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2022 Southland VBS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28 
(6-8:30pm each evening) 

See page 9 for kid-related details about the week 
(including where to register); we’ve also shared some 

more general information about the week on pages 2-3. 

Sunday, August 28 at 5pm 
is our annual FLOURISH gathering. 

For now, please put this on your calendar and be planning to attend this 
important event in the life of our church family (see page 3 for more).
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Southland “FAMILY” News 

A look back to the month of June: 

Within the Southland family, June was highlighted by the following: (1) the celebration of Les 
Londeen’s 30-year anniversary of ministry service, (2) camp sessions for our grade school/middle 
school youth, (3) a women’s brunch (a resounding success) and (4) our annual Southland family 
picnic (once again, a fantastic evening with delicious food, great fellowship and gorgeous 
weather). All of that is beyond the more ongoing “regular” ways we share life together as a 
church family. As always, it was a month filled with reminders of the many ways we find great 
blessing by being united together as church FAMILY. 

UPCOMING EVENTS for the Southland family: 

Throughout this edition of “The Vine,” we’ve continued to share about several key upcoming 
events in the life of the Southland family - some of them are not until later this Summer, but it’s 
good to have them in front of you even now. While there is much more information on the pages 
that follow, we want to make sure we highlight them here in one spot so that they’re not missed: 

Sunday, July 10 through Saturday, July 16 - the MOVE Conference 
This event is such a significant week for our high school students. Plans 
are already made for the week. We’re asking the Southland family to be 
praying for what our young people are going to experience during this 
year’s conference.  

Sunday, July 17 - a “Discover Southland” event  
This event is for those who are newer to the Southland family. 
Historically, we tried to do these once or twice a year; this is our first one 
since back in 2019. It’s an opportunity for those who are newer to 
Southland to join the leadership team and learn more about who we 
are as a church. If you have not attended one and have started coming in the past few years, we 
would love to have you join us. We do provide a meal and childcare is available if/as its needed. 
Please RSVP for this event via e-mail to matt@gosouthland.org or debbie@gosouthland.org. 

Monday, July 25 - Thursday, July 28 - “Mystery Island,” our 2022 VBS 
Each Summer, this is such a key event in our church family. This year, it’s a focus 
on God and His attributes, learning more about our amazing Creator and 
Father in Heaven who loves us. At this point, we want to highlight the 
importance of registering your kids (and their friends - see page 9 for details) + 
spreading the word about the week + being in prayer for the week. 

Congratulations to Josie Cochran (daughter of Amber 

Johnson and sister of Zach Johnson) who was immersed into 

Christ by Les on 6/26! In part, this was a result of her attendance 

at church camp. 

We rejoice with Josie in her decision to follow Jesus! 
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Important UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.): 
Check out this website specifically designed for us: https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/

mystery-island/ (scroll down on that page to find the “volunteer” link if you would like to 
help and haven’t let us know that yet). 

VOLUNTEERS … please note the following meetings that Jessica has set: 

 Sunday, July 10 at 8:30am - a meeting with volunteers helping with the grade school portion 

 Sunday, July 17 at 8:30am - a meeting with volunteers helping with the pre-K/K portion 

 Sunday, July 17 (after service) - a meeting with team leaders and registration volunteers 

As always, we are looking forward to this week. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for kids to 
learn, it’s also a great way for us to grow as we serve together! 

Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 - Mexico Mission Trip 
Rick is leading this trip to Anapra, Mexico with “Casas por Cristo.” We are 
grateful for the good group that is going from Southland to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus as they build a house there for the Garcia family. On page 
18, we have shared about the family we are serving this year plus some 
ways all of us in the Southland FAMILY can play a part … even without 
actually going. We encourage you to check that out and join us as you can! 

Sunday, August 28 at 5pm - FLOURISH 2022 
Each year, this is an important evening together for our church family. This event provides a time 
when we can reflect on what has happened in the past ministry year and prepare for where God 
is leading us as we move ahead. For now, we ask that you mark down the date and plan to join 
us; as always, a delicious dinner will be served.  We’ll share more about this event as we head 
toward August. 

As we head throughout the summer and eventually into a new ministry year, please make sure 
you’re staying tuned-in to “The Vine” as well as “The Southland Scoop” Facebook page for all the 

details about what is happening in the life of the Southland family! 

Re: Southland Leadership 
Each Summer, we go through a process designed to help us identify potential new 
elders. As with anything, the leadership of a church family certainly matters; 
and, as we see in the NT, the role of elder is a key part of God’s design 
when it comes to that leadership. Throughout this process, we use this space in 
“The Vine” to communicate information about how it works and to provide updates regarding the process. 
(You can check out the June edition of “The Vine” for more details about how this process works as a whole.)  

For this year’s cycle, a name was recommended, but he has declined pursuing this opportunity; as a result, 
there will be no additions to our team of elders for this upcoming ministry year. 

Current Elders: Ernie Emmerton, Ben Jennings, Pat Little, Terry Ochs and Bob Wood. Terry is 
scheduled for a one-year sabbatical that begins in September. 

 As Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team.  

In the last edition of “The Vine,” we shared the elder portion of our “Leadership Covenant.” In this edition, we 
have highlighted the commitments made by both our elders and staff (see the “We Do!” section on page 7). 

https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/
https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/
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About Our Upcoming Auditorium Renovation ... 
For the past few months, we’ve been communicating about this 
Summer 2022 project. We have been using this space to share 
information with the Southland family about the process. Now 
that we’re moving into July, the plan has not only come together, 
it’s already unfolding. In fact, the painting of the walls is already 
complete - due to the hard work of a volunteer crew, it took only 
4 days at the end of June. (See pictures on “The Southland Scoop” 

Facebook page; also, check out page 16 for a list of those who helped with this). Moving forward, 
bids are locked-in for various aspects of the project. Dates are being put on the calendar for the 
installation of the sound panels (tentatively set for early August at this point) and the carpet (in 
mid-August - the floor/walls one week and then the stage the next week). We’re working to get 
the chairs ordered so that they arrive at the right time; see below for more on a way we’re 
inviting you to help us with that portion. At that point in August, we’ll have reached the end of 
this phase of the renovation effort (there is more, but this is the current priority)! 

It’s exciting to see the plan all coming together and we are certainly looking forward to the end 
result. Feel free to check out previous editions of “The Vine” electronically for more background 
on this work, including the main funding for the project.  
 

An OPPORTUNITY for you to contribute:  

While the basic funding for this project has already 
been in place, we’re asking the Southland family 
specifically to help with the purchasing of the chairs 
(they’re around $50/chair). Within the broader 
renovation work, this seems an appropriate way for 
us all to contribute as we can.  

Essentially, we’re asking that, as you are able, you 
give the amount to cover the purchase of a chair for 
yourself [*of course, without the guarantee that 
you’ll get that chair each week:)]. If you are able, it would be great if you could do this for all of 
those in your family who attend. Even more, if you are able, it would also be great if you could 
help with the chairs of others too. We don’t want you to feel pressured in any way; and so, if you 
are not able, we understand. At the same time, we feel this is a great way for us to come together 
to help with the cost of this overall project. In the long run, the less we spend from our available 
funds on this project, the more we’ll have accessible for other things in the future.  

Here’s one thing we ask with such an effort: please do not divert any regular giving to Southland 
in order to participate in this. We are asking that this to be an “above-and-beyond” type of 
giving if and as you are able.  

To give to this effort,  you have two basic options:  

1. By using TITHE.LY (see the next page for more on this way to give electronically) … 
choose the “Buy a chair” option in the dropdown menu. 

2. At the display in the foyer … put cash or a check (it might be good to write “chairs” in the 
memo line to be sure) in one of the envelopes and drop it in the box there. 

Please consider giving to this effort during July (we’re hoping to have donations in by then, but 
it’s not a big deal if this stretches into August). Thank you, in advance, for participating! 
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We have increased our usage of “Church Center: PEOPLE” within the Southland 
FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that those who have 
signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password (access it here: https://
people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also available through an app called 

“Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for us to maintain connections with others in the Southland 
family. It also allows you to manage all of your contact information. 

Here’s another useful piece of the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center: it offers a 
valuable communication tool through its e-mail platform. We are able to send 
messages to the full lists we’ve created (again, you can manage your account and 
control if you don’t want things sent to a specific address). We are now using this exclusively so 
that all of our family-wide e-mail communications are coming from here. 

In addition to e-mail, we communicate updates regularly through an internal Facebook group/ 
page we call “The Southland Scoop.” We encourage you to find the page and stay up-to-date. 

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For June 2022 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME:  May tithe = $29,804 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,451 

00  

Fiscal year-to-date (September 2021 onward - through the end of June 2022), our tithe is $326,165 for an 

average of a little under $7,600 … at this point, this projects to a little under $400,000 annually. 

Our projected need for this year is up in the $470,000 range. That is up from last fiscal year’s budget as 

well as last year’s actual tithe. That budget factors in all of our current staffing, increases in utilities, 

overall increases in costs due to inflation, etc. We did enter this ministry year in a healthy place 
financially. We continue to pay attention to our financial situation and make any necessary expense-

related adjustments along the way. There are some areas that have more flexibility in this regard.  

Of course, as always, we encourage you to be faithful in your giving. Without question, this is a key part 

(and privilege!) of belonging to a church family. Thank you to those who continue to make this a priority. 

We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be 

accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app. Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. In addition to regular giving, this can be used for other purposes like payment of 

fees (e.g. payments, participating in the “Buy a Chair” effort, etc.). We do ask that you cover any 

charges, especially when using this platform to make some type of payment. There is certainly no 

requirement to use this tool, but we are grateful to have it available for those who choose to use it. 

From time-to-time, we want to make sure we bring attention to RightNow Media, an 

exciting ministry tool that we have available here at Southland. 

RightNow Media gives us digital access to a vast digital library 

of Biblical content through online video streaming. 

Through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland can have his or her own log-in with FREE 

access to all the content. To get set-up, please send a request via e-mail to info@gosouthland.org). 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

These are the “extra” events and activities that are happening 

in addition to all of our normal ministry programming. 

Monday, July 4 … “Happy Independence Day!” 

Sunday, July 10 at 8:30am … a meeting for VBS volunteers helping with the grade school 

portion; donuts and coffee will be served. 

Sunday, July 10 through Saturday, July 16 … the high school MOVE Conference at the 

University of Nebraska in Lincoln, NE; see page 11. 

Saturday, July 16 from 2-4pm … a kids’ ministry pool party at the Jennings’ house; see page 

8 for details. 

Sunday, July 17 at 8:30am … a meeting for VBS volunteers helping with the pre-K/K portion; 

donuts and coffee will be served. 

Sunday, July 17 after service … a 15-minute meeting for those who are serving as team 

leaders and in the registration area. 

Sunday, July 17 … “Discover Southland” at 5pm for those who are newer to the Southland 

family (really, even stretching back into 2019 now); see page 2 for more details. Please let 

the office know if you are planning to attend. 

Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28 (6-8:30pm each evening) … “Mystery Island,” 

our 2022 VBS (see pp. 2-3 for general info and p. 9 for details focused on kids/parents). 

Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6 … a mission trip to Anapra, Mexico; see page 

18 for more on how you can participate even without going on the trip. 

A few dates for down the road: 

 Sunday, August 21 at 4pm … Group Huddle kick-off for the new ministry/school year. 

 Sunday, August 28 at 5pm … FLOURISH 2022. 

 Wednesday, August 31 … the re-launch of CULTIVATE. 

 Thursday, September 1 … the re-launch of WSA/Ladies’ Bible Study.  

What’s Happening at Southland: 

Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School for all kids and youth). See page 15 for details 

about what’s happening in this area of our ministry - not meeting on Sunday, July 3. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. See pages 14-15. 

Group Huddle on Sunday nights, Wednesday evening CULTIVATE and Thursday morning 

Ladies’ Bible Study (WSA) are all on a break and will resume toward Fall 2022. 
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

We are in time of year when we go through our annual process of considering potential elders to add to 

our team (the process begins in June - see p. ___ for details). In light of that, we use this “WE DO!” section 

to highlight the specific commitments SCC elders make as part of this covenant. All Southland members 

embrace the responsibilities of belonging. Appropriately, those in leadership roles at SCC also embrace a 

higher level of responsibility. In the previous edition of “The Vine,” we shared the commitments specific to 

the role of elders here at SCC. In this edition, we share a broader set affirmed by both elders and staff - 

the commitments we believe are important for those in such leadership positions to make and carry out. 

General Leadership COMMITMENTS — made by both elders and staff members: 

 We covenant to cultivate a growing personal relationship with Christ as His followers so we continue 

to become more and more like Him. 

 We covenant to demonstrate the kind of character fitting for one who is leading in His church - 

living the kind of life that is worthy of being followed. 

 We covenant to follow Jesus’ own leadership example - serving with humility and investing ourselves 

in those we lead. 

 We covenant to always remember we are leading His church and carrying out His agenda. 

 We covenant to affirm the doctrine of Southland Christian Church as it is laid out [in the covenant]. 

 We covenant to take seriously the responsibility we have to equip people for maturity and ministry. 

 We covenant to provide pastoral care, including praying for the congregation and making ourselves 

available especially in times of spiritual need (NOTE: this is a shared responsibility). 

 We covenant to participate with fellow leaders as a unified team, being diligent in carrying out the 

work He has given us with a spirit of unity and mutual accountability. 

 We covenant to be faithful stewards of the resources and opportunities God provides. 

 We covenant to have our families (i.e. those living in our homes) involved in the life of Southland. 

 We covenant to set an example in how we live out the membership responsibilities contained in this 

covenant. 
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what is happening for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time every week. 

 (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time (typically after prayer time). “Kid ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal 
throughout July - even for the whole service on Sunday, July 31 (for VBS day #5). 

Our series called “How to be a Superhero!” continues into July. 
Sometimes superheroes do great things. Other times it’s the little 
things that make them super. Big and small things add up to a life that 
honors God and allows us to do some super things for others. Kids will 
learn that small acts done for Jesus can lead to a super life and they'll 
learn how to make life super for others. 

 

An Upcoming Kids’ Event: A Pool Party 

Saturday, July 16 from 2-4pm 

Hosted at the Jennings’ house 
(4599 S. Farm Road 115 in Brookline) 

This is an event for families with kids from birth through 5th grade - a fun time to swim and 
visit. We are providing snacks and drinks (i.e.  juice boxes and water). We’re looking forward to 
this time together! 

Please be sure to let Jessica know how many from your family will be attending. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer to 
provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so please 
check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Sunday School classes meet for all ages of kids at 9:15am each 
week (meeting throughout July, except for Sunday, 7/3) - in 
addition to nursery for our youngest ones, we have a pre-K class, a class 
for students in K - 2nd grade and a class for students in 3rd

 - 5th grades. 
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Our 2022 VBS (see pages 2-3 for more VBS news): 

“MYSTERY ISLAND … Tracking 
Down the One True God”  

Monday, July 25 through Thursday, July 28 
(from 6-8:30 each evening)  

VBS is for kids age 4 through 5 

th grade.* 

Our VBS home page: https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/ 

To register: https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/register/ 
Please make sure to get your student(s) and their friends registered as soon as possible! 

*  We have a special session for middle school students as well (use the same registration 
link above). Also, we can make accommodations for younger kids of VBS volunteers. 

We have a display in the foyer where you can register for VBS. There are also postcard 
invitations available there; these can be used to invite friends and family. It’s a great and 
easy way to ask other kids to join you for the week! 

The 2022 Summer Camp Season at Maranatha 
As we move into July, the 2022 summer camp season at Maranatha is already 
in the rearview mirror for us at Southland. It was another great one! We had a 
total of 29 campers attend (the same number as in 2021) with 14 different 
sponsors helping out, including Jessica and Les; see page 16 - in the “BUILD 
UP” section - for a full list of these sponsors … we are certainly grateful for 
their willing service in this way! This year’s focus for camp was the life of Peter. 
As always, we are grateful for our partnership with the camp as an extension of 
our ministry here at Southland - for the fun, the memories and especially for what happens in the 
hearts of our young people there as they discover more about Jesus and faith in Him. This year, 
that includes the highlight of Josie Cochran deciding during her time at camp to be baptized.  

Here are some pictures of the group (you can find more on “The Southland Scoop” Facebook page): 
 

https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/
https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/register/
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Les’ latest  
When you read through the short chapters of 

Philippians, you’ll notice that a common theme for the 

whole letter is JOY - joy in suffering, joy in serving, joy in 

believing, joy in giving and more. Years before writing 

this letter, Paul visited this city and met a woman named 

Lydia. She opened up her home and, along with others, 

welcomed Paul to the city. The Philippian church even helped fund Paul’s missionary journeys. In 

Philippians 1:5, Paul writes, “I thank God for the help you gave me.” 

The thing is, Paul didn’t experience full joy when he visited the city of  Philippi. In fact, it was one of 

his toughest churches to get started. When Paul went to this city to start a church, he was beaten, 

whipped, humiliated, falsely arrested and thrown into prison. Acts 16:22ff describes a horrible incident 

of being beaten and flogged. He even endured a major earthquake while in prison! Then he was 

asked by the city leaders to leave town. Yet, Paul told the believers he had left behind, “Every time I 

think of you, I give thanks to my God” (Philippians 1:3). 

What is Paul doing here? He is choosing selective memory. On the whole, Philippi was not a happy 

place for Paul; he endured a lot of persecution and suffering during his time there. But, he chooses 

not to dwell on painful memories. Instead, he expresses his gratitude for the good things that had 

been done for him and through him by the believers there. The longer you know someone, the more 

likely you are to take that person for granted, look for faults, and remember the bad things instead of 

the good things. Maybe you’ve never let them off the hook, and so you cannot enjoy those 

relationships because you’re still holding on to the past. 

Clara Barton is known in history for founding the American Red Cross. A friend reminded her of a 

particularly cruel thing somebody had done to her years before. The friend asked Clara, “Don’t you 

remember?” Her famous reply was, “No, I distinctly remember forgetting it.”  Your memories are a 

choice. If you hold on to the negative ones, in the end, you’re not going to be happy. Paul had a lot of 

reasons to focus on painful memories of Philippi. But instead, he chose to be grateful for the people in 

his life and Gods’ work in and through them; instead, he chose JOY!  

GROUP HUDDLE NEWs 

Group Huddle (for middle school and high school students) does not meet over the Summer. Now 

that we’re heading into July, though, it’s a good time to start looking ahead to the upcoming year … 

yes, even though that also means thinking about the start of the new school year too.   

Group Huddle Kick-off:   Sunday, August 21 from 4-7:30pm 

We’ll share plans for this event in the next edition of “The Vine;” for now, 

we wanted you to have it on your calendar. Note: since this is the day 
before the first day of school for many, we are planning this to be done a 
little earlier in the evening than normal. 

From there, normal Group Huddle resumes Sunday, September 11 (6-8pm) - it does not 

meet Sunday, 8/28 (for our church-wide FLOURISH event) and Sunday, 9/4 (Labor Day weekend). 
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for MIDDLE School and high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (now starting at 9:15am): We have separate Sunday School classes for our 

middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the high school 

class meets in Room #6. Sunday School classes are meeting as normal in throughout July except for 
Sunday, July 3. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE is finished for this school/ministry year. We’ll resume on 

August 31; be looking for more information about what will be happening. 

Specifically for MIDDLE School … 
Besides a week of camp, our middle school summer planning revolves around VBS (those going into 

6th-8th grades next school year) - 6-8:30pm, July 25-28. We offer these students nightly no-cost 
adventures to enjoy while making new friends.  

Here’s the lineup of fun-filled events: 

Monday, July 25 Outdoor Games at Southland 

   Pass, set, spike! Come enjoy a warm evening of volleyball and 9-square. 

Choose your team to conquer the giant 10-foot earth ball as well as other 

hilarious field games. 

Tuesday, July 26 A trip to the Quarters Arcade in Ozark 

   Game on! Get your kicks like it’s 1986 - a fun evening of old-school video 

games. Who will leave with the high score in Donkey Kong and Space 

Invaders?  

Wednesday, July 27 Roller Skating 

   Let the good times roll! Lace up your skates and show us how you limbo. 

Thursday, July 28 Nerf Gun Bonanza (an additional waiver is required for this) 

     Prepare for battle! Show us your skills in dodging little foam darts. 

To help us plan, we ask that you use the same VBS registration link (provided below): 
https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/register/ 

If you’re inviting a guest, be sure their parent/guardian fills out a Southland participation consent 
form; this is the same form we collect for Southland people throughout the year. 

2022 High school “MOVE” Conference 
July 10-16 at the University of Nebraska (in Lincoln) 

Leaving after ENCOUNTER service on Sunday, July 10 (load 

your luggage into the trailers that morning) and returning 

mid-afternoon on Saturday, July 16. 

For MOVE-related details and information, be sure to reference the conference guide you 

received in the mail from Les. This information includes a packing list, rules, schedules and 

other general details about the university campus. 

https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/register/
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Southland Women 
I’m writing this to you while sitting outside in the sunshine. It’s a beautiful summer 
day when the world is lovely and the temperature is perfect. The birds are singing, 
traffic is moving smoothly on Republic Road, and all feels right with the world. I’m 
so thankful for moments like these. Moments when the sun warms my skin, 
followed by a cool breeze that gives the perfect balance, and I bask in the beauty 
that our God created. Moments when smiles come easily and nothing feels stressful. I hope you have many 
moments like these, for they are some of the great ones that help to carry us through the hard ones.  

I know for whoever is reading this, you’ve lived enough of life to know that those sorts of idyllic moments are 
not the only ones in life, and they may not even be the majority of our days. Life on this earth is such a blend 
of good and bad, of easy and hard, of beautiful and ugly. And life in Jesus is still life in this world, which 
means there are hard things and messy things and things we struggle through, even when we put our faith 
firmly in Him. Jesus Himself said “In this world you will have trouble ...” - that’s just life being lived in a fallen 
world. Even when we follow Jesus, we are not immune to hard times and hard things. Our bodies have issues, 
and so do the bodies of our loved ones. Relationships can still be challenging. Death can rob us of precious time 
we thought we would have. We can have financial stresses and cars that fall apart and projects that don’t go 
as we planned.  

Cindy Dagnan, our guest speaker at last Saturday’s women’s brunch used the analogy of chocolate to life: milk 
chocolate represents the good things in life – the sweet, fun moments that we all want and we all enjoy, the 
victories, the celebrations, the bright happy moments. Then she likened dark chocolate to the things in life that 
are hard to swallow: death, disease, illness, stress, hurt and struggle. These are the things no one wants and 
few ever plan for. The down, depressing times. The times of pain and sadness. She remined us that we don’t 
get to choose one without the other. God, in His sovereignty, allows both for us. He blesses us with a mixture: 
seasons of smooth, sweet times followed by hard, dark times. Or maybe you feel each day often contains a 
blend of both. I resonate with that too.  

Back several weeks ago when we were in the midst of spring and the unpredictable weather of that season, I 
sat at a ballgame on a day very unlike today. Where today is sunny and warm and beautiful, that day was cold, 
rainy and windy. It was pretty miserable weather in which to watch an outdoor ballgame. Most of us spectators 
huddled into jackets or hoodies, and those of us without umbrellas were a little envious of those tucked under 
one. But honestly, with the wind blowing as it was, I’m not sure an umbrella would have done much good. The 
wind was blowing the rain all around. I was feeling a little sorry for myself in that moment and wishing the 
game would end and I could go home. Or at the very least, I was wishing that the wind would die down.  

While I was mentally complaining and half-praying for the weather to change, something caught my eye. Far 
above the ball diamond and to the south over an open landscape, a couple of large dark birds were swirling and 
gliding in the wind. They did not seem bothered at all by the cold, rain or wind. In fact, they truly looked like 
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they were having great fun! They were swooping and soaring and gliding, and they hardly even flapped their 
wings. The very same wind that was irritating and frustrating to me seemed like it was delightful and 
exhilarating to them!  

I want to be a person who can find blessing in any weather or circumstance; it’s a goal of mine. I know I won’t 
enjoy every event or phase, but I want to be someone who can ride the winds of life and trust the One who 
sends each gust. Some may be gentle breezes and some may be strong, harsh winds, but I want to be able to 
withstand them all. And I’m so thankful to know that I don’t do it alone. Jesus has promised to always be with 
me, and He’s always with you too. The complete verse of John 16:33 says this: “I have told you these things, 
so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 
the world.” He has overcome it all! Pain, heartache, sadness, disease, even death itself! And He will hold us up 
and hold us close through all the winds of life. 

A look back: Women’s Brunch held on June 25 
Thank you Southland ladies for attending and supporting our recent Women’s Brunch! It 
was a great time to be together and share wonderful food, fellowship, games and enjoy a 
thought-provoking message.  

I am also thankful for a team of ladies who helped both with the planning and carrying out 
the vision for the event.  

Thank you specifically to: Megan Falconer, Debbie Jennings, Anna Martin, Eden Martin, 
Anna Randleman, and Jessica Young for all your work. 

Also, special thanks to Carolyn Burros for using her time and decorating talents to 
make our event beautiful! 

Thank you to Megan Falconer for planning and running the games we enjoyed. 

Thank you to Carson Moore for creating the lovely graphic used in our advertising. 

A huge thank you to Brenda Ochs for her planning and cooking and making the brunch 
absolutely delicious! And, thank you also to Terry Ochs for taste-testing the recipes and 
for helping with set-up and take-down before and after the event.  

Thank you to all who stayed afterward to help clean up and re-set for Sunday, including 
my husband and children.  

Each person was a blessing both to me personally and to the Southland family! 

A look ahead to the upcoming ministry year: 
Plans are in the works as we move toward the end-of-Summer and a new ministry year. Within women’s 
ministry specifically, that means Thursday morning WSA/Ladies’ Bible Study (resumes Thursday, September 1 
… details about content will be available later) and BTG - Box Top Girls for those age 8 and up plus their 
mothers/grandmothers (specific plans for the new year will be communicated later). Of course, D-Groups for 
ladies will again be a part of Wednesday evening CULTIVATE (resumes Wednesday, August 31) as well. 
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Our Summer 2022 Sermon Series 
We’re in the middle of our Summer 2022 sermon series; it’s called “You’ve 
Got Questions.” Typically, our sermons series revolve around a certain portion of 
God’s Word or, at the very least, a common theme. In this series, what unites 
the various sermons together is simply this common feature: we’re looking at 
answers from God’s Word to specific questions submitted by those within the 
Southland family. Summer is a good time to do such a series as each week 
becomes pretty “stand alone.” 

As mentioned before, we received far more questions for this series than we really have time to address in the time we 
have allotted for this series (June 5 through the end of July). So, what we’ve done is take the list of questions 
submitted and select the ones that seem most pertinent taking into account the entire congregation. (Perhaps questions 
that we don’t answer can be discussed as appropriate in smaller settings like Connect Groups.) There are still several 
worthy questions that we’re simply not going to get to as part of this series. 

Back on June 5, we took an introductory week considering why we even turn to God’s Word for His perspective in 
answering such questions in the first place (because it’s God’s Word that contains His truth, etc.!). From there, we’ve 
tackled questions about Hell and God’s love, doubt and giving. Here’s the rest of the series: 
 July 3 A question about our lives in Christ - avoiding sin and pursuing good works … whether or not it 

really even matters in light of God’s grace 
 July 10 A question about how we respond best to the LGBTQ+ issue (Rick is preaching this week) 
 July 17  A question about alcohol in the life of a believer 
 July 24 A question about Christianity and feminism plus the broader value of women in a Biblical worldview 
 July 31 A question about God’s sovereignty and what it means that He “ordains” things, including our days 

As a reminder, we’re also sharing the “question for the week” on “The Southland Scoop” Facebook page so you can 
have a heads-up. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 
As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of our worship team (e.g. vocally, instrumentally or 

even with the tech/audio-visual team), please reach out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We 

continue to welcome more volunteers! 
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all about - a small group relational context for reflecting on 

God’s Word and praying together.  These are a great place to get connected with others in the Southland family. 

We are continuing on with the same groups we’ve had for the past several months. They meet on Sunday 

mornings at 9:15am, including through Summer 2022 (we do have Sunday School classes for all ages of kids and 

youth at this time as well). There is a group for college-age and young adults (“Launch” - it meets in Room 5) as 

well as two other groups: one in the Great Room (primarily for those who have kids still in the house or in that 

general life stage) and one in the Fellowship Hall (primarily for those who are nearing or at retirement age). Please 
don’t hesitate to ask if you need help deciding which group is best for you.  

Connect Groups are meeting as normal in July, except for Sunday, 7/3 (not meeting on the July 4th weekend). 

 

G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

A note about CULTIVATE in the Fall and beyond: Back in 2019-2020, we used a book 

called Core 52 - a look at a variety of key themes from God’s Word (52 of them, in fact). 

There is now a companion book called Quest 52 - 52 sessions specifically focused on 

Jesus and our pursuit of Him (i.e. discipleship). Our plan is to use this book as we did 

with Core 52; we’ll obviously share more as that gets closer. 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, we do value this option. If health challenges make it tough for you to be with 

us, you can stay connected to your church family this way. Likewise, especially as we find 

ourselves in the Summer months when you might be gone more, we encourage you to stay 

connected in this way if you cannot attend in-person. 

The live stream also means that past services remain available on our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland … they should be accessible here even without 

an account). If you missed a week and want to catch-up, you can do so there.  

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
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Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

We use this space to share some specific ways we need volunteers. Just like any FAMILY, we 

function as we do because of the willing-hearted servants who choose to embrace opportunities 

to BUILD UP others through serving. Below, we have highlighted specific areas where we need 

help. Of course, there are several more regular ways where you can get involved; and we 

encourage you to do so. See the blue flyer at the display by the Welcome Center for more 

details about volunteer opportunities. Let the staff team know if there are ways you are 

willing and wanting to get involved in serving.  

Two Specific Opportunities: 

We still are needing some help with mowing and trimming the 

main lot as well as mowing the south field/detention area (this is 

done by volunteers). There is a sign-up sheet at the Welcome 

Center where you can volunteer to serve in this way. 

Preparations for our 2022 “Mystery Island” are being made. Thank you 

to all who have helped with donations so far. Beyond that, it’s not to late 

to volunteer to serve as part of the week (reminder: VBS is July 25-28 

from 6-8:30pm). Many hands are required to pull off a VBS session.  It’s 

always a great time for kids and our volunteers! 

Use this link: https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/volunteer/.  

See the calendar pages for details about any VBS meetings during the month of July as we 

move toward this week. 

A “THANK YOU!” to those who served as sponsors during 

the 2022 camp season at Maranatha (we’ve included all the 

names for any session we attended):  

Jordan Baadsgaard, Karen Baadsgaard, Amanda Butler, Jay Butler, Andrea 

Conboy, AJ Gegg, Kayla Gray, Javan Londeen, Les Londeen, Kristie Martin, 

Aiden Simpson, Melissa Wilcox, Dylan Young and Jessica Young. 

A “THANK YOU!” to those who worked diligently for 4 days (June 27-30) to complete the 

painting project in the auditorium. It’s a part of our broader renovation work: Ashley 

Deckard ... Dan Gray … from the Jennings family: Nate, Luke and Zac ... from the Martin 

family: Kristie, Nate, Harmony and Eden … Terry Ochs … from the Randleman family: 

Rick, Anna, Luke, Levi and Lex. Check out “The Southland Scoop” on Facebook for pictures. 

A special thanks to Rick for leading this project and all his hard work on this part as well as 

the overall renovation process! See page 4 for a broader update on this project. 

https://gosouthland.myanswers.com/mystery-island/volunteer/
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

7/3 Donna Lillard Amanda Miller Sean & Megan Falconer 

7/10 Melissa Wilcox Amanda Butler Dylan & Jessica Young 

7/17 Jenelle Smith Anna Martin Stefani Hall 

7/24 Julie Brothers Kristin Londeen Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

7/31 Graves Family Andrea Conboy Dylan & Jessica Young 

SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for July 2022 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Serving Team Leader 

7/3 
AJ & Terra Gegg 

Greeters T.B.D. 
Sonya Simpson Mark Miller 

7/10 
Ben & Debbie Jennings 

Great Room Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

7/17 
Bob & Liz Wood 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Nate Martin Ben Jennings 

7/24 
Pat & Debbie Little 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

7/31 
Doug & Susan Graves 

Great Room Connect Group 
Tommy Hall Les Londeen 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

www.cchonthe.net www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its 

own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body 

is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available in the auditorium (by the 

map). This is really the only way one of our partners can communicate 

with us. Their location makes any online presence too risky from a 

security standpoint. We do regularly make their newsletters available 

as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

Our 2022 mission trip with Casas por Cristo to the Anapra, Mexico area is approaching 

soon. The trip will be Saturday, July 30 through Saturday, August 6. Rick has been 

communicating with the group along the way all the necessary details in preparation for 

the trip. Please be praying for the group that is attending - for what God will use them to 

accomplish as well as what He will accomplish through them! 

Part of how Casas operates is to introduce a group to the family whose house they are building. Rick shared 

this information on Facebook, but we’ll include it here as well:  

This is the Velazquez family: Axel, Brithany and Natalia. 

They are a young family. Axel works a full-time job as a 

medical interpreter and is taking business classes. Brithany 

takes care of Natalia, who is just under a year. They live on 

around $100 a week, so you can imagine the blessing of 

having their own home and no longer needing to pay 

rent. Through the work of our group that is going to 

Anapra (plus the financial support provided by the giving 

of the broader Southland family too!) such a home is going 

to be provided to them. 

Beyond just the house itself, we are hoping to supply them with some house-warming gifts as well 

as a mini-split air conditioning unit; the cost for this particular item is $550. In the foyer, we have a 

sign-up sheet where you can let us know how you want to help. There is a wide range of items we 

need donated (they need to be returned to Southland by Sunday, July 24): rugs, curtains, curtain 

rods, mini-blinds, a hose, a broom/dustpan, cooking utensils, dishes, bedding, etc. To make a 

financial donation, talk to Rick (816-351-2995 or rick@gosouthland.org).  

Please join us in blessing this family in Jesus’ Name! 
 

Also, so you’re aware, we have another Guatemala trip with Life of Hope on the calendar for March 2023 as 

well (that’s less than a year away!); we’ll share more details as it’s appropriate. 

Two upcoming “LIVE OUT” opportunities with and through our local ministry partners (be watching for more details in 

the upcoming months; for now, we just wanted to get the basic information out): 

 The Pregnancy Care Center’s annual “Walk for Life” fundraiser on Saturday, September 17. Here’s a link to their 

website with more details: https://417pcc.org/events/walkforlife22/. 

 Christian Campus House’s annual golf tournament is also on Saturday, September 17 - this annual event helps 

CCH raise funds for their foreign mission trips, a key part of their ministry to students. Here’s a link to their 

website with more details: https://cchonthe.net/golf-tournament-fundraiser/. 

Unfortunately, these two events are on the same morning. Both of these ministries are valuable local partners and we 

want to support them, even in encouraging your participation in such events. So, instead of just advertising one or the 

other, we’ll share the information about both so you can choose which event fits you and your family the best. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org
https://417pcc.org/events/walkforlife22/
https://cchonthe.net/golf-tournament-fundraiser/

