
  

 

A “Soft” Opening on 
Sunday, June 14 at 10:30am 

Fuller re-opening on 
Sunday, June 21 at 10:30am 
We are excited to be able to come back 

together as a church family!  

See pages 2-3 for more details. 

Southland Vine The 

For JUNE 2020 
1630 W. Republic Road * Springfield, MO 65807 

www.gosouthland.org 

Who we are:  A church family where together 
we are equipped to LIVE OUT faith in Christ 

as we ENCOUNTER God, CONNECT with others, 

GROW DEEP and BUILD UP one another. 

What’s Inside … 
 

2-5 Southland FAMILY News  

6-7 General info + What’s  

 Happening at SCC (calendar) 

8 "We Do!" 

9-10 Southland KIDS 

10-11 YOUTH news INCLUDING LES’ 
 LATEST 

12-13 southlandwomen 

14-15   Encounter 

16 Connect  

16 Grow Deep  

17 Build Up  (no serving schedule) 

18 Live Out  

We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine in late June/early July. 

The 2020 camp season is coming! 
Check out page 10 for important information as we 
prepare for camp - reminders about the sessions, cost, 

details about the registration process, etc. Because of the unique timing of this 
year, we need registrations done by Wednesday, June 17! 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
This has been a challenging past few months for the Southland family, 
like for so any others, due to COVID-19. It’s part of why we’re so excited 
for what’s happening in June as we “re-gather” as a church family! As 
with any group during this season, there are several details that have to 
be worked through. Below, we have shared specific plans as well as 
some of the basic guidelines we will be implementing as we come back 
together. What we are trying to do is to implement in a reasonable and 
responsible way the guidelines that have been established by 
government officials (local and national). We want this time to be safe 
and healthy even as we are grateful to experience being back together. 

Some big picture guidelines: 

 BIG REMINDER #1 … If you are uncomfortable with a larger gathering, there is no pressure 
for you to do so until you are ready.  

 BIG REMINDER #2 … We are not going to be monitoring every one who comes in to our 
building. Instead, we are going to ask you to respect others and stay home if you are sick or 
showing symptoms. This is a basic way that we can love others around us during this season. 

 Because of those two realities, we will be continuing to offer the LIVE STREAM option for 
those who are not here in person. 

 We will be taking appropriate steps to create a safe and healthy environment. This includes 
the following: cleaning with appropriate supplies, having hand sanitizers around the 
building, changing some methods to reduce person-to-person contact (e.g. see below for the 
Lord’s Supper and offering - this will include other areas as well), encouraging proper 
distancing, etc. 

 Be loving, kind and respectful towards others. There are some challenges that come from 
different perspectives. There are difficulties that come in learning how to be back together 
with others. There are plenty of opportunities for showing grace to others. Especially now, 
we as a church family need especially high amounts of such values! 

While taking such appropriate steps, we certainly encourage you to enjoy being together with one 
another as we re-gather. 

Some specific details for Sunday mornings: 

Beginning June 14, we will be using a HYBRID approach - both an “in person” gathering in the 
auditorium and a live stream at the same time. We are getting the necessary technology to 
continue both of these formats with a goal of doing both well. This will continue for the 
foreseeable future as we know some are still not going to be ready to be in such a larger crowd. 

DATES - we will have a “soft” re-opening on Sunday, June 14 (we will be back in the auditorium 
for our live stream and can have up to 100 people in the room based on capacity guidelines ... it’s 
going to be a trial run for our tech with the hybrid approach) and then a fuller opening on 
Sunday, July 21 when our allowed capacity increases to 200. 

For now, our focus is on the 10:30 time slot - we will add-in more with 9am later (though, 
Connect Groups are still free to meet during this time). During this season, we are going to be 
striving for a service that only lasts an hour or slightly longer. 
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Some specific details for Sunday mornings (continued): 

For now (through the end of June), we are planning on having FAMILY services – a typical 
approach among churches in this season. An unstaffed nursery will be available for a family 
member to take a young child. Otherwise, we are not going to have special ministry 
programming for kids until July. Instead, they will be with their families in the shorter service. 

SEATING - this is one of the challenges when attempting to create appropriate distance. Family 
units can obviously sit in close proximity, but we need to allow for more room otherwise. 
Churches with pews that are stationary have one set of issues; others (like Southland) with chairs 
have another set. For both cleaning purposes and for logistic purposes of how to set up the room, 
here’s the plan: 

For June and likely July, we are going to encourage you to bring your own lawn chair to 
set-up wherever you choose in the auditorium. If you do not have one or do not want to 

use your own, we will have some of our chairs available. Someone wearing gloves can help 
set it up for you where you want it. 

While unconventional, we believe that this approach can help with cleanliness (you are the only 
one touching your chair) and for logistical purposes (it’s hard to anticipate how best to set-up 
the room). In the midst of this season that is going to be different and more casual by nature, we 
feel like this can be a good way to approach all of this. 

For the Lord’s Supper, we will use the pre-packaged kits where the bread and the juice are in a 
single sealed unit. These will be distributed in an appropriate way. 

For offering, instead of passing trays, we will have boxes set-up. Of course, you can continue to 
use one of the alternative options we’ve again highlighted on the next page: the online platform 
called Tithe.ly (website or app), mailing in a check or using your bank’s bill pay feature. 

Other needed adjustments will be obvious and/or properly communicated along the way. 

Two additional practical items: 

 Regarding masks … because we should be able to maintain necessary distance, these are 
not required. At the same time, if you are more comfortable wearing one, we encourage 
you to do so. 

 Regarding hand sanitizing dispensers … we will have some of these around the building to 
encourage clean hands. 

Especially in the midst of this season, it has become increasingly important for us to make sure we 
have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. Make sure you 
are aware of the following: 

On FACEBOOK, we have our general page (Southland Christian Church) - it is the 
one we are using for our live stream on Sunday mornings. We also have our more 
“internal” group called “The Southland Scoop;” we use it to share announcements 
and other timely communications. If you're not connected to “The Scoop,” we 

encourage you to find the page and request to become a member. Of course, we also have 
specific groups and ministries within the Southland FAMILY that use Facebook as well. 

We also communicate a great deal through e-mail. You should be receiving messages with 
prayer items from prayer@gosouthland.org and general updates from deb@gosouthland.org 
(we are going to continue using this as our general source of information for now even though 
she has retired). If not, please contact the office so we can get that addressed.  
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About GIVING during this season (a reminder) … 

While ministry has changed a great deal, both here and through our partners (both local and 

global), it is still happening! It’s still part of what is needed by Southland and what we all need 

to be doing as a broader part of our worship. Even with us resuming our gatherings “in person,” 

we have some options that we are going to continue using: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website (this initiates a 

check to be sent to us directly from the bank). 

3. During this season, we have also signed-up for an online giving 

platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be accessed directly through their 

website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or through the app available 

at your app store. That will take you directly to a page designed for 

Southland where you can give. 

Please note: for each transaction through Tithe.ly, there is a $.30 fee + a certain 

percentage (1% for an ACH/bank option or a little higher for a credit card). The 

default setting right now is for the fee to be paid by you - you can uncheck a box if 

you would prefer not to do that. NOTE: if you are actually paying for something via 

Tithe.ly (as opposed to using it for giving), we do need you to cover that fee.  

On page 7, we have given a financial update that covers this whole season from March 

through May. So far, we have maintained fairly well financially. God certainly continues to 

provide through His people! 

Thank you for your faithful participation in giving during this season! Our leadership team is 

certainly grateful for the ways the Southland family has adapted and adjusted to help 

continue Kingdom work during this season here and beyond! 

A REMINDER: in this season, we are going to continue 

making our Sunday ENCOUNTER services available through 

Facebook LIVE at 10:30am.  

You can find our main Facebook page at https://facebook.com/gosouthland. 

Check out page 15 for more details on this. 

“THANK YOU” Notes 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
https://facebook.com/gosouthland
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An Update Regarding Southland Leadership 
Each Summer, we go through a process designed to help us identify 
potential new elders. As with anything, the LEADERSHIP of a church 
family certainly matters, and the role of elder is a key part of God’s design. 
Throughout this process, we will be using this space in “The Vine” to 
communicate information about how it works and to update you regarding 
our progress.  

Scripture doesn’t give us specific instructions as to how elders should be appointed. What we do know from the 
NT is that this is a significant responsibility in the life of a church family. Since we strive to allow God’s Word 
to guide what we do and how we do it here at SCC, we strive to view this leadership role accordingly. In fact, 
as we’ve indicated in the elder portion of our “Leadership Covenant” (see the “We Do!” section on page 8), we 
believe that the NT identifies the elders of a church as those who collectively share in the ultimate 
responsibility and accountability for a congregation’s spiritual health and well-being. They have a vital role to 
play in Jesus’ church! 

Here at Southland we use a process for selecting elders that reflects the importance of this role. The purpose 
behind it is NOT simply to choose those men whom we think should lead according to our wisdom. Rather, 
our process is an attempt to recognize those men the Holy Spirit (a) has gifted for such leadership and (b) is 
calling to serve in this capacity at this particular time. In Acts 20:28, we see that whatever human process may 
be in place for a local congregation selecting elders, ultimately the Holy Spirit appoints such leaders. 

As part of this process, we typically have elder recommendation sheets available for three Sundays in June. For 
this year, we are going to be accepting these electronically via an e-mail sent to info@gosouthland.org. 
We are still going to use this same basic timeframe - from June 7 through June 21. During this time, we 
provide Southland members with the OPPORTUNITY to identify and recommend potential new elders. Men 
who feel called to serve and desire to do so can even submit their own names. We do encourage you to reflect 
on the qualities for elders laid out in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 as you consider potentially 
recommending someone. 

Anyone recommended for this role who also desires to serve will then go through an interview process with 
the current eldership. Because of the importance of the role, we want potential elders to understand the 
expectations that go with this responsibility. We also want to help them clarify whether or not this is God's call 
for their lives at this point. From there, we will proceed through the process with new elders being ready to 
start serving in this capacity beginning in September as we launch our new ministry year. 

Current Elders: Ernie Emmerton, Terry Ochs and Pat Little (all are returning; we’re not sure yet of 
any elders potentially returning from sabbatical). 

 As Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team.  

A STAFF TRANSITION ... We have shared  previously in “The Vine” about Debbie Nelson’s 
retirement from her role as part of our staff team. As of the end of this first week in June, she 
has now officially ended her time. It’s been fairly low-key due to the realities of COVID-19 and, 
even more so, Deb’s own request to have it happen in this way. She has made it abundantly 
clear that she wants nothing special done and, much as we have objected, we are choosing to 
respect that request. We certainly want it to make sure her many years of faithful service are at 
least acknowledged in this way. Yes, it feels woefully inadequate! 

While we are covering the necessary roles for now, we are still looking to hire 
someone specifically to come in for the “Financial Secretary” role. It would be 
a part-time position - we’re projecting 6-8 hours (either 1 day or preferably two 
half-days a week). Please contact Matt for more details if you are interested. 
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What’s Happening at Southland: 
Here are a few items that we wanted to make sure we highlighted them in one place: 

Each May, our high school students hold a “YARD SALE” as a fundraiser 
for their annual summer trip to the MOVE conference. Even though the 
conference itself has been cancelled, Les is planning a 3-day retreat as 
a replacement. These funds will now be used to help make this event 
happen. All together, this year’s sale ended up raising nearly $5,000 

(after all of the money had come in and been totaled). Thanks for helping make this happen 
through your donations and support! 

Our 2020 “LIVE OUT: Service Day” (originally scheduled for May 3) is now being planned for 
sometime in the Fall. Be looking for more information. 

Southland FAMILY Picnic - we have typically hosted this event during the month of June. It’s 
been an opportunity to come enjoy a meal and some time with others in a relaxed 
environment. At this point, we have not set a date or  made specific plans for this year’s picnic. 
Part of it all will depend on not only gathering size allowed, but also on the safety of such an 
event involving food. While it is our desire to have this event sometime this Summer, we will 
have to wait and see how things unfold and then determine if and when to schedule this event. 

Monday, July 27 - Thursday, July 30 (6-8:3o each evening) … our 2020 
VBS - “Time Lab.” This year, it’s a focus on Jesus’ role throughout the 
Bible’s story – from the very beginning to the very end! Currently, we 
plan on being able to have VBS and have started preparing.  

There are a couple of specific action steps you can take: 

1) If you want to volunteer, please go ahead and contact the office to let us know. We’ll 
help you find a role. 

2) If you want to help with donations, this year we are going to encourage you to just give 
monetarily. Typically, we identify items we need donated and ask for those directly. 
However, in this season, we are not able to use that same process. So, a special offering 
(cash or check) towards VBS would be a great way to help 

As always, we are looking forward to this week. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for kids to 
learn, it’s also a great way for us to grow as we serve together! 

Our 2020 mission trip to Mexico (Casas por Cristo) is still on as of now - August 1-7; check out 
the update on page 18. 

Sunday, August 30 at 5pm - please save this date for our 2020 “FLOURISH” Gathering. Be 
looking for more information about this important annual evening in the life of the Southland 
family. We certainly hope to be able to have this event by this point in the year. 

All Events (listed by date): 

For now, the calendar is very sparse. Our hope is that as we go through May and guidelines become 

clearer, we’ll be able to start adding things more definitively back to the calendar. 

Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other places 

of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. Even with our schedule 

being greatly reduced due to COVID-19, we still want to make sure you have these dates down. 

PROMOTION SUNDAY … Sunday, June 7 (and effective from then on). See the details on 

page 9 for more on this. 
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All Events (listed by date - cont.): 

From June 7-21, we are accepting recommendations for potential new elders; see page 5 for more 

information about this process. We are asking that this be done via e-mail for this year. 

Thursday June 11 through sometime in July … WSA from 9:30-11:30; see page 13. 

Sunday, June 14 … our “soft” opening as we come back together; see pages 2-3 for more on this. 

Sunday, June 21 is Father’s Day. We celebrate our Heavenly Father and thank Him for 

His blessings - including earthly dads. Of course, we do also honor dads for their 

investment, especially those who passed on a legacy of faith. 

Sunday, June 21 … our fuller re-opening; again, see pages 2-3 for more on this. 

A few dates for down the road: 

 Various dates in July … sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 10 for specific dates). 

 July 7-9 … high school retreat (replacement for the “MOVE” conference). 

 Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30 ... our 2020 VBS. 

 Saturday, August 1 through Friday, August 7 … a mission trip to Anapra, Mexico. 

Saturday, August 29 (a make-up date) … the Pregnancy Care Center’s annual banquet; we are 

again hosting a couple of tables as part of our support of the PCC’s ministry. 

Sunday, August 30 … our annual FLOURISH event. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … For March through May 2020 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. We have included together the 
three months directly impacted by COVID-19. This perspective provides a better sense of this season as a 

whole. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

INCOME …  Regular tithe for March through May: $90,633 

00  

   Average weekly (based on 13 Sundays): $6,97177 … not far off from normal 

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September 2019 through August 2020) is $310,646 for a 

weekly average a little over $7,965 range - that average has understandably dropped from where it was 
before March ($8,460/week). Our projected budgetary need is about $430,000 to $440,000; that breaks 

down to about $8,200-$8,400 each week. As a reminder, we did enter this ministry year already in a 

healthy place financially. God has been faithful in this arena to allow us to be in a good spot still.  

 

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more 

efficiently:  we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to 

be sent to the prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good for you to contact the office or any 

staff member to make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs to be sent out. 

PRAYER 
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

We are entering the time of year when we go through our annual process of considering new elders to 

potentially add (the process begins in June - see p. 4 for details). In light of that, we use this “WE DO!” 

section to highlight the specific commitments SCC elders make as part of this covenant. There is a broader 

set affirmed by both elders and staff (we will list those out in next month’s edition). What follows are the 

specific commitments we believe are important for elders to make based on what Scripture teaches. 

ELDERS’ COMMITMENTS: 

 We covenant to embrace the unique and sacred responsibilities entrusted to us by God. The NT 

teaches that churches are to be led by elders — men of character, wisdom and life experience who 

have received this trust from Christ Himself (1 Peter 5:2; see also Acts 20:28). In light of that, 

these leaders are given the primary responsibility and accountability for a local church’s well-being. 

 We covenant to protect against false teachings by guarding the Truth as it is communicated in 

God’s Word. This is one of the consistent tasks of elders in the NT (see Acts 20:28-31; 2 Timothy 

1:13-14 and Titus 1:9). In fact, routinely when the imagery of shepherds is used for elders in the 

NT, the emphasis is on guarding the flock in this specific way - from the threat of false doctrine. 

 We covenant to seek God’s will for Southland as we are led by the Holy Spirit and God’s Word. 

Elders are to serve recognizing that this church (like all churches) is GOD’s flock and CHRIST’s body 

(see Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:15 and 1 Peter 5:2-3). Together, as a team of shepherds, elders seek 

to discern and discover His leading through the Holy Spirit and God’s Word. 

 We covenant to follow the example and leading of Jesus, the Chief Shepherd, as we care for and 

nurture the congregation as shepherds of His flock. Elders are to serve essentially as what we could 

call “under-shepherds” to Jesus, the “Chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 5:2-4 & Heb. 13:20). He is both 

our example and the One who directs us in our role as shepherds. 

 We covenant to make decisions based on the long-term health and well-being of God’s people at 

Southland. Part of the shepherding imagery involves guiding and directing the flock. Elders should 

strive to make decisions that will guide God’s flock away from dangers and to what’s best. 

 We covenant to lovingly exercise discipline of members when necessary for the glory of God, the 

good of the one caught in sin and the health of the church as a whole. Christian community 

involves lovingly leading people away from sin and to restoration. Because of that, when it’s 

necessary, SCC elders strive to carry-out this God-given role in as God-honoring a way as possible. 
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Our broader “re-gathering” plans obviously involve our kids - grade school and younger. See page 
3 for the specifics as to how that impacts our kids’ ministry programming. 

Some Info Applicable to Kids and Youth 

Southland’s 2020 VBS 
Monday, July 27 through 

Thursday, July 30 

We do our VBS in the evenings; as of now, we plan 
to keep last year’s extended time - 6-8:30pm. 

Sometime in the month of June, we will share a 
link to electronic registration (we do it exclusively 

online now). We have not yet opened that up. 

VBS is for kids ages 4 through those entering 5th grade next school year. There will 
not be a middle school session this year as Jr. High camp week is the same time.   

It is also open to kids ages 3 and under who come with those who are serving at our VBS. 

See the broader VBS note on page 5 as well. 

NOTE: We are feeling increasingly confident that our 2020 VBS can happen as 
scheduled (the dates are beyond the recovery plans for Springfield). Of course, we will be 
paying attention to any guidelines and recommendations not only for churches, but also for 
kids’ activities more generally. We will communicate any changes as soon as they develop. 

This is the time of year that we “promote” kids to their 
next grade level in our ministries. These changes will be 
effective as we come back together in the weeks ahead.  

During Sunday School (whenever that resumes), this impacts students specifically entering 
Kindergarten, 2nd grade, 4th grade, 6th grade and freshman (both high school and college). 
We will share more specifics as we are closer to the restart of our 9am programming. 

During “Kid ENCOUNTER” … incoming 1st graders move up to the Great Room. In addition to 
that, new 6th graders remain with their families in the ENCOUNTER service. 
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The 2020 Summer Camp Season at Marantha 
Even amidst the realities associated with COVID-19, Maranatha is moving forward 
with plans for the 2020 camp season. We noted in the last edition of “The Vine” 
that the sessions and dates Southland is attending have changed due to the 

adjustments made by the camp (see below). We had waited to encourage registration until we 
had a greater sense of clarity on what things were going to look like. At this point, as signs are 
pointing to camp happening, we want to go ahead and initiate this process.  

Here again are the sessions and dates we are attending this year; we’ve also included the 
discounted cost (post-scholarship) for those who are going to Maranatha with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year! 

NOTE:  For details about what you need to know before sending a student to camp amidst these 
unique circumstances (e.g. what to pack, etc.), you can check out the front page of the 
camp’s webpage http://maranathabiblecamp.org/. The camp has also included a link to 
a PDF with their revamped policies and procedures for this summer. 

REGISTERING for camp: Maranatha uses an electronic registration system. There is some 

uniqueness to the way we handle things at Southland that requires some more details about the 
registration process. You can use the address below for your child(ren) as well as yourself if you 
are planning to go as a sponsor (we do always appreciate such volunteers who are willing and 
able to serve in this way; please contact Les in advance if you are wanting to sponsor). 

 https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/?ReturnUrl=%2fHome%2fLanding  
(if viewing “The Vine” electronically, you can click directly on the link) 

If you already have an account, you should be able to log back in with those credentials. 
Otherwise, you will be prompted to create an account before continuing the registration process. 

3 special instructions to help us with our own internal processes: 

1. Because of the timing this year, we need you to complete the registration process by 
Wednesday, June 17 at the absolute latest (the sooner the better). 

2. In the registration process, make sure you choose “Southland Christian Church” (the 
same applies for any friends attending with our group). This really is the only way we 
can know who has signed-up to attend with us. 

3. Make sure you select the “pay by check” option. Because we provide a discounted rate 
for those attending with Southland, we need to pay for all of our registrations together 
by June 21. Choosing the check option simplifies that process. We will then communicate 
the balance you owe which will be due by Sunday, June 28 payable to SOUTHLAND.  

Towards the end of April, we can make a station available to help with this electronic 
registration process if it’s needed. Of course, feel free to ask if you need any assistance. 

Camp Session (ages/grades) Dates (days of the week) Discounted SCC Cost 

Beginner Camp (K-1st) July 11 (Sat.) $15 

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) July 16-18 (Thurs. - Sat.) $50 

5th and 6th Grade Camp July 12-15 (Sun. - Wed.) $70 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) July 26-31 (Sun - Fri.) $105 

http://maranathabiblecamp.org/
https://maranathabiblecamp.campbrainregistration.com/?ReturnUrl=%2fHome%2fLanding
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Les’ latest  

14 For He himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing 

wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in His flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to 

create in Himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both 

of them to God through the cross, by which He put to death their hostility.” – Ephesians 2:14-16 

The apostle Paul wrote about divisions caused by many realities, including race. In the first century AD, it was 

common to assign different values to different races and ethnicities. Foreigners, women and children were 

generally regarded as property owned by the male heads of households and local rulers. Some people were 

enslaved and treated with different rights until they their debts were paid in full. At that particular time, one of 

the primary divisions in the church took place between the Jews and the Gentiles.  

Some Jews had become Christ-followers, known as “Christians” (Acts 11:26). Paul insisted that these new 

believers honor Christ in the way they lived, so he didn’t waste any time addressing the discrimination against 

Gentiles, even when it involved Peter. Paul addressed it head on with statements such as: “There is no 

difference between Jew or Gentiles, the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on Him” (Romans 

10:12). Paul wanted everyone to know Christ, even identifying himself as the apostle to the Gentiles - it was 

his calling! He demonstrated a lifestyle emphasizing that God isn’t about separation, but inclusion and unity in 

Christ. He wanted people to know that Jesus made it possible for anyone to be included in the people and 

promise of God.  

The Lord has shown what it means to redeem sinful man over and over again. This is called reconciliation. In 

our relationships, we recognize reconciliation as the removal of prejudice and the necessity of forgiveness. It is 

the effort to restore a relationship promoting a healthy understanding and appreciation for one another. God 

is a reconciling God. The Gospel is, at its core, the message of reconciliation. God brings peace where there 

was once strife, kindness where there was once animosity. He’s done it with us through Christ and He gives us 

the ability to show reconciliation between ourselves and others. If we belong to Jesus, we are part of HIS 

movement to bring more reconciliation between people and God. Your job and my job, as we learn to follow 

Jesus is to promote love and reconciliation because the message of Jesus is that we all belong to Him. 

Specifically for HIGH SCHOOL … 
Unfortunately, due to ongoing COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions, there 
are no longer any “MOVE” Conference options for our high school students 
to attend. So, as an alternative, we are planning a Sr. High three-day 
RETREAT for July 7-9. Details are still being worked out as everything has 
shifted quickly. Be looking for more information that Les will be sharing as 

he firms up plans. We do know that it will be in the Branson area and include a couple of nights in a 
hotel as well as a combination of Bible study sessions and multiple entertainment options. 

The cost range should be between $120-150 after yard sale proceeds are applied. Previous deposits 
for MOVE will reduce that amount owed for those students whose money we still have (refunds can 
obviously be given to those who do not attend the retreat). 

This is for the same age group that was going to the “MOVE” Conference (this past school year’s 
freshmen through seniors). If you had not registered to go to that conference, but are 
interested in this event, you can still sign-up to attend this retreat. 
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southlandwomen 
From Kristie … 
One of things that impacts me most powerfully is music. Whether a love song that just hits right “there,” a 
Christian song that ministers to me, or a piano piece that lifts my soul seemingly all the way to the sky, music 
connects with my emotions. God has often used music to touch me and encourage me.  

I had an opportunity to take a little trip recently and I heard a song for the first time while I was driving. It is 
“Love Moved First” by Casting Crowns. It is written from the perspective of a “prodigal” or as the song lyrics 
put it, “a runaway.” I heard it and it touched my heart. After hearing it, I had time to think over the story of 
the prodigal son in a fresh way, and it really moved me. Has it been awhile since you thought about that parable 
Jesus told? We read it in Luke 15. 

I think this story hits differently now that I’m a parent. I have told my kids, “There is nothing you could ever 
do that would make me stop loving you.” But you know what? They haven’t tested me on that. They really 
haven’t pushed the envelope. It’s easy to say that, and I pray it will always be true of me and my love for them. 
But I think of this Biblical story, and we see a huge test of that. The younger son basically said it was fine with 
him if his dad was dead – that’s as much respect for him as he had. Then he took the money that his father 
had worked a lifetime for and spent it on frivolous things at best, sinful activities at worst. That would be 
incredibly hurtful and likely make one very angry. At the time, the father may not have known that information. 
He was home while the son was away, but he could probably guess. He knew his son’s personality and 
weaknesses better than anyone.  

Maybe all along he was assuming the worst. He probably had played possible scenarios in his head: maybe he 
had contracted a terrible disease. Maybe his involvement with a woman resulted in an angry boyfriend or 
husband who flew into a jealous rage. Maybe he just made the wrong person angry and lost his life in a brawl. 
We don’t know what the father might have envisioned happening to him, but we read his words in verse 32: 
“We had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.’” It seems that the father really didn’t have much hope of him coming home again. But then he did!  

One of the most powerful parts of the story for me is that the father saw the son from afar off and RAN to 
him. He didn’t wait to hear his story, or whether he was sorry for the hurt and fear he had caused. He didn’t 
berate him. He didn’t chastise him. He hugged him! He kissed him! He shrugged off the idea that he be treated 
as a servant and instead did everything in his power to demonstrate that he was still his child and a treasured 
part of the family. It brings me to tears.  

I’ll take a risk with you, my reader, and be very transparent. I have never felt worthy of being loved. On my 
BEST day, certainly not on my worst. Certainly not when I have done wrong and been a disappointment to 
someone I love. Even when I am doing my best in life, I have generally felt that I am tolerated - not wanted, not 
chased after, just tolerated. So thinking of this wayward son, who had taken advantage of his father, who 
wasted the assets bequeathed to him, who lived in sin and then found himself destitute, with no way to survive 
except to return home in remorse and repentance … and then to picture the father RUNNING to him, not to 
punch him or slap him or even scream in his face, but rather to hug and kiss him? Man, that hits me hard.  
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers. 

Box Top Girls 
BTG is still looking for a 
potential date to have a 
year-end meeting. It’s 

not a guarantee that it 
will happen, but is being 
looked at as a possibility. 
Ashley will share details 

if/as this develops.  

As I think of the story, I can’t help but put myself into it and see myself in that son’s role. I have turned away 
at times, sometimes in ways that felt small, and sometimes in ways that weren’t small at all … but no matter 
my human perspective, it’s all sin, and it all separates me from my Heavenly Father. But He moved first, and 
the song I heard last week reminded me of that fact. He always does move first. From Old Testament 
covenants to the manger to the cross to the empty tomb, He moves first. He runs to us and embraces us and 
washes off the dirt we are carrying from our wayward, rebellious days. He doesn’t give us a “trial period.” He 
doesn’t wait until we prove we are worth it. Instead, He celebrates and rejoices and wraps us in His very best.  

Here are the lyrics to the song. I encourage you to look it up and hear it with the music. I think it is beautiful! 
But no matter your perspective on the music, God’s love is beautiful, and it envelopes us just because He IS 
love! It’s not only what He does, it’s who He IS.  

“Love Moved First” by Casting Crowns 

This is the story of a runaway/with no way home and no way out 
I threw the best of me away/I had my chance, it's too late now 
Too far gone and too ashamed/to think that You'd still know my name 
But love refused to let my story end that way 

You didn't wait for me to find my way to You/I couldn't cross that distance even if I wanted to 
You came running after me/when anybody else would've turned and left me at my worst 
Love moved first/Oh-oh-ohh, oh-oh-ohh, oh-oh-ohh 

What kind of grace, relentless grace/would chase this rebel down 
Crawl into this prisoner's cage/take my hand and pull me out 
You knew I couldn't make the change/so You became the change in me 
And now I live to tell the story/of the God who rescues 

From the throne to the manger/from a manger to the grave 
Your cross is the proof/love made the first move 
From a grave meant to keep You/to a stone rolled away 
Your cross is the proof/love made the first move 
I remember where You found me/I'm amazed by where I stand 
Your cross is the proof/that love made the first move 

W.S.A. (Bible study for ladies on Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:30) is 
launching a new session on Thursday, June 4. The video study is called 
“It’s All Under Control,” available through RightNow Media. Contact 
Kristie for more details at 217-248-8519. 
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

“Worshipping in Pain” - by Adam Faulkner 

“Sorrow is better than laughter because a sad face is good for the heart. The heart of the wise is in the 

house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of pleasure.” – Ecclesiastes 7:3-4 

My dear and wonderful church family … Each month, I have the opportunity to discuss with you matters of 

worship. Often times, I take you on random adventures in order to discuss a new aspect of worship and 

hopefully challenge you as you walk in your faith. Amongst all the pain in our world right now, I thought it 

would appropriate to share the following devotional from Rend Collective. It is based on the words we find in 

Psalm 22. 

Sometimes I like to imagine King David pitching his song ideas to a Christian record label in Nashville or 

L.A. He presses play and the speakers come alive with his demos ...  

Executives in sharply tailored suits nod along and tap their feet to “The heavens declare the glory of 

God.” They can already hear “His love endures forever!” being sung at conferences and in churches 

across the globe. They almost lose their professional cool altogether and just start high-fiving across the 

desk when they hear “The Lord is my Shepherd.” – definite first single.  

However, from this point, things begin to fall apart. “Uh … what was that lyric, Dave?” 

“That one? 'My God, My God why have You forsaken me.'”  

“Huh… have you got anything else for us?”  

They get about 10 seconds into “Will you forget me forever?” before it becomes clear that its not a hit 

with the label.  

“Any other ideas?”  

“Well I have this one I’ve been working on - “Break the teeth in their mouths O God” … or “Make them 

vanish like a stillborn child.”  

“Yeah … eh … cool … we’ll be in touch. But don’t call us, we’ll call you.”  

The funny thing is that these songs of lament, that would probably fail to impress the Christian music 

industry, have been sung, prayed and clung to like a life raft by believers for thousands of years. Isn’t it 

strange that a lot of the lyrics from the hymnbook at the centre of our Bibles - the Psalms - would be so 

out of place in Sunday morning worship or on Christian radio?  

Don’t get me wrong, I think we have a God who is absolutely worth celebrating - it makes sense that we 

sing a lot of incredibly positive songs. Rend Collective, a little embarrassingly, has 5 songs so far with joy 

in the title. The gospel is good news after all. The problem isn’t positivity: the problem is when we 

sacrifice honesty for the sake of positivity. Maybe you’ve been in that terrible position, where you’ve 

received THAT phone call, and a curtain of grief drops like a scene change at the theatre and you know 

that life is never going to be the same again.  

If you’ve been there you probably know what it’s like to stand in church and just not be able to sing. Not 

because you don’t believe, but because the words just seem hollow. This is why we need songs of  
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lament: they give us a song to sing in the shadows. In the rawness of our pain we need the rawness of 

the Psalms. There is nothing wrong with wrestling with God. To wrestle is a form of intimacy - it’s the 

opposite of running away. To wrestle is to choose to engage even when it’s hard. And rest assured that 

your God is strong enough to handle anything you can throw at him - He’s heard it all before. He’s even 

PRAYED it all before. Jesus quoted a Psalm of heart-wrenching lament from the cross - “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken Me?” That is all the permission you will ever need to be direct and 

vulnerable with God.  

So maybe you’re going through something unspeakably horrible and it has been keeping your soul 

silent: my challenge to you today is to just open your mouth and tell Him how much you’re hurting. You 

don’t have to wait until you can say something nice or something “holy.” Just begin the conversation. 

Just sing something out. Join the long-standing, ancient tradition of the psalmists and raise your lament 

- it may well be the beginning of your healing.”  

          -Rend Collective 

Working as a professional within the field of mental health, I have discovered how much our culture – and the 

American church in particular – struggles with looking at pain. I too struggle with running away or shutting 

down when confronted with negative emotions. I want things to be happy and hopeful, but sometimes our 

worshipful response is to lament. It’s to mourn … especially when we see those who have been oppressed, 

abused and broken - all the more when they are our brothers and sisters. And so, let us join the psalmists and 

lament; let us not be afraid to mourn, knowing our God hears our pain.  

“Never does a man know the force that is in him till some mighty affection or grief has 

humanized the soul.” - Frederick W. Robertson 

Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy, 

Adam Faulkner 

As mentioned earlier in this edition of “The Vine,” we are resuming our gatherings during the 

month of June (see pages 2-3 – we have also shared there some of the impacts this will have on 

what will happen during our ENCOUNTER time for now). We are certainly excited about this! 

Even as we resume “in person,” we are going to continue offering the LIVE 

STREAM option as well. As we have been for the past several weeks, these 

can continue to be accessed through Facebook LIVE. Remember, even if you 

don’t have an actual Facebook account, you can access this through the following link: 

https://facebook.com/gosouthland. Because this will be a hybrid - both “in person” and LIVE 

STREAM - the virtual experience will definitely be different (e.g. in the auditorium instead of 

the Great Room, etc.).  Nonetheless, we intend on this option being done well. 

Some specifics about how this will work while we are doing this hybrid: 

 Especially early on, we ask for your patience as we make this transition and work out 

the kinks. There are several layers of what has to come together with technology when 

we are doing both options at the same time in a new setting. 

 As has been the custom during this season, have your supplies ready for the Lord’s 

Supper. In the same way we have been doing it, you can participate “with us” at the 

appropriate time in the service. 

 For those attending virtually, you can still use the same giving options (see p. 4). 

 We are still making it possible to take sermon notes even if you are participating 

virtually. You can use your own supplies. Or, we will also keeping making note sheets 

available as a PDF that you can print and use at home (see also the YouVersion option). 

https://facebook.com/gosouthland
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

The new realities of COVID-19 have directly impacted our Connect Groups. Over the past several weeks, 

we know that different groups have been trying different means to stay connected in this season. Some 

have gathered in person outside of Sunday morning. Another group came in and met at the building then 

shared in our worship time together. Still another group has been meeting regularly via Zoom. As with our 

ENCOUNTER live stream, we are grateful for the technological tools to make this happen.  

One of the ways this season has been so challenging is this separation from others relationally. At the 

same time, hopefully it has also re-kindled within us a valuing of the sense of FAMILY God has designed us 

to experience with one another in Christ. As we begin to move to a sense of “normal,” we can hopefully 

embrace on a whole new level the privilege of being TOGETHER again - even in person!  

For now (June, at least), we are not going to be having our 9am programming officially - no Sunday School 

for kids and youth. At the same time, as Connect Groups want to meet, we will create spaces where that 

can happen. Be looking for specific communication from the leaders of your Connect Group. 

At this point, we are past when this semester was scheduled to finish (the end of April) and we are 

moving on towards our planning for CULTIVATE resuming in September. Of course, you still have 

access to the Core 52 book as a personal study resource. One last time, we also want to mention the 

helpful resources available at core52.org. When you register there, you can have access to materials 

that can help you along the journey through this book.  

We will communicate the specifics of our CULTIVATE plans for Fall 2020 
as we work through those over the next few months. 

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place 

for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with 

and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.  

One of our priorities as a church family is to GROW DEEP roots in our lives of faith (see Colossians 2:6-7). This is a goal that we want 

to see happening throughout our ministries. Since Fall 2015, a specific and focused avenue for accomplishing this has been our 

Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each session is somewhat unique in its 

format (e.g. D-Groups, classes, etc.), they all are designed to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word. 

https://core52.org/
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Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

As we prepare for our RE-GATHERING, we will need to fill our regular service roles (more 

limited in this upcoming season due to not having 9am as well as a more streamlined 

approach). We are not going to put together an official serving schedule for June. Instead, we 

will make direct contacts to cover what we need for those Sundays in June when we are 

meeting. Even into July, we’ll be working more through direct conversations as we work to put 

together our serving schedule. It would be helpful if you can let us know ways you are willing to 

be involved, especially if you have typically been a part of our rotations. 

Here are a few ways we are still needing some help now and in the near future: 

 Our mowing season has ramped up in the past several weeks. We could certainly use 

some volunteers. Contact the office if you are willing and able to serve in this way and 

we’ll go from there. 

 We are continuing our work on replacing lights (converting them to LED) and there are 

some other projects we are going to try to tackle this summer - both with the building 

itself and with the grounds. Please make sure you let us know and we’ll communicate 

specific plans to you.. 

 We will also be needing lots of volunteers (as usual!) for our 2020 VBS … the dates are 

July 27-30. Our planning process has certainly looked different this year due to all that is 

happening, but we know we’re going to need lots of help! If you are planning on helping 

this year, please go ahead and let the office know as soon as you can. This will help as we 

continue to build our team of volunteers in this unique year. 

Beyond such opportunities, we encourage you to have your eyes open to ways - both within the 

Southland FAMILY and beyond - where you can be BUILDING UP others!  

A “THANK YOU!” to all who contributed to this year’s yard 

sale - those who worked and those who donated items. We 

are grateful for your support of our young people. 

A “THANK YOU!” to the crew who came and worked on lights back in late May:  Dave 

Anderlik, Mike Cosgrove, AJ Gegg, Dan Gray (he led the effort), Ben Jennings, Eric Lenox, Pat 

Little, Matt Martin, Nate Martin, Rick Randleman and Brad Worthy. As this process has 

continued, it has been a great blessing. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own 

special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy 

and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

The Pregnancy Care Center’s 2020 fundraiser banquet – originally 

scheduled for mid-April – has been postponed until August. We are hosting 

a table and will participate in the evening; it’s a great way to support the PCC and encourage Southland’s partnership 

with them. If you want to attend, let the office know soon; otherwise, we will be calling with more direct invitations. 

One other PCC-related note: we have typically run a fundraiser campaign from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day called 

the “Baby Bottle Boomerang.” Unfortunately, that isn’t going to happen formally this year. We certainly appreciate 

the PCC’s ongoing work. So, while the baby bottles are not being used, if you want to support the Pregnancy Care 

Center, you can certainly still give to them either directly or by designating a love offering through Southland.  

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) 

when available. This is really the only way one of our 

partners can share with supporters as their location makes 

any online presence too risky from a security standpoint. 

Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-19 
realities impact their locations significantly as well! 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

 

Plans are still underway for a 2020 mission trip to Anapra, Mexico - August 

1-7. Rick is monitoring updates from “Casas por Cristo,” and their trips seem 
to be moving forward here in June. If you have questions or would 

potentially like to participate (there’s still room), contact Rick - by phone at 

816-351-2995 or via e-mail at rick@gosouthland.org. As the team makes 

preparations over the next two months, there may be some ways that the 

Southland family can help support them; we’ll share more along the way. 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

