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Southland “FAMILY” News 

A Couple “Thank You’s” to pass along: 
First, “Thank you!” to the broader Southland family for your support in - once 
again - making the youth yard sale fundraiser such a success. This year, the 
youth raised over $5,800 (factoring in the boat that did eventually sell). That 
certainly helps with the larger group that is going this year to MOVE in 

Nebraska. Whether you donated items for the sale or purchased items during it - or, did both, 
preferably not donating and buying the same item - we are grateful for your participation! 

Also, a “Thank you!” to Mark and Sandy Arneson for the donation of a stove for the south kitchen 
(in addition to some upgrades in our pre-K area as well). Even if that kitchen is not used often, 
it’s helpful to have a replacement in there; we certainly appreciate you thinking of us! 

Recognizing Les Londeen 30 years of ministry service: 

There is obviously a lot of life that happens in 30 years. A person 

moves from birth through the formative education years and even 

potentially well into a career in that length of time. Beginning with 

November of 1992, there have now been 8 presidential elections in the 

past 30 years. Technology has obviously advanced quite a bit in that 

time as well - from computers to televisions to cellular phones and more. 30 years is the time it 

takes a mortgage to be paid off if you’re doing it for the longest-term possible (that kind of puts 

it in perspective, no?). There are so many things that change within a 30-year timeframe. 30 

years. It’s 3 full decades. 30% of a century. 

Here in June, we’ve arrived at a significant milestone. 30 years ago, Les Londeen was hired on to 

serve as Southland’s youth minister. In youth ministry years, 30 years is certainly a L-O-N-G 

time! Les has now been here at Southland for more than 10 times the average length of a youth 

ministry position (estimated at being between 2-3 years in our context). Such longevity is 

virtually unheard of in ministry circles overall, let alone in youth ministry. Most churches would 

have hired, introduced … and then, eventually said “good-bye” to more than 10 youth ministers 

during this time. Amidst so many more short-term ministries, our church family has certainly been 

blessed by Les’ faithful and dedicated service to Jesus. Think of it this way: Les has been around 

to celebrate births and graduations and weddings of young people … this may not have actually 

happened, but in theory, even a birth into the next generation. During this time, he has invested 

himself in the lives of numerous young people, impacting many adults as well along the way - both 

parents and otherwise. 30 years of attending church camp, serving, planning, preparing, teaching, 

connecting, guiding, caring and loving … MINISTERING! 

It’s appropriate for us to “give honor to whom honor is due.” During our ENCOUNTER time on June 

5, we are recognizing Les for his 30 years of service. In addition to a gift we are giving him from 

the church family, we would encourage you to write him a note expressing your own appreciation 

for him and the way he has impacted your life - whether directly or indirectly with your children. 

Not only is this a good time for Les to be encouraged and appreciated, it is also a good 

opportunity for US to express our gratitude for his faithful service. Even if you cannot be with us 

in-person, please join us in celebrating Les’ 30 years with us here at Southland. 

From the Southland Christian Church family, thank you, Les! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS for the Southland family: 

Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we’ve continued to share about several key upcoming 
events in the life of the Southland family - some of them are not until later this Summer, but it’s 
good to have them in front of you even now. While there is much more information on the pages 
that follow, we want to make sure we highlight them here in one spot so that they’re not missed: 

It’ not for the entire Southland family (sorry, guys), but the “Women’s Brunch” 
on Saturday, June 25 in the Great Room is for more than half of us … and so, is 
worth highlighting here. A team has been working hard to plan a refreshing 
and enjoyable time together. It’s going to be a great time together for all 
ladies - from junior high on up. Kristie has shared more details on page 15.  

Our annual Southland FAMILY Picnic:   

Sunday, June 26 at 5pm 
Held (again) at Living Memorial Park in 

southeast Springfield 
This is an opportunity to come enjoy a meal and some time with others in a relaxed environment 
- a time of food, fellowship and fun with one another. 

NOTE:   Obviously, we are planning this as an outside event (we have rented the sheltered 
pavilion there at the park). In the event of rain, we will communicate any necessary 
change in plans that afternoon - likely just moving the event to the church. 

What the church is providing: Grilled hamburgers/hot dogs, buns & fixings - we do potentially 
need some volunteers to help grill (we’re using the church grill) 

 Single serving bags of chips 

 Drinks, paper products, utensils, etc. 

What we need you to bring:   Sides and/or desserts to be shared pot-luck style (remember we 
are providing chips) 

     Lawn chairs (there is lots of shade there) 

It would also be great if people would bring outdoor activities and games (e.g. washers or 
bags/“Cornhole”) that would be easy to transport and set-up. There is no specific schedule or plan 
for the evening other than gathering to enjoy time together as a church FAMILY! 

Mark your calendars for Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 
28; it’s our 2022 VBS - “MYSTERY ISLAND.” Each Summer, this is a 
key event in our church family. Not only is VBS a great 
opportunity for kids to learn (this year’s theme is about God and 
His attributes as our amazing Creator and Father in heaven who 
loves us), it’s also a great way for us to grow as we work together!  

Check out this website specifically designed for us: https://
gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/ (scroll down on 

that page to find the “volunteer” link). 

On the next page, we have identified a few specific VBS action steps you can be taking as we 
continue getting ready for this year’s VBS: 

https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/
https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/
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Important UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.): 
VBS actions steps: 

1. If you are willing and available, serve as a volunteer (use the online link on page 18). 

2.  If you want to help with donations, you have a couple of options. 
 First, there is a display in the foyer with instructions for how you can donate specific 

items we are needing for the week. 
 Second (this is much easier on our end in several ways), you can also just give 

monetarily; there is a place for you to put such donations at the display as well.  
 Either way, we need these back to Southland by Sunday, June 19! 

3.  Of course, if you have kids who are participating (VBS programming is for ages 4 
through 8th grade), please see the link on page 11 and make sure to register your kids! 

4.  Spread the word about VBS; encourage your own kids to invite their friends to join us or 
even invite kids you know (they, of course, can use the same registration link). 

5.  Be in PRAYER for the week and what God will use it to accomplish in the lives of our 
kids and the broader Southland family! 

As always, we are looking forward to this week. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for 
kids to learn, it’s also a great way for us to grow as we serve together! 

MEXICO Mission Trip … July 30- August 6 (a Saturday to a Saturday), Rick is 
leading a trip to Anapra, Mexico with Casas por Cristo. For basic details see 
page 20; he has also shared on page 9 some information about how the whole 
Southland family can participate in this trip … even without going. 

FLOURISH 2022 is Sunday, August 28 at 5pm ... each year, it’s an important evening together for 
our church family. This event provides a time when we can reflect on what has happened in the 
past ministry year and prepare for where God is leading us as we move ahead. For now, we ask 
that you mark down the date and plan to join us; as always, a delicious dinner will be served.  
We’ll share more about this event as we head into July and beyond. 

Of course, in addition to these church-wide events, it’s a Summer filled with camp sessions, the 
MOVE conference and other events within individual Southland ministries. Make sure you’re 
staying tuned-in to “The Vine” as well as “The Southland Scoop” Facebook page. 

Memorial Gift Donations ... Southland was graciously chosen as the recipient for memorial 
gifts given after two of our church family members passed away: Jerry Doty and Brad Worthy. 
We were able to use the gifts given in Jerry’s memory to upgrade our tables for the Fellowship 
Hall - the newer gray ones - as well as a couple of other items (see below). The money given in 
Brad’s memory is going to help with the overall auditorium work. We are grateful for this way to 
honor the memory of both of these men as important parts of our church family. 

We used part of the funds we were given to purchase a bench for the 
playground area; it’s a great spot to watch what’s happening on the 
playground equipment. It’s been incorporated into the new patio area 
where the church’s grill is as well. The work for the patio was done by 
a crew on “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (May 1). The picture to the left 
shows some of our young people using the bench. It’s truly a great 
addition to that area; we are grateful for the generosity of these gifts. 
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Re: Southland Leadership 
Each Summer, we go through a process designed to help us identify potential 
new elders. As with anything, the leadership of a church family certainly 
matters, and the role of elder is a key part of God’s design. Throughout this 
process, we will be using this space in “The Vine” to communicate information 
about how it works and to update you regarding our progress.  

Scripture doesn’t give us specific instructions as to how elders should be appointed. What we do know from the 
NT is that this is a significant responsibility in the life of a church family. Since we strive to allow God’s Word 
to guide what we do and how we do it here at SCC, we strive to view this leadership role accordingly. As 
described in the elder portion of our “Leadership Covenant” (see the “We Do!” section on page 8), we believe 
that the NT identifies the elders of a church as those who collectively share in the ultimate responsibility and 
accountability for a congregation’s spiritual health and well-being. It’s a vital role to play in Jesus’ church! 

Here at Southland we use a process for selecting elders that reflects the importance of this role. The purpose 
behind it is NOT simply to choose those men whom we think should lead according to our wisdom. Rather, 
our process is an attempt to recognize those men the Holy Spirit (a) has gifted for such leadership and (b) is 
calling to serve in this capacity at this particular time. In Acts 20:28, we see that whatever human process may 
be in place for a local congregation selecting elders, ultimately the Holy Spirit appoints such leaders. 

As part of this process, we will have elder recommendation forms available at the Welcome 
Center (along with a box where filled-out forms can be placed). This recommendation phase runs for three 
Sundays: June 5, 12 and 19. During this time, we provide Southland members with the OPPORTUNITY to 
identify and recommend potential new elders. Men who feel called to serve and desire to do so can even 
submit their own names. We do encourage you to reflect on the qualities for elders laid out in 1 Timothy 3:1-
7 and Titus 1:5-9 as you consider potentially recommending someone. 

Anyone recommended for this role who also desires to serve will then go through an interview process with 
the current eldership. Because of the importance of the role, we want potential elders to understand the 
expectations that go with this responsibility. We also want to help them clarify whether or not this is God's call 
for their lives at this point. From there, we will proceed through the process with new elders being ready to 
start serving in this capacity beginning in September as we launch our new ministry year. 

Current Elders: Ernie Emmerton, Ben Jennings, Pat Little, Terry Ochs and Bob Wood. Terry is 
nearing the end of his 6th year and is scheduled for a one-year sabbatical that will 
begin in September (required after 6 consecutive years of service). 

 As Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team.  

About Our Upcoming Auditorium Renovation ... 
For the past few months, we’ve been communicating about this 
project that will be unfolding this Summer. We have been using 
this space to share information with the Southland family about 
the process. Now that Summer is here, the plan is certainly 
coming together. We’ve locked-in bids for various aspects of the 
project. Plans are being made for painting. Carpet options (i.e. 
type, color, etc.) have been chosen. It’s certainly exciting to see it 

all happening. Feel free to check out previous editions of “The Vine” electronically for more 
background on this work, including the main funding for the project.  

(See the top of the next page for a general timeline for the work that is going to be done.) 
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Here’s a general sketch of a timeline for the auditorium renovation (subject to change, but this is 
how it’s likely to unfold as of the beginning of June):  

 Painting is going to happen in June/early July - needed as the first step. 

The sound panel situation will be addressed next - either in late July or early August. 
Instead of individual panels, a product is being installed that will provide better coverage, 
acoustics and effectiveness … plus a method that is not going to fall down if hit with a ball.  

The carpet will be next; we’re replacing it all: main floor, stage floor and carpeting on the 
walls. It’s already ordered and on the schedule for mid-August. Bye-bye purple. 

Finally, new chairs - we’re not replacing all of them in the auditorium, just the lighter 
purple ones - will be coming to coincide with the completion of the carpeting. 

It’s exciting to see the plan all coming together and we are certainly looking forward to the end 
result of this process! Be looking later in June for more details about a way we’re going to be 
inviting you to help with this project.  

We have increased our usage of “Church Center: PEOPLE” within the Southland 
FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that those who have 
signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password (access it here: https://
people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also available through an app called 

“Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for us to maintain connections with others in the Southland 
family. It also allows you to manage all of your contact information. 

Here’s another useful piece of the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center: it offers a 
valuable communication tool through its e-mail platform. We are able to send 
messages to the full lists we’ve created (again, you can manage your account and 
control if you don’t want things sent to a specific address). We are now using this exclusively so 
that all of our family-wide e-mail communications are coming from here. 

In addition to e-mail, we communicate updates regularly through an internal Facebook group/ 
page we call “The Southland Scoop.” We encourage you to find the page and stay up-to-date. 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For May 2022 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME:  May tithe = $34,502 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $6,900 

40  

Fiscal year-to-date (September 2021 onward - through the end of May 2022), our tithe is $296,361 for an 
average of a little over $7,600 … at this point, this projects to a little under $400,000 annually. 

Our projected need for this year is up in the $470,000 range. That is up from last fiscal year’s budget as 

well as the total actual tithe. That budget factors in all of our current staffing, increases in utilities, 

overall increases in costs due to inflation, etc. We did enter this ministry year in a healthy place 
financially. We continue to pay attention to our financial situation and make any necessary expense-

related adjustments along the way. There are some areas that have more flexibility in this regard.  

Of course, as always, we encourage you to be faithful in your giving. Without question, this is a key part 

(and privilege!) of belonging to a church family. Thank you to those who continue to make this a priority. 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

These are the “extra” events and activities that are happening 

in addition to all of our normal ministry programming. 

Sunday, June 5 … “Promotion Sunday 2021” (see p. 11 for more on this). 

Sunday, June 5 through Sunday, June 19 … our “Elder Recommendation process; see page 5 

for more on how this works. 

Saturday, June 11 … Beginner Day Camp (for kids entering K/1st grade) at Maranatha. 

Sunday, June 12 through Wednesday, June 15 … 5th and 6th grade camp at Maranatha. 

Thursday, June 16 through Saturday, June 18 … Kids’ Camp (for kids entering 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

grades) at Maranatha. 

Sunday, June 19 … Happy Father’s Day!  

Sunday, June 19 at 8:30am … a meeting for all volunteers who will be working with Pre-k/K 

for VBS; donuts and coffee will be served. 

Sunday, June 19 through Friday, June 24 … Middle School Camp (for kids entering 7 th and 8th 

grades) at Maranatha. 

Saturday, June 25 … women’s brunch at 10am; see page 15 for more information. 

Sunday, June 26 … a our annual church family picnic at 5pm; see page 3 for details about 

this event, including what the church is providing and what we need you to bring. 

A few dates for down the road: 

 July 10-16 ... the high school MOVE conference (see p. 13). 

 July 17 … a “Discover Southland” event for those who are newer to the Southland 

 family (really, even stretching back into late 2019 and early 2020 now). 

 Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28 ... “Mystery Island,” our 2022 VBS (see pp. 

 3-4 for general info and p. 11 for details focused on kids/parents directly). 

 Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 … mission trip to Anapra, Mexico. 

 Sunday, August 28 … FLOURISH 2022, an annual gathering for the Southland family 

 where we share a delicious meal and reflect on how God is at work here. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 

Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School for all kids and youth). See page 17 for details 

about what’s happening in this area of our ministry - not meeting on July 3. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. See pages 16-17. 

Group Huddle on Sunday nights, Wednesday evening CULTIVATE and Thursday morning 

Bible Study (WSA) are all on break for the Summer. These will all resume later in the year. 
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

We are entering the time of year when we go through our annual process of considering new elders to 

potentially add (the process begins in June - see p. 5 for details). In light of that, we use this “WE DO!” 

section to highlight the specific commitments SCC elders make as part of this covenant. There is a broader 

set affirmed by both elders and staff (we will list those out in next month’s edition). What follows are the 

specific commitments we believe are important for elders to make based on what Scripture teaches. 

ELDERS’ COMMITMENTS: 

 We covenant to embrace the unique and sacred responsibilities entrusted to us by God. The NT 

teaches that churches are to be led by elders - men of character, wisdom and life experience who 

have received this trust from Christ Himself (1 Peter 5:2; see also Acts 20:28). In light of that, 

these leaders are given the primary responsibility and accountability for a local church’s well-being. 

 We covenant to protect against false teachings by guarding the Truth as it is communicated in 

God’s Word. This is one of the consistent tasks of elders in the NT (see Acts 20:28-31; 2 Timothy 

1:13-14 and Titus 1:9). In fact, routinely when the imagery of shepherds is used for elders in the 

NT, the emphasis is on guarding the flock in this specific way - from the threat of false doctrine. 

 We covenant to seek God’s will for Southland as we are led by the Holy Spirit and God’s Word. 

Elders are to serve recognizing that this church (like all churches) is GOD’s flock and CHRIST’s body 

(see Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:15 and 1 Peter 5:2-3). Together, as a team of shepherds, elders seek 

to discern and discover His leading through the Holy Spirit and God’s Word. 

 We covenant to follow the example and leading of Jesus, the Chief Shepherd, as we care for and 

nurture the congregation as shepherds of His flock. Elders are to serve essentially as what we could 

call “under-shepherds” to Jesus, the “Chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 5:2-4 & Heb. 13:20). He is both 

our example and the One who directs us in our role as shepherds. 

 We covenant to make decisions based on the long-term health and well-being of God’s people at 

Southland. Part of the shepherding imagery involves guiding and directing the flock. Elders should 

strive to make decisions that will guide God’s flock away from dangers and to what’s best. 

 We covenant to lovingly exercise discipline of members when necessary for the glory of God, the 

good of the one caught in sin and the health of the church as a whole. Christian community 

involves lovingly leading people away from sin and to restoration. Because of that, when it’s 

necessary, SCC elders strive to carry-out this God-given role in as God-honoring a way as possible. 
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A note from RICK ... 
In early August, a team from Southland is again heading to Anapra, Mexico to build a 

house for a family in need. This is in partnership with Casas Por Cristo, a mission’s 

“building organization” that partners with the local churches in Anapra. We want to take 

a moment to ask that you would be in prayer for our team, but also that you would 

begin praying for the family that we will serve there. We don’t have the specifics just 

yet, but we will soon; and, as soon as we do, we will share those details with you. 

In addition to providing a house, we would love to be able to shower this family with some housewarming gifts as 

well, and this is where we could use your help! We are looking for a few box fans, rugs, curtains, mini-blinds 

(36x36), curtain rods, garden hose, a broom/dustpan, towels (i.e. bath, kitchen, etc.), sheets, pillows, misc. kitchen 

supplies as well as cooking utensils, toiletries, etc. We would also like to bring some toys and gifts for any children 

our family has (I’ll let you know about that as soon as I can). 

Additionally, we are looking for cash donations that can help provide paint, mud and tape (these are not included 

in the basic costs with Casas). Here are two more items we are hoping for as well: bunk beds ($450) and a mini-

split a/c unit ($550); it would be great to provide one or both to the family. 

So, if you have or would like to purchase any of these - or make a monetary donation so we can get them -  you 

can bring them by the church any time over the next several weeks. It’s ok if we double-up on some things as we 

will give them to other families in the area or to the local church. 

Thanks in advance for helping to bless our friends in Anapra! 

What MATTers to me … 
There’s not much space, so just a quick reflection. This one comes from a story I had heard about a pastor 
named Mark Coleman; it’s a great reminder for us about the important virtue of ENDURANCE, a regular 
instruction in the NT especailly (we focused on this theme back on Sunday, May 15). Here’s how the story goes: 

Coleman loves to hike, and he passed on that love to his son, Peter. When Peter was only 5 
years old, Coleman planned an easy hike on the northern part of the Appalachian Trail. 
Coleman would lead them around a mountain to a lake in Vermont where they would spend 
the night. He made thorough preparation for the trip, including coaching his son.  

Over and over he told him that it would be tough, and it was okay to be tired, but they had 
to keep on walking. They had to keep on walking. 

Unfortunately, the walking was longer and tougher than expected because Coleman … led 
them over the mountain, not around it. The trail was steep and broken. Little Peter 
stumbled time after time on loose rocks, but they kept on walking. The hike was a burden, 
not a joy, but they kept on walking. Peter fell so many times that he ripped the knees of his 
jeans, but he kept on walking. Finally, after one fall too many, he sat and cried. 

As Mark approached him & began to speak, Peter cut him off: "I know, Dad. It's OK to cry, 
as long as I keep on walking." 

What a great reminder for followers of Jesus! To live in this world is to know struggle and hardships. For sure, 
there are ample joys along the way; and yet, it’s trouble that often seems most obvious - both in our own 
journeys and in the world around us. ENDURANCE is frequently commanded because it’s so regularly needed. 
And so, consider the advice from 5 year-old Peter: what matters is that we keep on walking. Spurred by Jesus’ 
promise as the One who has already overcome, even as trouble comes, we keep on walking. Even as eyes are filled 
with tears and hearts feel overwhelmed, we keep on walking with endurance, faithful to Him to the end. 
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what is happening for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time every week. 

 (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time (typically after the Lord’s Supper and prayer time). “Kid ENCOUNTER” is 
meeting as normal throughout June. 

For this month, we are continuing a study called “How to be a 
Superhero!” Sometimes superheroes do great things. Other times it’s 
the little things that make them super. Big and small things add up to a 
life that honors God and allows us to do some super things for 
others. Kids will learn that small acts done for Jesus can lead to a 
super life and they'll learn how to make life super for others. 

 

An Upcoming Kids’ Event: A Pool Party 

Saturday, July 16 from 2-4pm 

Hosted at the Jennings’ house 
(4599 S. Farm Road 115 in Brookline) 

This is an event for families with kids from birth through 5th grade - a fun time to swim and 
visit. We are providing snacks and drinks (i.e.  juice boxes and water). We’re looking forward to 
this time together! 

Please be sure to let Jessica know how many from your family will be attending. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer 
to provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so 
please check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Sunday School classes meet for all ages of kids at 9:15am each 
week (they are meeting as normal throughout June) - in addition to 
nursery for our youngest ones, we have a pre-K class, a class for 
students in K - 2nd grade and a class for students in 3rd

 - 5th grades. 
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Some Info Applicable to Kids and Youth 
On the first week of each June (this year, it’s Sunday, June 5), we 
“promote” our young people to their next grade level throughout 
our ministries for kids and youth. As soon as one school year ends, 
kids go ahead and mentally advance themselves; so, we do too 
here at Southland! This applies to all of our normal ministries (more 
applicable once we get to the Fall), special summer activities (e.g. 

camp, VBS, etc.) and beyond. While we move all of our kids up, it doesn’t necessarily mean 
something changes for every grade level.  

Below we have highlighted the specific Sunday morning impacts:  

During Sunday School (9:30am), students entering the following grades move to a new class: 
Incoming Kindergarten students to Room 3    
Incoming 3rd graders to Room 4 
Incoming 6th graders to the Middle School class (Room 7) 
Incoming freshmen to the High School class (Room 6) 
Graduated seniors to the Launch college-age Connect Group (Room 5) 

During “Kid ENCOUNTER” … any incoming 1st graders also move up to the 1 
st

 - 5 
th grade “Kid 

ENCOUNTER” (younger kids are “promoted” throughout the year according to birthdays); as a 
reminder, our grade school students start in service with their families. In addition, new 6 

th 
graders remain with their families for the entire ENCOUNTER service. 

Our 2022 VBS (see pages 3-4 for more VBS news): 

MYSTERY ISLAND … Tracking 
Down the One True God  

Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28 
(from 6-8:30 each evening)  

VBS is for kids age 4 through 5 

th grade.* 

Our VBS home page: https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/ 

To register: https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/register/ 
Please make sure to get your student(s) and their friends registered as soon as possible! 

*  We have a special session for middle school students as well (use the same registration 
link above). Also, we can make accommodations for younger kids of VBS volunteers. 

The 2022 Summer Camp Season at Maranatha 
We wanted to provide basic information in one spot as we prepare for the 2022 camp season. Below 
and on the next page are all the details about camp we need to communicate at this point (e.g. 
what to pack, departure/arrival times as well as some camp-related thoughts from Les): 

Medication:   Make sure any medication is in the original prescription bottle with dosage 
information. If you are sending any over-the-counter medication, simply write 
your child’s full name on the packaging. 

 

 

https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/
https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/register/
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CAMP SESSION DEPARTURE DATE/TIME RETURN DATE/TIME 

Beginner Camp (K/1st Grade) Saturday, 6/11 at 8:30am Saturday, 6/11 at ~4:45pm 

Kids’ Camp (2nd - 4th Grade) Thursday, 6/16 at 9:30am Saturday, 6/18 at ~2:45pm 

5th - 6th Grade Camp Sunday, 6/12 at 2:30pm Wednesday, 6/15 at ~2:45pm 

M.S. Camp (7th - 8th Grade) Sunday, 6/19 at 2pm Friday, 6/24 at ~12:45pm 

DEPARTURE (from Southland) and RETURN (to Southland) times: 

Les’ latest  
During June, many young people will be packing for an unforgettable 

experience. In fact, Bible camp is what so many young people call the highlight 

of their summer. It’s that week away from home that is still the hub of 

conversation when school starts again. From jumping off a three-story zipline to 

games to worship services and bonfires, there is an endless stream of fun. 

This type of camp is also where so much learning and growth happens. It’s an incredible place to 

learn some basic skills. Camp is a place where kids discover they are good at archery and making 

s’mores. There are also many great personal growth areas to learn at camp, primarily leadership, 

communication and teamwork. Campers must learn how to stay organized so they don’t lose their 

belongings. Likewise, living in close proximity with others for a week teaches respect for others’ space 

and items, as well as compromise. It also teaches independence in a safe setting that helps nurture 

their growth. 

Most importantly, Bible camp is where young people learn more about their faith. Worship services, 

small group studies and other activities combine to teach campers how to strive for a stronger 

relationship with Christ. It’s a place where students make decisions - either to be baptized or to 

embrace a calling to minister to others. It’s a place where a foundation of faith is structured with 

great teaching and solid relationships. 

Let’s get packing for an incredible summer! 

What to Pack:   Bible, bedroll, towels, personal grooming items/toiletries, modest swim wear, 
flashlight, insect repellent, sunscreen, rain gear, casual clothing for the week and a 
bag for dirty clothes. This is just a sampling; the camp’s website has even more 
specifics: http://maranathabiblecamp.org/summer-camp/what-to-pack. 

Money:   Students should also bring money for canteen ($2 each trip, once a day for 
younger campers + twice a day for 7th and 8th graders).  

 Camp t-shirts are also for sale at the canteen - increased to $15 this year.  

 There will also be an offering to support the specific mission for each session. 

One of the highlights of camp comes at mail time; here’s where you can send mail: 

(Name of camper and their session) 
c/o Maranatha Bible Camp 
18131 Highway WW 
Everton, MO 65646 

http://maranathabiblecamp.org/summer-camp/what-to-pack
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for MIDDLE School and high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (now starting at 9:15am): We have separate Sunday School classes for our 

middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the high school 

class meets in Room #6. Sunday School classes are meeting as normal in June (but not on July 3). 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE is finished for this school/ministry year. We’ll resume 

sometime around the end of August or early September. 

“To Infinity and Beyond!” - a Group Huddle MOVIE NIGHT: “LIGHTYEAR” 
Wednesday, June 29 at 6pm … cost is $10 (includes a movie ticket and pizza)  

Join us for pizza and a fun theater experience! The sign-up deadline is Sunday, June 26 
(sign-up at the display in the south foyer, near the MS/HS Sunday School rooms). 

Specifically for MIDDLE School … 
For next year’s middle school students and parents … check out the 

reminders about the 2022 camp season at Maranatha Bible Camp (pages 11 and 

12). This is a key part of our Summer ministry to middle school students. 

Also, Les hosts activities for our middle school youth during VBS (those going into 6th-8th grades next 
school year) - 6-8:30pm, July 25-28. You’re invited to come enjoy nightly no-cost adventures while 

making new friends. If you’re inviting a guest, be sure their parent/guardian fills out a Southland 

participation consent form. 

Here’s the lineup of fun-filled events: 

 Monday, July 25 Outdoor Games at Southland 

 Tuesday, July 26 A trip to the Quarters Arcade in Ozark 

 Wednesday, July 27 Roller Skating  

 Thursday, July 28 Nerf Gun Bonanza (an additional waiver is required for this) 

To help us plan, we ask that you use the same VBS registration link on page 11. 

 

2022 High school “MOVE” Conference 
July 10-16 at the University of Nebraska (in Lincoln) 

We are grateful for another successful yard sale fundraiser that helps with the cost of attending 

the MOVE Conference. You should have received in the mail an invoice with details about what 
you owe; check with Les if you still need that information. 

Two more MOVE-related notes:  

1. Be sure to check your mailbox for a 12-page conference guide (separate from the invoice). 

This information includes a packing list, rules, schedules and other general details about the 

university campus. 

2. At the youth display area in the south foyer, there is a sign-up sheet re: 2022 MOVE 

Conference roommates. 
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Southland Women 
“HOME.” What emotions does that word bring to mind? I’ve been 
thinking lately about how transient the concept of home really is.  

I recently had to opportunity to go “home.” This home is where I 
spent several of my teenage and young adult years. It’s the home my 
parents live in. Before that, it was home to my maternal grandfather 
and his second wife. Even before that, it had been his home with my 
grandmother, and for years had been my mother’s home while she 
was growing up. Going there, in a sense, felt like going home.  

After my visit there, I came home. I returned to the home where Matt and our kids have lived for nearly 12 
years. It is the home in which I cook, clean, do laundry, relax, etc. It is the home I set up and chose which 
cabinets would hold what items, whose bedroom would be whose, what pictures would be on the walls, and 
more. It holds many memories – a work crew from Southland who helped us paint before we moved in, bringing 
Eden home from the hospital, many games played, meals eaten, friends we’ve had over, Eden doing gymnastics 
in the living room floor, and many others. 

I’ve noticed when hearing my young adult children speak that they often have multiple “homes.” They move 
away to begin college, and then they come home. But if you listen, after a break, they talk about going home. 
They mean back to school, where their friends are, where their best-loved possessions are, where their on-
going work and study is. They are somewhat at home in both places, but not quite fully at home either place.  

I resonate with that. Home is a powerful concept, but multiple places can have elements of home. The people 
we love might be there. Familiar surroundings put us as ease. We know where to find things. Our possessions 
surround us. Home has the feeling of belonging.  

Yet no home is really HOME when we belong to Jesus. He says this in John 14: 

“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in Me. 2 There is more than enough 
room in My Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a 
place for you? 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with 
me where I am.” 

We haven’t even seen our ultimate HOME yet. It is apparently still under construction. We won’t recognize it 
with our eyes, but I trust we will with our hearts. We won’t be surrounded by furnishings we recognize, but I 
have faith that we will feel more comfortable than we’ve ever felt. We definitely will be surrounded by love: 
God’s love, Jesus’s love, the love of family and friends who are already there. I hope they can help us find 
things! Or maybe we’ll supernaturally know where everything is. I am excited about this HOME. On this earth, 
no home is perfect. Not all our memories within our homes are happy or good. We may sometimes feel torn 
because our hearts are caught between homes. My parents’ home is home, yet it’s not. My current house is 
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home, but not everyone I love lives there. But my future home will have all the good elements of home, with 
none of the bad. Listen to the words of Revelation 21:3: “I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, ‘Look, 
God’s home is now among His people! He will live with them, and they will be His people. God Himself will be 
with them. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or 
pain. All these things are gone forever.’” 

I want to live in THAT home. It will be completely new to me, but totally comfortable. It will meet every need 
because God is it’s Designer. For now, we get to enjoy a variety of homes, each with aspects that feel familiar 
and cozy. But someday in that home, we will fully be at home.  

An Upcoming Women’s Ministry Event: 
Women’s Brunch with special invitation to mothers and daughters 

We’ll enjoy time together as 
sisters-in-Christ, delicious food, 

a chocolate fountain, games 
and door prizes. 

We’ll also hear from a special 
guest speaker and author 

from the area, Cindy Dagnan. 
Her presentation is titled “The 
Chocolate Side of Life.” Come 
listen in and find out how our 

lives are like chocolate. 

Childcare will be available for 
infants through grade school 
age kids. Please let us know if 

you plan to bring kids. 

We hope you join us for this special event! 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 
8th grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

BTG is done for the past 
school/ministry year. Be 
looking for next year’s 
plans as we proceed 
toward our kick-off 
season in the Fall. 

After wrapping-up WSA/Ladies’ Bible Study in April, we are looking toward 
our new ministry year - in September - for the next Bible Study session. As 
we move toward that time, we’ll share more details in “The Vine” about our 
plans for the Fall. 

Box Top Girls 



16 

 

Our Summer 2022 Sermon Series - “You’ve Got Questions” 
As we’ve been mentioning, our Summer 2022 sermon series is called 
“You’ve Got Questions.” We used this grid back in 2017 and are coming 
back to it again. Typically, our sermons series revolve around a certain 
portion of God’s Word or, at the very least, a common theme. In this 
series, what unites the various sermons together is simply this common 
feature: we’re looking at answers from God’s Word to specific questions 
submitted by those within the Southland family. Summer is a good time to 
do such a series as each week becomes pretty “stand alone.” 

We’ve received some great questions to be used in this series; in fact, we have far more than we’re really going to be 
able to address in the time we have allotted for this series (June 5 through the end of July - likely July 24). We’ve 
received questions related to such topics as these: God’s sovereignty (how much in life is pre-ordained?) and how that 
fits with free will + Hell and how that fits with our understanding of God’s love + feminism and Christianity + how to 
deal with LGBTQ+ issues + various specific topics ranging from alcohol consumption by believers, to tithing, to a 
Biblical perspective on dating and relationships, to doubt, to the place of good works in a life of faith, etc. As you can 
see, we have a few options (this is truly just a sampling of the questions we’ve received). That’s not to mention other 
specific questions dealing with how to understand and apply specific portions of God’s Word properly. We wish we could 
address the full list; but that simply isn’t possible. Instead, what we’re doing is selecting the questions that seem to be 
the most pertinent taking into account the entire congregation. (Perhaps questions that we don’t answer can be 
discussed as appropriate in smaller settings like Connect Groups.)  

On June 5, we are opening this series by considering God’s Word as the place we turn for His perspective in answering 
such questions. That seems an appropriate introduction to the whole series; as His people in Christ, we want to consider 
all issues from the foundation of what He has authoritatively revealed in His Word. From there on, we’ll be tackling the 
specific questions we’ve selected. Beginning with our topic for June 12, we’ll try to share the “question for the week” 
by the Friday before so you can have a heads-up; we’ll do this on Facebook and via e-mail. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 
As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of our worship team (e.g. vocally, instrumentally or 

even with the tech/audio-visual team), please reach out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We 

continue to welcome more volunteers! 
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all about - a small group relational context for reflecting on 

God’s Word and praying together.  These are a great place to get connected with others in the Southland family. 

We are continuing on with the same groups we’ve had for the past several months. They meet on Sunday 

mornings at 9:15am, including through Summer 2022 (we do have Sunday School classes for all ages of kids and 

youth at this time as well). There is a group for college-age and young adults (“Launch” - it meets in Room 5) as 

well as two other groups: one in the Great Room (primarily for those who have kids still in the house or in that 

general life stage) and one in the Fellowship Hall (primarily for those who are nearing or at retirement age). Please 
don’t hesitate to ask if you need help deciding which group is best for you.  

Connect Groups are meeting as normal throughout June; looking ahead, they will not meet on Sunday, July 3. 

 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

A note about CULTIVATE in the Fall (launches late August or early September) and 

beyond … we’ve already done some planning. Back in 2019-2020, we used a book 

called Core 52 - a look at a variety of key themes from God’s Word (52 of them, in 

fact). There is now a companion book called Quest 52 - 52 sessions specifically 

focused on Jesus and our pursuit of Him (i.e. discipleship). Our plan is to use this 

book as we did with Core 52; we’ll obviously share more as that gets closer. 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, we do value this option. If health challenges make it tough for you to be with 

us, you can stay connected to your church family this way. Likewise, especially as we find 

ourselves in the Summer months when you might be gone more, we encourage you to stay 

connected in this way if you cannot attend in-person. 

The live stream also means that past services remain available on our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland … they should be accessible here even without 

an account). If you missed a week and want to catch-up, you can do so there.  

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

We use this space to share some specific ways we need volunteers. Just like any FAMILY, we 

function as we do because of the willing-hearted servants who choose to embrace opportunities 

to BUILD UP others through serving. Below, we have highlighted two specific areas where we 

need help. Of course, there are several more regular ways where you can get involved; and we 

encourage you to do so. See the blue flyer at the display by the Welcome Center for more 

details about volunteer opportunities. Let the staff team know if there are ways you are 

willing and wanting to get involved in serving.  

Two Specific Opportunities: 

We’re back into the full swing of mowing. (we use volunteers for 

this). We need help with mowing and trimming the main lot as 

well as mowing the south field/detention area. Please talk to Mark 

Miller, Dennis McCann or a staff member if you can help out. 

Preparations for our 2022 “Mystery Island” are being made. Here’s how you can help:  

1. We need help with donations. We have a VBS display up in 

the foyer with items we’re requesting (i.e. materials, props/

décor, food supplies, etc.). If you are unable to be present and 

helping during VBS, this is a great way to help. 

2. We always need volunteers. Many hands are required to pull 

off a VBS session. If you are willing and available during the 

evenings (6-8:30pm) on July 25-28, we can certainly use you! To volunteer, use this 

link: https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/volunteer/. See the 

calendar pages for details about any VBS meetings as we move toward this event. 

These are great ways you can help with VBS. It takes all of us working together to make 

such an event happen for our kids! 

A “THANK YOU!” to Dennis McCann who has been taking 

care of much of the mowing so far this year. We are grateful 

for your service! 

A “THANK YOU!” to Debbie Little who has resumed preparing communion bread now that 

we are back to more of a normal with the Lord’s Supper; it’s great, Debbie!  

Also a “THANK YOU!” to our volunteer team of elders: Ernie Emmerton, Ben Jennings, Pat 

Little, Terry Ochs and Bob Wood. Based on where we are in the year (see page 5), it seems 

an appropriate time to express our gratitude to them for their heart, leadership and investment 

in serving the Southland family as they do. We appreciate you all! 

https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/volunteer/
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

6/5 Cheryl McAnally Anna Martin Sean & Megan Falconer 

6/12 Melissa Wilcox Kristin Londeen Dylan & Jessica Young 

6/19 Graves Family Andrea Conboy Stefani Hall 

6/26 Jenelle Smith Amanda Butler Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for June 2022 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Serving Team Leader 

6/5 
Pat & Debbie Little 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

6/12 
Doug & Susan Graves 

Great Room Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

6/19 
Ernie & Charlotte Emmerton 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

6/26 
Brad & Marsha Foster 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

LIVE OUT 
... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

www.cchonthe.net www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the 

other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 



20 

 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available in the auditorium (by the 

map). This is really the only way one of our partners can communicate 

with us. Their location makes any online presence too risky from a 

security standpoint. We do regularly make their newsletters available 

as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

An upcoming mission trip opportunity: We’re gearing up for another mission trip to 

the Anapra, Mexico area this Summer with Casas por Cristo (see Rick’s article on p. 

9 for more information). 

 The trip will be Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 

 Rick has been communicating with the group all the necessary details. He 

has also shared in his article on page 9 ways the entire Southland family can 

be involved in the trip, especially through donations. 

Also, so you’re aware, we are in conversation with Life of Hope about another Guatemala trip sometime in 
March 2023 as well (that’s less than a year away!); we’ll share more details as it’s appropriate. 

This day is in the rearview mirror by over a month at this point. However, 

before we completely put it behind us, we wanted to make sure and look back 

just a bit on the day. Once again, it was a great day of service. Here’s a list of 

some of what was accomplished through the Southland FAMILY - young and 

old - on that day (we didn’t get as many pictures shared publicly this year, 
but there certainly were some great images from the day): 

 The ministry of Crosslines was once again blessed. Part of the group helped to put together food boxes 

for distribution. Another part helped to get diapers packaged for a new aspect of their ministry. Still 

another part helped to fill bottles with detergent so they can be distributed. 

 Customers at a local gas station were blessed by having a Southland crew swoop in to pay for their fuel. 

 A group went to CCH to work on various outside projects there. 

 A group went to serve at a local school (Horace Mann Elementary) helping with outdoor work there. 

 Others stayed here at Southland and worked on two basic projects: (1) the fence around the air 

conditioning units at the front of the building (such impressive work!) and (2) the new patio area by the 

playground (it also looks fantastic; stop by and check it out if you haven’t seen it yet!). 

All in all, it once again proved to be a great day on the calendar for our Southland family; 
a big “Thank you” to all who participated! 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

