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Here at Southland, our ministries resume a more normal pace as 

we leave December behind and enter the new year. Check out the 

various sections of “The Vine” for plans and details as 2023 

begins. We’re looking forward to a great year ahead! 

Wednesday evenings, 

resuming January 11 

(see p. 14 for details) 

We hope you join us: meal served 
from 5:30-6:15 with ministry 

programming starting at 6:30. 
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
Congratulations to Elijah Young (son of Dylan & Jessica) 
who was immersed into Christ by Jessica on Sunday, December 11; 

it happened as part of the morning of our C.O.P. performance. 

We rejoice with Elijah in his decision to follow Jesus! 

A brief look back at our “Church FAMILY Christmas” from December … It 
was a great month together as we celebrated the season as a church 
FAMILY. From another delicious “Thanks-Mas” family dinner on 12/4 to the 
C.O.P. presentation of “A Play in a Manger” on 12/11 to the Christmas 
weekend, including our Christmas Eve service, the whole month was filled 
with what have become great traditions for us as a church family. 

 

The next special event for the whole church family is not for awhile; so there’s not as much to 
advertise in this space. There is obviously still a lot happening with our regular ministry 
programming and within individual Southland ministries. Those ongoing ways are a great way to 
experience the goodness of our church family life. 

A “THANK YOU” Note 
In response to how we’ve shown care and concern in various situations, 
we at times receive cards, notes, etc. expressing gratitude to the SCC 
family. Since there is not a great place to display these cards, we share 
them with you here in this section of “The Vine.” 

NOTE: We received the following note from Debbie Little after her recent knee surgery. 

“Dear Southland …  Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers. I so appreciate all the 
prayers for my knee replacement. Wonderful having a church family to have support. Also, 
thank you for the meals. - Love, Debbie Little” 

An Important Online Tool -  “Church Center: PEOPLE” 
We continue using this tool that’s part of “Planning Center” within the Southland 
FAMILY. One benefit of this feature is the online directory that those who have 
signed-up can access - through a secure log-in/password (you can access it here: 
https://people.planningcenteronline.com/). This is also available through an app 

called “Church Center App.” It’s a great tool for us to maintain connections with others in the 
Southland family. It also allows anyone with access to manage contact information. 

We also use the e-mail platform from the “PEOPLE” portion of Planning Center for 
communications. We are able to send messages to the full lists we’ve created. All of 
our family-wide e-mail communications now are coming from here: general 
information/updates and prayer requests. 

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/
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Another Online Tool for Communication: 
Facebook is another tool that we use for communication here at Southland. We 
have our general page that is public/visible for some basic information about us 
(this is what we use for our weekly live stream as well - see page 13 for more on 
that). We also have a page called “The Southland Scoop.” On this page, we 
share more specific church family-related information. If you’re not connected 
to this page, we encourage you to find it and connect with us in this way.  

Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
A GIVING-RELATED REMINDER 

2022 GIVING RECEIPTS … Receipts will be sent out later in January. As with 2021 

receipts, they’ll come to you in a  newer format as we’re using a different system now; for many, 
they’ll likely even arrive via e-mail as this new system allows for this. These receipts will include 
any means of giving (i.e. any donations/contributions whatever the specific form). Once you 
receive your statement, please double-check it against your own records. If you discover a 
discrepancy, please make sure you let the office know and we will work to get it corrected. Also, if 
you don’t receive a receipt by the end of January and need one, please let us know.  

Thank you for your faithful participation in giving!! 

We use an online platform called “Tithe.ly” as a giving option. It can be 

accessed through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app. Either way, you can find a page designed for Southland 

where you can give. In addition to regular giving, this can be used for 

other purposes like payment of fees (e.g. for Cultivate meals, Group Huddle meals, MOVE Conference 

payments, etc.). Especially when using this platform to make such a payment, we do ask that you 

cover any charges. There is certainly no requirement to use this tool, but we are grateful to have it 

available for those who choose to use it. 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE … For December 2022 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: December monthly tithe = $53,878 

00 (4 Sundays)  Average weekly tithe = $13,469 

50  

Fiscal/ministry year-to-date (September 2022 onward), our tithe is $156,737 for a weekly average 

around $8,700 … at this point, this projects to just shy of $452,800 annually. 

We obviously had a great December as we wrapped-up the calendar year of 2022. In addition to the 

significantly higher tithe, we also were able to sell the car that Karen Lyons titled over to the church 

upon her passing (we are certainly grateful for her doing this!). As a result of the previous “down” 

fiscal year, we had entered this year without much buffer in our General Fund, though we did have a 

couple of layers of reserves. Through these two realities from December, God has provided a decent 

amount of week-to-week relief. Of course, we still continue to work to manage where we are 

overall with wise stewardship - being realistic while still prioritizing ministry.  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
We’re getting to that time of year again when wintry weather becomes 

more of a possibility. Unfortunately, there are times when we have to 

cancel or adjust our regular schedule. These changes will be made as soon 

as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at least 2 hours 

prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways: 

 Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page 

 Via e-mail through the “Planning Center: PEOPLE” lists we regularly use. 

 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let 

the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change. 

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our 

plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make 

your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision. 

NOTE:   Even if conditions are not good because of weather, there is always the LIVE STREAM option. See 

page 13 for a reminder of how/where to access that. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 

Weekly ministry happenings - Southland FAMILY-wide: 

Sunday mornings at 9:15am … ministry programming for all ages including CONNECT 

Groups for adults (Sunday School for all kids and youth). See page 13 for specifics 

about groups that are meeting now - after 1/1, meeting as normal in January. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; you can join us “in person” or 

online via the live stream. 

Sunday evenings (normally from 6-8pm, a bit different for the semester kick-off on 1/8) … 

Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth (see p. 8 for more details).  

Wednesday evening CULTIVATE, a “GROW DEEP” ministry … 5:30 for dinner, 

6:30 for ministry programming each week which includes D-Groups studying 

Quest 52. We resume on January 11; check out page 14 for more information. 

Thursday mornings (10am start time) … WSA - Ladies’ Bible Study (see p. 11); this resumes  

January 12.  

Other specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

We try to consolidate into one list the dates you need to be aware of for the weeks ahead. 

Sunday, January 8 … normal 9:15am programming resumes. 

Sunday, January 8 … meeting for the Guatemala mission trip team at noon. 

Sunday, January 8 … Group Huddle kick-off from 5-9pm (see p. 8 for more details). 
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Wednesday, January 11 … CULTIVATE resumes on Wednesday evenings. 

Thursday, January 12 … WSA (Ladies’ Bible Study) resumes (see p. 11 for more details). 

Sunday, January 15 … normal Group Huddle resumes. 

Sunday, January 22 … Sanctity of Human Life Sunday (see p. 16 for more on this day). As 

part of this day, we highlight our partnership with the Pregnancy Care Center. 

Friday, January 27 … BTG meeting at 6pm. 

Sunday, January 29 … this is the due date for the non-refundable $65 deposit (the second 

one will be due in February). 

Friday, February 10 … Kids’ Winter Event (see p. 7 for details). 

Friday, March 10 and Saturday, March 11 … “Super Start” for kids in grades 4-6 (see p. 7 ). 

Spring Break Week … mission trip to Guatemala. 

In the next edition of “The Vine,” we’ll share some dates that are connected to events usually 

in late Spring and Summer (e.g. the youth yard sale, our “LIVE OUT: Service Day,” camp 

sessions, VBS, etc.). 

What MATTers to me … 
Part of my regular Bible reading plan had me in the book of Esther to wrap-up 2022. Nothing says, “Merry 
Christmas!” like that story, right?! Once again, I came away fascinated with the story. It’s the story of the Jewish 
people being rescued from a devious plot concocted by an official named Haman during the reign of King Xerxes. 
The whole story revolves around a series of “coincidences” (we know better). Queen Vashti just happens to get 
herself deposed because of her refusal to submit to the king’s whims … vacating her position as queen. A young 
Jewish woman named Esther just happens to become queen over a wide range of options available to King Xerxes 
… establishing her in a place of prominence which would become quite significant (the words found in 4:13-14 are 
likely the most well-known from the book). Her uncle, Mordecai, just happened to uncover a plot against the king 
and report it … granting him a place of favor in the eyes of King Xerxes and also stoking enmity with Haman who 
viewed him as a pesky nemesis. Such “coincidences” ultimately put all the right people in all the right places with 
all the right favor and opportunity to bring about the deliverance of the Jews from the scheming of Haman (who, 
incidentally, gets what he deserves in the end … naturally, given the way the story unfolds). 

Perhaps the coolest feature of the book of Esther is this: it’s the one book in the entire Bible where the word 
“God” doesn’t appear. In fact, there is no direct reference to Him at all … like, in any way whatsoever. Seems 
strange, doesn’t it?! Of course, that reality becomes all the more remarkable because it’s not as if all these things 
just happened to happen. No, anyone with knowledge of His history with His people knows this: there are no such 
things as random “coincidences” when it comes to His people! And yet, in the story of Esther, He works 
anonymously from the shadows, not in a way that is prominent. Weird. 

Yet, this reality about Esther is probably good for us to remember … especially when it’s challenging to see or 
even sense at all God’s presence at work around us. At those times, maybe it’s easy for us to wonder where He is 
and why He isn’t acting in an obvious way - in a way that we can see. That seems to be part of the reason for His 
“absence” in the story. Because even then - in fact, especially then - it is God who is unmistakably at work 
orchestrating events to bring about His purposes for His people. Indeed, He sovereignly reigns as King over all 
even when He does so covertly. Maybe that’s a reminder you need in your circumstances as we start this new 
year; may we trust His divine goodness and providence even when it’s hard to see what He’s up to! 
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Kids’ Programming during ENCOUNTER (10:30am on Sundays) 

Here’s what is happening for kids 5th grade and younger during this time slot: 

Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are available 
throughout our ENCOUNTER time every week. 

 (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon portion of 
service in the Great Room. Kids start with their families and then are dismissed at the 
appropriate time. Kid Encounter is meeting as normal throughout January. 

Lessons for January and February are focusing on stories of Jesus’ life and ministry. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

This is for those coming for the first time (it takes a little longer to 
provide some basic registration information) and for regulars.  

REMINDER:  We use this process for both time slots on Sundays so please 
check your kids in when you first arrive.  

Sunday School Classes for kids (9:15am on Sundays) 

Sunday School classes meet for all ages of kids each week 
(meeting as normal throughout January after 1/1) - in addition to 
nursery for our youngest ones, we have a pre-K class, a class for 
students in K - 2nd grade and a class for students in 3rd

 - 5th grades. 

After spending the Fall in C.O.P., kids (up through 5th grade, all middle school students are back 
with Les starting in January) have their own programming as part of CULTIVATE.  

The main content for this Winter/Spring session is on God’s awesome 
promises and how He always keeps them. Kids will be learning how He 
kept His Word to people like Abram, David, Zechariah and Elizabeth. 
They’ll also be reminded of the promises God makes to us when we’re 
afraid, lonely, sick or in any tough situation. These lessons will start on 
Wednesday, January 18 (after a fun first night back on January 11). 

CULTIVATE ministry programming meets from 6:30-7:45pm each week; check out 
page 14 for broader information about what is happening on Wednesday evenings. 
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An Upcoming Event for Kids (age 2 through 5th grade): 
 

Friday, February 10 
from 5-8pm 

 

Playing snow games … making snow cones and snow(!) … eating dinner together … watching a 
movie. It’s going to be a great night; and, parents can even drop off their kids and enjoy a date 
night while their kids are entertained. We’re looking forward to some winter fun together! 

A Note from Jessica re: C.O.P. 

Thank you C.O.P. team and kids for all your hard work; you all did an 
amazing job! It was so much fun putting together “A Play in a 
Manger.” I cannot wait for next year! 

Check out page 15 for a “thank you” to those who served as part of the 
C.O.P. team. It truly was another great production; we’re all grateful to 
the team and the kids for their work in making this happen! 

An Upcoming Event for Kids (4th through 6th grades): 

C.I.Y. “Super Start” 
in Tulsa, OK 

March 10-11 

“Super Start” is a high-energy C.I.Y. event designed especially for pre-teens. Jessica needs to 
know as soon as possible who wants to go - both kids and any parents who might attend as 
sponsors. This will help us make sure we get registered before space fills up. 

A few details: Cost is $70 (this includes all meals) 

 We’ll stay overnight at a church in the area (you’ll need to pack a sleeping bag, 
pillow, etc. in addition to clothes and bathroom supplies) 

 Leaving at 2pm on Friday, March 10 and returning at 8pm on Saturday, March 11. 

A Look Ahead to 2023 VBS - July 24-27, evenings: 

Believe it or not, as we turn the calendar to the new year, it’s time 
to start planning for our 2023 VBS.  

We’ve selected “Operation Arctic” as our theme for this year. 
During this VBS from Answers in Genesis, kids will explore the 
coolest Book on the planet - God’s Word. The Bible is an important 
part of our lives; this material will help it come to life in a fun way. 
Be looking for more information as we move into 2023! 
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After that kick-off event, normal GROUP HUDDLE resumes on Sunday, January 8. It’s a weekly time 

(6-8pm) for middle school and high school students who strive to love Christ and demonstrate His 

love to others. It offers a place for students to connect and dive into God’s Word as they participate 

in meaningful small groups and fellowship. 

GROUP HUDDLE Plans for the Upcoming Weeks: 

Sunday, 1/8 Winter Youth Kick-off - bowling at Sunshine Lanes (see above) 

Sunday, 1/15 “Flannel Fever” - Look and smell like a real lumberjack; just remember to 

leave your ax at the door! 

Sunday, 1/22 “Division Playoffs” - “Down, set, hut!” Show your support for your 

favorite NFL team. 

Sunday, 1/29 “Scooby Snack Night” - “Zoinks!” Join the gang to solve mysteries and 

devour delicious treats. 

Sunday, 2/5 “Pajama Party” - It’s not a complete night without a pillow fight; come 

lounge with us. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding several 

hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $30 for each 

student (this is an increase due to rising costs; this covers through May). Make 

checks payable to Southland. You can also do this through Tithe.ly by choosing 
the “Group Huddle meals” option; please cover the fee for this if you are using this option (see p. 3 
for more on using Tithe.ly). Parent volunteers are also welcome/needed to help with meals. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

Our offering is currently going to support Open Door Libraries/Reading for All. 

They offer a welcoming environment filled with Christian books, media and other 

resources for all ages. These are places where people can read, listen, relax and 

socialize in Amman, Jordan; Berlin, Germany and Prague, Czech Republic. 

GROUP HUDDLE NEWS 

 

2023 Winter Youth Kick-off … 
BOWL-O-RAMA 

Sunday, January 8 from 5-9pm 

Cost for bowling is $10/student 
(see below for an additional cost for dinner) 

 

“Let the good times roll with the winter youth kick-off.” Roll on over and show us your skills. 

No matter if it’s a gutter ball, a strike or a spare, we hope to see you there!  

The night includes a trip to Braum’s for a meal so make sure you bring money for that 
part of the evening as well. 
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for high school students - “move” 
The High School “MOVE” Conference 

July 17-21, 2023 

(for the graduating classes of 2023-2027)  

We are returning to John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas for “MOVE” in 2023. Because 

of how quickly registration fills up, we have already reserved spots based on an initial head count Les 

did (students and sponsors … we will deal with changes to our list of those attending as necessary/

possible along the way). 

The total cost of the MOVE Conference is $384 which includes the conference as well as some help 

with transportation cost. 

A non - refundable $65 pre-registration deposit for 2023 attendees is due on Sunday, 

January 29.  

A second $65 deposit will be due February 26 with the balance due later in June. 

 You can pay via checks (payable to Southland Christian Church with “MOVE”) in the memo line; 

 this can also be paid via Tithe.ly (see p. 3) by choosing the “MOVE Conference Payment” option 
… as with any other payments such as this, we do ask that you cover the fee for this.  

The annual youth yard sale is Friday, May 5 and Saturday, May 6; it’s a 

fundraiser that benefits all students attending the MOVE Conference.  

for MIDDLE School/high school 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (starts at 9:15am on Sunday mornings): We have separate Sunday School 

classes for our middle school and high school youth. The middle school class meets in Room #7; the 

high school class meets in Room #6. After a break through January 1, classes resume as 
normal on Sunday, January 8, 2023. 

Wednesday Evening CULTIVATE (6:30-7:45 each week). We resume on January 11, 2023 

after a break during this season. Our middle school/high school youth will be using season 2 from the 

popular series “The Chosen” as their content for this semester. 

In these cities, there are few evangelical churches and Christian resources are limited. These libraries 

help fill the gap by providing resources that would otherwise be unavailable, presenting Jesus Christ 

in intellectually and culturally appropriate ways for seekers and believers alike. Most recently, all three 

library locations have been a huge resource for the increasing refugee populations from neighboring 

countries like Syria and Ukraine. These libraries help offer hope by providing desperate people with 

reliable, safe organizations that can assist in resettlement. In the process, refugees visiting the 

libraries are met with compassionate care, prayer and love through the Word of God. Along the way, 

Open Door Libraries and Reading for All also double as centers for equipping pastors, training 

local leaders in Biblical studies and Christian counseling. 

We are partnering with Open Door Libraries and Reading for All throughout the Winter/Spring 

semester. We encourage you to give generously in our weekly offering - this includes offering 

collected in both Kid ENCOUNTER and Group Huddle. 
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Southland Women 
Happy New Year! I write this to you on the 3rd of January, 
and I’ll be honest – I’m disappointed in myself. I have 
accomplished very little so far in 2023. I could blame the 
busy weekend we had, or the fact that the kids haven’t 
started school yet. But the truth is, I’m the same person I 
was last year and that’s the real problem. You see, I’m a procrastinator. I’m weary. I’m disorganized. I’m 
unmotivated. I get distracted very easily. And somehow the turning of a calendar page, or even the change of 
an old calendar to a new one, didn’t make me a different person.  

I have a complicated relationship with a new year. I like that “blank slate” feeling where “The possibilities are 
endless!” and “Anything can happen!” But, do you know what actually happens? Exactly the same thing that 
happened last year. The same frustrations. The same faults and foibles. And then, I become discouraged. My 
idealist side wars with my realist side; and, I realize again that if anything in my life is going to change 
significantly, it’s going to require intentional effort from me. It’s going to take grit and determination. I’m 
going to have to be disciplined. And then I can easily decide that it’s too hard. That it takes too much. That I 
don’t have it in me.  

I feel like the Apostle Paul understood what I’m feeling. He writes in Romans 7, verses 15 through 25: 

 “15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I 
do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, 
but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful 
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good 
I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do - this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want 
to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 
21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my 
inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law 
of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I 
am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers 
me through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 

I find that comforting to read, and I feel less alone. Even Paul, as passionate about righteousness as he was, 
knew what it was like to be frustrated with himself. To want to be more, to be better, to be closer to where he 
wanted to be. And it’s also comforting to see where he ends that section: Jesus is the One who delivers us 
from sin, we don’t do it ourselves. He accepts us in our humanity while at the same time offering redemption 
and salvation, not based on our effort or goodness or strength, but rather based on His. He does the work of 
renewing and refining, and, as we cooperate with the Holy Spirit’s work, we are brought further along and we 
grow more and more into who He wants us to be.  
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 
8th grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Box Top Girls 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life 
stages to spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW 
DEEP” ministry) while forming bonds with sisters in Christ.  

WSA meets on Thursdays at 10am in the Gathering Room; 
we finish by noon, but occasionally even before then. 

After a break during the past several weeks, WSA resumes Thursday, January 12 at 10am. 

Over the next several weeks (from January 12 through early March), we’ll be in a study on 
the letters of John. We’ll be using content from RightNow Media - a video series on these 3 
letters taught by Tony Evans. At the heart of our faith in Christ is fellowship with God. In 
this series, Evans walks through these letters to help us consider what it looks like to live in 
love, obedience and truth. Each week, we will watch the video messages on RNM and then 
spend time reflecting on the content as well as the text behind it.  

You know what else brings me comfort? Thinking about this passage:  

22 The faithful love of the LORD never ends!  
     His mercies never cease. 
23 Great is His faithfulness; 
     His mercies begin afresh each morning. 

       - Lamentations 3:22-23 

Do you hear it? We don’t have to wait out the rest of the year before getting another fresh start! God’s 
mercies are new every morning! Each day I can purpose to do my best, and each night I can rest knowing He is 
still holding me. Whether I accomplished all I wanted to in that day or not, I am loved and redeemed. Even if I 
got nothing productive done, I can rest in Jesus, knowing He is with me and I don’t have to earn His favor. 
And, on the days I accomplish a lot, He doesn’t love me any more! His love is constant and steady and doesn’t 
wax or wane depending on my activities or productivity or feelings. And those thoughts are balm to my soul. I 
can stop striving out of desperation while still striving to be who He has made me to be. The difference is 
subtle but significant.  

So enjoy this new year. Make your goals and work hard. Be disciplined. Start new healthy habits. Get 
organized. But, please remember you are loved just as much on your worst day as you are on your best day. 
And God’s mercies are new each and every morning, not just in a new year. 

The next regular BTG 
meeting is Friday, 

January 27. 

BTG meetings are from 
6-8:15pm and dinner is 

included (no cost). 
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar 

As we move into 2023, we’re launching into a sermon series on the Holy Spirit. 
We’re not nearly as familiar with this 3rd person in the Trinity, especially when 
contrasted with God, the Father, or Jesus Christ, the Son. Yet, within our 
experience of a life of faith, He’s really the One who is nearest to us according to 
the New Testament. Indeed, He is God’s ongoing/indwelling PRESENCE in each 
of us as followers of Jesus (hence the title for this series!). Some are overly 
obsessed with the more spectacular aspects of His work. Others, in response, are 
apprehensive about the topic and so almost avoid Him. In between, there is a 
healthy perspective that embraces the blessings of this One God has given to us 
and even placed within us so that we can flourish in this our lives of faith. 

Here’s a broad look at where we’re headed in this series (we’ll share more specifics along the way): 

January 8 … we launch into this series with a general introduction to the Holy Spirit, especially focusing on the 
benefit God intends Him to bring about as His ongoing/indwelling presence in our lives. 

January 15 through sometime in February (likely 2/26) … after that introductory week, we’ll spend each week 
considering a different way the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives. What He does and how we can best respond to 
His work within us. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

A Note Re: Our Worship Leading 

We wanted to pass along some news re: our worship team. Jared Wilson has served - along with Rick and 

Kendall - as part of our worship-leading trio since Fall of 2020. Jared shared with the Southland leadership 

back in the Fall that he would need to step back from that specific role of leading (a role that requires 

extra time and commitment to fulfill). This is due to an upcoming job transition which will include some 

degree of a re-location as well. As a result, Sunday, January 1, 2023 was his last week serving in this 

capacity as one of our worship leaders.  

We are certainly grateful to Jared for his broader involvement in our worship team for several years now, 

and especially for his willingness to use his gifts in this specific way. In fact, he had even written a few of the 

songs we sang during this stretch when he led. It has been so easy to see his heart for Christ and for worship 

during his time serving in this way. God has blessed so many within the Southland family with musical 

talents. Like in many other areas, this is one where people’s willingness to use those gifts blesses us all. So, 

thank you, Jared, for serving and giving of yourself in worship as you have led; you have certainly blessed 

the Southland family along the way! So you know, we do plan to take a moment to honor Jared and 

express our appreciation to him sometime in January during our Encounter time. 

On a broader level, leadership is beginning to process what the future holds within our worship ministry. For 

now, we are continuing on with Rick and Kendall serving as leaders … of course, so many others are 

involved in this team as well. As always, if you are willing to serve in this ministry - either instrumentally or 

vocally - please contact one of them. 
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CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

One of our priorities here at Southland is providing a place where relational family connections can develop. 

Because of what we see about this in the New Testament, we emphasize this within our process statement as 

one of the key ways we can grow and be equipped in faith. That’s a big part of what our CONNECT Groups are all 

about - a small group relational context for reflecting on God’s Word and praying together. These are a great 

place to get connected with others in the Southland family. 

Here are our Connect Groups - they meet at 9:15am (we do have Sunday School classes for kids/youth as well):  

(1) One part of the former “LAUNCH” group - more for college-aged students … in Room #5. 

(2) The other part of the former “LAUNCH” group - those who are moving beyond the college years (a 

new group started in September 2022) … in the Fellowship Hall. 

(3) A group for those previously in the Branch and the Refuge - more those who still have kids in the 

house and/or still in more of the career stage-of-life … in the Great Room. 

(4) A group for those previously in the Empty Nesters and Free at Last - those who are nearing or at 

retirement age … in the Gathering Room (off of the Great Room). 

It’s been good to have these groups meeting. As we enter into the new year, this is an especially good time to 

make connecting with others in your church family a priority; these groups are a great place for that to happen! 

After a different schedule for the month of December (and 

even into 2023 with groups not meeting on 1/1), regular 

Connect Groups resume Sunday, January 8.  

It’s a great time to get connected! 

 

We do offer a LIVE STREAM of our worship service through 

Facebook LIVE. You can access it directly from our website itself: 

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online or through our FB page. Even 

though this format is not as ideal as “in-person” participation - the 

much better way for our family to be together to worship - we do value this online option as 

an alternative. Whatever the reason you are not able to be present, you can still stay 

connected to your church family this way. 

The live stream also means that past services remain available on our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland … they should still be accessible at this location 

even without an account). If you missed a week and want to catch-up, you can do so there.  

http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
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G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

 
We have already shared a flyer with details about this upcoming session; you can find it through this 

link if you’re viewing this electronically: Winter/Spring 2023 Cultivate Session (as always, paper 

copies are also available on the Cultivate counter in the foyer).  

As a reminder of the basic timing, a meal is served from 5:30-6:15 each week (the cost is now $4/

person with a max of $15/family) and then ministry programming for all ages from 6:30-7:45. 

For our D-Group content, we are continuing on in a book called Quest 52 - sessions 

specifically focused on Jesus and our pursuit of Him (i.e. discipleship). At the display in 

the foyer, we have made available a schedule of the chapters we’re using for this 

semester through the end of April. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

In so many different ways, just like any FAMILY, we function as we do because of the willing-

hearted servants who BUILD UP others through serving.  

At this point, there are not any specific areas of service to highlight where we have a current 

pressing need for volunteers. Of course, there are several ongoing ways where you can get 

involved; and we encourage you to do so. See the blue flyer at the display by the Welcome 

Center for more details about volunteer opportunities. Let the staff team know if there are 

ways you are willing and wanting to get involved in serving.  

As we move into the new year of 2023, maybe it’s a great opportunity for you to find a way to 

either get involved in serving your church family or even stretch yourself with a new role. 

See the next page for “Thank you’s” from our annual 

celebration of Christmas at Southland; it requires extra 

volunteer help and we are grateful for those who serve! 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Spring-Winter_2023_CULTIVATE_flyer.pdf
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Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

1/8 Donna Lillard Kristin Londeen Stefani Hall 

1/15 Melissa Wilcox Anna Moore Jessica Young 

1/22 Susan Graves Andrea Conboy Jamie Millican & Anna Randleman 

1/29 Julie Brothers Jessica Young Les Londeen 

SERVING SCHEDULE Areas for January 2023 (post-1/1) 

 
Foyer Hosts / Greeters 

(from 10:15 on / from 10:15-10:40) 
Computer Team Serving Team Leader 

1/8 
Pat & Debbie Little 

Great Room Connect Group 
Dan Gray Doug Graves 

1/15 
A.J. & Terra Gegg 

3rd
 - 5th Grade Sunday School Class 

Tommy Hall Ben Jennings 

1/22 
Doug & Susan Graves 

Fellowship Hall Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

1/29 
Ben & Debbie Jennings 

Gathering Room Connect Group 
Nate Jennings Les Londeen 

A “thank you” to Carolyn Burros, Pat Cramer and Carol Ricke (who also helped in 

taking things down post-Christmas) - along with Kristie - for decorating the building for 

Christmas; it was a much different task without the limitations stemming from the color 

purple, apparently. We appreciate your work in making the building look so festive! 

A “thank you” to those who helped with our Thanks-Mas event: from those who helped 

with the meal (Kristie, as always, did a lot of the prep and Rick smoked the delicious 

pork), to those who helped with set-up (led by Mark Miller), to Les for emceeing the fun 

games, to those who pitched in extra to help clean-up the kitchen like Waylon & Skye 

Doty, Kristin Londeen and Vicki Wade … not to mention all the different ones who 

provided sides and/or a dessert (a long list of names - too long to list every one!). We’re 

grateful to those who helped make this event happen. 

A “thank you” to those who provided a casserole for our breakfast on Sunday, December 

11 (too many to list each one individually). It all contributed to a great morning! 

An especially big “thank you” to the “Children of Praise” team led by Jamie Millican 

and Jessica Young along with Abi Hoenshell and Madison Lillard. So much went in to 

making another fantastic program happen - they were working with the kids on 

Wednesday evenings from back in September. We’re especially grateful for the service of 

these individuals. Of course, a “thank you” to the kids as well for their efforts! There were 

also several involved from the tech end of things: Aiden Simpson and Dylan Young each 

week as well as Nate Martin and Karl Simpson for the program itself.  

Again, so many different people invested themselves above and beyond for our annual 

celebration of the Christmas season at Southland. As a church family, we were blessed by 

your service and most grateful for it! 
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To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates when available (now around the corner 

from the foyer to the main hallway). This is really the only way one 

of our partners can communicate with us. Their location makes any 

online presence too risky from a security standpoint. We do regularly 

make their newsletters available as they come in. 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through 

our connection to them, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. In 

addition to an upcoming mission trip (scheduled for the week of Spring Break in March), 

don’t forget their child sponsorship program; check out their website for more details. 

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

Two Special Days Upcoming: 

On Sunday, January 22, we will again be recognizing “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday” - a day to affirm our 

commitment to the value and dignity of human life as created by God. Part of this day includes an opportunity to 

highlight our partnership with the Pregnancy Care Center and their ministry. Even with changes to what’s legal in the 

U.S., there are still many ways where we need to continue emphasizing this priority. 

Just a heads-up: One of our favorite days on the calendar at Southland is what we call our “LIVE 

OUT: Service Day.” For several years now, it’s been a day for us church-wide to be intentional 

about focusing on SERVICE - living out an active love. We are looking again at a date in early May 

for this in 2023 (we’ll confirm that soon). Be looking for more info on that as we move toward the 

Spring and make it a priority to join us for this great day! 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

