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We will publish the next edition of 

The Vine leading-up to early August. 

“Time Lab” (Our 2021 
VBS) is almost here! 

July 26-29 (6-8:30pm) 

It’s always a highlight of the 
Summer at Southland! See page 2 

for general information and details 
as well as page 10. 

The Sr. High “MOVE” Conference 

(CIY) is July 19-24 

Please be praying for our students and the sponsors 

who are attending. See page 12 for more details.  
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
We are certainly back to a greater sense of “normal” within the 
Southland FAMILY (sure, there are a few residual impacts or things 
we’re carrying forward from the past year plus). As has happened in so 
many other aspects of life, our gatherings over the past several weeks 
have returned back to just about what they used to be. Part of that 
return to normal includes resuming so much of what we have 
traditionally done together as a church FAMILY. After so many COVID 

impacts on our calendar in 2020, we are grateful to resume much of what we have typically done 
this Summer and as we head into a new ministry year this September. 

Upcoming Events in the Southland FAMILY: 

Sunday, July 11 at 5pm:  Church FAMILY Picnic 
Location:  Living Memorial Park (4323 S. Nature Center 

Way in Springfield … 65804); see below for 
our plan in case of rain. 

This is an opportunity to come enjoy a meal and some 
time with others in a relaxed environment - a time of 
food, fellowship and fun with one another. 

NOTE:   Obviously, we are planning this as an outside event (we have rented both sides of the 
sheltered pavilion at the park). In the event of rain, we will communicate any necessary 
change in plans that afternoon - likely just moving the event to the church. 

What the church is providing: Grilled hamburgers/hot dogs, buns & fixings - we do potentially 
need some volunteers to help grill (we’re using the church grill) 

 Single serving bags of chips 

 Drinks, paper products, utensils, etc. 

What we need you to bring:   Sides and/or desserts to be shared pot-luck style (remember we 
are providing chips) 

     Lawn chairs (there is lots of shade there) 

It would also be great if people would bring outdoor activities and games (e.g. washers or 
bags/“Cornhole”) that would be easy to transport and set-up. There is no specific schedule or plan 
for the evening other than gathering to enjoy time together as a church FAMILY! 

Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29 - “Time Lab” … our 2021 VBS 

Each Summer, this is such a key event in our church family. This 
year, it’s a focus on Jesus’ role throughout the Bible’s story … from 
the very beginning to the very end! We have brought this theme 
forward from our canceled 2020 VBS and plans are already well 
underway. We’re continuing to share ways you can help make 

this event happen. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for kids to learn, it’s also a great way for 
us to grow as we work together. (See the next page for some specific actions steps.) 
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There are still a few specific VBS action steps you can take (continued on the next page): 

1.  If you are willing to serve as a volunteer, please use this link to sign-up: https://
southlandcc.myanswers.com/time-lab/volunteer/. We’ll help you find a role.  

2.  Of course, if you have kids who are participating (VBS programming is for ages 4 
through 8th grade), please see the link on page 10 and make sure to register your kids! 

3.  Spread the word about VBS; encourage your own kids to invite their friends to join us or 
even invite kids you know (they, of course, can use the same registration link). 

4.  Be in PRAYER for the week and what God will use it to accomplish in the lives of our 
kids and the broader Southland family! 

As always, we are looking forward to this week. Not only is VBS a great opportunity for kids 
to learn, it’s also a great way for us to grow as we serve together! 

Saturday, July 31 through Saturday, August 7 - Mexico Mission Trip 

Rick is leading this trip to Anapra, Mexico with “Casas por Cristo.” We are 
grateful for the good group that is going from Southland to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus as they build a house there for the Garcia family. On page __, Rick 
has shared in an article some ways where all of us in the Southland FAMILY can 

be a part of blessing them by bringing some items as donations. We encourage you to check that 
out and join us in this effort. 

Sunday, August 29 - FLOURISH 2021 

Each August, we come as a church family for this annual 
event to share a delicious meal and an evening together. 
Like with so much else, after missing this event in 2020, 
we’re excited to see it happen this year. Even beyond the 
fun and fellowship, part of this is a time when we focus on 
where we’ve been and what’s ahead in the life of the 
Southland FAMILY. Please put the date on your calendars 
and make plans to join us for the evening. 

Of course, in addition to these church-wide events, it’s a Summer filled with camp sessions, MOVE 
conference and other events within individual Southland ministries. Check out details about such 
events throughout this edition of “The Vine.” 

As we’ve been sharing, we are using a great new tool called “Church 
Center: PEOPLE.” It’s connected to Planning Center - a platform which 
is already used by our worship team and as our kids’ check-in system. 
For sure, one of the more helpful aspects of this is how everything is 
integrated. In addition, it also allows people within the Southland 
family to update and manage their own information. Over the past 
several months, we have been working to update directory information 

(please let us know if you need help with this step). If you’ve already done this, you now have 
online access - through a secure log-in/password - to church directory information by logging-on 
to https://people.planningcenteronline.com/. As mentioned before, there is also an app (called 
“Church Center App” … you can find it in your app store) that is available; you can use this to 
access such information as well. If you would like a print version of a directory, just let us know.  

https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/time-lab/volunteer/
https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/time-lab/volunteer/
https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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“THANK YOU” Notes 

…

…

…
…

Re: Southland Leadership 
Each Summer, we go through a process designed to help us identify potential new 
elders. As with anything, the leadership of a church family certainly matters; 
and, as we see in the NT, the role of elder is a key part of God’s design 
when it comes to that leadership. Throughout this process, we are using this 

space in “The Vine” to communicate information about how it works and to update you regarding our 
progress. (You can check out the May edition of “The Vine” for more details about this process as a whole.)  

During the first 3 weeks of June, we provided SCC members with the opportunity to recommend names. This 
first step launches a broader process of seeking the Spirit’s leading as we strive to recognize those men that HE 
is calling to serve in this vital role of church leadership (see Acts 20:28). For this year, there were no 
names recommended as part of this process; as a result, there will be no adjustments to our 
team of elders for this upcoming ministry year. 

In the last edition of “The Vine,” we shared the elder portion of our “Leadership Covenant.” In this edition, we 
have highlighted the commitments made by both our elders and staff (see the “We Do!” section on page 7). 
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Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
A reminder about GIVING during this season … 

Even now that we are beyond most of the COVID-related impacts, there are a few things we are going to 

continue moving forward. One of those relates to offering: even beyond COVID, we will be continuing to 

collect offering without actually passing trays in service. When you enter the auditorium, there is a box by 

the door - no matter which door you use - where you can put your offering. 

As a reminder, the following options for giving are still available whether you are back to joining us in 

person or not: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website. 

3. We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be 

accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page 

designed for Southland where you can give. 

PROPERTY Update: 
Since we sold a portion of our property back in 2018, we’ve been using this space to provide updates 

regarding the development next to us and other projects.  

 We continue navigating through the “newness” of having Starbucks open next door and its 

impacts on traffic flow. Thank you for your ongoing patience and flexibility in this process; it ’s 

a part of how we can be good neighbors and represent Christ well through it all. 

 Here are some other projects on our radar (we’ll keep you updated): re-sealing and re-striping 

the parking lot, landscaping/other “grounds” work, a broad-scale refreshing of our auditorium 

(e.g. painting, carpeting, sound panels, upgrading our chairs, addressing the issues with the 

south wall of the auditorium, etc.) and continuing to replace older light fixtures with LED lights. 

There are two main avenues we use to communicate ongoing information with the church 
FAMILY (what needs to happen even beyond the monthly editions of “The Vine”): 

On Facebook, we have a general public page, but also a more internal group 
that we call “The Southland Scoop.” We use this regularly for more ongoing 
updates to our church family. If you’re not connected to this, find the page and 
request to join it.  

We also use e-mail as a key means of communication to the Southland family 
(e.g. prayer requests and other general updates). Up to now, we’ve been 
sending those out via one of our _____@gosouthland.org addresses. Sometime 
soon, we will start using the e-mail function within the Planning Center 

platform for this purpose - general information and prayer updates - so that these all go out 
to the same database. So you know, these will arrive to your e-mail inbox in the same way as 
the invitation e-mail came from Debbie Jennings in the process of updating directory 
information. We’ll let you know when we make this switch. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Sunday, July 4 … “Happy Independence Day!” 

Tuesday, July 6 … high school youth to a Springfield Cardinals’ game (see p. 12). 

Sunday, July 11 … our church family picnic; see page 2 for specific details, including what 

we need you to bring, etc. 

July 19-24 ... the high school “MOVE” Conference (see p. 12 for details). 

Monday, July 26 - Thursday, July 29 ... “Time Lab,” our 2021 VBS (see pp. 2-3 & 10); this 

does include our middle school students as well (see p. 12 for details about their plans). 

Saturday, July 31 - Saturday, August 7 … mission trip to Anapra, Mexico (see Rick’s article 

on p. 9 as well as p. 18). 

Sunday, August 29 … FLOURISH 2021 (see p. 3 for more details). 

During the latter half of August into early September, we will be launching into our new 

ministry year. Every year, this is an important season. This year, as we intend to be fully 

resuming our typical ministry programming at Southland, it’s all the more important. For our 

church family as a whole and within our individual ministries (e.g. children/youth, women, 

etc.), we’re looking forward to what will be unfolding at that time. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

Sunday mornings at 9:30am … ministry programming for all ages (see p. 16 for details); no 

programming on Sunday, July 4 due to the Independence Day holiday weekend. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream (see p. 15-16). 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For June 2021 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: Monthly tithe = 29,190 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $7,297 

50  

  Regular tithe for this ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021) = $384,068  

00  

 A weekly average of a little over $8,931  which projects to around $465,000 annually; even 

a conservative weekly average over the rest of the summer puts us above $450,000 for this 

ministry year. 

As a reminder, we started with this year’s projected budgetary need being about $430,000 to $440,000; 

that breaks down to about $8,200-$8,400 each week. We entered in a very healthy place financially. We 
will continue to be watching all the economic realities and striving for proper amounts of both faith and 

godly wisdom as we move forward with our spending. Thank you, Southland family, for your faithful 

giving to the work of Christ at and through Southland! 
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His 

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.” 

It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have 

made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching 

of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?  

We are in time of year when we go through our annual process of considering potential elders to add to 

our team (the process begins in June - see p. 4 for details). In light of that, we use this “WE DO!” section 

to highlight the specific commitments SCC elders make as part of this covenant. All Southland members 

embrace the responsibilities of belonging. Appropriately, those in leadership roles at SCC also embrace a 

higher level of responsibility. In the previous edition of “The Vine,” we shared the commitments specific to 

the role of elders here at SCC. In this edition, we share a broader set affirmed by both elders and staff - 

the commitments we believe are important for those in such leadership positions to make and carry out. 

General Leadership COMMITMENTS — made by both elders and staff members: 

 We covenant to cultivate a growing personal relationship with Christ as His followers so we continue 

to become more and more like Him. 

 We covenant to demonstrate the kind of character fitting for one who is leading in His church - 

living the kind of life that is worthy of being followed. 

 We covenant to follow Jesus’ own leadership example - serving with humility and investing ourselves 

in those we lead. 

 We covenant to always remember we are leading His church and carrying out His agenda. 

 We covenant to affirm the doctrine of Southland Christian Church as it is laid out [in the covenant]. 

 We covenant to take seriously the responsibility we have to equip people for maturity and ministry. 

 We covenant to provide pastoral care, including praying for the congregation and making ourselves 

available especially in times of spiritual need (NOTE: this is a shared responsibility). 

 We covenant to participate with fellow leaders as a unified team, being diligent in carrying out the 

work He has given us with a spirit of unity and mutual accountability. 

 We covenant to be faithful stewards of the resources and opportunities God provides. 

 We covenant to have our families (i.e. those living in our homes) involved in the life of Southland. 

 We covenant to set an example in how we live out the membership responsibilities contained in this 

covenant. 
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What MATTers to me … 
At one point or another, we’ve likely all heard (if not even used ourselves) the 
following idiom: “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” I suppose it could be true 
about actual books: there’s often far more to a book than you can see by simply 
observing the outside cover. Typically, though, we use such a saying in reference 
to people or situations. It’s a warning about being deceived by surface 
appearances that can all too easily communicate a message that is quite opposite 
from the deeper reality. It’s a person with a right external appearance that looks 
great, but that surface is masking a corrupt heart. Or, vice versa, it’s someone who may look rough on the 
outside, but within them there is goodness and strength of character. It’s a situation where things seem on the 
surface to be awful, but underneath that surface, there is something good that is developing. Sure, there are 
times when what you see and what’s deeper are fully compatible. But we even have such a saying like “Don’t judge 
a book by its cover” because we’ve learned this to be true: there are times when what we see on the outside is 
vastly different from what’s really there on a deeper level inside.  

While the idiom itself isn’t Biblical, there are all kinds of ways where we could parallel this saying with truth from 
God’s Word. I want to consider it here in regards to a theme we see in 2 Corinthians. 

When you read through Paul’s letters to the believers in Corinth, it’s easy to see that there is a fair bit of 
struggle in the relationship he has with them. Undoubtedly, there were several layers of problems among the 
Christians there. And yet, even as Paul addresses those struggles, there’s another issue that seems to be present 
as well: he’s having a hard time even convincing the Corinthians that his voice as a Apostle should even be 
listened to at all! In fact, nowhere else in any of Paul’s letters - even with all the problems he addresses - 
nowhere else do you see him needing to “defend” his own credentials like he does in these two letters. Maybe it 
was because of Paul’s less-than-attractive appearance (tradition says he may have been short, bald, bow-legged, 
having a “unibrow” and a long nose). Maybe it was because Paul wasn’t as full of charisma and personality as 
others in his day were. Based on what Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4, at least in part, the problem arose out of 
how much suffering he endured during his ministry experiences. What we are likely to see as evidence of his 
commitment to Christ and serving Him, it seems that at least in Corinth, some were seeing as an indication of 
some kind of deficiency.  

Here’s how we could put the supposed issue some of the believers in Corinth had: “Paul, how can we accept that 
you are God’s chosen Apostle, set apart for His work while you’re experiencing all of this trouble and suffering? If 
you belong to Jesus, the Lord of all, if you belong to an all-powerful God, this surface appearance of your 
circumstances doesn’t match what we think should be there.” 

It’s in the midst of such thoughts that Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4-5 about his present suffering and his 
eternal hope - about the external/observable circumstances he is experiencing and a much different deeper 
reality at work on the inside. Certainly, Paul had to endure a lot for Christ (in fact, he catalogs many of his 
sufferings at the end of chapter 11). In no way did he try to somehow hide from that reality. Yet, for Paul - really, 
for any believer in Jesus - the reality of earthly sufferings is not an indication of a problem in our relationship 
with Christ no matter how much that message may be pervasive around us. On the contrary, such suffering is 
simply part of the package when we’re living in this world, even and especially when we’re living for Him! In other 
words, if we’re judging by surface appearances - that is, according to an assumption that belonging to God will 
produce only what is good - we’ve missed something significant. Externally, things may appear to be wrong: our 
physical bodies are decaying, we are experiencing trouble, a diagnosis is given with a dire prognosis, our prayers 
are not always answered as we want, etc. But that external appearance masks what God is at work doing inside of 
us even through those challenges. Further, it’s precisely that kind of external reality that ultimately highlights 
even more the glory of Him who is in us - “we ourselves are like fragile clay jars (on the outside, they look so 
weak) containing this great treasure [of Christ and His Good News]” (2 Cor. 4:7). 

In our lives, especially because of the influence of “prosperity gospel” teachings, it can be easy for us to assume 
that belonging to Christ will automatically produce outcomes we desire in our lives - especially in ways others can 
see. It can be easy to fall for the deception that any negative external realities indicate that something’s wrong. 
Well, “don’t judge a book by its cover.” Not only does it remind us of the treasure we have in “jars of clay,” 
there’s nothing about our external circumstances that can thwart the eternal glory God is producing in us!  
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A note from RICK ... 
In the first week of August, a team from 

Southland is heading down south to Anapra, 

Mexico to build a house for the Garcia family 

in partnership with Casas por Cristo. I 

wanted to take a moment to ask that you 

would be in prayer for our team (it’s going to 

be hot!), but also that you would begin 

praying for the family that we will be serving. 

The Garcia family [Erick & Genesis and their 

children, Arielle (4), Stacy, (2) and Mateo (2 

months) ... all but the youngest one are 

pictured to the right] is currently living with 

Genesis’ parents in a small house that is 

overcrowded, and they could use a space of 

their own. Erick is able to work, making around $75 weekly, but Genesis stays at home to care for their children 

and isn’t able to contribute to the income. Given their situation, it’s unlikely they would be able to afford a house of 

their own for quite some time, so we’re excited to partner with Casas and be able to help them with that! 

I’ve met Genesis before (a previous team I was on actually built her parents’ house - where the Garcias currently 

live) and she has a wonderful heart and desire to serve the Lord … and a beautiful singing voice too! Erick, 

though, is not a Christian; so, please also be praying that God would use this opportunity of meeting their physical 

needs as an avenue to address his spiritual needs as well. 

In addition to providing them a house, we would also love to be able to shower them with some housewarming 

gifts as well, and this is where we could use your help even beyond prayers. Here is a list of specific items we’d 

like to bring them: 

 Box/floor fans      Rugs 

 Curtains (windows measure 36” x 36”)  Mini blinds (windows measure 36” x 36”) 

 Toys, clothes, diapers, etc. for the kids  Curtain rods 

 Garden hose      Cooking utensils, kitchen supplies 

 Broom/dustpan     Towels 

 Toiletries      Sheets/Pillows 

 Decorations 

If you have any of these items or would like to purchase any of these items, you can bring them by the church any 

time over the next few weeks. (There will be a place in the foyer for you to leave such donations.) It’s ok if we 

double up on some things as we can give them to others in the area as well! 

Additionally, there are a few other things that we will purchase in country to give them (e.g. mud/tape/tools for 

drywall finishing, paint and supplies, groceries, etc.), so if you would like to make a financial donation, that would 

be incredibly helpful as well! As a matter of fact, if we have enough extra funds, we can build them a set of bunk 

beds for the kids or even purchase them a nice window a/c unit!   

I am excited to go and serve Jesus and the Garcia family. Thanks in advance for your prayers and for your 

partnership loving Jesus in word and actions! 
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening for our kids during our ENCOUNTER time (SS classes at 9:30am): 

 Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten). 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of service in 
the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the appropriate 
time - this is meeting as normal for all 4 Sundays in the month of July. 

For July 11 through August 8, the curriculum will be called “Training Camp.” This 
summer, athletes from all over the world will come together and compete to receive a 
medal. In “Kid ENCOUNTER,” we will be challenging our young people to carry the torch 
of the Gospel to those around them. Students will enjoy Olympic-themed crafts and 
physical activities while studying and memorizing God’s Word. Ready … set … go change 
the world around you! 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer 
to provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  we use this process for both time slots on Sundays so 
please check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Our 2021 VBS - “Time Lab” - is almost here! 
Monday, July 26 through Thursday, July 29 (6-8:30 each evening) 

The main part of VBS is focused for kids 
ages 4 through 5th grade (based on next 
year’s school year) – we do have a special 
session for middle school students as well … if 
needed, there can also be child-care for 
younger kids connected to a VBS volunteer. 

See the broader VBS note on pages 2-3; 
for now, we need to emphasize getting kids 
registered for the week (see below). 

Please use the following link to register (age 4 through 8th grade); this is for anyone who 
is attending (a Southland family or other friends, etc.): 

https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/time-lab/register/ 

https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/time-lab/register/
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At the end of June, we’re wrapping-up the 2021 camp season - another 
great one at Maranatha! A total of 29 campers went to camp at 
Maranatha in connection with Southland with 9 different sponsors 
attending. (See the “Thank you’s!” in the BUILD UP section of “The Vine” 
for a list of our 2021 Maranatha sponsors.) This year’s focus was on Paul’s 
letter of Philippians with the theme of “BECOMING.” As always, we are 
grateful for our partnership with the camp as an extension of our ministry 
here at Southland - for the fun, the memories and especially for what 
happens in the hearts of our young people there. 

Les’ latest  
After being suspended for a year, the Olympic Games are about to add global excitement to the city of Tokyo.  

After a long journey, the iconic torch will be carried into a large stadium as the games involving many nations 

kick-off. Spectators around the world will gather around screens to witness amazing courage, soaring victories 

and inspiring acts of goodwill.  

As these games quickly approach, consider how some athletic truths are similar to our Christian walk: 

We cannot do this alone. “As iron sharpens iron so one person sharpens another” (Proverbs 7:17). We typically 

put a high value on independence. We believe everyone should solve their own problems, and asking for help 

from others is usually seen as a sign of weakness. At first glance, the Olympic games appear to reinforce this 

idea. Athletes will step up to the mat and perform amazing feats all on their own. Take a moment to listen to 

their stories however, and you’ll realize this is far from true. All of these athletes had coaches to train them, 

teammates to encourage them and families to support them throughout their journey. Regardless of the 

sport, nearly all of them declare they couldn’t have gotten this far on their own. The same rules apply to 

Christians. We need each other for leadership, fellowship and inspiration. Alone we can do very little, but 

together we have the ability to become so much more! 

We all start somewhere. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him be 

glory both now and forever! Amen” (2 Peter 3:18). Olympic athletes can be intimidating; they’re strong, fast 

and agile. At times they can appear super-human. However, that world renowned swimmer began as an 

awkward child who could barely tread water. That celebrated gymnast once had trouble doing a somersault. It 

took years of dedication and training for them to reach this point, and it takes a lifetime of work for someone 

to follow Christ. All Christians begin somewhere – whether it’s in a Sunday School classroom or picking up a 

Bible after years of apathy. Living as a believer takes time and study, but even the oldest and wisest of us are 

discovering how little we still know about God. Don’t be afraid of humble beginnings, this is where Jesus meets 

everyone as they are born again. 

Failure happens. “For a righteous man fall seven times, and rises again, but the wicked stumble in time of 

calamity” (Proverbs 24:16). If the Olympics teach us anything it’s that even the best athletes don’t always win.  

A gymnast who won a gold medal one night can stumble and fall the next. The fastest man alive can be beaten 

by a nameless competitor. No matter how good you are, nobody wins every time. It’s a hard lesson many 

Christians still struggle to accept. There will be days that you fail to live according to God’s plan. When that day 

comes, what’s important is that you accept your mistake and learn from it. True Olympic winners remember 

their faults and use them to get better. 
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for HIGH School students … 

Tuesday, July 6 - the high school youth are attending a 

Springfield Cardinals’ game (meet at SCC at 5:30pm). It’s a 

great night for America’s favorite pastime with your church friends!  

Tickets are $10 (a great price for excellent tickets. To 
reserve your seat, you can sign-up at the display in the 

foyer or by texting Les (417-773-1650). 

The “MOVE” Conference:  

DEPARTURE: Monday, July 19 @ 9am 

RETURN:   Saturday, July 24 (time t.b.a.)  

WHERE:    John Brown University 

  in Siloam Springs, Arkansas 

Be sure to get your belongings - besides your bedding - into one large bag or suitcase. Also, 

remember to write your name on all of your items being packed in the trailer.  

All attendees (and their parents) should have recently received a mailer with more conference details 

and guidelines. Included with this information are some suggested apps to download. Among other 

things, this will enable students to access a schedule, campus maps and daily materials. 

for MIDDLE School students … 

Beyond their week of camp, our middle school Summer planning revolves around VBS. As part of 

this, we are again offering a section for middle school students at our 2021 VBS (Monday, 

July 26 through Thursday, July 29 - 6-8:30pm each night).  

Here are the plans:  

 MEGA MONDAY: Conquer the 10-foot inflated earth ball in a game of outlandish soccer; kids 

will also enjoy 9-square in the air and a zany variation of volleyball. 

 TUESDAY TEE TIME: Let’s GLOW crazy with Springfield’s indoor golf-course. This glow-in-the

-dark venue will challenge you and your friends through a colorful night of miniature golf. 

 WACKY WATER WEDNESDAY: Let’s play kickball, but let’s substitute plastic swimming 

pools for normal bases. Be sure to wear modest swimwear for this night’s water balloon fun 

and games that go “splash!” 

 THURSDAY NERF WAR: Ready, aim, fire! Join us for a short road trip to the “War Zone” for 

a foam bullet showdown (yes, you can bring your own Nerf accessories). 

We do need our middle school students to register in the same way the rest of VBS attendees do - 

using this link: https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/time-lab/register/ (make sure to 

select the right age group). This is important as it helps us have an accurate count for planning 
purposes. Also, all participants need to have a current release form signed by a parent in order to 

participate in off-campus activities (Tuesday and Thursday); this is the same form signed last 

September by Southland parents, so there’s no need for another one being signed. Please contact 

Les if you need one of these for your own student or for any of their friends who are attending. 

file:///C:/Users/matt/Documents/Custom Office Templates
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Southland Women 
“I have seen the future …”   

If you have seen or heard this quote, you may be familiar with 
its origin. It has been modified or finished in a variety of ways 
over the years, but maybe the most familiar use was by Norman 
Bel Geddes of the General Motors Corporation in 1939. The 
saying came from an exhibit at the New York World’s Fair 
titled “Futurama.” It presented a possible model of the world 
20 years into the future (1959–1960), specifically as it 
pertained to highways and roadways. Geddes' "vision of the 
future" was rather achievable; the most advanced technology 
posited was the automated highway system of which General Motors built a working prototype by 1960. I’m no 
history buff, but I am intrigued by this story and so many others I would love to know more about.  

But when I think of the phrase “I have seen the future…” I think in a different direction - not about possible 
advancements in technology or the like. Instead, I think about our kids. Mine, yours, anyone’s. They are the 
future. I was blessed to take a small group of kids to Maranatha Bible Camp a couple of weeks ago. I was the 
female sponsor for that session of Kids’ Camp (2nd through 4th graders). I went with Eden and four boys with 
each of my two boys taking a turn as the male sponsor, switching off due to baseball and work commitments. I 
have worked a lot of church camp in my time, and it is always a blessing. But this group was one of the best I 
can remember. They all listened well and participated with enthusiasm, and they required almost no correction 
or “re-focusing,” which is just ridiculously wonderful when you’re working with students of that age. I was 
constantly thankful that these kids have great parents who are working to grow them into respectful, obedient 
young people and are teaching them about Jesus and how we should live for Him.  

Our small group blended with other groups to become a large group of students and adult volunteers. We spent 
most of three days focusing on God’s Word in passages from Philippians, and we learned (or brushed up on) 
some key verses from that epistle. It was such a blessing to sit under skilled teachers and speakers as we 
heard about following Jesus at the level at which kids learn. I enjoy employing my childlike faith and thinking 
fondly of simpler times when I was young and hearing similar lessons. (Honestly, I’m better at “faith like a 
child” than thinking deep thoughts!) Also, we may feel like life has changed a lot in the last few years – and 
we would be correct – but when you’re at church camp and largely without technology, it feels more like what I 
remember of childhood and learning about Jesus at that stage. I know many of us, myself included sometimes, 
worry about the world we live in and where our culture is going. And I think that is warranted. But spending 
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 
8th grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Be looking for next 
year’s plans as we move 

toward our kick-off 
season with a new 

school year in the Fall . 

We wrapped-up the most recent WSA session back at the end 
of April. Currently, we are looking toward our new ministry year 
(it launches in September) for the next Bible Study session. As 
it is across the board at Southland, we use these Summer 
months as time for reflection on what’s happening within our 

ministries and making adjustments/plans for what is to come. Of course, part of this includes the way that 
individual ministries - like the women’s ministry and even its sub-ministries like WSA - fit within our 
overall ministry system (i.e. church-wide points of emphasis, broader ministry programming, etc.). In the 
upcoming editions of “The Vine,” we’ll share more details about how all of this impacts WSA into the new 
ministry year. 

Box Top Girls 

time with these kids, and the larger group of them as a whole, made me very thankful for Christian parents 
who are raising great Christian kids who will impact the world and the future.  

Thinking over the camp experience this time, two passages of scripture come to mind.  

One was spoken by Jesus when He said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these” (Matthew 19:14). When we teach children about Jesus 
and invest in them, we are doing what Jesus instructed and we are impacting His kingdom! We are also 
impacting and investing in the future.  

I also think of Ecclesiastes 12:1 which states, “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before 
the days of trouble come and the years approach when you will say, ‘I find no pleasure in them…’” 

It seems important to God that we lead His little ones in learning about Him and coming to love Him, 
specifically while they are young. And we receive blessing in the process as well! It is a pleasure to get to 
know young people and invest in them. When we do, we can join with General Motors, but also completely 
supersede something so mundane and earthly as transportation systems and roadways and say with confidence 
“I have seen the future.” Not only that, but along the way, we can even make an impact on the future itself 
and watch what God will do! 

Speaking of which, here’s a shameless plug – YOU can impact kids and the future by volunteering to help in 
our upcoming VBS! It’s a great church family-wide way we invest in the future. See pages 2-3 for more 
details about the week and how you can participate. 
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Upcoming Encounter Calendar (Sermons and More) 

For our main Summer 2021 sermon series, we’re using a theme 
called “Red Letter Challenge: Embracing the “not-so-soft-and-
tender” Words of Jesus.” Without a doubt, Jesus came from the 
Father to display God’s love, grace, mercy and compassion 
extending a beautiful offer of salvation to sinners. This is the side 
of Him that we’ve become quite comfortable with … especially in 
our 21st century American context. Yet, this same Jesus has an 
edgier more demanding side as well - not a contradictory side that 
is incompatible with the grace, just another side to who He is. 

This series of sermons focuses on this other side. So far we’ve looked at Jesus’ challenging words about the cost of 
discipleship, hypocrisy vs. real heart-level righteousness, bearing fruit as well as sin and its remedy. Through the end 
of July, we’ll continue looking each week at a different “red-letter” text. For sure, belonging to Jesus is about 
embracing His gracious offer of the forgiveness of sins, salvation and eternal life; we believe it’s important to remember 
that it’s also about our surrendered submission to Him, even to His challenging instructions. After all, Jesus is both 
SAVIOR and LORD!  

NOTE:  If you are looking to catch past services/sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through 
our main Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available 

there on the main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A REMINDER: we continue to offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship 

service through Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our 

website itself: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our 

FB page. Even though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” 

participation, we do value this option. Whether because of COVID or simply during this 

season of being out-of-town, we encourage you to stay connected in this way. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 

As a reminder, if you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach 

out to Rick or Kendall and let them know. We continue to welcome more volunteers! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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CONNECT 

and GROW DEEP 

When we’re fully operating at “normal” at Southland (i.e. without COVID-19 impacts), these priorities that we 

call “CONNECT” (an emphasis on building relationships with others in the church family) and “GROW 

DEEP” (an emphasis on planting deep roots in Christ and God’s Word) are valuable parts of our church 

family life. They each have even had their own separate slots on our typical ministry calendar (Sunday 

mornings before ENCOUNTER for CONNECT and Wednesday evenings during the school year for GROW DEEP).  

We launch a new ministry year each September. A key part of our planning in 2021 involves these two 

time slots and what they’ll look like: Sunday morning pre-ENCOUNTER plus Wednesday evening 

CULTIVATE. By the next edition of “The Vine,” we should be prepared to share more specifics. 

Until then, we have brought these priorities together on Sunday mornings with a 9:30am start time. 

Throughout the Summer, we are offering our normal Sunday School classes/groups for those college-age and 

younger. For adults, we have two basic class options meeting: 

 Alex Cobb continues to lead a group studying the OT minor prophets (this will run throughout the 

Summer, clear through the end of August … meeting in the Great Room). 

 The other option that started in June is a look at Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew 5-7); it will 

be led by rotationally (meeting in the Fellowship Hall). 

At this point, we are not offering an online/live stream option for these 9:30am classes. 

REMINDER: due to the holiday weekend, there is no 9:30am ministry programming on Sunday, July 4. 

Other Specifics re: to Our Sunday morning ENCOUNTER: 

In addition to the LIVE STREAM, here are a few other reminders related to our weekly 

ENCOUNTER worship time. As we’ve been emerging from the season of COVID impacts, this 

is how we are moving forward. 

The LORD’S SUPPER - We continue making the Lord’s Supper available as we have been 

throughout 2021. Trays are being passed with double-stacked cups; if you would prefer, 

there are also sealed kits containing both bread and juice available by the main entrance 

door to the auditorium. 

OFFERING - While we do not have to worry about negative health impacts from simply 

passing trays, we continue collecting offering as we’ve been doing for the time-being (we 

may return to the trays down the road). We still have boxes at each auditorium entrance to 

collect offering. Of course, however you are participating - whether in-person or online - you 

can still use the giving options we’ve highlighted on page 5. 

As far as SEATING goes - we are still working to keep things spaced out while still being 

able to facilitate those joining us in person. For now, we will keep the same basic 

arrangement of chairs, adding rows (which will include squeezing them together 

somewhat) as needed along the way according to our attendance numbers. 
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This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus.  

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

We’re continuing to re-incorporate various areas of service within our church family as we are 

returning to “normal” (even if parts of it are different). We have certainly not resumed all of the 

serving roles that we used to fill. And yet, there are regular ways we still need help from 

people willing to serve. 

Especially as we move toward September, we’re going to be resuming our Welcoming 

Ministry with greeters, people serving at the Welcome Center and foyer hosts. Over 

the next several weeks, we’ll be recruiting volunteers for these roles (both those who 

have done it before plus new ones). In the meantime, please let us know if you are 

willing to serve in one of these capacities. 

One last call: Our 2021 “Time Lab” VBS is upcoming (July 26-29). At this 

point, we are past the need for donations (“THANK YOU!” to all who 

brought supplies). For now, we are focusing on the need for volunteers to 

be here and serve during the week. If you are willing to help out and have not signed-up yet, 

please do so through this link: https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/time-lab/volunteer/. 

Once you are there, you can even select the area(s) in which you are willing to serve. We’re 

looking forward to a great week and we know we cannot do it without the willing hearts 

and hands of many volunteers! 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

A “THANK YOU!” to our sponsors who participated in the 

2021 season at Maranatha Bible Camp. Here’s who served at 

our 2021 camp sessions: 

 Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th grades):  Kristie Martin, Nate Martin and Simeon Martin 

 5th/6th Camp:  Andrea Conboy, Terra Gegg and Andy Lillard 

 Middle School Camp:  Kayla Gray, Javan Londeen and Les Londeen 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does 

its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 

https://southlandcc.myanswers.com/time-lab/volunteer/
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

7/4 Melissa Wilcox Anna Martin Les Londeen 

7/11 Julie Brothers Amanda Butler Stefani Hall 

7/18 Cheryl McAnally Cindy M./Andrea C. T.B.A. 

7/25 Jenelle Smith Kristin Londeen Andy & Donna Lillard 

Partial SERVING SCHEDULE for July 2021 

We are still not back to publishing a full serving schedule. Below, we have listed some roles of 

service we have specifically scheduled. 

 Greeters/Foyer  Computer Serving Team Leader 

7/4 Simeon Martin Mark Miller 
At this point, we intend to 

resume this fully once we 

get to September 2021. 

7/11 Dan Gray Doug Graves 

7/18 Sonya Simpson Ben Jennings 

7/25 Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

Some upcoming “LIVE OUT” opportunities with and through our local ministry partners (be watching for more details): 

 The Pregnancy Care Center’s annual “Walk for Life” fundraiser on Saturday, September 18. 

 Christian Campus House’s annual golf tournament on Saturday, October 2 - this is to raise funds for their foreign 

mission trips. 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, we 

strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) when available. This is really 

the only way one of our partners can share with supporters because of 

their location. Please be praying for our global partners as COVID-19 
realities impact their locations as well (especially India right now)! 

After postponing our Mexico mission trip last year, we are excited that it is 
happening here in 2021! Our group will be leaving Saturday, July 31 and 

returning the next Saturday, August 7. They will be working with Casas por Cristo 
in Anapra, Mexico (across the boarder from El Paso, TX). Check out Rick’s page for 

information about the family our group will be serving while there and ways the 

whole Southland family can contribute and participate. 


