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This season has been so unique. It has especially
made planning quite the challenge. With some
areas, it seems wisest to put things on pause for
now. Even with other areas, any plans have to be
held loosely. This edition of “The Vine” represents
where we are as of early July. Because so much is
subject to change, please be looking for further
updates via e-mail and Facebook.
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We will publish the next edition of
The Vine in late July.

Even though not everyone has been able
to return yet, it has been good to be able
to come back together with church family!
See pages 2-3 for updates and details.

Southland “FAMILY” News
As we did in the last edition, we wanted to go ahead and provide the following
reminders and updates as we’re re-gathering in this season. Some of these are
repeats from last month; anything in red is new. With all of this, we are trying to
implement in a reasonable and responsible way the guidelines that have been
established (local and national). This includes keeping up-to-date with changing
information. We want this to be safe and healthy as we come back together.
Some big picture guidelines:


BIG REMINDER #1 … If you are uncomfortable with a larger gathering, there is no pressure
for you to do so until you are ready.



BIG REMINDER #2 … We are not going to be monitoring every one who comes in to our
building. Instead, we are going to ask you to respect others and stay home if you are sick or
showing symptoms. This is a basic way that we can love others around us during this season.



Because of those two realities, we will be continuing to offer the LIVE STREAM option for
those who are not here in person.



We will continue to be taking appropriate steps to create a safe and healthy environment.



Through it all, be loving, kind and respectful towards others. There are some challenges that
come from different perspectives. There are difficulties that come in learning how to be
back together with others. There are plenty of opportunities for showing grace to others.
Especially now, we as a church family need especially high amounts of such values!

Some specific details for Sunday mornings:

We are using a HYBRID approach - both an “in person” gathering in the auditorium and a live
stream at the same time. This will continue for the foreseeable future as we know some are still
not going to be ready to be in such a larger crowd.
Our focus is on the 10:30 time slot - we will add-in more with 9am later (though, Connect Groups
are still free to meet during this time). During this season, we are striving for a service that is

shorter than normal.
Now that we are in July, we are adding in our typical 10:30am ministry programming (see page
9 for more details as it relates to “Kid ENCOUNTER”). This includes 5th graders and younger for
the whole service at this point.
SEATING - this is one of the challenges when attempting to create appropriate distance. Family
units can obviously sit in close proximity, but we need to allow for more room otherwise.
Churches with pews that are stationary have one set of issues; others (like Southland) with chairs
have another set. For June, we had people bring in their own lawn chairs or we had available
chairs that could easily be set-up. This helped with both cleanliness and logistics.
For July, we are still going to invite you to bring your own lawn chair to set-up wherever
you choose. However, we will have more of our chairs already set-up in a large part of the

room (distanced appropriately) for those who prefer that. Both ends of the room will be
left “open” for those still wanting to bring their own chairs and determine where they sit.
This dual approach allows each person to choose what they are most comfortable with - one of
our priorities in this season even as we strive for a safe and healthy environment.
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Some specific details for Sunday mornings (continued):
For the Lord’s Supper, we will use the pre-packaged kits where the bread and the juice are in a
single sealed unit. These will be distributed in an appropriate way.
For offering, instead of passing trays, we will have boxes set-up. Of course, you can continue to
use one of the alternative options we’ve again highlighted below.
Other needed adjustments will be obvious and/or properly communicated along the way.
Especially in the midst of this season, it has become increasingly important for us to make sure we
have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. That’s all the
more true as we are needing to keep making adjustments. Make sure you are aware of the following:
On FACEBOOK, we have our general page (Southland Christian Church) - it is the
one we are using for our live stream on Sunday mornings. We also have our more
“internal” group called “The Southland Scoop;” we use it to share announcements
and other timely communications. If you're not connected to “The Scoop,” we
encourage you to find the page and request to become a member. We do also have specific

groups and ministries within the Southland FAMILY that use Facebook as well.
We also communicate a great deal through e-mail. You should be receiving messages with
prayer items from prayer@gosouthland.org and general updates from deb@gosouthland.org
(we are still using this as our general source of information for now even though she has
retired). If not, please contact the office so we can get that addressed.

A REMINDER: in this season, we are going to continue
making our Sunday ENCOUNTER services available through
Facebook LIVE at 10:30am.
You can find our main Facebook page at https://facebook.com/gosouthland.

Check out page 14 for more details on this.

About GIVING during this season (a reminder) …
Even as we are re-gathering, the following options for giving are still available for those who
are not able to come:
1.

You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807.

2.

You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website (this initiates a
check to be sent to us directly from the bank).

3.

We are now also using an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can
be accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?
c=1302996) or through the app available at your app store. That will
take you directly to a page designed for Southland where you can give.

On page 6, we have given a financial update that covers this whole season from March
through June. Thank you for your ongoing faithful participation in giving during this season!
Our leadership team is certainly grateful for the ways the Southland family has adapted and
adjusted to help continue Kingdom work during this season here and beyond!
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An Update Regarding Southland Leadership
In the last edition of the Vine, we shared how each summer we go through
a process designed to help us identify potential new elders for our church
family. As it is with any group (including a family), the LEADERSHIP of a
church FAMILY certainly matters. In the New Testament, we see the
role of elder as a key part of God’s design. Throughout this annual
process, we use this space in “The Vine” to communicate information about how it works and to update you
regarding our progress. (You can check out the May edition of “The Vine” for more details about this process as a whole.)
During the first 3 weeks of June (albeit in the midst of a weird season where this had to be done e-mail), we
provided SCC members with the opportunity to recommend names. After those names are recommended, we
have a preliminary conversation with these individuals about potentially serving in this role. That begins with
inviting them to prayerfully consider whether or not to pursue the opportunity. For any who do, the rest of
the process is initiated as we continue with a similar “interview” process as we would for a staff member. This
is appropriate given the importance of the elder-role in a local church family. This specific stage represents our
attempt to both (a) communicate the expectations that go with serving as an elder and (b) help individuals
clarify whether or not this is God’s calling for their lives at this point (both from the perspective of the potential
elder and of the existing elders as leaders of the church family). Throughout this entire process, we are trying
to align ourselves with the Holy Spirit’s leading as we strive to recognize those men that HE is calling to serve
in this vital role of church leadership (see Acts 20:28). For this year, there is 1 individual whose name
was submitted as a recommendation.
In the last edition of “The Vine,” we shared the elder portion of our “Leadership Covenant.” In this edition, we
have highlighted the commitments made by both our elders and staff (see the “We Do!” section on page 6).
Current Elders: Ernie Emmerton, Terry Ochs and Pat Little. Bob Wood is nearing the end of his
sabbatical year off and will return in September.
As Lead Pastor, Matt is also considered a part of the elder team.
A STAFF TRANSITION ... On the heels of Debbie Nelson’s retirement from our staff team, we
have another upcoming transition to share. Adam Faulkner has been with us for a little over 2
years now leading our worship ministry. He started with a short-term summer position and
then came on board in a more official manner as a part-time staff member. This provided a
great solution for us while Adam was working on his master’s degree in counseling. Well, he
has now completed that program (CONGRATS, ADAM!!); but, with that comes his departure
from the Springfield area. The plan is for Adam to continue through the end of August.
We are grateful for Adam’s contribution to the Southland family and will certainly miss him.
Leadership has been aware of this and will continue working to identify what this all means
within both our worship ministry and our broader staff responsibilities.

What’s Happening at Southland:
There are so many specific events that have been impacted by COVID. As we move forward into July
and beyond, that continues; here’s what it all means for now when it comes to some main events:
We have made the decision to postpone the “Time Lab” VBS curriculum to next year. We have
not fully canceled everything for July 27-30, but we have made that adjustment already.
Check out page 9 for more details about all of this.
Our 2020 mission trip to Mexico (Casas por Cristo) is still on as of now - August 1-7.
Sunday, August 30 at 5pm - the planned date for our 2020 “FLOURISH” Gathering.
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All Events (listed by date):
Tuesday, July 7 through Thursday, July 9 … the high school “RESET” retreat (a replacement for the
annual “MOVE” conference); see more information on page 11.
Sunday July 12 … the first of our sessions at Maranatha Bible Camp (see p. 10 for details).
Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30 ... still dates we want you to keep open (originally
scheduled as our 2020 VBS; see page 9). One of the options being considered is still doing a
modified VBS-like event, just without the “Time Lab” curriculum and some of the typical formatting of
VBS. The other option would include some family-oriented events, but not necessarily during this
same time frame. We’ll share more via Facebook and e-mail as such decisions are made.
Saturday, August 1 through Friday, August 7 … mission trip to Anapra, Mexico with Casas por Cristo.
Saturday, August 29 (a make-up date) … the Pregnancy Care Center’s annual banquet - this is now a
live-streamed event.
Sunday, August 30 … our FLOURISH event (be looking for more on revamped plans for this night).

NOTE:

There is too much uncertainty about where things will be to make too many firm plans for
August and beyond at this point. This includes back-to-school type things within your youth
ministry, Fall plans within other ministries, etc. Even as things move in a positive direction
with COVID (whenever that is), there may be adjustments we make to what is typically done
to celebrate a return to more normalcy and to reflect new realities. This is a great time for
evaluating what we do here at Southland. As always, we will strive to communicate specifics
when/as they become more known. Stay tuned!

This is an especially good season to make sure we bring attention to RightNow
Media (RNM), a valuable ministry tool that we have available here at Southland.
The content available through RNM provides a great way to help you feed
yourself spiritually especially during such a season as this.
In addition to our use as a church, through our church subscription, everyone connected to Southland
can have his or her own log-in with FREE access to all the content wherever and whenever there is an
online connection (via smart phone, computer or another connected electronic device). If you haven’t
yet, please send a request via e-mail to the church office (info@gosouthland.org) and we will help you
get set-up with your own RNM access.

FINANCIAL UPDATE … For March through June 2020
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. We have included together the
three months directly impacted by COVID-19. This perspective provides a better sense of this season as a
whole. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
INCOME …

Regular tithe for March through June:

$123,816 00

Average weekly (based on 17 Sundays):

$7,28329 … not far off from normal

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September through August) is $343,829 for a weekly average
around $8,000 - that average has understandably dropped from where it was before March ($8,460 a
week). Our projected budgetary need is $430,000 to $440,000 which is $8,200-$8,400 weekly. While this
season has impacted us financialy, we did enter this ministry year already in a healthy place.
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One of the great privileges and joys of following Jesus is being joined together with other believers as His

church. Here at Southland, we express that vital connection in part through our “Membership Covenant.”
It provides the basic parameters for belonging to the church family here – the commitments we have
made to Christ and one another as His people. This covenant is our attempt to communicate the teaching
of God’s Word when it comes to His Church. Just what is required of us to belong to one another here?

We are entering the time of year when we go through our annual process of considering new elders to

potentially add (the process begins in June - see p. 4 for details). In light of that, we use this “WE DO!”
section to highlight the specific commitments SCC elders make as part of this covenant. All Southland

members embrace the responsibilities of belonging. Appropriately, those in leadership roles at SCC also
embrace a higher level of responsibility. In the May Vine, we shared the commitments specific to the role

of elders here at SCC. In this edition, we share a broader set affirmed by both elders and staff - the
commitments we believe are important for those in such leadership positions to make and carry out.
General Leadership COMMITMENTS — made by both elders and staff members:


We covenant to cultivate a growing personal relationship with Christ as His followers so we continue
to become more and more like Him.



We covenant to demonstrate the kind of character fitting for one who is leading in His church living the kind of life that is worthy of being followed.



We covenant to follow Jesus’ own leadership example - serving with humility and investing ourselves
in those we lead.



We covenant to always remember we are leading His church and carrying out His agenda.



We covenant to affirm the doctrine of Southland Christian Church as it is laid out [in the covenant].



We covenant to take seriously the responsibility we have to equip people for maturity and ministry.



We covenant to provide pastoral care, including praying for the congregation and making ourselves
available especially in times of spiritual need (NOTE: this is a shared responsibility).



We covenant to participate with fellow leaders as a unified team, being diligent in carrying out the
work He has given us with a spirit of unity and mutual accountability.



We covenant to be faithful stewards of the resources and opportunities God provides.



We covenant to have our families (i.e. those living in our homes) involved in the life of Southland.



We covenant to set an example in how we live out the membership responsibilities contained in this
covenant.
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What MATTers to me …
Being the analytic thinker that God has wired me to be, this season has provided plenty of material for reflection,
percolation and mojination (take your pick on which word you like the best!). In many ways, processing is part of how I
seem to engage best in prayer. It’s also the way that I generally am going to respond to what is happening around us. I
watch a movie and I am often considering the spiritual implications and applications that are present. While reading
news headlines and stories, I begin to start cataloguing the data points and sorting through the details. Even in
preparing sermons, my process involves a lot of well … mental processing as I chew on the text or theme for a given
week. Again, as an analytic thinker, it’s how I am wired.
All of this is also why I cannot help but process any current events through the grid of WORLDVIEW. While many of
you (I’m assuming, anyway) may be casually observing things that are happening, I find myself considering the deeper,
more foundational mindset and perspectives that lead to the actions being displayed.
In the end, a WORLDVIEW is the set of basic presuppositions and perspectives people have as their foundational
understanding for life. Typically, a person’s specific worldview is going to be determined by answers to questions such
as these:
Is there a God?

How can we know anything, especially what is truth?

What is really real?

Is there more beyond the physical/material world?

What is the nature of the world around us?

What is a human being (our nature, origin, purpose, etc.)?

What happens at death? (is more beyond?)

What is the meaning of human history?

How do we know what is right/good from wrong/evil (or are those even applicable categories)?
The way people answer such questions (and many times, we do so without even consciously thinking about such
answers) is then demonstrated through the way that they practically go about life. Again, our worldview is not about
actively sitting down and working through a list of questions. Rather, it’s about a set of answers to such questions that
becomes the basic filter through which we process life and the basis for our actions. For us as believers, our ultimate
worldview is not what we come to on our own, but what we embrace as truth based on what God has revealed. In the
end, we have a tremendous privilege in Christ to view the world as we do - according to how He says it really is!
As I’ve reflected on recent events - from the pandemic to issues of racism and injustice to the growing unrest at work
in our nation - here are a few specific worldview issues that I see at work. It becomes such a practical contrast when
we embrace the privilege of seeing life according to God’s truth.
GOD - if He exists as He has revealed Himself to be, then we can trust Him in the midst of whatever is
before us. Instead of fear, panic and anxiety, we can choose faith in Him. It doesn’t become a license for
folly, but it certainly becomes an opportunity to display our confidence in the One who is greater.
DEATH - if we see it as God’s Word sees it, if our worldview embraces the perspective built upon faith and
hope in Christ, then we can approach it as “gain” (Philippians 1:20-21) and “blessing” (Revelation 13:14). It
doesn’t mean we seek death or treat potential threats with flippancy; it does mean we recognize that our hope
is not just a wish or a preference, but an eternal promise guaranteed by Christ’s own resurrection.
Our FELLOW HUMANS - there are so many examples of how our basic worldview will impact how we view
others. It’s true when it comes to our basic valuation of human life whatever stage its in. It’s true when it
comes to our treatment of people from other backgrounds. Whether or not we see such fellow humans as
those likewise created in God’s image (or not) should make all the difference practically in our actions.
Not all of you are wired like I am (thankfully!). And yet, the more that we process our own approach to life with an
understanding of worldview, the more we can consider how much His truth must be our foundation - and we can
adjust accordingly. Indeed, what a privilege it is to live in a way that sees such things on the basis of what God has
revealed. Further, the more we can see the impact of another person’s worldview, the more we can begin to
understand them and even impact them with God’s truth. We all have a worldview; through God’s Word, ours is one
that can be trusted as a firm foundation for this life and the life to come.
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A note from RICK ...
I’m doing a wedding this weekend back in St. Joe (this was written prior to
June 27). I enjoy doing weddings. I don’t care for the weddings themselves
all that much, but I love sharing the time with the engaged couple over the
course of a couple months – prepping, talking through what marriage can
and should be, etc. I usually start out when I sit down with a couple and tell
them straight out that we’ll talk about some hard things before the wedding
day. And I explain to them that if they call off their wedding or break up as a result of something we talk about
together … I’m going to consider that a win. As far as I can remember, that’s only happened once, but I’d much
rather it happens during the engagement than during the marriage. Marriage is serious business. It’s a deep
connectedness that sometimes comes easy and sometimes requires a lot of work. I tell couples that if you
cannot handle some potentially hard conversations before you get married, you’re going to flounder pretty
quickly inside the marriage.
Marriage can be hard because having an in-depth, heart-level relationship with anyone can be tough. We are
naturally inclined as human beings to be all about ourselves. We’re taught from a young age that to be
independent is a high value, but marriage is a great reminder that we are better off when learn a level of codependence. But the reality is that this shouldn’t be a lesson we learn as we prep for marriage … this should
be a lesson that we learn as we involve ourselves in the church. I love marriage for many reasons, but one of
them is that it is a great picture of how we are to treat and love other people.
I love the way Paul lays it out in Colossians 3:12-17. He’s not talking marriage here, but this is a passage I use
in most weddings, because there are so many parallels between marriage and the church:
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you
may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues, put on love,
which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as
members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do
it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the father through him.
Marriage is the union of two lives as one. In the church, Christ unites so many more together through his
blood. In the church as in marriage, we need to be dependent on one another. Dietrich Bonhoeffer once said
(regarding marriage) that “it is not your love that sustains your marriage, but from now on, the marriage that
sustains your love.” The point he’s making is that while we may face some trials and struggles in our
marriages, and we may not always feel it, the vow that we made – the covenant before God – should always
push us back to each other. Love flows from commitment. Love is found in the devotion to another. It’s the
same in the church. The union in Christ should constantly be pushing us back to each other.
The truth is that we need each other in the church. We need the community. We need the connectedness. We
need the encouragement, the prayers, the accountability and admonishment that we receive from other
believers. And we need to remember that truth when times are tough. When we are separated from one
another. When we’re irritated or disagree with one another … that the bond that we have through Jesus’ blood
is constantly pulling us back together and never apart. His spirit in our lives sustains and builds the love we
have for one another. I love being a part of His church. Even when we’re messy. Life is better.
Love y’all!
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(1st - 5th grades)
Our broader “re-gathering” plans obviously involve our kids - grade school and younger (see
pages 2-3 for broader specifics as of the beginning of July). For now, the plan is for all of our
groups - nursery, “L’il Kid ENCOUNTER” and “Kid ENCOUNTER” to meet for the whole time,
going straight to these locations from arrival – grade school students in the Fellowship Hall. We
will certainly strive in this to take appropriate steps for cleanliness (both in the rooms/supplies
and with the kids themselves) and for as much distancing as possible with kids in such a format.

Southland’s 2020 VBS Plans
Throughout this entire season impacted by COVID, we have been hoping/expecting that, by
the time we got to late-July and VBS, we would be able to proceed with this. We have been
excited in looking forward to “Time Lab.”
Unfortunately, like with so many other plans in this season, we are now going to have to
adjust how we approach our 2020 VBS. This has become necessary with the city’s extension
of capacity guidelines into August (50% of each room). Those numbers make our “normal”
VBS plans impossible (we basically use every classroom and some of these would only be
allowed to have a maximum of 6-7 people). Coupled with an expected reduction in our
volunteer availability and the general uncertainty of what numbers to plan for - many of the
items we have to provide are specific to Time Lab - we have determined that it is simply best
to save this specific curriculum for next year when we can do it to a fuller/normal level. We
knew there was a possibility that VBS would be impacted as well, but are disappointed for
sure that it has to happen.
At this point, we are considering a couple of alternative plans (like all else in this season, we
are holding these loosely):
1. A modified VBS format with a different curriculum. If we choose this option, we
would keep the same dates (July 27-30), but would reduce the time from 6-8pm or
even shorter. This option would allow us to keep much that kids enjoy about VBS, but
design it in such a way that we can staff it with fewer people and stay within capacity
guidelines. We would be saving the “Time Lab” curriculum that needs a more normal
format, replacing it with a curriculum that would be simpler all the way around (e.g.
allowing us to purchase more basic supplies, be more flexible with the size of groups,
do more in a large group format in the auditorium etc.).
2. Replacing the format of VBS entirely with a few family-oriented events. We are
too early in the processing to provide specifics if we should go this route. Because
much of the value of a VBS depends upon a certain format, this alternative would move
away from that typical structure entirely. Instead, it would re-focus our attention on
events specifically planned to encourage connections within our kids and families
We will keep you informed about what we decide via our normal means of communication.
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Some Info Applicable to Kids and Youth
As we resume ministry programming this summer, kids
are promoted to their next grade level. It typically
happens each June. (When one school year ends, kids
advance themselves already; so, we do too!) This year is
much different, but these changes are now in effect.
During Sunday School, students entering the following grades move to a new class:
Kindergarteners (to Room 2)
2nd graders (to Room 3)
4th graders (to Room 4)
6th graders to the Middle School class (Room 7),
Incoming freshmen to the High School class (Room 6)
Graduated seniors to the Launch group (Room 5 - if they have not done so already)

During “Kid ENCOUNTER” … incoming 1st graders also move up to the 1st-5th grade “Kid
ENCOUNTER” (younger kids are “promoted” throughout the year according to birthdays);
as a reminder, typically (it’s different for now) they start in service with their families. In
addition, new 6th graders remain with their families for the entire ENCOUNTER service.

The 2020 Summer Camp Season at Marantha
We wanted to provide basic information in one spot as we prepare for this adjusted season at
Maranatha Bible Camp.

As a reminder, if you have not yet submitted your payment, please do so as soon as possible!
NOTE: For details about what you need to know before sending a student to camp amidst
these unique circumstances (e.g. what to pack, etc.), you can check out the front page
of the camp’s webpage http://maranathabiblecamp.org/. When you scroll down on the
home page, the camp has provided some updates to their packing list due to COVID. In
addition, there is a link to a PDF with the camp’s revamped policies and procedures for
this summer.
The basic packing list: http://maranathabiblecamp.org/summer-camp/what-to-pack.
One of the highlights of camp comes at mail time. If you
would like to send mail to a camper, here’s how:
(Name of camper and their session)
c/o Maranatha Bible Camp
18131 Highway WW
Everton, MO 65646

CAMP SESSION

DEPARTURE from Southland

RETURN to Southland

(No one attending this session.)

Beginner Camp (K - 1st Grade)
Kids’ Camp (2nd - 4th Grade)

Thursday, July 16 at 10am

Saturday, July 18 at 3pm

5th - 6th Grade Camp

Sunday, July 12 at 3pm

Wednesday, July 15 at 3pm

M.S. Camp (7th - 8th Grade)

Sunday, July 26 at 3pm

Friday, July 31 at 1pm
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Les’ latest
Sin is all about foolishness. Sinners are fools when they convince themselves that they are wise. When I sin I
convince myself that my way is better that God’s way, that my thoughts are wiser then God’s thoughts, that
what I desire is better than what God has planned for me. Sin is all about how a fool is able to convince himself
into thinking that what’s wrong is actually right.
Think of sin in its original form – that awful moment in the original garden. Think of the presence of the evil
one. There would have been no disobedience if Adam and Eve had refused to listen to the voice of the
deceiver. What was this unwholesome entity seeking to get them to do? He was enticing them to question the
wisdom of God. He was enticing them to think that he was wiser than the one who is WISDOM. He was
tempting them to believe that they could in fact be as wise as God.
Check out what Genesis 3:6 records as one of the things that attracted Adam and Eve to the forbidden fruit:
“they saw … that the tree was to be desired to make one wise.” You and I will never understand the full range
of temptation of Adam and Eve, or ourselves until we understand the nature of wisdom. Wisdom, in its purest
form, is not a book or theology. Get this, it’s a Person. You receive wisdom through a relationship to the One
who is the source of everything that’s wise and good. Paul says that “all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge” are hidden in Christ (Colossians 2:2-3).
Adam and Eve had all the wisdom they needed, even a relationship with God that hadn’t yet been tainted by
sin. Tragically, they took the bait, turned their backs on Wisdom, and received foolishness – the exact opposite
of what the deceiving snake had promised them. This act of foolishness and disobedience has flooded
humanity since that first bite of sin. Thankfully, the One who is wisdom is also a God of grace. He delights in
transforming the hearts of fools, He finds joy in gifting us with wisdom that can only be found when He is in us
and we are in Him.

Specifically for HIGH SCHOOL …
This unprecedented year has caused us to reschedule our youth events multiple times. Our summer
weeks are typically spent in preparation for the senior high MOVE Conference. Unfortunately, the recent
COVID-19 concerns have eliminated all of the potential dates and locations.
But here's the good news... Summer Isn't Cancelled! We present to you, the "Reset”
Retreat - a non-stop, three-day event (Tuesday, July 7 through Thursday, July
9). The "Reset" Retreat accommodations are booked through the Westgate Branson
Woods Resort and our conference sessions will be held at the Tri-Lakes Christian Church.
The retreat includes five entertainment venues (the Celebrity Car Museum, Branson
Mountain Coaster, The Track Family Fun Park, Pitch Axe Entertainment Complex and the 1984 Branson
Arcade). The retreat also covers the cost of five meals (they will be divided between catering services and
some select restaurants). In addition to all the fun activities, we want to be intentional with our time
together and allow ourselves ample time for Bible study. The content for our morning and evening
sessions are provided by the Christ In Youth “MOVE Conference.” These materials concentrate on the
power of the Holy Spirit and how the Spirit works through us. This will be a good time for us to study, to
self-examine and allow the Holy Spirit to "Reset" us for His Kingdom work.
Students and sponsors attending the “Reset” Retreat should check their mail for a packet with a detailed
itinerary, balance statement and packing list. Please submit payment as soon as possible; it’s due by

departure time at absolute latest.
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Childhood lessons. If someone were to ask you what you learned as a child, I wonder what
your answer would be? Each of us would probably have a unique set of lessons, but I
imagine many of us would find some common ground in the things we were taught as
children. I bet you were taught the Ten Commandments. Maybe your family went to church, or maybe it didn’t, but I
think those rules were common enough in the culture we lived in that we heard at least a version of them. “Don’t
lie, don’t steal, don’t cheat.” Even beyond Scripture, we probably heard lessons from the adults around us. How
about “If you don’t have something nice to say, don’t say anything at all.” That was a favorite in my house. “Stand
up straight.” “Comb your hair.” “If someone speaks to you, answer them.” “Look people in the eye.” “Use
manners.” “Say ‘please’ and ‘thank you.’” “Wash your hands.” “Don’t swear.” And on and on we could go.

We talked in staff meeting recently about our new summer sermon series. As we shared our thoughts about
lessons we learned as kids (that we might all need a refresher on), it was fun to hear what some of those lessons
were. Then later that day I began to print the lesson material for our Lil’ Kid Encounter teachers to use in July,
and I just had to chuckle! They fit perfectly with that idea – lessons that young kids should learn, and ones that we
as adults could probably use a reminder about!
Here are the lesson topics coming up in July for our pre-k and kindergarten students:
“Whom Should I Love” (Matthew 22:34-40) – The “greatest commandments” – Love God and Love People
“You Want Me to Forgive?” (Matthew 18:21-35) – The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant – Since I have
been forgiven so much, I need to forgive others
“Be Kind to Everyone” (Luke 10:25-37) – The Parable of the Good Samaritan – I must extend kindness and
compassion to everyone who needs it, not just those of the same race
“I Can Help” (Matthew 20:17-28) – James and John are reminded that the Kingdom is not about
recognition and special treatment but rather serving and helping others
Could those be any more timely and foundational?! I think we all might need a reminder of each of those lessons;
they may be “basic” and simple, but they are far from easy!
Often I’ve seen God work that way in my life; I begin to focus on a specific area, and He uses many means to point
it out to me and make it hit home. For example, we recently started a Bible study in WSA on Thursday mornings
titled “It’s All Under Control.” Early in the chapters, we were reminded that while we as adults, and maybe
particularly women, have many things that we need to manage and organize – dare we say “control” – there is a lot
of life that we really have very little control over. As I began reading our study book and Scripture and thinking
through this topic, I was struck over and over with the truth that I don’t control very much! Would you believe that
two Thursdays in a row of this study we had no electricity as I was getting ready for work?! It was totally out of
my control! Then this past week one of the topics was that sometimes we have to ask for help. Would it surprise
you that the technology was uncooperative and that I had to ask for help?!
So I really wasn’t surprised to see how our sermon series discussion fit so well with what our little ones will be
learning about. God does that sort of thing all the time! He is always amazing, always faithful and always good. I
pray you see His hand in your life and are listening to the things He wants to say to you.
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Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

“Once Upon a Time in a Galaxy Far, Far Away” - by Adam Faulkner
“And they have conquered [the accuser] by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony,
for they loved not their lives even unto death.” – Revelation 12:11
“I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember Your wonders of old. I will ponder all Your
work, and meditate on Your mighty deeds.” – Psalm 77:11-12
“I love the Lord, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. Because He inclined His ear
to me, therefore I will call on Him as long as I live. The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of
Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish. Then I called on the Name of the Lord: “O Lord,
I pray, deliver my soul!” – Psalm 116:1-4
Stories are great, are they not? One can hear tales of heroic adventures, tragedies, monstrous villains, triumph
in the face of impossible odds. There is something about stories that just resonates with us humans.
Hello, your “Friendly Neighborhood Part Time Guy Adam,” back again to talk about … you guessed it, stories!
You may be wondering, as you do with most of these devotional writings, what do stories have to do with
anything? Jesus was a master story teller. You ever read a parable or two? But that’s not the kind of story we
are going to wrestle with today. Today, we’re going to talk about your story and our story.
TESTIMONY is the word of the day. We Christians tend to use a lot of weird and confusing words; thankfully,
this one is not so. Testimony is just a fancy word for your story. The places where you have come from, the
highs and the lows, the good and the bad. We all have different stories. We all bring different things to the
table shaped by experiences. They don’t just have to be about when we were saved. If anything, that’s just the
beginning of your story.
This idea of remembering what the Lord has done is found throughout the Old Testament. One of my favorites
is found in Joshua chapter 4. In this story, God parts the Jordan River so that the Israelites could pass through
it on the way to conquering the Promised Land. As part of this, God had them take twelve stones from within
the river bed and stack them as a remembrance of what He had done.
Ultimately, our testimony is about God’s faithfulness. Our stories define us. They make us who we are, they
are the way we learned our life lessons, and how God rescued us.
“That’s great and all Adam, I have a story, I know it pretty well. What’s
the point of all of this?” Good question. Sometimes in life we come
across important points. We run into high points and low points, we
travel in the valley, climb the mountain tops, and walk the mundane
road. What would happen if, in all those moments, we would take
time to tell ourselves our stories - the stories of God’s faithfulness in our lives? It’s so easy to forget them. To
find ourselves trapped in present circumstances. We have to be constantly reminding ourselves in the good
times, the bad times, and the normal times who our King is. How much freer would we live life if we always
remembered God’s faithfulness to us?
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Life can be hard sometimes, but it can also be full of amazing experiences.
Worship is more then a song, sometimes it’s telling our stories to ourselves and those around us. We stand in
troubled times. It’s not hard to look out the window and find the pain and suffering in the world right now.
Chaos is the word for this season. As we walk through this troubled time, let us worship by telling the stories
of God’s faithfulness to everyone, even to ourselves. Tell of the work He has done, sing into the darkness with
His love.
Will you be such a story teller?
“I look back over the events of my life and see the hands that carried Moses to his grave lifting
me out of mine. In remembering I go back to these places where God met me and I meet him
again and I lay my head on his breast, and he shows me the land beyond the Jordan and I suck
into my lungs the fragrance of his breath, the power of his presence.” - Rich Mullins
Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy,
Adam Faulkner

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
For Summer 2020, our main sermon series is called “BASICS.” When we hear the
word, we think of foundations and essentials - the fundamentals for a particular area.
Basic training provides the ground level introduction for the military. Going “back to
the basics” in a sport means returning to those simplest foundations. When it comes to
our lives of faith, it’s about relearning some of those foundational values. With so much that is happening in our world
right now, it’s an appropriate time to come back to such basics. This is not a series focused so much on doctrinal
foundations, but on other reminders that seem especially important for where we are right now.

REMINDER: Even as we have resumed our “in person” gatherings, we are
continuing to offer the LIVE STREAM option as well. As we have been for
the past several weeks, these can continue to be accessed through Facebook
LIVE. Remember, even if you don’t have an actual Facebook account, you can access this
through the following link: https://facebook.com/gosouthland.
Some specifics about how this will work while we are doing this hybrid:


As has been the custom during this season, have your supplies ready for the Lord’s
Supper. In the same way we have been doing it, you can participate “with us” at the
appropriate time in the service.



For those participating virtually, you can still use the same giving options (see p. 3).



We are still making it possible to take sermon notes even if you are participating
virtually. You can use your own supplies. Or, we will also keeping making note sheets
available as a PDF that you can print and use at home (see also the YouVersion option).
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CONNECT Groups
... a place to discover Christian community.
We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

For now (still through the end of July at the very least), we are not going to be having our 9am
programming officially - no Sunday School for kids and youth. Especially with capacity being at 50% for our
individual rooms (recently extended through the end of July), it is not feasible for us to be meeting in these
ways. At the same time, as Connect Groups want to meet, we will create spaces where that can happen.
Be looking for specific communication from the leaders of your Connect Group.

G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
One of our priorities as a church family is to GROW DEEP roots in our lives of faith (see Colossians 2:6-7). This is a goal that we want
to see happening throughout our ministries. Since Fall 2015, a specific and focused avenue for accomplishing this has been our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE” that runs through the school year. Though each session is somewhat unique in its
format (e.g. D-Groups, classes, etc.), they all are designed to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word.

Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

Instead of putting together a regular serving schedule (which would include much less due to a
limited schedule right now), leaders of different areas are contacting volunteers directly for the
month of July. There are still other occasional service opportunities; we are communicating
those as they arise through more direct means or on our Facebook page.
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

Our local ministry partners:

www.maranatha

www.cchonthe.net

www.ccozarks.
org/crosslines

biblecamp.org

www.417pcc.org

www.occ.edu

www.show-mehome.com

The Pregnancy Care Center’s 2020 fundraiser banquet – originally
scheduled for mid-April – has been postponed until August 29. Further, the
PCC recently had to make the adjustment to live streaming the event only (instead of doing it in a more traditional
setting). As we know more, we will share a way for you potentially to participate in this event.
There are some things we’ve traditionally done in these months to support our partners. We typically have done the
“Baby Bottle Boomerang” to raise funds for the PCC. We have done some sort of effort to bless CCH as they prepare for
ministry during a new school year. We have collected supplies for Show-Me leading up to their annual open house in
September. Then, there were events like the CCH golf tournament and the PCC’s Walk-for-Life. Many of these have been/
will be impacted by COVID-related challenges. We will be sharing more specifics if such things are able to happen this
year. Because of such changes, we want you to consider as an alternative giving a love offering to these partners as a
way of providing them direct support. Such ministries (our local ones, but our global ones as well) could certainly use
such extra gifts in a season like this. To do so, simply use the “memo” line of a check to designate a gift accordingly.
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters)
when available. This is really the only way one of our
partners can share with supporters as their location makes
any online presence too risky from a security standpoint.

Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-19
realities impact their locations significantly as well!
There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our
connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
So far, our 2020 mission trip to Anapra, Mexico - August 1-7 - is still a go. Rick is monitoring updates from
“Casas por Cristo” as well as tracking other information. We are praying that this trip can happen.
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