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2-4

Southland FAMILY News

4-6

Other Info. + What’s Happening
at SCC (includes calendar)

7

What MATTers to Me

8-9

Southland KIDS

9-11

les’ latest + Youth/GROUP
HUDDLE news (MS/HS)

12-13 Southland Women
14-15 Encounter
15

Connect and Grow Deep

16

Build Up (serving schedule)

17-18 Live Out

We will publish the April edition of
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Southland “FAMILY” News
We are excited to be returning - when and as appropriate - to a greater and
greater sense of normalcy. As it is in so many other aspects of life, so it is here
within the Southland FAMILY. We’re getting there, for sure! That includes
resuming so much of what we have traditionally done together as part of our
church life (so many things last year were obviously adjusted or canceled
altogether). Whether it’s a special event or our normal ministry programming, we will continue
striving for the right balance. We want to make sure that what we are doing is safe/healthy/wise.
At the same time, we want to remain focused on carrying-out the ministry and mission of
Southland, within our church FAMILY and beyond. We have been striving for this goal
throughout this COVID-impacted season. May His blessings be upon us as we continue on in 2021!

As we have in previous editions, we wanted to provide the following
reminders and updates in this gradual re-gathering phase. Much of this is

repeated from previous months, but we wanted to make sure we keep it in
front of our church family as more people are returning to participate with us
“in person.” As we have mentioned before, during this season of COVID-19, we
are striving to implement in a reasonable and responsible way the guidelines
that have been established.
An important update to highlight (for now, extended into April):
Our property is within Springfield city limits. Accordingly, we are included under the city’s
mask ordinance. For specific details about this requirement (please note that there are

exceptions related to criteria such as age, pre-existing conditions, the possibility of
appropriate distancing, etc.), you can access it here:
https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417

Beyond those specific exceptions, we ask that people adhere to the masking regulation
whenever they are participating in our church family life at Southland.
Some specific details:
We continue to take a HYBRID approach as much as possible - both an “in person” gathering
and a live stream for those who have not yet felt comfortable in returning. Even with our
elective classes at 9:30am, we are making an online option available.
Throughout our ministries, we continue to work to maintain appropriate distancing.

See page 16 for more information about impacts on our ENCOUNTER gatherings at 10:30am.

Especially in the midst of this season, it continues to be increasingly important for us to make sure
we have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. That’s
all the more true as we need to keep making adjustments.
On Facebook, we have a general public page, but also a more internal group called “The
Southland Scoop.” We use this for more ongoing updates to the Southland family. If you’re
not connected to this, find the page and request to be a member so you can be up-to-date.
We also use e-mail as a main means of communication (e.g. prayer requests and other
updates); please make sure we have your best address.
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One of the privileges and responsibilities we have in Christ is
belonging to one another as church FAMILY. It’s part of God’s design
for what we are to experience in Christ. As a result, there are
particular times when it becomes especially important for us to care
for one another as church family.
Here at Southland, we are in one of those seasons now as a church
family with the Neil family. Matt and Amber’s son Isaiah was
diagnosed with a form of cancer earlier in 2021. There are all kinds of
ways that we encourage you to be a blessing to them. Most importantly, please continue praying
- it’s the most practical thing we can do on their behalf. Beyond that, there are other specific
ways you can help as well. we ask that you check out what we have communicated via Facebook
(within “The Southland Scoop”) and an e-mail toward the end of January. If you missed that
information or cannot access it, let the office staff know and we’ll get it to you.

Throughout the next several months, may this be a time when we truly come
alongside of the Neils and love on them as their church FAMILY!

Important UPCOMING EVENTS in the life of the Southland family:
Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we’ve shared about several key upcoming events in the life
of the Southland family. While there is much more information elsewhere, we want to make sure
we highlight them here in one spot so that they’re not missed:
Each Summer, our high school students take an annual trip to the “MOVE”
Conference (part of the ministry of CIY). It is a costly trip, and part of how
the broader Southland family can support our young people is through the
annual YOUTH YARD SALE. This is the big fundraising event for our students
attending MOVE. This year’s sale will be on Friday, April 30 & Saturday, May 1. Les is already
accepting donations for the sale from the Southland family. Obviously, such donations are crucial
to making the yard sale a successful endeavor, so we encourage you to help out in this way. You
can bring items to the south foyer of the church. If you would like to have your items picked-up
from your house, call Les to arrange a time (417-773-1650).
Our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” is Sunday, May 2 (see page 17). It’s a great day
within the Southland FAMILY as SERVING becomes our intentional focus churchwide. We go out into our community to show love through practical action. Please
put the date on your calendars and make plans to join us for this day!
Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29 are the dates for our 2021
VBS - “Time Lab.” Each Summer, this is such a key event in our church
family. This year, it’s a focus on Jesus’ role throughout the Bible’s story …
from the very beginning to the very end! We have brought this theme
forward from our canceled 2020 VBS. Over the next few months, we’ll share ways that we need
your help. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for kids to learn, it’s also a great way for us to
grow as we work together! We are planning to have a lunch meeting for VBS leaders in March.
MEXICO Mission Trip … July 31 - August 7 (Saturday-to-Saturday), Rick is
leading a trip to Anapra, Mexico with “Casas por Cristo.” See page 18 for more
details about this opportunity to LIVE OUT faith. The work of planning has to
start now for this kind of trip to come together.
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Pre-COVID, we were working on a new directory. We had made it into the phase of collecting
and verifying contact details. In the meantime, we have been looking at ways to handle this
more electronically - even beyond directory information.
We are now at the point where we are getting ready to launch an
exciting new tool called “Church Center” (it’s part of Planning Center
which is used by our worship team and as our kids’ check-in system
which is nice because everything can become integrated this way).
Among other uses, it’s going to be a way to keep directory
information more up-to-date … even something you as an individual
or household can manage on your own!
In this process, we need your help. Here is what we need you to do:
In early March, you will receive an invitation; if you don’t receive one, please e-mail
info@gosouthland.org and let us know.
That invitation will prompt you to log-in using your cell phone number or e-mail which
will match you to the information we already have pre-loaded into the system; this will
initiate a verification code being sent to you.
Using that code, you will then be able to access the directory information and edit the
details that are pre-loaded into the system. We’ve already entered what we had on file as
of our last directory updates.
As part of that process, you will also be able to control what gets shared publicly with
others in the Southland family. Please note that the default should allow your contact

information to be seen by others within our Southland family.
If you would, please also upload a picture of yourself and your family.
From there, we are going to be able to have this information available for the Southland family
electronically. We will also be able to print copies for those who would prefer.
In late March, we’ll have a computer available at a station on Sunday mornings to help get all of
this set-up for those who need help.
So you know, there is even an app (called “Church Center App”) that is available to allow you to
log-in and update your info in an even easier way. You should be able to find it in your app
store. There are all kinds of ways this is going to be beneficial - more on down the road.

Other general Reminders & Info
About GIVING during this season (a reminder) …
The following options for giving are still available whether you are back to joining us in person or not:
1.

You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807.

2.

You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website.

3.

We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be
accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or
through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page
designed for Southland where you can give.
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PROPERTY Update:
We’ve been using this space to provide updates regarding the property development
and projects. In case you haven’t noticed, we have a Starbucks - at least the external
shell of one - as our neighbors. Obviously, the construction process has had ongoing
implications for us, but the work impacting our entrance is now completed.


We are going to have to wait and see how the traffic flows once they officially open this Spring.
Please do remember that the other access off of Kansas Avenue remains available even should
things become congested otherwise.



Part of the overall development includes a newly-asphalted area along the south edge of our
parking lot. This includes a new row of parking for us.

Obviously, this whole process has had an impact on us and our property. Thank you for your patience
in this process and do ask that it continues; it’s a part of how we can be good neighbors through it all.
NOTE: We do still have funds set aside from the property sale to continue addressing property
improvements (e.g. re-sealing/re-striping our parking lot) and other maintenance needs.
Now that the overall property improvements are done, we are moving more on such items.

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ...
It’s still that time of year when wintry weather is possible. Unfortunately, there are
times when we have to cancel or adjust our regular schedule because of the inclement
weather. These changes will be made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to make a
decision at least 2 hours in advance) and communicated in these main ways:


On the front page of our website: www.gosouthland.org



Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page



Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list”



We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please let the
office know (via phone call or e-mail) if you wish to be contacted in this way.

Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make your travel unsafe, we
certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision.
NOTE:

Obviously, the realities of the past year have moved us to a position where, even if conditions are
not good because of weather, we should always be able to make available some form of live
stream on Sunday mornings. Just a small ongoing side benefit from the past year.

What’s Happening at Southland:
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other
places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place.
Sunday mornings at 9:30am … ministry programming for al ages; see page 15 for more
information including details about a new round of electives starting in March.
Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we
gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or
online via the live stream (see pp. 14-15).
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Sunday evenings from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth (see
pp. 10-11 for the schedule and more details).

Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:30am (the current session runs through March 4; a new
one launches on March 25) … WSA (Ladies’ Bible study); see page 13.

Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date):
Saturday, February 27 … BTG retreat day.
Friday, March 5 … a women’s ministry event (see p. 13).
Sunday, March 14 … Daylight Saving Time begins. Make sure you “SPRING
FORWARD” by setting your clocks ahead that Saturday night (of course, your
smart phone should do it automatically) or you’ll be late!

Sunday, March 21 or Sunday, March 28 (we’ll communicate the date for sure in early March)
… a lunch meeting for those who are leading an area for our 2021 VBS. As a reminder, we
are carrying forward the VBS we didn’t get to do last year because of COVID.
Friday, March 26 … the next regular monthly meeting of Box Top Girls (6-8:15pm).
Friday, April 2 … Good Friday service at Southland (7pm).
Sunday, April 4 … Resurrection Sunday - for 2021, only 1 service at 10:30am.
Friday, April 9 and Saturday, April 10 … senior high lock-in (see p. 11).
Saturday, April 10 … the Pregnancy Care Center’s annual banquet; for information about
how Southland participates in that event, see page 17.
A few dates for down the road:
Friday, April 30 and Saturday, May 1 ... the annual youth yard sale.
Sunday, May 2 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (see p. 17).
Various dates in June … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 9 for specifics).
July 19-24 ... the high school MOVE conference (see p. 11 for details).
Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29 ... “Time Lab,” our 2021 VBS.
Saturday, July 31 through Saturday, August 7 … a mission trip to Anapra, Mexico.

FINANCIAL UPDATE … For January 2021
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year.
INCOME:

Regular tithe = $33,996 00 (5 Sundays)

Average weekly tithe = $6,799 20

Regular tithe for this ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021, up through and
including Sunday, February 21) = $242,037 00
A weekly average of a little over $9,680 which projects out to over $500,000 annually.
For this new ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021), our projected budgetary need is
again in the $430,000 range. This is based on our definite expenses plus some potential additions as we
move through this year. That breaks down to somewhere in the $8,200-$8,300 weekly range. We are
not halfway through this ministry year and remain in great shape. Thank you for your faithful giving!
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What MATTers to me …
This week, I saw a tweet that made me stop, reflect and think “right on!” Especially amidst all that is happening in
our society as well as our current “WISE FOOLS” series, it struck a chord within my heart. As is customary for
Twitter, it was a simple statement. It went like this: “Teach your children it’s OK to be canceled, censored, or
ridiculed.” This tweet did not come from a faith perspective, per se; it was more of a general statement. Yet, it
very much reminds me of two words that we’ve focused on in these sermons: RESILIENCY and COURAGE. In the
midst of our society, we need the ability to respond to adversity and opposition - to continue on faithfully as
followers of Jesus regardless of the response that comes from those around us.
The phrase “cancel culture” has become quite a popular one - it’s the trendy new way for people to respond to
some individual or group that has acted outside of what is deemed to be societally appropriate. A company can
fire you. The social media crowd can block you. If you put enough of a group together that thinks the right way,
they decide to cancel you altogether. You don’t have to look very long to find stories of such things happening to
people, even people of faith who stand against the prevailing mindsets, values and behaviors in our culture.
That tweet rings so true in the midst of that trend. For many, being “canceled” is a great fear - one that causes
people to be silent and passive (which is, after all, the intent of the threat). Yet, maybe what we need in our
society is a little bit more of a courageous backbone and resiliency that isn’t afraid of how others around are
going to respond. Indeed, it’s what we need to be teaching our children; pastorally, it’s what I’ve been feeling a
burden to make sure I’m reminding you. For sure, that’s what our “WISE FOOLS” series has been all about. As
we follow Jesus and live out a counter-cultural distinctiveness, we are naturally going to generate a response
from others around us. Our goal is not to seek this, nor is it to elicit such a reaction through truly ridiculous
behavior - that which isn’t anywhere called for in God’s Word. And yet, along the way of faithfulness to Christ in
this world with where the current of culture is flowing, it is going to happen. There are going to be times when
because of the mindset, values and behaviors we adopt as His people, others respond negatively to us - perhaps
by mocking, perhaps by speaking against, perhaps by canceling. We need to be reminded that such a reality is OK,
even more, based on what we see in the NT, such a response should be expected by us as Jesus’ followers. That
doesn’t make it easy; but, it should cause us to see it more as what is normal in an increasingly secular culture.
It’s what David Platt points to in his book Counter-Culture: Following Christ in an Anti-Christian Age. He writes
these words about what we have to be prepared for if we are going to be faithful to Him in our world:
Consciously counter-cultural. This is the only possible posture for individuals, families and churches
who have any hope of following Christ in contemporary America. ...
Followers of Christ need to face the reality that contemporary American culture is increasingly antiChristian. … (He cites recent court decisions as examples.) These legal statements merely reflect
the anti-Christian sentiments that the media, business and entertainment industries are
aggressively promoting in the minds and hearts of American individuals, families and institutions
every single day.
Across the centuries, Christians in countless cultures have lived out their faith in settings where
belief in the Bible has been viewed as offensive and commitment to Christ has proved to be costly.
Here are our choices: RETREAT (which will lead EITHER to accommodation and a gradual subtle-but
-sure separation from Christ Himself OR a privatized faith) or RISK.
Neutrality is not a possibility. Either we retreat from Christ or from the culture or we risk following
Christ by countering the culture. And RI SK is the right w ord.
As followers of Christ, we are fooling ourselves if we don’t face the reality that belief in and
obedience to the Bible in an anti-Christian age will inevitably lead to risk in one’s family, future,
relationships, career and comfort in this world.

We must shine forth Christ’s light positively in our society with love, kindness and compassion as we demonstrate
His goodness. At the same time, we simply cannot avoid that faithfulness to Him will at times put us at odds with
others, even earning the label of “FOOLS” from them. Especially then, may we truly grasp the WISDOM of God’s
way; may we learn to be okay when our world is against us and faithfully follow Jesus anyway!
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We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).
For those who are coming for the first time, please stop by and
provide registration information to check-in your child(ren).
For those who are already in the system, we simply need you to stop
by, check-in your kids and get their sticker.
REMINDER: we use this process for both time slots on Sundays so please check your
kids in when you first arrive. Of course, you only need to do it once each morning.
As we continue back to “normal” post-COVID, we have resumed our
kids’ Sunday School classes - starting at 9:30am each Sunday. See the
signs in the hallways if you need to know where your child’s age group
meets (remember that all kids need to check-in at the nursery counter).

(1st - 5th grades)
Here’s what is happening currently for our kids in the 10:30am slot:
Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are meeting
throughout the whole service.
“Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of service
in the Great Room. Kids stay with their families at the beginning of service and are
dismissed at the appropriate time.
Our kids are continuing a curriculum called simply “Books of the Bible.” Over
12 weeks, they are learning about the different 66 books. These lessons
include creative teaching methods to help kids remember what each of the
books is about. We’re grateful for Les and the rest of our volunteer team who
work to help our kids grow in their knowledge of God’s Word!

A MISSIONS-RELATED NOTE … see page 11 (under “Group Huddle Missions”) for a
reminder about where the “Kid ENCOUNTER” offering is going this school year.

UPDATE: It’s not going to work out for us to take a group to Junior Bash in early March. In
normal years, we attend the Fall session (typically in October); we will plan to catch that one
later in 2021. Of course, we do have the upcoming Summer camp season (see the next page).
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Plans are underway for our 2021 VBS (kids age 4 through 8th
grade). Since we lost our 2020 VBS to COVID, we’ve brought
the theme from last year forward to this year. We wanted to
go ahead and communicate some preliminary details.
Dates:

Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29 (our VBS
runs from 6-8:30 each evening)

This year’s theme: “Time Lab” - a focus on Jesus who has
always existed and will exist FOREVER!
For now, please make sure this is on your calendar. Of course, we
will have much more to share over the next few months as we head
towards our 2021 edition of VBS.

The 2021 Camp Season
Below are the sessions and dates we will be attending at Maranatha this
June; we wanted to make sure you have them on your calendar.

Camp Session (ages/grades)

Dates (days of the week)

Beginner Camp (K-1st)

June 12 (Sat.)

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th)

June 17-19 (Thurs. - Sat.)

5th & 6th Grade Camp

June 13-16 (Sun. - Wed.)

Middle School Camp (7th-8th)

June 27 - July 2 (Sun - Fri.)

Remember, it’s the grade students are entering next school year!
NOTE: There are high school sessions that students can attend as well, but we do not take
a group to any of these. Our youth group attends the CIY “MOVE” Conference instead.
In the next edition of “The Vine,” we will share information about registration for the
2020 camp season— a process which begins in April.

Les’ latest
In the span of one week here in southwest Missouri, we experienced the coldest day in nearly a decade,
followed by spring-like conditions with temperatures around 70. You know what that means? Summer camp is
just around the corner.
Truth be told, I’m a semi-professional camper – no, not the “sleep-in-a-tent
-under-the stars” type of camper, but the “church camp” type. In fact,
when I bring the words “summer” and “camp” together in the same
sentence, some people’s minds jump to images of mosquitos, poison ivy
and singing around a smoky campfire. Let me just tell you, a week of camp
is so much more. My parents enrolled me in church camp each summer
starting when I was nine-years old. I still have great memories of finding turtles, nights spent in a sleeping bag
and studying the Word of God in the great outdoors. These opportunities and experiences instilled the
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importance of Bible camp for my children. These are the kind of experiences our youth at Southland are once
again going to have this summer at Maranatha Bible Camp.

When young people come to camp, they unplug from their electronic devices. Our culture is loud with all sorts
of noise going on around us all the time. Between school, sports, homework, smart phones and video games,
kids are ready for a break. At Maranatha, campers exchange the digital world for the beauty of a sunset and
the sound of crickets at night. Within the first night at camp, they breathe in nature and interact with those
around them. They cannot wait to jump off the towering zip line, practice archery or demonstrate a
cannonball into the swimming pool.
Most importantly, students have the opportunity to saturate their minds and hearts with God’s Word. Our
young people come back from camp excited because they’ve learned more about Jesus. At MBC, youth spend
time studying and memorizing Scripture, listening to Bible teaching and singing praises. I love camp because I
believe God speaks to us through His creation, His Word and His people - all are present at Maranatha. For
sure, this is the kind of place where spiritual transformation happens. I’m excited to see how our young people
will connect with their Savior this summer. Take some time right now and mark those camp dates from the
previous page on your family calendar!

GROUP HUDDLE (ms & hs) NEWS
“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students who
strive to love Christ and others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into
God’s Word as they participate in meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship.

Group Huddle meets from 6-8pm each week (see below for an exception).
GROUP HUDDLE themes in January and February:
Sunday, 2/28

WEAR IT! … “Smells like school spirit” (We’ve got spirit, yes we do;
we’ve got spirit, how ’bout you? Represent your school with flair.)

Sunday, 3/7

WEAR IT! … “Shamrockin’ Showdown” (It’s a night with a bit of
malarkey and lots of green apparel.)

Sunday, 3/14

No Group Huddle (This is the Sunday on the front end of Spring Break, a
night when Group Huddle doesn’t meet.)

Sunday, 3/21

PLAY IT! … “March Madness” (Dribble, pass, shoot, score; tell us who
you’re cheering for!)

Sunday, 3/28

TASTE IT! … “Jeepers Peepers” (Hang with all of your favorite peeps
and enjoy sweet marshmallow treats.)

Sunday, 4/4

No Group Huddle (This is over a month away, but as is typical, Group
Huddle is not meeting on Easter Sunday either.)

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS:
Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding
several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $25
for each student attending from your household (that covers the
whole semester, through May).
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GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS:
For this current school/ministry year, we are supporting a familiar mission located in a North
African country, but highlighting another amazing team member named Lisa.

Thanks for your support so far (as of mid-February, we have raised over $600 …
we started with this new ministry year in September); let’s keep it up!
The “Presidential Coin Challenge” - each year, this challenge regularly boosts our missions
giving during the Spring semester. So, don’t be alarmed if you have found your teenagers
looking under the couch cushions for change or even asking for their allowances
early. They’re simply participating in this annual challenge! This friendly contest
encourages students to give in creative ways. There are no losers, because when
we support world missions, everyone wins!

This challenge was set to take place on February 14 and 21. Due to missing Group Huddle
because of weather on 2/14, we are extending this to 2/28 as well.

The 2021 Senior High Lock-in
7pm on Friday, April 9
through 7am Saturday, April 10
Cost is $20
Do you have what it takes to stay awake during a lock-in? We’re mixing high-thrilling
entertainment with refreshing temperatures. You’ll laugh, snack and create memories with friends.

2021 ciy conference updates
The Middle School “BELIEVE” Conference: As we communicated last month, CIY made the
decision to suspend their “BELIEVE” Conferences for the Spring of 2021. Unfortunately, this includes
the one our middle school students would typically attend.
High School “MOVE” Conference (for the classes of 2021-2025): This
year’s theme for MOVE is “FOR ALL - FOREVER!” No matter who you are … no
matter where you’re from … no matter how good you think you are, or how bad
… the Gospel is still for you. Check out the CIY website for more information on this year’s theme:
https://new.ciy.com/move/2021 (if viewing electronically, you can click directly on that link).
WHEN:

Monday, July 19 through Saturday, July 24

WHERE:

John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas

COST:

The total cost is $334/student; a second deposit of $65 (after the original
one from January) is due by Sunday, April 28.
ATTENTION students & families: Mark Friday, April 30 and Saturday,
May 1 on your calendars for the annual “youth yard sale” fundraiser. Each
year, we collect donations for this event (see p. 4). Overall, it’s a great way for
us to help with the overall cost of the conference for our students.
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Southland Women
Rejected. Unwanted. Unimportant. Insignificant. Uninvited.
I imagine most of us have experienced moments where these feelings have surfaced within us. Many different
situations can cause them: a break-up, being passed over for a job you wanted, difficult family relationships,
friendships that dissolve or get broken. Sometimes, they’re big, significant events that cause us to feel rejected.
But, sometimes it’s seemingly small things. Loneliness. Isolation. Seeing others who have active social lives –
whether in real life or scenes on social media – when you haven’t been invited socially in a very long time. Maybe
for you there have been whole seasons in which you dealt with these difficult feelings. The above list of emotions
are difficult to handle, and they can leave us feeling utterly worthless.
We’ve been working through a study in WSA titled Uninvited by Lysa TerKeurst,
and she has many helpful thoughts to share about dealing with rejection and hard
emotions with the aid of God’s Word. I highly recommend the book. In it, she
shares many stories in which she felt rejected in a number of different arenas,
and she highlights many of the hard emotions that come from those times. She also
shares how God has helped her to work through those times and come out feeling
more secure in who she is as a beloved follower of Jesus. She shares ways that
she has come to look at Scripture and use it as a tool to grow in her security and
sense of purpose.
Some of us are highly sensitive to how others perceive us; maybe its because of our personalities, our enneagram
number or some other factor. Whatever the reason, we can become very sensitive to and affected by what other
people think of us. I am definitely wired that way. I generally read people and their emotions fairly well, and while
that can be a blessing in some instances, it often feels more like a curse! A tone of voice or facial expression can
make me feel rejected even if no harsh words are spoken. Observing people and their unique connections with
others can make me wonder what I did “wrong” because they don’t have the same level of connection with me. I
can easily let my mind and heart take a downward staircase of emotions based on very little stimulus.
But, when I look into Scripture, I see the folly of that path. The God of the universe loved mankind enough to go to
unfathomable lengths to redeem us! And He doesn’t just offer salvation and grace on a broad-scope level only; He
loves us each individually and entirely. He knows how many hairs are on our heads (Matthew 10:30). He has plans
for us to do His work (Ephesians 2:10). He doesn’t give up on us; He promises to continue His work in us
(Philippians 1:6).
When I stand in confidence that the God of the universe loves and accepts me, why would I get my feelings hurt
when a finite human doesn’t “get” me or choose me? After all, we humans live a lot of our lives wrapped up in our
own feelings and perceptions. It’s little wonder that we are prone to misunderstandings and times that we don’t
connect well with each other. A hurtful interaction with someone usually says more about what is going on within
them than it does about how they may feel about us. When we know beyond a shadow of a doubt that we are loved
by God, and our relationship with Him is where we find our ultimate identity, we can come to relationships with
others full of love and “God-confidence” and be ready to bless them, instead of looking to them for our sense of
approval and acceptance.
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Here are just a few passages that can be helpful when we may struggle:
“What then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?” - Romans 8:31
“For God has said ‘I will never fail you. I will never abandon you.’ So we can say with confidence, ‘The Lord is
my Helper, so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me?’” - Hebrews 13:5b-6
“The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I
be afraid?” Psalm 27:1
Lysa writes a prayer in her book Uninvited that I found very powerful (page 178-179). Maybe you could find in it
something to spur your own prayer to God when you feel rejected and alone.

“Lord, draw me close. Your Word promises when I draw close to You, You are there. I want my drawing
close to be a permanent dwelling place. At any moment when I feel weak and empty and alone, I pray
that I won’t let those feelings drag me down into a pit of insecurity. But rather, I want those feelings
to be triggers for me to immediately lift those burdensome feelings to You and trade them for the
assurance of Your security. I am not alone, because You are with me. I am not weak, because Your
strength is infused in me. I am not empty, because I’m drinking daily from your fullness. You are my
dwelling place. And in You I have shelter from every stormy circumstance and harsh reality. I’m not
pretending that hard things don’t exist, but I am rejoicing in the fact that Your covering protects me
and prevents those hard things from affecting me like they used to.”
That’s a prayer I resonate with. That’s the desire of my heart.

An Upcoming Women’s Ministry Event
Friday, March 5 from
6:30-9pm in the SCC
auditorium.
Come make a modern
hoop wreath (sample in
the picture) - no need to
bring any supplies.
Childcare and snacks
are provided.
The 2021 BTG retreat
day is Saturday, Feb.
27 (starts at 9am)
After that, the next
regular meeting will
be Friday, March 26
(6-8:15pm).

Thursdays from 9:30-11:30am
(normally in the Great Room)
After wrapping-up the Uninvited
sessions on Thursday, March 4
and having a two-week break, a
new session will begin on
Thursday, 25.

Box Top Girls
BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.

Meals are included with BTG (the retreat day and the regular meetings).
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Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ...
At present, we have some from within our talented worship team who are sharing the point/lead role: Rick
Randleman from a staff leadership role plus Jared Wilson and Kendall Wooldridge. Just like in other areas of
our ministries, we are grateful to have people who are willing to use their God-given giftedness in this way.
If you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach out to Rick or
Kendall and let them know. We continue to welcome more volunteers!

Our Preaching Calendar
On Sunday, February 28, Rick Randleman is wrapping-up the portion of our “WISE FOOLS”
series that we started in January. We’ve focused on the call in God’s Word for us to LIVE OUT
our faith in Christ even when it might seem and be labeled as “FOOLISH” by others. We see so
many examples of such a life in God’s Word. Without a doubt, this is going be a part of our
lives of faith especially as we live in a context that is increasingly in opposition to God and His ways. Yet, in the end,
such choices are truly WISE, especially when factoring in God’s perspective and His response. Indeed, within the context
of spiritual realities we know to be true (e.g. who God is, His promise to reward faith, the existence of eternity, etc.),
these choices that seem foolish to others are actually quite WISE, indeed, even the wisest way life can ever be lived!

For the month of March, we are continuing this basic theme, but considering it especially in connection to Jesus and His
cross - “WISE FOOLS: Embracing the Way of Jesus’ Cross.” Faith in Christ means believing in the GOOD NEWS of
grace that is foolishness to the world. Even more, it means following Jesus on this path as well as we live out a system
of values that is quite opposite from the way of the world. Instead of self-interest, it’s about self-denial. Instead of selfcenteredness, it’s others-centered love and humility. Instead of going “my way,” it’s about being faithful to the Father’s
will even when it leads to a cross. FOOLISH to the world around us, indeed! Each year leading-up to Easter Sunday,
we focus on Jesus and the GOOD NEWS of what God has done through Him. Here in 2021, this is an appropriate
way for us to do just that as we consider the path He traveled for us and how we follow His example.
NOTE: If you are looking to catch past sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through our main
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available there on the
main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion.
Our Sunday morning “HYBRID” - gathering both “in person” and online.
We continue to offer the LIVE STREAM through Facebook LIVE. We
now have it set-up for you to be able to access the live stream
directly from our website: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online. Of
course, it can still be accessed through our Facebook page as well.
See the next page for some specifics about how we are approaching different aspects of our
ENCOUNTER time during this COVID-impacted season.
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Some specifics about how we are approaching things in this season:


The LORD’S SUPPER … If you are joining us “in person,” we have shifted how we are
approaching this time - still offering the pre-packaged kits as an option, but also using
trays with double-stacked cups (bread in the bottom cup & juice in the top one). If you
are participating online, please have your Lord’s Supper supplies ready.



OFFERING … We also have boxes at each auditorium entrance to collect offering. Of
course, however you are participating (in person or online), you can still use the giving
options we’ve highlighted on page 4.



We are still making it possible to take sermon notes even if you are participating
virtually. You can use your own supplies. Or, we are making note sheets available as a
PDF that you can print and use at home (see also the YouVersion option on page 6).



As far as SEATING goes, we continue to make sure our seats are appropriately spaced
out while still facilitating those who are joining us in person.

CONNECT
and GROW DEEP
When we are operating as normal (i.e. without impacts from COVID-19), these two priorities that we call
“CONNECT” and “GROW DEEP” are a valuable part of our church family here at Southland. They each have
their own separate value and slot on our typical ministry calendar. For now, we are bringing them together for
our 9:30am ministry programming on Sunday mornings.
In 2021, we have resumed our fuller Sunday morning schedule with a 9:30am start
time. It has been so encouraging to get back into more of a normal rhythm of things!
We look forward to that continuing with a new round of elective classes.
Here’s what it looks like for March and April:
Sunday School classes for kids and youth
“The Launch” Connect Group for college-aged students in Room #5
Beyond that, we are offering three specific elective options in lieu of normal CONNECT Groups


“The High Bar of the Low Profile” based on Jesus’ example in Philippians 2 - led by Alex Cobb



A study of Ephesians led by Pat Little (with Ben Jennings leading on 3/7)



“Grace is Greater” (using a RightNow Media series by Kyle Idleman) - led by Matt Martin
We intend to have all 3 of these available as online options in March and April; be looking
for more information via e-mail and “The Southland Scoop” leading-up to March 7.

For more details, check out this flyer: Sunday mornings at 9:30 - Spring 2021 (click on the link to access
the PDF electronically; paper copies are also available at the Welcome Center).
Sunday, March 7 is a great time to join us as we start into this new round of adult elective classes.
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body
As we continue moving back toward normal, we have re-incorporated various areas of service
within our church family. That’s especially true as we’ve recently moved to a fuller/more
normal schedule on Sunday mornings. We are certainly not filling all the roles that we used to
fill. And yet, there are regular ways we still need help from people willing to serve. Please let
us know if there are ways you are available to help in this season - whether ways you
previously served in the past or perhaps in a new way.

SERVING SCHEDULE for March 2021
We are still not back to publishing a full serving schedule. Below, we have listed some roles of
service we have specifically scheduled. Please note: during this season, we are still needing
people to serve as greeters - our preference would be from both 9:15-9:40 and 10:15-10:40 - as
well as foyer hosts throughout our ENCOUNTER worship service.

Greeters/Foyer

Computer

Serving Team Leader

Still working to put this
together; please let the
office staff know if
you’re willing to serve
in this capacity.

Sonya Simpson

Mark Miller

Dan Gray

Doug Graves

Simeon Martin

Ben Jennings

Nate Jennings

Les Londeen

Nursery workers
(all morning)

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER

Kid ENCOUNTER

(age 3 - K)

(1st - 5th grades)

3/7

Julie Brothers

Anna Martin

Brad & Ashley Worthy

3/14

Amanda Miller

Traci Prater

Jamie Millican/Anna Randleman

3/21

The Graves Family

Kristin Londeen

Les Londeen

3/28

Cheryl McAnally

Andrea Conboy

Andy & Donna Lillard

3/7
3/14
3/21
3/28

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As
each part does its own special work, it helps the other
parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and
growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16)
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
Our local ministry partners:

www.maranatha
biblecamp.org

www.ccozarks.
org/crosslines

www.cchonthe.net

www.417pcc.org

www.occ.edu

www.show-mehome.com

The PCC hosts an annual fundraiser banquet in April. This year, it Saturday,

April 10 (a live event this year with a livestream broadcast offered as well).
Southland typically hosts a table (or two) as part of our partnership and as a way of supporting the PCC’s ministry.
It’s a way we can encourage the SCC family to participate in this event. Let the office know if you are interested in
attending. Otherwise, be looking for information about this in the month of March.

This has become one of our favorite days on the calendar at Southland … a day for us
church-wide to have an intentional focus on SERVICE - living out an active love. To give
you a glimpse of what happens: we meet at 9am for a briefer time of ENCOUNTER
worship (please note this time change is for this one Sunday only!) . We then leave to
spread out and serve in various projects around our community. After missing out on
this day in 2020, we’re certainly looking forward to it this year!
We are in the process of planning and preparing for the day. For now, get the date marked on the calendar and plan
on joining us. Also, please do let us know if you have an idea to be considered for a possible project.
Also, we will again wear t-shirts especially designed for this day (most of us wear
jeans and these shirts on this day). If you have one from a previous year, make sure
it will still work this year. If you haven’t been around for this day in the past (or if you

simply need a new one), we’ll have a display in the front corner of the auditorium
sometime in the month of March where you can place an order. The cost is $10/shirt.
We pray that God will use this day to help us be a blessing to our community around us as we LIVE OUT service!
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners,
we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) when available. This
is really the only way one of our partners can share with supporters
as their location makes any online presence too risky from a security
standpoint. Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-

19 realities impact their locations as well!

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our
connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
Unfortunately, there were several COVID-related postponements in 2020.
One such event was a Mexico mission trip scheduled for last Summer. Well,
good news: we have been able to re-schedule it for 2021! We know that
things are still not “normal” and there are still questions about what this
might all look like, especially with a border crossing involved. At the same
time, we feel like this is an appropriate opportunity for us to pursue. Plus,
the only way that can happen is if we start the planning process now.
Rick hosted a meeting on Sunday, February 21 for those who are interested in the trip. If you weren’t able to
make it to that meeting, make sure you get in touch with Rick and let him know.
DATES:

Leaving Saturday, July 31 and returning Saturday, August 7

LOCATION:

Anapra, Mexico (across the border from El Paso, TX) with “Casas por Cristo”

COST:

$300/person after the portion that Southland is covering for materials, etc.
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