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Southland “FAMILY” News 
About Our Upcoming Auditorium Renovation... 
We shared earlier in 2022 about our this upcoming project 
that will be unfolding over the course of the next several 
months. We are now ready to move more fully into this 
process. We are using this space to share a bit more 
information about where we are in the process, what we’re 
planning, how long it might take, etc. 

Step 1 in the process is to deal with our south wall and its problems - all caused by a water issue 
that really must be addressed from the outside. The inside work really needs to wait until this is 
taken care of so we can do it all in the right order. Fixing this issue requires attention to the 
concrete blocks on the outside (one of a few items that need attention on the exterior of our 
building itself as well). Sometime in early March, this work will happen. 

Once that is done, we can move on to the auditorium itself. We have started the basic planning 
process so that we can move forward when the time comes. As a reminder, here’s the list of 
priorities we intend to address early-on in this renovation process: 

 Re-painting the walls 

 Replacing the carpet, including the dark purple carpet on the stage and walls 

 Addressing the sounds panel situation so that we have better coverage (that also improves 
the aesthetics) 

 Upgrading our chairs - we’ll replace the lighter purple chairs so that all of our chairs are 
the newer style (i.e. like the darker purple chairs though we’ll be transitioning to a gray) 

 Some stage improvements 

We have begun having people come to give bids on such work. We are also going to bring in 
someone to help us capture what the end product will look like. From there, we’ll begin 
addressing the different work that needs to happen from later Spring into the Summer months. 
As part of the refresh of the room as a whole, we will move away from the purple toward a more 
updated look. 

As far as paying for this work … since we sold some of our property back in 2018, we have had a 
reserve fund with some of the proceeds (what didn’t go toward the mortgage). Combined with 
some other financial realities - including the ongoing faithful giving of the Southland family 
during the pandemic - we are in great shape to be able to pursue this renovation work. Some of 
the broader plan might have to unfold in stages depending on actual costs. But, we certainly 
have enough to begin tackling this project overall. And the best news is that we can pay for it 
without impacting our ongoing ministry. 

We’re excited about how this is all going to unfold and what it will look like once completed. In 
the end, we hope it drastically improves the look of the room … just like we care about such 
things with our homes, it should matter to us about this shared space as well as a church family. 
Among other things, it’s part of the important first impressions we can make on guests. In the 
end, something like this can go a long way! We’ll be sure to keep you updated about the process. 
In fact, once we have some better images of the overall plan, we’ll be sure to share those with you 
as well. We’re looking forward to what’s ahead. 



3 

 

Important UPCOMING EVENTS in the life of the Southland family: 
Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we’ve shared about several key upcoming events in the life 
of the Southland family - some of them are not until later this Summer, but it’s good to have 
them in front of you even now. While there is much more information on the pages that follow, 
we want to make sure we highlight them here in one spot so that they’re not missed: 

EASTER WEEKEND 2022 is approaching! 

We’ll host our Good Friday service at 7pm on 
Friday, April 15 - a time to reflect on Jesus’ death. 

Then, Sunday, April 17 is Resurrection Sunday; 
we’ll come together to celebrate. 

Our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” is Sunday, May 1. It’s a great day within the 
Southland family as SERVING becomes our intentional focus church-wide. We 
adjust the schedule of the morning so we can go out into our community to show 
love through practical action. Please put the date on your calendars and make 
plans to join us for this day! See page 19 for more details. 

Each Summer, our high school students take an annual trip to the “MOVE” Conference (part of 
the ministry of CIY). It is a costly trip, and part of how the broader Southland family can support 
our young people is through the annual YOUTH YARD SALE. 

The yard sale is the big fundraising event for our students attending MOVE. 
This year’s sale will be May 6 and 7; Les will start accepting donations for the 
sale from the Southland family on March 6. Obviously, such donations are 
crucial to making the yard sale a successful endeavor, so we encourage you to 

help out in this way. Once the right time comes, you can bring items to the south foyer of the 
church. If you would like to have your items picked-up from your house, call Les to arrange a 
time (417-773-1650). 

Mark your calendars for Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28; it’s our 2022 
VBS - “MYSTERY ISLAND.” Each Summer, this is a key event in our church family. 
This year, it’s an opportunity to learn about the one true God. Over the next few 
months, we’ll share ways you can help. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for 
kids to learn, it’s also a great way for us to grow as we work together! 

MEXICO Mission Trip … July 30- August 6 (a Saturday to a Saturday), Rick is 
leading a trip to Anapra, Mexico with Casas por Cristo. The work of planning 
has to start now for this kind of trip to come together; talk to Rick if you are 
interested, but missed the February 6 informational meeting. 
 

 

This is now the second year we are offering a scholarship in memory of 
Warren Burros, a long-time elder at Southland. His company decided to 
honor and reflect his legacy by contributing toward a scholarship fund 
that we would run. It’s exclusively designed to bless and benefit high 
school graduates from within our Southland family. We have developed 
criteria and an application process. Our intention is to make the 
scholarship available to all qualified applicants based on criteria such as involvement, service, 
future plans, etc. (more on this is shared in the application process). We’re sharing the news now 
in preparation for launching the process in March or April. 2022 graduates, be watching for this. 
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We have increased our usage of “Church Center: PEOPLE” within the 
Southland FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that 
those who have signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password 
(access it here: https://people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also 
available through an app called “Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for 
us to maintain connections with others in the Southland family. 

Along the way, if any of your contact information changes, all you need to do is log-on and 
update those details yourself; please make sure you do so when that occurs. 

Here’s another useful piece of the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center: it offers a 
valuable communication tool through its e-mail platform. We are able to send 
messages to the full lists we’ve created (again, you can manage your account and 
control if you don’t want things sent to a specific address). We are now using this 
exclusively so that all of our family-wide e-mail communications are coming from here: general 
information/updates and prayer requests. Please let us know if you’re not receiving updates OR 
you can log-in to Planning Center yourself and make sure everything is correct there. 

A GIVING-RELATED REMINDER 
2021 GIVING RECEIPTS E-MAILED out … At this point, we hope we are all done with this 
process. However, if you are still needing a receipt and cannot find one in your e-mail (or if there 
is some other issue), please let us know and we’ll get it corrected as soon as we can. 

As a reminder, we only do this tracking because we are required to provide such giving receipts for tax 
purposes. In other words, it’s for your benefit, nothing we do for our own use. 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 

We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be 

accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app. Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. In addition to regular giving, this can be used for other purposes like payment of 

fees (e.g. CULTIVATE meals, MOVE Conference, camp, etc.). We do ask that you cover any charges, 

especially when using this platform to make some type of payment. There is certainly no requirement 

to use this tool, but we are grateful to have it available for those who choose to use it. 

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
We’re in that time of year again when wintry weather becomes a 

possibility. Unfortunately, there are times when we have to cancel or 

adjust our regular schedule as a result of it. These changes will be made as 

soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at least 2 

hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways: 

 Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page 

 Via e-mail through the “Planning Center: PEOPLE” lists we regularly use. 

 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let 

the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change. 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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What’s Happening at Southland: 

Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

Weekly ministry happenings - for the entire Southland FAMILY: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School classes for all kids and youth). See page 16 for 

details about what’s happening in this area of our ministry. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. See page 15 for more. 

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE, a “GROW DEEP” ministry … 5:30 for dinner, 

6:30 for ministry programming each week - not meeting on March 16; a new 

session launches March 23. See page 16 for more details (as well as the 

kids’ and youth sections for specifics about what’s happening in those areas). 

Other weekly events: 

Sunday evenings (6-8pm) … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth; see page 

11-12 for more details. Group Huddle does NOT meet on Sunday, March 13. 

Thursday mornings (10am start time) … WSA - Ladies’ Bible Study (see p. 14). 

Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

These are the “extra” events and activities that are happening in addition to all of our 

normal ministry programming that are back up to full speed at this point. 

Saturday, February 26 … BTG retreat day from 9am-2:30pm. 

Sunday, February 27 … the due date for a second $65 deposit for those attending the 2022 

“MOVE” Conference. 

Sunday, February 27 … a VBS lunch meeting for those who are part of the “core team” (i.e. 

main rotation leaders). 

Sunday, March 6 … the date when Les will begin accepting donations for the 2022 youth 

yard sale; see page 3 for more details. 

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 13. Make sure you “SPRING 

FORWARD” by setting your clocks ahead that Saturday night (of course, your 

smart phone should do it automatically) or you’ll be late! 

Friday March 25 into Saturday, March 26 … Jr. Bash for 3rd through 5th graders at Maranatha 

see page 9 for registration instructions and more details. 

Friday, April 1 into Saturday, April 2 … a women’s conference at Ozark Christian College in 

Joplin (see p. 14). 

Friday, April 8 … the high school “Mid-Nighter” from 6pm until midnight (see p. 12). 

Sunday, April 10 … a children’s ministry event after service; more details to follow. 
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date - cont.): 

Friday, April 15 at 7pm … Good Friday service. 

Sunday, April 17 (Resurrection Sunday) - we will share more about our schedule for that day 

as it draws nearer. 

Friday, April 22 … the date for our next women’s ministry event; more details to follow. 

A few dates for down the road: 

 Sunday, May 1 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” - a special day in the Southland 

 family where we focus on living out an active love through service (see p. 19).  

 Friday, May 6 … the Pregnancy Care Center’s annual banquet (see p. 18). 

 Friday, May 6 and Saturday, May 7 ... the annual youth yard sale. 

 Various dates in June … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 10 for specifics). 

 July 10-16 ... the high school MOVE conference (see p. 12 for details). 

 Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28 ... “Mystery Island,” our 2022 VBS. 

 Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 … a mission trip to Anapra, Mexico. 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For January 2022 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: Tithe = $34,442 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $6,888 

40  

Fiscal year-to-date (September 2021 onward - through February 20, 2022), our tithe is $203,873 for an 
average of a little over $8,150 … at this point, this projects to around $424,000 annually. 

Our projected need for this year is in the $470,000 range. That is up from last fiscal year’s budget as well 

as the total actual tithe. We do enter this ministry year in a healthy place financially. At the same time, 

we pay attention to our financial situation and make any necessary expense adjustments along the way. 

Thank you, Southland family, for your faithful giving to the work of Christ at and through Southland! 

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to RightNow Media, an 

exciting ministry tool that we have available here at Southland. 

RightNow Media gives us digital access to a vast digital library 

of Biblical content through online video streaming. 

In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland can 

have his or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an online 

connection (via smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t yet, please send 

a request via e-mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you get set-up. 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more 

efficiently:  we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to 

be sent to the prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact a staff member 

to make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. If you do not have e-mail access or 

would rather communicate such needs directly to the staff, you may do that as well. 

PRAYER 
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What MATTers to me … 
I love the following story from John Ortberg: 

Some years ago my wife arranged for us to ride in a hot-air balloon as a birthday gift. We went to 
the field where the balloons ascended and got into a little basket with one other couple. We 
introduced ourselves and swapped vocational information. Then our pilot began the ascent.  

The [California] day had just dawned - clear, crisp, cloudless. We could see the entire Canejo Valley 
[in southern California], from craggy canyons to the Pacific Ocean. It was scenic, inspiring, and 
majestic. But I also experienced one emotion I had not anticipated. Want to guess? Fear. 

I had always thought those baskets went about chest high, but this one only came up to our knees. 
One good lurch would be enough to throw someone over the side. So I held on with grim 
determination and white knuckles. I looked over at my wife, who does not care for heights at all, and 
relaxed a bit, knowing there was someone in the basket more tense than I was. I could tell, because 
she would not move - at all.  

During part of our flight there was a horse ranch on the ground directly behind her. I pointed it out 
because she loves horses, and, without turning around or even pivoting her head, she simply rolled 
her eyes back as far as she could and said, “Yes, it’s beautiful.” 

About this time I decided I’d like to get to know the kid who was flying this balloon. I realized that I 
could try to psyche myself up into believing everything would be fine, but the truth was we had 
placed our lives and destinies in the hands of the pilot. Everything depended on his character and 
competence. I asked him what he did for a living and how he got started flying hot-air balloons. I 
was hoping for his former job to be one full of responsibilities - a neurosurgeon, perhaps, an 
astronaut who missed going up into space. 

I knew we were in trouble when his response to me began, “Dude, it’s like this ...” He did not even 
have a job! He mostly surfed. He said the reason he got started flying hot-air balloons was that he 
had been driving around in his pickup when he’d had too much to drink, crashed the truck, and badly 
injured his brother. His brother still couldn’t get around too well, so watching hot-air balloons gave 
him something to do. 

“By the way,” he added, “if things get a little choppy on the way down, don’t be surprised. I’ve never 
flown this particular balloon before, and I’m not sure how it’s going to handle the descent.” My wife 
looked over at me and said, “You mean to tell me we are a thousand feet up in the air with an 
unemployed surfer who started flying hot-air balloons because he got drunk, crashed a pickup, 
injured his brother, and has never been in this one before and doesn’t know how to bring it down?” 

Then the wife of the other couple looked at me and spoke - the only words either of them were to 
utter throughout the entire flight. “You’re a pastor. Do something religious.” So … I took an offering. 

The great question at a moment like that is, “Can I trust the pilot?” I could try telling myself that 
everything would turn out okay. Facing the flight with a positive attitude would certainly make it a 
more pleasant journey. But the journey would be over soon. And the real issue concerned the dude 
who was flying this thing. Were his character and competence such that I could confidently place my 
destiny in his hands? Or, was it time to do something religious? 

Every day, you and I take another leg of our journey in this giant balloon that’s whirling around a 
vast universe. We only get one trip. I long to take it with an enormous spirit of adventure and risk – 
and, I’ll bet you do, too. But, it’s a pretty uncertain ride sometimes. I wish the walls to my basket 
went up a little higher. I wish the balloon was a little thicker. I wonder how my little ride will end up. 
I’m not sure how it will handle on the way down. 

I can try to psyche myself up for taking chances and believing everything will turn out okay. But the 
real question is “Is there somebody piloting this thing? And are His character and 
competence such that He can be trusted. Because if they’re not, I don’t want to take a 
chance!” 

There continues to be much swirling in our world - war, economic uncertainty, emerging from a global pandemic, 
etc. All of that is in addition to the more personalized chaos we each experience. The ride can feel bumpy. The 
specific expressions of trouble in our life experience may change, but the basic reality has been ongoing since the 
Fall in Genesis 3. It’s why God’s Word so regularly comes back to these two instructions: “Don’t be afraid” and 
“Trust God!” In fact, it’s part of the reason I love the Psalms (our current sermon series). Many of these songs 
directly call us to put our confidence in Him; even those that are more direct calls to worship have this as an 
intended outcome: see how great God is … and because you do, trust Him. What better response could there be 
from us as His people, especially those who have experienced His heart as shown through Jesus? No matter how 
hard the ride gets, our Pilot - because of His character and competence - He can be trusted! 
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what is happening for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time. 

(1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time (typically after the Lord’s Supper and prayer time). “Kid ENCOUNTER” is 
meeting as normal throughout the month of March. 

Kids are in a series through March called “Level Up” during 
their “Kid ENCOUNTER” time (this series began in February). 
These lessons teach about the Israelites’ journey to the 
Promised Land after the exodus from Egypt. Kids will learn how 
God will take care of them too as He walks with us every day 
of our earthly journeys. 

 A note from Jessica to “Kid ENCOUNTER” volunteers: I would love to meet with you, 
so I’ve planned a lunch meeting on March 27. It will be a great opportunity for me to get 
to know you. After lunch, we will discuss items that you may need, how I can help you, and 
plan some new ideas. I’m looking forward to meeting with you; please let me know how 
many will attend (e-mail jessica@gosouthland.org). 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer 
to provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so 
please check your kids in when you first arrive.  

A quick note from Jessica: 

God reminds me everyday to find rest in Him. Our family all got Influenza-A recently, and all we 

could do is just rest. Our kids are pretty active, yet all they wanted to do was lay around and cuddle 

with Mom and Dad. It reminded us that God is good and rest is key in getting well.  

Dylan and I cherish the moments we have with our kids. Sometimes we do not have enough time in 

the day. God gave us a whole week to spend together - not really how we envisioned our time, but it 

was a blessing in disguise. We are all on the mend. We noticed that we have areas where we need 

improvement and God is guiding us through it. Thank you for all the prayers!   

Have a wonderful March and God bless! 

mailto:jessica@gosoughland.org
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Grade school kids (K-5th grade) have their own programming as part of CULTIVATE (they 
meet in the Fellowship Hall). Through March 9, kids are learning about Jesus’ parables. As 
part of the lessons, kids will participate in a memory verse, a craft and a game each week, 
including some fellowship time. The last night in this session will be a trivia night/party.  

For the session after Spring Break (March 23 through April 27 … we are 
not meeting on Wednesday, March 16), kids will be using a curriculum 
focused on God’s creation. After the 5 lessons in this material, we’ll 
finish out on our last night before summer break (4/27) with a time of 
games and ice cream floats.  

March 25-26 (Friday/Saturday) - for 3rd-5th graders 

It’s a Friday and Saturday of fun activities, worship and learning about God and His Word at 
Maranatha Bible Camp. The focus for this Spring 2022 Jr. Bash session is Jesus’ death and 
resurrection with an emphasis on why we believe what we do. We will meet at the church 
at 3:45pm on Friday, March 25 with a departure time of 4pm. 

Registration is $45 - SCC covers $10/child - if completed online by March 13 (see 
below for instructions on how to do that). Payment is due by that date as well; you can pay 
via check - made out to Southland with “Jr. Bash” in the memo - or via Tithe.ly by choosing 

the “Camp Payment” category (see p. 4 … please cover the fee since this is a payment).  

Also, parents, please let Jessica know if you’re interested in attending as well. 

To register, go to the following website (it’s the normal one for camp registrations so you 
can use previous credentials): https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/; 
you can click directly on it if viewing this electronically. After logging-in or creating an 
account, you will have to choose the “retreat season” option (not the summer camp one) 
to register. Also, please remember to select the “pay by check” option in the registration 
process and then get payment to Jessica. 

As far as items to pack, it’s a pretty standard camp list; please talk to Jessica for more 
specific details. 

Regular Sunday School classes are meeting for all ages of kids at 
9:15am each week - in addition to nursery for our youngest ones, we 
have a pre-K class, a class for students in K - 2nd grade and a class for 
students in 3rd

 - 5th grades. 

https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/
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Our 2022 Vacation Bible School - Plans are underway for VBS (for kids age 4 through 8th 
grade). We wanted to go ahead even now and communicate some preliminary details. 

Dates:  Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28 (6-8:30 each evening)   

This year’s VBS theme is “MYSTERY ISLAND 
… Tracking Down the One True God” 

It’s an opportunity for kids to learn more about our 
amazing Creator and Father in Heaven who loves us. For 
now, please make sure this is on your calendar. We will 
have much more to share over the next few months 
as we head towards our 2022 edition of VBS. 

Camp Session (ages/grades)* Dates (days of the week)  

Beginner Camp (K-1st) June 11 (Sat.) 

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) June 16-18 (Thurs. - Sat.) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp June 12-15 (Sun. - Wed.) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) June 19-24 (Sun - Fri.) 

Dates for the 2022 camp season 
Below are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending at Maranatha 

this June; we wanted to make sure you have them on your calendar. 

 

 

 

 

* It’s the grade students are in for the 2022-2023 school year! 

In the next edition of “The Vine,” we will share information about registration for the 

2022 camp season— a process which begins in April. 

Les’ latest  
Two words: Snow day! 

As a child, there were no two better words that someone could 

speak. When there was a threat of winter weather, I can 

remember staying up late or waking dreadfully early to see if 

school had been cancelled. Before the internet and smart phones, 

one had to turn on the local news to see if their school had been 

called off. The strolling ticker at the bottom of the TV screen 

would list all the schools, day cares and churches that were not 

open that day because of the weather. Looking back, it was a little crazy to lose sleep just to find out 

that school was cancelled … so you could go back to sleep. 

I love snow days; I mean, aside from shoveling the driveway. They are impromptu holidays in the 

winter. When our boys were younger, Kristin and I would spend a good fifteen minutes suiting them 

up in layers of clothes, finding missing gloves, and zipping up coats. Hours later, those same layers 

would be strewn throughout the house, while the boys defrosted their noses and cheeks by 

consuming hot chocolate. 
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GROUP HUDDLE NEWs 

GROUP HUDDLE meets from 6-8pm each Sunday – it’s a weekly time for middle school and 

high school students. 

GROUP HUDDLE THEMES for upcoming weeks: 

Sunday, 2/27 “Lumberjacks and flapjacks” … Looks like flannel, smells like maple 

syrup. Show your ax-throwing skills during our lumberjack games. 

Sunday, 3/6 “The Southland Derby” … Giddy up! It’s a safe bet that you’ll enjoy this 

night of horsin’ around. 

Sunday, 3/13 No Group Huddle; enjoy your Spring Break plans 

Sunday, 3/20 “The Awesome ’80’s” … Raid your parents’ closets for a gnarly night of 

old-school fashion. 

Sunday, 3/27 “March Madness” … Come check out a variety of hoop-swishing 

competitions. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

NEWS FLASH: It’s expensive feeding teenagers! And so, each 
semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding several 

hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $25 for each 

student (that covers through May). If you haven’t done this yet, please 

do so as soon as possible. Make checks payable to Southland. You can also do this through 

Tithe.ly by choosing the “Group Huddle meals” option … please also cover the fee for this if you 

are using this option (see p. 4 for more on using Tithe.ly). 

I love the snow most when it’s smooth and untouched, gently falling in the darkness of night. I flick 

on the porch light and stand a few minutes at the back door with a throw blanket draped over my 

shoulders. I stand and marvel at the peace of it, this quiet substance covering everything I see in 

white. In such moments, I’m reminded how Christ covers us in the blanket of His righteousness.  He 

made us white as snow. Isaiah wrote it this way:  

 “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord:     
 though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be white as snow;  

though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.” - Isaiah 1:18 

Our God is an inviting God. He’s referring to us as He says, “Come. I’ll make you white. I will do it.  
And you’ll be white like the whitest snow, pure like the purest wool.” He simply says come. It’s not 

come when you’re white enough, clean enough, or holy enough. It’s not come when you’ve merited 

salvation or proved your devotion through righteous acts. We’re self-condemners. So often we buy 

into Satan’s lie as our enemy reminds us how unworthy we are. He likes to shout accusations in our 

face and beat us down with our past and present failures. But God simply says, “Come. Come and let 
me do the work for you.” Paul wrote to the Romans, “The law came, so that the full power of sin 
could be seen. Yet where sin was powerful, God’s gift of undeserved grace was more 
powerful” (Romans 5:20). 

As the winter season continues to show its existence, I will marvel when it snows. The snow reminds 

me that it’s all grace - amazing grace. Jesus did the work once and for all, and now I’m covered in 

the snow-blanket of His powerful, cleansing grace. 



12 

 

2022 “MOVE” Conference 
July 10-16 at the University of Nebraska (in Lincoln) 

The total cost of the MOVE Conference is $359 plus $20 for a hotel stay that first night on the way.  

 REMINDER: A second $65 deposit is due on February 27.  

 As before, you can pay via checks (payable to Southland Christian Church with “MOVE” in the 

 memo line); this can also be paid via Tithe.ly (see p. 4) by choosing the “MOVE Conference 
 Payment” option … as with any other payments such as this, we do ask that you cover the fee.  

Make sure Friday, May 6 & Saturday, May 7 are on your calendars for the 

“youth yard sale” fundraiser. Each year, we collect donations for this event 

(see p. 3 … this year, we’ll start accepting them on March 6). It’s a great way for 

us to help with the overall cost of the conference for our students. 

for MIDDLE School and high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (now starting at 9:15am) - We have separate Sunday School classes for our 

middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the high school 

class meets in Room #6. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE (6:30-7:45) - Our MS/HS youth are going to be using a Bible 

study series based-on the popular video series “The Chosen.” 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

For this school/ministry year, our missions’ offering - again, it’s for both Group Huddle and our 

Kid Encounter offerings - is going to support Team Expansion in Eastern Europe. Through 

what has come in - especially as part of the “Presidential Coin Challenge” in 

February - we have already reached our $1,000 commitment to that organization. 

Moving forward from here into the Fall and a new school/ministry year, we are going to shift 

our attention to Casas por Cristo. A Southland group participated in a trip with them last year 

and another one is planned for this year. In addition to hosting such groups, there are ongoing 

ways their work can be supported financially. We look forward to the opportunity of blessing 

their ministry as the mission partner for our student ministries. 

for high school students 

“High School Mid-Nighter” 

Friday, April 8 (6pm - Midnight) 

Cost is $25/person 

Come enjoy a great evening of food, games and hilarious activities with your friends at this event 

specifically designed for high school students. We’ll be here until the clock strikes midnight! 

Attention 2022 High School Graduates … Check out page 3 for information 

about a scholarship opportunity available to Southland graduates - “The Warren 

Burros Memorial Scholarship.” We’ve not yet opened up the application process, 

but we wanted to make sure you were aware at this point. 
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Southland Women 
One of the most popular indoor winter activities is putting together 
puzzles. Maybe you enjoy this activity. Many find working on a puzzle to 
be a good source of relaxation and stress relief. I, for one, do not often 
choose to do puzzles - at least beyond the pre-school variety in Sunday 
School - because I find that they make me feel stressed rather than 
relaxed. But, I recently sat for a few minutes at a friend’s house and 
worked on a puzzle she had in process while we talked. I will now readily 
acknowledge the feeling of success when a piece clicks into place! I was 

thrilled to be able to put a few pieces in while we sat and talked, and while there was still more to complete; it was 
satisfying to be able to get her just a little closer to the final completion of her puzzle project.  

I often think in analogies; and, after that occasion, I began to mull over possible spiritual parallels in the area of 
working puzzles.  

When we begin work on a new puzzle, all the pieces tend to blend together and seem like one big mess. But, once 
we separate the pieces out, we begin to see nuances in color and picture. That helps us to make groups of like 
pieces. 0nce those groups begin to take shape, we can look even more individually at each piece and see how it 
might “click” into place with others around it. If you think a little creatively, there is “giving” and “receiving” in 
play as a piece fits with others around it. It’s a good picture of how we extend to others, while at the same time 
those around us are extending to us.  

So it is in the Body of Christ. We give and receive and “click” into place with other people around us. We may not 
look exactly like the other pieces, because we each have our own distinct color and function, but we fit together in 
order to benefit the whole puzzle. We may sometimes be put in a place we don’t yet feel comfortable or skilled, 
but we have a purpose at that time to serve with the others around us for the common good. I wonder if God has 
that satisfied feeling when He puts pieces together and they “click” into place? Does He ever do a little fist pump 
like me and cheer “Yes!” when He sees a group of people working together, serving His purpose? Does He look at 
His project and marvel at the beauty of the pieces coming together? 

If you think of yourself in this context, who are those around you that you snap together with to make life more 
beautiful and complete? Who can you serve next to, each one accomplishing your purpose? Think about this: even 
those with less direct contact to other pieces (i.e. introverts), like edge pieces, have a very important part to play 
as they frame the whole project and give a sense of direction to others. We will never all be the same, nor were 
we designed to be! But none of us are meant to sit alone, or else we would be leaving a piece missing from the 
puzzle. And that’s a whole next level of frustration - when you come to realize that a piece is missing! 

In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul writes about spiritual gifts and how each person receives a gift for the good of the whole 
Body of Christ. He says: 

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different 
kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and 
in everyone it is the same God at work.” 



14 

 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 
The BTG retreat day 
is Saturday, 2/26.  

The BTG schedule 
moving forward (for 

the rest of this 
school year) will be 

shared later on. 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life stages to 
spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW DEEP” ministry) while 
forming bonds with sisters in Christ. The tagline is “Intentional Learning 
for Intentional Living.”   

Details about the current session of WSA: 

WSA meets on Thursdays at 10am in the Gathering Room (off of the Great Room); 
we finish by noon, but occasionally close even before then. 

Due to some cancelations during this session, we are still in a 6-week video series (using RightNow 
Media) called Captivating by John and Stasi Eldredge; it’s a study about what it means to be created by 

God as women. A new session will begin once this session is over. 

Paul goes on to give more details about various gifts. Then, he writes this as a summary: “12 Just as a body, though 
one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.” 

Maybe I should try doing puzzles more often. I have grown to better appreciate the process. I certainly enjoy 
thinking about the spiritual implications. What a lovely and beautiful project we become as we each fit with those 
around us and serve God and His kingdom! 

An Upcoming Conference Opportunity:  

The “Women’s Conference” at Ozark Christian College in Joplin is April 1-2. 
We are not taking a group to this as a women’s ministry event. However, 
we did want to make sure you were aware of the opportunity in case you 
want to attend yourself or with someone else. Cost is $30 for the 
conference if you register by the end of February (it’s $35 after that).  

For more details and to register, check out the website: https://occ.edu/events/event/womens-event. 

Women’s Ministry Events 
We are planning for our next women’s ministry event; specifics for this event are still 

being worked out. For now, go ahead and mark the evening of Friday, April 22 on your 
calendar. We’ll communicate more as we get closer to that time. 

https://occ.edu/events/event/womens-event
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Our Upcoming Preaching Schedule 
We are in the midst of our first main 2022 sermon series - a look at various Psalms. This 
was ancient Israel’s songbook. We don’t have the musical notes to add that extra level of 
heart; what we do have are these lyrics that express the heart of people in relationship with 
God … “lyrics FROM and FOR the heart!” 

NOTE:  If you are looking to catch past services/sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through 
our main Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available 

there on the main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, we do value this option. Whether because of heath concerns or some other 

reason, we encourage you to stay connected in this way if you cannot attend in-person. 

As we’ve experienced, this tool can be a challenge; it is far more complicated than it 

might seem. We ask that you continue to be patient with us as we continue to strive to 

make it available with good video and clear audio. We do have the capabilities to 

record our services even if/when the live stream is unable to happen. In such cases, 

we’ll get the video of service posted as soon as possible. 

Even as COVID numbers are declining, we’re continuing on with some ENCOUNTER-related 

adjustments from the recent season:  

We continue making the LORD’S SUPPER available via trays with double-stacked cups 

or sealed kits available by the main door to the auditorium.  

For OFFERING, instead of passing trays, we are collecting that through boxes at each 

door (you can also mail a check or give using the Tithe.ly platform - see p. 4).  

When it comes to SEATING, we are striving to keep things spaced out as much as 

possible while still being able to facilitate those who are joining us in-person. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 
As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of our worship team (e.g. vocally, instrumentally or 

even with the tech/audio-visual team), please reach out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We 

continue to welcome more volunteers! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

Groups currently meeting on Sunday mornings at 9:15am 
One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all about - a small group relational context for reflecting on 

God’s Word and praying together.  These are a great place to get connected with others in the Southland family. 

Here are the groups that we currently have meeting (we do have Sunday School classes for all ages of kids and 

youth at 9:15am as well):  

(1) The “LAUNCH” group for college-age and young adults 

(2) In the Great Room, a group for those previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who 

still have kids in the house ... meetings as one group for now  

(3) In the Fellowship Hall, a group for those previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at Last - those 

who are nearing or at retirement age ... again, meeting as one group for now 

We’re back into the normal rhythm at 9:15am. Connect Groups are meeting as normal for the 

upcoming weeks unless circumstances (e.g. weather) arise that dictate we make an adjustment. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

Cultivate meets each Wednesday (except for March 16, during Spring Break week) … 

5:30-6-15 for meal and 6:30-7:45 for ministry programming.  

For this current session, adults are studying Proverbs in D-Groups. As always, there is also ministry 

programming for kids and youth (see their corresponding pages for more details re: each age group). 

There is a flyer available with an overview of this session; you can access it through this link if you’re 

viewing the Vine electronically: Winter 2022 Cultivate Session. 

Sometime early in March, we’ll share more details about the upcoming Spring session that 

runs for 6 weeks - from March 23 through April 27. We’ll continue to use the basic D-Group 

format, but with a new focus for the content. 

Paper copies of each upcoming week’s guide for Proverbs can be found at the display in the foyer; a 

PDF version can also be accessed electronically here: http://gosouthland.org/ministries/cultivate. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Winter_2022_CULTIVATE_flyer.pdf
http://gosouthland.org/ministries/cultivate
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Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

We use this space to share some specific ways we need volunteers. Just like any FAMILY, we 

function as we do because of the willing-hearted servants who choose to embrace opportunities 

to BUILD UP others through serving. 

Here are a couple of specific ways we are going to need some help: 

• We’re not too far away from Spring (thankfully!) and with that will come the need for help 

with mowing, etc. Be looking in the next few weeks for how you can volunteer to serve as 

part of this team. 

• We will also be needing lots of volunteers (as usual!) for our 2022 VBS … be looking for 

information about how to volunteer to be a part of that. The dates are July 25-28. 

Of course, there are several other ongoing ways where you can get involved; and we 

encourage you to do so. See the blue flyer at the display by the Welcome Center for more 

details about these more ongoing volunteer opportunities. Let the staff team know if there are 

ways you are willing and wanting to get involved in serving and we’ll get you connected to 

the right person.  

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

There are several who serve as part of our worship team 

overall, but a “THANK YOU” to Rick Randleman, Jared 

Wilson and Kendall Wooldridge for their role in leading. 

Also, there is an area of service that is very incognito, but a “THANK YOU” to our Sunday 

morning tech team (Rick works within this ministry from a staff role as well): 

There are those who take care of our sound: Karl Simpson, Megan Falconer and Zach 

Johnson. 

There are those who run the computer/what’s projected during the service: Dan Gray, 

Thomas Hall, Nate Jennings and Sonya Simpson.  

There are those who operate the live stream display: Nate Martin, Levi Randleman and 

Aiden Simpson.  

Such service is so crucial to what happens during our ENCOUNTER time each week. 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As 

each part does its own special work, it helps the other 

parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and 

growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

 
Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

3/6 Julie Brothers Kristin Londeen Sean & Megan Falconer 

3/13 Cheryl McAnally Anna Martin Jessica and Dylan Young 

3/20 Jenelle Smith Cindy M./Andrea C. Stefani Hall 

3/27 Melissa Wilcox Amanda Butler Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

Some SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for March 2022 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Serving Team Leader 

3/6 
Brad & Marsha Foster 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

3/13 
Pat & Debbie Little 

Great Room Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

3/20 
Ernie & Charlotte Emmerton 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

3/27 
AJ & Terra Gegg 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

Each year, the Pregnancy Care Center hosts an annual fundraiser banquet. 

This year, it is going to be held on Friday, May 6. Southland typically hosts 

a table (or two) as part of our partnership and as a way of supporting the PCC’s ministry. It’s a way we can 

encourage the SCC family to participate in this event. This has not been done in the past two years due to COVID, but 

we are looking at resuming that for 2022. We’ll share more details about this opportunity in the next edition of “The 

Vine.” Let the office know if you are interested in participating. 
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available in the auditorium (by the 

map). This is really the only way one of our partners can communicate 

with us. Their location makes any online presence too risky from a 

security standpoint. We do regularly make their newsletters available 

as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

A REMINDER - a way to bless children in Guatemala through Life of Hope: In case you are not aware and are 

interested, this ministry does offer a child sponsorship program; for $30/month, you can support a child 

through their work. Southland people already sponsor several children through this program. Participating 

in such a program to support a child is a great thing to do … and doing it through trusted partners like we 

have with Life of Hope is a great way to do it! For more details and/or to sign-up, check out their website 

(click on the “Child Sponsorship” tab). 

An upcoming mission trip opportunity: Plans are in the works for another mission 

trip to the Anapra, Mexico area this Summer with Casas por Cristo. 

 The trip will be Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 

 Rick hosted a brief informational meeting on Sunday, February 6 to share 

more details about the trip (e.g. cost, deposit due date as well as other 

specifics) and answer any questions. If you didn’t attend and are interested 
in participating in the 2022 trip, please talk to him soon for details. 

Also, so you’re aware, we are in conversation with Life of Hope about another Guatemala trip sometime in 
2023 as well (yes, that’s still a long way off); we’ll share more details when it’s appropriate. 

This has become one of our favorite days on the calendar at Southland … a day for us 

church-wide to have an intentional focus on SERVICE - living out an active love. To give you 

a glimpse of what happens: we meet at 9am for a briefer time of ENCOUNTER worship 

(please note this time change for this one Sunday only!). We then leave to spread out and 

serve in various projects around our community. We’re certainly looking forward to it!  

We are in the process of planning and preparing for the 2022 version of our “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” For now, get 

the date marked on the calendar and plan on joining us. 

Also, we will again wear t-shirts especially designed for this day (most of us wear 

jeans and these shirts on this day). If you have one from a previous year, make sure 

it will still work this year. If you haven’t been around for this day in the past (or if you 
simply need a new one), we’ll have a display in the front corner of the auditorium 
sometime in the month of March where you can place an order. The cost is $10/shirt. 

We pray that God will use this day to help us be a blessing to our community around us as we LIVE OUT service! 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

