joplin is April 21-22. 
We are not formally taking a group to this event; however, we did want to make 
you aware of the opportunity that is available through OCC, one of our local 
ministry partners. At this point (there was a reduced rate up through the end of 
February), the cost is $35 for the conference.  

For more details and to register, check out the website: https://occ.edu/events/event/womens-event. 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies 
age 8 through 8th grade as well as 

their moms/grandmothers.  

https://occ.edu/events/event/womens-event
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar 

For January and February 2023, we were in a sermon series on the Holy Spirit that we called 
“PRESENCE.” He is God’s ongoing/indwelling presence in our hearts and lives as those who have put 
our faith in Jesus. Beyond that, the NT teaches us that He’s actively at work in us; as a result, we 
have what we need to flourish in our lives of faith. This series helps us discover His activity so we can 
experience it to a greater degree - and, even more, so we can participate with what He’s working to bring about.  We’ll 
wrap-up this series on March 5 as we consider our RESPONSE to His activity. If we want to experience the full 
blessings of the Spirit’s presence and activity in our lives, then it matters how we cooperate with Him! 

After this series, we’ll have more of a “wild card” week on March 12 before launching into a brief series into the Easter 
season (details for that series are still pending). 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

We continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship service 

through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

general/public Southland Facebook page. Even though this format 

is not as ideal as “in-person” participation - the much better way for our family to be 

together to worship - we do value this online option as an alternative. Whatever the reason 

you are not able to be present, you can still stay connected to your church family this way. 

The live stream also means that past services remain available on our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland … they should still be accessible at this location 

even without an account). If you missed a week and want to catch-up, you can do so there.  

A Note Re: Our Worship Leading 

Once again, we need to pass along some unfortunate news re: our worship team. For the past several 

years, Kendall (Wooldridge) Miles has served as an integral part of this ministry. Since Fall of 2020, she has  

been a part of our main worship-leading rotation. Due to a pending move out-of-state with her husband, 

Jake, Kendall is needing to be done with her role later this Spring. (Yes, we’ve checked; commuting back 

for weekends from the San Diego area is evidently not an option.) We are grateful to Kendall and Jake for 

their service as part of our worship team; there will certainly be time to celebrate and recognize that 

service in the weeks ahead.  

On a broader level, leadership is beginning to process and work through what the future holds within our 

worship ministry. We still have several weeks with Rick and Kendall carrying-out the main role of leading. At 

the same time, combined with Jared Wilson’s previous transition, this puts us in a much different spot. We’re 

currently identifying potential solutions for how we move forward and will let you know what develops. 

Please be joining us in prayer about this matter. 

 

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

Because of what we see about this in the New Testament, we emphasize this within our process statement as 

one of the key ways we can grow and be equipped in faith. That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all 

about - a small group relational context for reflecting on God’s Word and praying together. These are a great 

place to get connected with others in the Southland family. 

Here are our Connect Groups - they meet at 9:15am (we do have Sunday School classes for kids/youth as well):  

(1) One part of the former “LAUNCH” group - more for college-aged students … in Room #5. 

(2) The other part of the former “LAUNCH” group - those who are moving beyond the college years (a 

new group started in September 2022) … in the Fellowship Hall. 

(3) A group for those previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who still have kids in the 

house and/or still in more of the career stage-of-life … in the Great Room. 

(4) A group for those previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at Last - those who are nearing or at 

retirement age … in the Gathering Room (off of the Great Room). 

Connects Groups are meeting as normal on March 5, 19 and 26. 

A Note about Sunday, March 12: no 9:15am ministry programming for this Sunday - there are a few factors at 

work on this day. It’s the first week of Spring Break. It’s the Sunday when we “spring forward,” always a down 

week for us. It’s also the first Sunday our Guatemala group is gone. These things combine to make it difficult 

for us to staff our typical 9:15am ministry programming, especially with our kids. As a result, Connect Groups for 
adults and Sunday School classes for kids/youth are not meeting on this day (unless your group decides on its 
own to do something, recognizing there’s nothing  available for young people).  

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

 
We previously shared a flyer with details about this session; you can find it using this link: Winter/

Spring 2023 Cultivate Session (paper copies are also available at the display in the foyer).  

For our D-Group content, we are continuing on in a book called Quest 52 - sessions 

specifically focused on Jesus and our pursuit of Him (i.e. discipleship). At the display in 

the foyer, we have made available a schedule of the chapters we’re using for this 

semester through the end of April; it has been revised to reflect weather-related changes. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Spring-Winter_2023_CULTIVATE_flyer.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Spring-Winter_2023_CULTIVATE_flyer.pdf
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

 
Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

3/5 Donna Lillard Andrea Conboy Sean & Megan Falconer 

3/12 Karen Baadsgaard Amanda Butler Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

3/19 Melissa Wilcox Anna Moore Stefani Hall 

3/26 Susan Graves Kristin Londeen Jessica Young 

SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for March 2023 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Team Serving Team Leader 

3/5 
Ben & Debbie Jennings 

Great Room Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

3/12 
T.B.D. 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

3/19 
Bob & Liz Wood 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

3/26 
Pat & Debbie Little 

Gathering Room Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

We use this space to share some specific ways we need volunteers. Just like any FAMILY, we 

function as we do because of the willing-hearted servants who choose to embrace opportunities 

to BUILD UP others through serving. 

Here are a couple of specific ways we are going to need some help: 

• We’re not too far away from Spring (thankfully!) and with that comes the need for help 

with mowing, etc. Be looking in the next few weeks for how you can volunteer to serve as 

part of this team. 

• We will also be needing lots of volunteers (as usual!) for our 2023 VBS … the dates are 

July 24-27. Be looking for information about how to volunteer to be a part of that - for that 

matter, you can go ahead and let Jessica know if you are wanting to help. 

Beyond these opportunities, there are several other ongoing ways where you can get involved; 

and, we encourage you to do so. See the blue flyer at the display by the Welcome Center for 

more details about such volunteer opportunities. Let the staff team know if there are ways you 

are willing and wanting to serve; we’ll get you connected to the right person.  
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available (now around the corner 

from the foyer to the main hallway). This is really the only way one 

of our partners can communicate with us. Their location makes any 

online presence too risky from a security standpoint. We do regularly 

make their newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. 

Through our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground 

in Guatemala. We do have a mission trip happening March 11-19, with another one 

already scheduled for 2025. In addition to such opportunities, , don’t forget their child sponsorship program; 

see their website for more details. 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

This has become one of our favorite days on the calendar at Southland … a day for us 

church-wide to have an intentional focus on SERVICE - living out an active love. To give you 

a glimpse of what happens: we meet at 9am for a briefer time of ENCOUNTER worship 

(please note this time change for this one Sunday only!). We then leave to spread out and 

serve in various projects around our community. We’re certainly looking forward to it!  

We are in the process of planning and preparing for the 2023 version of our “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” For now, get 

the date marked on the calendar and plan on joining us. 

Also, we will again wear t-shirts especially designed for this day (most of us wear 

jeans and these shirts on this day); at some point, we intend to revamp the design. 

For now, if you have one from a previous year, make sure it still works. If you haven’t 
been around - or if you simply need a new one, we’ll have a display sometime in 
March where you can place an order. We’ll share more details there and then. 

We pray that God will use this day to help us be a blessing to our community around us as we LIVE OUT service! 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

