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May we experience God’s blessings 
individually and collectively as we 

follow after Him! 
It’s a time of increased activity as we head into 

2021. Check out the various sections of “The 
Vine” for plans and details in the new year. 

Check out page 12 for our plans as 

we resume a more normal Sunday 
morning schedule heading into 

2021 … 9:30am.  
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Southland “FAMILY” News 
Just like in so many other areas of our lives, 2020 brought about many adjustments to our lives 
as a church family. That naturally extended into the Christmas season as well. Typically, 
December is filled with various activities as we celebrate Jesus’ birth during the month. While 
there were casualties (e.g. the kids’ C.O.P. program), we are still grateful to have been able to 
hold a modified Thanks-Mas FAMILY gathering and our annual Christmas Eve service. Even with 
all the changes that may have happened in your Southland family and your earthly family, we 
hope you had a blessed Christmas season! 

As we head into 2021, we are looking forward to the new year. Hopefully, that can include 
resuming so many of our traditional FAMILY-focused events that we had to adjust or even cancel 
altogether last year. As we’ve done throughout this COVID-impacted season, we will continue 
striving for the balance between what is safe/healthy/wise on the one hand and what allows us to 
carry-out the ministry of Southland, within our church FAMILY and beyond, on the other hand. 
May His blessings be upon us as we head into 2021! 

As we have in previous editions, we wanted to provide the following 
reminders and updates in this gradual re-gathering phase. Much of this is 
repeated from previous months, but we wanted to make sure we keep it in 
front of our church family as people are returning to participate with us “in 
person” (material that is specifically new is in blue). As we mentioned before, 
during this season of COVID-19, we are striving to implement in a reasonable 
and responsible way the guidelines that have been established. This includes 

keeping up-to-date with changing information. We want to be as safe and healthy as possible 
even as we move forward as a church family. 

An important update to highlight (for now, extended at least into April): 

Our property is within Springfield city limits. Accordingly, we are 
included under the city’s mask ordinance. For specific details about 
this requirement (please note that there are exceptions related to 
criteria such as age, pre-existing conditions, the possibility of 
appropriate distancing, etc.), you can access it here:  

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417 

Beyond those specific exceptions, we ask that people adhere to the masking regulation 
whenever they are participating in our church family life at Southland.  

Some specific details for Sunday mornings: 

We continue to take a HYBRID approach - both an “in person” gathering and a live stream 
at the same time. Check out page 11 for information about the live stream option. Even with 
some of our elective classes at 9:30am, we are striving to make an online option available for 
those who have not yet returned in person. 

Throughout our ministries, we continue to work to maintain appropriate distancing as much 
as possible. Within our 9:30am ministries, we are using the 50% capacity guidelines for our 
rooms; in some cases, that may not mean a full 6-feet of separation (masking especially 
applies to such scenarios) though we will do our best. During our 10:30am ENCOUNTER, we 
continue to work to provide adequate seating with as much spacing as possible. 

https://www.springfieldmo.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/14780?fileID=203417
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Some specific details for Sunday mornings (cont.): 

As we get into 2021, we are resuming our pre-ENCOUNTER 
ministry programming - now with a 9:30am start time instead of 
9am. This includes Sunday School classes for our kids and youth as 
well as the Launch group for college-age young people. We also 
are starting a round of two-month elective classes. See page 12 for more details on these 
options or click on this link: Sunday mornings at 9:30 (early 2021) - paper copies are available 
at the Welcome Center as well. . 

See page 11 for more information about how we are approaching the Lord’s Supper and 
offering during our ENCOUNTER gatherings at 10:30am. 

At this point, we have resumed all typical 10:30am kids’ ministry programming as before. 

Especially in the midst of this season, it continues to be increasingly important for us to make sure 
we have good ways of communicating with the church FAMILY - especially electronically. That’s 
all the more true as we need to keep making adjustments.  

On Facebook, we have a general public page, but also a more internal group called “The 
Southland Scoop.” We use this for more ongoing updates to the Southland family. If you’re 
not connected to this, find the page and request to be a member so you can be up-to-date.  

We also use e-mail as a main means of communication (e.g. prayer requests and other 
updates); please make sure we have your best address. 

We’re looking forward to a special day 
on Sunday, January 3 … “CCH Day.”  

This is a day we have set aside to highlight our 
partnership with Christian Campus House at MSU, 
one of our long-standing local ministry partners.  

Part of being a church FAMILY means having these connections even beyond ourselves here at 
Southland - extended family, if you will. In keeping with that, it’s a good thing for us to take the 
time to highlight these connections. That’s what this day is about as we focus on CCH. 

As part of this day, Dave Embree is sharing during a combined Connect Group time at 9:30am 
(this will be the first week we return to our pre-10:30 ministry programming). Then, during our 
10:30 ENCOUNTER time, our worship will involve many from CCH and Dave is preaching. Both 
portions will be available through “Facebook LIVE.” It’s going to be a great day for us to help 
promote our partnership with Christian Campus House. 

A STAFF-related Update ...  

Since mid-Summer of 2020, Debbie Jennings has served in a part-time role (about 7 hours a 
week) handling many of the financial aspects at Southland. Like many organizations of our 
size, we do also have a partnership with a local small business who offers us support for 
certain aspects of this (e.g. payroll, professional advice, etc.). All of this has put us in a great 
spot with covering these roles. Starting in January, Debbie is also going to take on some of 
the additional office-related roles as well (another aspect of Deb Nelson’s role), essentially 
doubling her hours. This is increasingly needed as things pick-up into 2021. We are grateful 
for the way that Debbie has fit into our staff team and look forward to her ongoing service! 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Early_2021_Sunday_mornings.pdf
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Other general  Reminders  &  Info 

PROPERTY Update: 
We’ve been using this space to provide updates regarding the property. There has 

obviously been a good deal of work happening with the development next to us. Within 

the first portion of 2021, we’ll end up having a new free-standing Starbucks as our 

neighbors. Obviously, the process of construction has ongoing implications for us.  

 Our main entrance/driveway off of Republic Road is now re-opened and available for use. This 

should continue to be the case from here forward. 

 Part of the overall development includes a newly-asphalted area along the south edge of our 

parking lot. That exists as a drive to the new development; part of that will also include a new 

row of parking (once it is striped, of course) for us.  

Obviously, this whole process has had an impact on our property in general. We look forward to this 

phase gradually being completed into 2021. We thank you for your patience in this process and do ask 

that it continues; it’s a part of how we can be good neighbors through it all. 

NOTE:   We do still have funds set aside from the property sale to continue addressing property 

improvements (e.g. re-sealing/re-striping our parking lot) and other maintenance needs. 

About GIVING during this season (a reminder) … 

The following options for giving are still available: 

1. You can mail a check to the church - 1630 W. Republic … Springfield, MO 65807. 

2. You can use the “Online Bill Pay” option from your banking website. 

3. We are continuing to use an online giving platform called “Tithe.ly” - it can be 

accessed directly through their website (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996) or 

through the app available at your app store. That will take you directly to a page 

designed for Southland where you can give. 

2 GIVING-RELATED REMINDERS 
RE: GIVING RECEIPTS for 2020 … Receipts will be sent out later in January. This will include any means of 
giving (i.e. any donations/contributions whatever the specific form). Once you receive your statement, please make sure 
you double-check it against your own records. If you discover a discrepancy, please make sure you let the office know 
and we will work to get it corrected. Also, if you don’t receive a receipt by the end of January and should have, please 
let us know. Thank you for your faithful participation in this privilege of giving!! 

As a reminder, we only do this tracking because we are supposed to provide such giving receipts for tax 
purposes. In other words, it’s for your benefit, nothing we do for our own purposes. 

RE: GIVING ENVELOPES … we do have giving envelopes available if you prefer to 
use them. Of course, it is the only real way for us to make sure any cash giving is properly 
attributed. They are available at the Welcome Center. NOTE: any giving done by check or any 
electronic means is automatically attributed with or without an envelope. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1302996
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IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
It’s that time of year again when wintry weather becomes more possible. 

Unfortunately, there are times when we have to cancel or adjust our regular 

schedule because of the inclement weather. These changes will be made as soon 

as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at least 2 hours prior to 

start time) and communicated in these main ways: 

 On the front page of our website:  www.gosouthland.org  

 Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page 

 Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list”  

 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let 

the office know (via phone call or e-mail) if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather 

requires a schedule change. 

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our 

plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make 

your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision. 

NOTE:   Obviously, the realities of 2020 have moved us to a position where, even if conditions are not 

good because of weather, we should always be able to make available some form of live stream 

on Sunday mornings. Just a small ongoing side benefit from the past year. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. Many ministries 

and events are impacted by COVID; below, we have highlighted what is currently planned. 

Sunday mornings at 9:30am (re-launching as we get into 2021) … our pre-ENCOUNTER 

ministry programming resumes on Sunday, January 3. See page 12 for more information. 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our ENCOUNTER service - the time when we 

gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God; this is being offered both as an 

“in person” option and joining us via the live stream (see p. 11). 

Sunday evenings from 6-8pm (see pp. 8-9 for the schedule into the start of 2021) … Group 

Huddle for middle school and high school youth. 

Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:30am, starting January 14 and running into Febraury … 

WSA (Ladies’ Bible study); see page 10. 

Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date): 

Sunday, January 3 … “CCH Day” at Southland - this is a day we have set aside to highlight 

our partnership with Christian Campus House at MSU, one of our long-standing local 

partners. See page 3 for more details about this day. This is also the day when we will start 

our 9:30 ministry programming; see page 3 for more details on this. 

Sunday, January 10 … Group Huddle resumes with a winter kick-off for middle school/high 

school youth; see page 8 for more information. 
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Specific Events to Highlight (listed by date - cont.): 

Thursday, January 14 … the beginning date for a new session of WSA (Women Set Apart Bible 

study); see page 10 for details. 

Sunday, January 17 … “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday” - a day to affirm our commitment to 

life and its value.  

Sunday, January 17 … due date for a non-refundable $65 deposit for those attending this 

Summer’s MOVE Conference (see p. 9). 

Sunday, January 17 … normal Group Huddle resumes (see pp. 8-9). 

Friday, January 29 … BTG (6-8:15pm) - the retreat day will be some Saturday in February; 

see page 10. 

NOTE:   As always, we will strive to communicate specific adjustments when/as they become 

more known. Stay tuned! 

In the next edition of “The Vine,” we’ll share some longer-term dates that are connected to 

events usually in late Spring and Summer (e.g. the youth yard sale, our “LIVE OUT: Service 

Day,” camp sessions, VBS, etc.). 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … For December 2020 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening as it relates to giving at 
Southland. We are providing these month-by-month snapshots with a total for the ministry year. 

INCOME: Regular tithe = $55,983 

00 (4 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $11,196 

60  

  Regular tithe for this ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021) = $167,933  

00  

  Average weekly tithe = $9,878 

41  which projects out to over $500,000 annually. 

For this new ministry year (September 2020 through August 2021), our projected budgetary need is again 

in the $430,000 range. This is based on our definite expenses plus some potential additions as we move 

through this year. That breaks down to somewhere in the $8,200-$8,300 weekly range. 

We again carried forward into this ministry year a very healthy balance in our accounts. Additionally, we 

have had a great first 4 months … obviously. Some of that comes from some year-end giving (a typical 

reality for us). It all puts us in a great spot as we move into 2021 as we strive to carry-out the work of 

ministry. We are grateful for God’s ongoing provision through your faithful participation in giving!  

Just a reminder to help us get prayer needs communicated more 

efficiently:  we need requests intended for the whole church FAMILY to 

be sent to the prayer@gosouthland.org address. It would also be good 

for you to contact the office or any staff member to make sure we are aware that a prayer request needs 

PRAYER 
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       (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Here’s what is happening currently for our kids in the 10:30am slot: 

 Nursery and “Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER” (for kids up through Kindergarten) are meeting 
 throughout the whole service. 

 “Kid ENCOUNTER” (1st through 5th grades) meets during the sermon 
portion of service in the Great Room. Kids begin in the service with 
their families and are dismissed at the appropriate time. 

Beginning in 2021, our kids are going to be in a curriculum called simply 
“Books of the Bible.” Over the course of 12 weeks, they are going to 
learn about the different 66 books. These lessons include creative 
teaching ways to help kids remember what each of the books is about. 
We’re grateful for Les and the rest of our volunteer team who work to 
help our kids grow in their knowledge of God’s Word! 

A MISSIONS-RELATED NOTE … see page 9 (the “Group Huddle Missions” heading) for 
a reminder about where the “Kid ENCOUNTER” offering is going this school year. 

 

Kids’ Sunday School Classes - Resuming in 2021: 
Now that we are in 2021, we are resuming (in a modified way) our Sunday School classes for 
kids - just starting at 9:30am instead of 9am. We have slightly adjusted the age breakdowns 
for the time being as follows: 

 Nursery is available during this time slot for our youngest ones. 

 Our pre-K class for kids ages 2 through 5 meets in the nursery area and Room #1. 

Our K-2nd grade class meets in Room #3.  

Our 3rd-5th grade class meets in Room #4.  

REMINDER: All kids in these age groups check-in at the nursery counter. 

We use a check-in process on Sunday mornings for those who are 
participating in our ministries for kids (birth through 5th grade).  

For those who are coming for the first time, please stop by and 
provide registration information to check-in your child(ren).  

For those who are already in the system, we simply need you to stop 
by, check-in your kids and get their sticker. 

A reminder as we resume 9:30am ministries: we use this process for both time slots 
on Sundays so please check your kids in when you first arrive. Of course, you only need to 

do it once each morning (it can cover both ministries/time slots).  
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GROUP HUDDLE (ms & hs) NEWS 

“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time for middle school and high school students.  

After some time off around Christmas and the new year (plus the kick-off on 
1/10), normal meetings resume on Sunday, January 17 - 6-8pm. 

GROUP HUDDLE in January: 

Sunday, 1/17 REPRESENT IT! … “Football Fan Zone” (“Down, set hut!” Show your 

support for your favorite team with a jersey, shirt or face paint.) 

Sunday, 1/24 WEAR IT! … “Flannel Fever” (Look and smell like a real lumberjack! 

Just remember to check your ax at the door.) 

Sunday, 1/31 CHEER IT! … “Mascot Mayhem” (We’ve matched silly costumes with 

ridiculous competitions; don’t miss it!) 

As part of our children’s ministry, we will be scheduling some 
events specifically designed for kids in 2021 .  Some of this has 
been challenging in this COVID-season. Just know that this is our 
desire and intention as we move into the new year. Be watching for 
information in future editions of “The Vine” as well as on the 
“Southland Scoop” and our “Parents Page” on Facebook (let us know 
if you need to get connected to those pages). 

 

SUMMER 2021 … We are already looking forward to our normal camp sessions (in June) and 
being able to actually have a real VBS again this year (late July or early August). We do not 
have the dates all confirmed yet, but will hope to share those in the next edition of “The Vine.” 

A Reminder about “Children of Praise” (C.O.P.): 
While we are resuming in a modified way a more normal Sunday morning 
schedule, we decided NOT to do the same with Wednesday evenings in 
early 2021. With this broader decision not to resume CULTIVATE, that 
obviously includes “Children of Praise” (C.O.P.)” for our young people. 
At this point, we fully intend on being ready for C.O.P. in the Fall of 2021 
on Wednesday evenings. 

2021 Winter Youth Kick-off 

Bowling night - cost is $10/student (includes shoes) 

Sunday, January 10 from 5-8pm 

“Let the good times roll with the winter youth kick-off.” Roll 

on over and show us your skills. No matter if it’s a gutter ball, a strike 

or a spare, we hope to see you there! Concessions are available: hot 

dogs, nachos, popcorn and more. 

NOTE:   Appropriate COVID-related precautions will be taken for this 
event both by Southland the host bowling alley. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR MS/HS 
We are resuming (in a modified way) our ministry programming prior to our 10:30 

ENCOUNTER - at 9:30am instead of 9am. For our youth, that includes separate Sunday School 

classes for our middle school and high school youth. 

  Middle School in Room #6 

  High School in the Gathering Room (off of the Great Room) 

On January 3, Dave Embree from Christian Campus House will be sharing during this time; 
and so, the high school students will be included in this combined time for this Sunday only. 

2021 ciy conference updates 
Middle School “BELIEVE” Conference: Unfortunately, CIY has already made the 

decision to suspend their “BELIEVE” Conferences for the Spring of 2021. This includes 

the one our middle school students would typically attend. The impacts of COVID-19 

make it too challenging to move forward with planning, especially given the ongoing 

uncertainty even as we move into this new year. 

High School “MOVE” Conference (for the classes of 2021-2015): This 

year’s theme for MOVE is “FOR ALL FOREVER!” No matter who you are … no 

matter where you’re from … no matter how good you think you are, or how bad 

… the Gospel is still for you. Check out the CIY website for more information on this theme: 

https://new.ciy.com/move/2021 (if viewing electronically, you can click directly on that link). 

WHEN:   Monday, July 19 through Saturday, July 24 

WHERE:   John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas 

COST:   The total cost is $334/student; a non-refundable deposit of $65 is due on 

Sunday, January 17 (this is non-refundable even if CIY has to cancel the 
conference). A second deposit of $65 is due by Sunday, April 28. 

To help with the cost, we will hold our annual “youth yard sale” fundraiser sometime in the Spring. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of feeding 

several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents to send $25 

for each student attending from your household (that covers the 

whole semester, through May). 

NOTE:   Meals are still being served in an appropriate way for this COVID-season and 
students are being more spread out for seating. 

GROUP HUDDLE and CHILDREN’S MISSIONS: 

For this current school/ministry year, we are supporting a familiar mission located in a North 

African country, just highlighting another amazing team member. Lisa is a music teacher in an 

international school, a Bible study instructor, worship leader and a part of the broader team of 

missionaries as she does discipleship work with young women. Thanks for your support so 
far; let’s keep it up into the new year! 

https://new.ciy.com/move/2021
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southlandwomen 

BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers.  

Be looking for more details about the annual BTG retreat day - morning and 
early afternoon on a Saturday in February (date t.b.a.).  

Box Top Girls 
The next regular BTG 

meeting is Friday, 
January 29. 

BTG meetings are 
from 6-8:15pm and 
dinner is included 

(no cost). 

Women’s Ministry Events 
At this point, we are looking toward Spring (March?) for the timing of our next 
women’s ministry event. We’ll communicate more as we get closer to that time. 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life stages to 
spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW DEEP” ministry) while 
forming bonds with sisters in Christ. The tagline is “Intentional Learning for 
Intentional Living.”   

Details about the next session of WSA: 

Thursdays from 9:30-11:30am starting January 14 running through February 18 

An 6-week video series called Uninvited: Living Loved when You 
Feel Less Than, Left Out and Lonely by Lysa TerKeurst 

Here’s a description from the publisher: 
"Rejection steals the best of who I am by reinforcing the worst of 
what’s been said to me. Rejection is a tough emotion to deal with. 
It’s harsh, hurtful, daunting. It has an ability to poison relationships 

from the inside out, including our relationship with God. 
In this study, Lysa reminds us we are destined for a love that can 
never be diminished, tarnished, shaken, or taken - a love that does 
not reject or uninvite. With Jesus you are forever safe, accepted, 

held, completely loved and always invited in.” 
In addition to the video sessions, a book and a study guide are available … let Kristie Martin know if you 

would like one (each costs $10 if you are able to do that, but please don’t hesitate to get one even if 
that’s a challenge for you).  

Coffee and supplies for hot tea are available during WSA - in addition to growing deeper through the study, 
it’s an opportunity to grow relationships with other Southland women as well. 
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar  
Dave Embree from Christian Campus House is preaching on Sunday, 
January 3 as part of “CCH Day.” 

On January 10, we will launch into our first main sermon series for 2021 
(likely running through February). Specific details are still in the works. 

If you are looking to catch past sermons, at this point, the best way to access those would be through our main 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland). The full service LIVE STREAMS are all available there on 

the main page if you keep scrolling or can be found quickly on the “VIDEOS” portion. 

Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

Our Sunday morning “HYBRID” - both “in person” gathering and online. 

We continue to offer the LIVE STREAM option through Facebook 

LIVE. We now have it set-up for you to be able to access the live stream 

directly from our website: http://gosouthland.org/watch-online. Of 

course, it can still be accessed through our Facebook page as well. 

Some specifics about how this is working: 

 The LORD’S SUPPER … If you are joining us “in person,” we have pre-packaged kits 

with the bread and juice in a single-sealed unit; these are available at each of the 

auditorium entrances. If you are participating online, please have your Lord’s Supper 

supplies ready. We fully intend to return to a more typical way of serving communion - 

as soon as that is seen as a safe and reasonable step for us to take. 

 OFFERING … We also have boxes at each auditorium entrance to collect offering. Of 

course, however you are participating (in person or online), you can still use the other 

giving options we’ve highlighted on page 4. 

 We are still making it possible to take sermon notes even if you are participating 

virtually. You can use your own supplies. Or, we are making note sheets available as a 

PDF that you can print and use at home (see also the YouVersion option below). 

A note about SEATING: we continue to do all we can to make sure we have adequate seating 

in this COVID-19 season … while still maintaining appropriate distancing. This includes 

overflow seating available in the Fellowship Hall - albeit with the LIVE STREAM. Some have 

even volunteered to help out by going in there if/as it becomes necessary on a Sunday. Most 

importantly at this point, know that we are working to address any issues that arise. 

A reminder about MUSIC and WORSHIP during our ENCOUNTER time ... 

At present, we have some from within our talented worship team who are sharing the point/lead role on 

Sunday mornings: Rick Randleman from a staff leadership role plus Jared Wilson and Kendall Wooldridge. Just 

like in other areas of our ministries, we are grateful to have people willing to use their God-given giftedness to 

serve and BUILD UP others. Even as we move into 2021, this is our plan within our worship ministry. 

If you are willing to serve as part of the team (vocally or instrumentally), please reach out to Rick or 

Kendall and let them know. We continue to welcome more volunteers! 

https://www.facebook.com/gosouthland
http://gosouthland.org/watch-online
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A REMINDER about these priorities here at Southland: 

When we are operating as normal (i.e. without impacts from COVID-19), these two priorities that we call 

“CONNECT” and “GROW DEEP” are a valuable part of our church family here at Southland.  

CONNECT Groups (these mainly met on Sunday mornings) are designed to be a context where 

people can discover Christian community and experience a smaller sense of FAMILY.  

Our Wednesday evening CULTIVATE (most recently with D-Groups as the format) is about 

helping us plant deep roots down into Christ and Scripture within an even smaller context.  

For most of 2020, so much of our focus has been directed toward our ENCOUNTER worship time - these other 

ministries unfortunately had to remain paused. Ideally, we would be re-launching everything as we move into 

2021. That isn’t going to happen at this point (e.g. we’re not resuming Wednesday evening programming until 

the Fall). However, starting January 3, 2021, we are resuming our fuller Sunday 

morning schedule, albeit with a 9:30am start time instead of 9am. We are certainly 

excited about getting this re-launched! 

We have a combined time with Dave Embree at 9:30am on 1/3 for “CCH Day” (this is for high school students 

and older; classes for middle school students and younger are still meeting on that day). After that, we begin 

our modified ministry programming on January 10. Here’s what that looks like: 

 Sunday School classes for kids and youth (see those appropriate sections for room details) 

 “The Launch” Connect Group for college-aged students in Room #5 

 Beyond that, we are offering three specific elective options in lieu of normal CONNECT Groups: 

“Living the Kingdom of God” (based on Jesus’ parables in Matthew 13) - led by Alex Cobb. 

This class is meeting in the Great Room and is also available through a Zoom meeting. 

“A Look at Genesis” (using a RNM video resource called the “Bible Experiment”  with Joe 

Boyd) - led by Terry Ochs. This class is meeting in the Fellowship Hall - “in person” only. 

“Praying with Paul” (based on a study by D.A. Carson) - led by Matt Martin. This class is 

meeting in the auditorium and is also available via our normal “Facebook LIVE” streaming. 

For more details - including ways that COVID-related guidelines are going to influence what is 

happening at 9:30am - check out the flyer we have made available:  Sunday mornings at 9:30 (early 

2021). Click on the link to access the PDF electronically; paper copies are also available at the 

Welcome Center starting Sunday, January 3. 

Obviously, we are not getting everything back to where it was pre-COVID; but, at least for now, this will be a 

chance to be moving back in that direction. In the end, we are just glad to be able to be offering these 

opportunities to be together again – connecting in relationships and growing deep in His Word! 

CONNECT 

and GROW DEEP 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Early_2021_Sunday_mornings.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/f3/f3aa1a80-68d3-4b66-b1ee-9d062016c240/documents/Early_2021_Sunday_mornings.pdf
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Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

As we continue moving back toward normal, we have re-incorporated various areas of service 

within our church family. That’s especially true as we move into 2021 and move to a fuller/more 

normal schedule on Sunday mornings. We are certainly not filling all the roles that we used to 

fill. And yet, there are regular ways you can serve. Please let us know if there are ways you 

are willing to help in this season - whether ways you previously served in the past or perhaps 

in a new way. 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As 

each part does its own special work, it helps the other 

parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and 

growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:16) 

 
Nursery workers 

(all morning) 

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER 
(age 3 - K) 

Kid ENCOUNTER 
(1st - 5th grades) 

1/3 The Graves Family Traci Prater Les Londeen 

1/10 Julie Brothers Kristin Londeen Brad & Ashley Worthy 

1/17 Amanda Miller Andrea Conboy Les Londeen 

1/24 Cheryl McAnally Kristie (or Anna) Martin Les Londeen 

1/31 Jenelle Smith T.B.D. Jamie Millican and Anna Randleman 

SERVING SCHEDULE for January 2021 

We are not publishing a full serving schedule for this month (except for the specific kids’ areas 

identified below). During this season, we are still needing people to serve as greeters - from both 

9:15-9:40 and 10:15-10:40 - as well as foyer hosts throughout our ENCOUNTER worship service. 

Let a staff member know if you are willing to help in one of these ways. 

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at 

Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to 

Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work." 

Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's 

design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we 

share this section with you. 
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This year, we decided it was more appropriate to streamline our “Thanks-Mas” event (it was a great night of 

desserts and hot drinks) and send the funds we would normally spend to support the work of Crosslines. Counting 

any donations that came in specifically for that purpose, we were able to send to Crosslines $500 extra in support. 

We trust that this will be a blessing to them and their ministry of blessing others in need as we move into 2021.  

On Sunday, January 3 we are hosting our 2nd annual “CCH DAY,” a day 

to highlight our partnership with Christian Campus House. Dave Embree 

will be sharing during a combined time at 9:30am about ministering to 

college students and then preaching during our ENCOUNTER service. 

Both portions will be LIVE STREAMED. We’re looking forward to it!  

LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 

faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

Our local ministry partners: 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org 
www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions partners, 

we strive to provide updates (e.g. newsletters) when available. This 

is really the only way one of our partners can share with supporters 

as their location makes any online presence too risky from a security 

standpoint. Please be praying for all our global partners as COVID-
19 realities impact their locations as well! 

There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org 

for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at 

Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.  

You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through our 

connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s 

another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.  

We are still looking to re-schedule our Mexico mission trip  with Casas por Cristo (postponed due 

to COVID in 2020) for sometime in 2021.  Be looking for more details. 

http://www.indiamission.org
http://www.indiamission.org

