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May God’s blessings continue to 
flow into our lives individually and 
collectively as we follow after Him! 

Our ministries resume more normal activities as we 
enter the new year. Check out the various sections of 

“The Vine” for plans and details as 2020 begins. 

 

Due to the recent schedule in connection with 
Christmas and the new year, this edition of 
“The Vine” is a bit abbreviated. We did still 
feel like it was important to publish it so we 
could communicate about what’s happening 
as we move into 2020. The next edition will 

be back to what is more normal.  
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Southland “FAMILY” News 

For each ministry year (September through August), we establish a theme 
that serves as a main point of emphasis during that time period.  It’s a good 
way for us to identify an area of focus that is worthy of our attention. As a 
reminder, here is our theme for this current ministry year: 

We unveiled the theme at FLOURISH 2019 back in 
August and want to make sure we keep it in front of our hearts and minds 
as we turn the calendar to 2020. 

This theme helps us focus in two directions as it has been (and will continue to be through August 
2020) an ongoing part of our church FAMILY conversation here at Southland.  

On the one hand, it reminds us that our faith in Christ has been passed on to us by others. It’s what 
we’ve received from “beyond ourselves.” We want to celebrate what we’ve received and those from 
whom we’ve received it. That’s a large part of what our main Fall 2019 sermon series was about from 
Acts. The LEGACY passed down to us came not just from those who directly passed it on to us, but 
even from the earliest 1st century believers. It’s good to remember how we received this faith! 

On the other hand, this LEGACY theme emphasizes that this faith that has been passed on to us 
should also be passed on by us to others - “beyond ourselves.” We want to reflect on what it means for 
us to be leaving such a LEGACY of faith in Christ. One image that has been used to picture this idea is 
that of a “lengthened shadow.” Assuming light is coming from the right direction, a shadow lingers 
even after a person has passed by. So it is with a LEGACY - as we go about our lives, we are living 
and leaving a “shadow” that eventually will outlast our earthly lives. This theme is designed to help 
us consider what it means to live such lives; may we be challenged to do just that! 

 

A Reminder about Our Theme for the Ministry Year: 

A brief look back at our “Church FAMILY Christmas” from December …  

It was a great month together as we celebrated the season as a church 
FAMILY. Here are some highlights from the month: 

 Our “Thanks-Mas” dinner on December 1 included a delicious meal 
 plus a good time of fun and fellowship together.  

December 8 represented another fantastic Sunday morning 
centered around the Children of Praise (C.O.P.) program - this 
year, the kids’ performance of “C.A.K.E.” Part of our intention in having this during our 
ENCOUNTER service (we’ve done it this way for the past few years now) was to have the 
program serve as the message for that week. If you were blessed to be able to attend on that 
day, you know that, without a doubt, it more than adequately served that purpose! From the 
work of the team (see p. 14 for a list of the volunteers) to the kids’ diligent work and 
enthusiasm, it all came together so well to emphasize the true meaning of the Christmas story 
and encourage us to show kindness to others. Of course, a good breakfast together as church 
family was part of the morning too. All in all, it was a great part of our church FAMILY 
celebration during the month. 

Of course, the month continued with caroling at Quail Creek, the Ladies’ “Cozy Christmas 
Celebration” (it sure sounds like a great time was had by all!) and the Christmas Eve service.  
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Other general  Reminders  &  Info 
We’re looking forward to a special day on Sunday, January 5 … 

“CCH Day” at Southland - this is a day we have set aside to 

highlight Christian Campus House at MSU, one of our long-

standing local partners. As part of this day, Dave Embree is 

sharing during a combined Connect Group time at 9am about 

the work of CCH (during this, he is also providing some insight into the current generation of college 

students). Then, during our 10:30 ENCOUNTER time, a CCH team will be leading our worship and Dave is 

preaching. It’s going to be a great day for us to help promote our partnership with CCH. 

3 upcoming meetings at Southland: 

 Sunday, January 19 at 9am - an informational meeting re: a Summer 2020 mission trip (see Rick’s 

 article on page 6 for more on this).  

 Sunday, January 19 after service - a parent meeting … Les will be sharing information about 2020 

 conference opportunities for middle school and high school youth. 

 Sunday, January 26 - a lunch meeting to begin work on our 2020 VBS … this is for the primary VBS 

leadership team (i.e. those who lead areas in either the pre-K or grade school portions). 

PROPERTY Update: 
We wanted to update you about the ongoing MAINTENANCE/BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS front - this 

process was a direct result of a sale of some of our property in September of 2018. We have already 

accomplished several needed projects over the past several months (as we’ve mentioned before in this 

space). They have made a noticeable difference throughout our building. Even with all that has been 

done, we still have some funds to continue addressing other projects on our list of what needs to be 

done. That includes sound panels for the Fellowship Hall to help with the noise level (hopefully being 

completed during the month of January), some ongoing upkeep throughout the building as well as 

addressing our exterior signage. We’re looking forward to the increased visibility that is going to come 

about because of this … just another positive outcome from this whole process! 

2 GIVING-RELATED REMINDERS 
RE: GIVING RECEIPTS for 2019 … Receipts will be sent out later in January. Once you receive your 
statement, please make sure you double-check it against your own records. If you discover a discrepancy, please make 
sure you let the office know and we will work to get it corrected. Also, if you don’t receive a receipt by the end of 
January and should have, please let us know. Thank you for your faithful participation in this privilege of giving!! 

As a reminder, we only do this tracking because we are supposed to provide such giving receipts for tax 
purposes. In other words, it’s for your benefit, nothing we do for our own purposes. 

RE: GIVING ENVELOPES … we do have giving envelopes available if you prefer to 
use them. Of course, it is the only real way for us to make sure any cash giving is properly 
attributed. They are available at the Welcome Center. NOTE: any giving done by check is 
automatically attributed with or without an envelope. 
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IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ... 
It’s that time of year again when wintry weather is a possibility. 
Unfortunately, there are times when we have to either cancel or adjust our 
regular schedule because of the inclement weather. These changes will be 
made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at 
least 2 hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways: 

 On the front page of our website:  www.gosouthland.org  

 Through our “Southland Scoop” Facebook page 

 Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list”  

 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let 
the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change. 

We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our 
plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make 
your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision. 

NOTE:  If we don’t yet have your contact information, or if you want to specifically receive a phone call 
when we make such changes, please contact the church office at 881-7405. 

What’s Happening at Southland: 
Make sure you note the following on your calendar. We share more information in other 

places of “The Vine,” but this is an effort to consolidate things in one place. 

WEEKLY Schedule of Events (listed by time of the week): 

At 9am, we have our “Connect Group” time (as well as Sunday School classes for kids 

and youth through high school). Groups are meeting as normal for January except for 

1/5 (see page 3 for plans on that day). 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am … our weekly ENCOUNTER service - the time 

when we gather as a church FAMILY to meet with God. 

Sunday evening from 6-8pm … Group Huddle for middle school and high school youth; this 

resumes for 2020 on Sunday, January 12 (check out pages 8-9 for specific details).  

Wednesdays beginning January 15 - 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 start time 

otherwise … CULTIVATE - our Wednesday evening “GROW DEEP” ministry. Be 

looking for more details as we head into this new session. 

Thursdays beginning January 16  - from 9:30-11:30 … WSA (Women Set Apart) - a Bible 

study called “The Storm Inside” (check out page 11 for more details).  

All Events (listed by date): 

Sunday, January 5 … “CCH Day” at Southland - this is a day we have set aside to highlight 

Christian Campus House at MSU, one of our long-standing local partners. See page 3 for 

more details about this day. 

Sunday, January 12 … Group Huddle resumes with a winter kick-off - Bubble Ball Soccer with 

pizza served for supper; see page 9 for details. 
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Other Events (listed by date - cont.): 

Wednesday, January 15 ... CULTIVATE resumes. 

Thursday, January 16 … WSA (Women Set Apart Bible study) resumes; see page 11. 

Sunday, January 19 … during the 9am time slot, Rick is holding an informational meeting 

about a 2020 mission trip opportunity to Mexico to work with “Casas por Cristo.” 

Sunday, January 19 … “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday.” 

Sunday, January 19 … an informational meeting for parents of middle school and high 

school youth after service; plans for the “Believe” and “Move” conferences will be shared. 

Sunday, January 26 … a VBS lunch meeting to start making preparation for our 2020 VBS. 

This is for all of those who are leaders of various areas - both pre-K and grade school. 

Friday, January 31 … BTG meeting (6-8:15pm). 

Friday, February 14 … a “Parents’ Night Out” from 6-8:30pm at SCC for PARENTS of grade 

school kids and younger (down to age 3); see page 8 for details. 

Saturday, February 29 … BTG retreat day. 

Friday, March 27 and Saturday, March 28 … “BELIEVE” conference for middle school 

students; see page 10 for more details. 

A few dates for down the road: 

 Friday, May 1 and Saturday, May 2 ... the annual youth yard sale. 

 Sunday, May 3 … our annual “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” 

 July 11-15 ... high school MOVE conference (see p. 10 for details). 

 Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30 ... our 2020 VBS. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE … December 2019 
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of 
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders. 

INCOME … 

 Regular tithe for December = $59,516 

00 (5 Sundays)   Average weekly tithe = $11,903 

20  

Our total tithe so far for the ministry year (September 2019 through August 2020) is $153,692 for a weekly 

average a little under $8,540. Our projected budgetary need (adjusted for current staffing realities, etc.) is 
about $430,000 to $440,000 for the year which breaks down to about $8,200-$8,400 each week. 

We obviously had a great December offering which helps to position us well moving into 2020 and the rest of 

this current ministry year. While the larger December offering skews the averages and projections for the rest 

of the year, we are in a good spot to move forward based on our current realities. 

Please keep in mind that we also came into this new ministry year in good financial shape (including a very 

healthy balance in our Money Market savings account). This does two things: (1) it provides a good amount in 
reserve and (2) it puts us in a spot where we can deal well with such ebbs and flows in the year.  

Thank you, Southland FAMILY, for your faithful participation through your giving! 

(Make sure you check out the giving-related reminders on page 3.)  
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A note from RICK ... 
Since 2009, I have been connected with a ministry and a network of churches, pastors, and families in Anapra, Mexico.  

Anapra is just outside of Juarez and is situated just across the border from New Mexico. It’s one of the poorest communities 

in the area. It’s impoverished. It’s sandy. It’s hot. There’s trash everywhere. But it is a place that I have come to love 

because of the people who live there.   

People like Alicia Zuñiga, who, when given a new house to help her and her 

family, immediately began to use it as a way to reach out to the single moms in her 

neighborhood.  

People like Pastor Ezekiel who led his financially poor church to raise money and 

build a house for another family and another church across town.  

People like Julio and Hector and more who spend their days loving their 

neighbors in Jesus’ Name.  

Good people … who love Jesus.  

Over the years I’ve fallen in love with this place and these people. And I’d like to introduce you to them as well! 

So I’m starting to put together a trip for this summer through “Casas Por Cristo.” Casas is an organization based in El 

Paso that connects teams with pastors and families to build a house that the family wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford for 

themselves. We will be able to come in, meet a new family and build them a home from the ground up. The nice thing is that 

Casas has it down to a science and we don’t have to have much in the way of construction experience to build the house. If 

you can swing a hammer and listen to instructions, then you’re capable. When we’re not building the house, we will spend 

our evenings visiting other families, hanging out with the kids (so many kids!), providing food, worshiping with the church 

there and more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m looking to bring a team of at least 12-16 people with me this summer, so if you and/or your family have interest in such a 

short-term mission’s trip for this summer, I’d like you to join us at an informational meeting on January 19th during the 

Connect Group time slot (9am). I’ll have some information to give you, details and odds and ends, and offer a time to ask 

questions.    
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      (1st
 - 5th grades) 

Kids this age (it’s different for those Kindergarten and younger) start out in our regular 
ENCOUNTER service at 10:30am until being dismissed … typically during offering. “Kid 

ENCOUNTER” is meeting as normal throughout the month of January. 

REMINDER:  During Kid ENCOUNTER, our grade school students are joining our Group 
Huddle students in raising money to support the Todds as they prepare for 
their mission work in New South Wales, Australia. 

 

“Children of Praise”  
It was great to be a part of the kids’ performance of “C.A.K.E.” back 
on Sunday, December 8, 2019! All in attendance were certainly blessed 
as the kids shared the Good News of the Christmas story through 
music and drama. Our thanks to the team who worked with the kids (see 
p. 14 for those individuals)! Of course, we also want to acknowledge the 
kids for their hard work and using their gifts to serve in this way. 

 

 

 

 

Part of each session involves ministry programming for all ages, including our kids 
(those in pre-K through 5th grade as well as nursery for younger children when 

needed). In the Fall session, it works out well for our kids to be participating in 
“Children of Praise” as they prepare for their annual Christmas production.  

As of the publishing of this edition of “The Vine,” we are still working out the 
specific details for this upcoming session. It will involve some content, but also 

some relaxed time for the kids to enjoy time with one another.  

For the past few months now, we’ve used a check-in process on Sunday 
mornings - those coming for the first time need to provide information at 
the counter in the foyer; those returning simply need to stop to check-in on 
a weekly basis. 
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GROUP HUDDLE NEWS (m.S. & H.S.) 

“GROUP HUDDLE” is a weekly time (Sundays from 6-8pm) for middle school 

and high school students. who strive to love Christ and others. It offers a 

place for students to connect and dive into God’s Word as they participate in 

meaningful small groups, worship and fellowship. 

GROUP HUDDLE MEALS: 

Each semester, we ask parents to help defray the expense of 

feeding several hungry teens at Group Huddle. We ask parents 

to send  $20 for each teen from your household who is 

attending (that covers the whole semester, through May). 

GROUP HUDDLE MISSIONS: 

This semester, we are continuing our support of the Todds and their work in New South Wales, 

Australia. So far, we have raised nearly $950 for them. We look forward to continuing this 

effort and increasing that amount in 2020. 

Camp Session (ages/grades) Dates (days of the week) 
 

The Summer 

2020 camp 

theme focuses 

on Paul 
 

“RELENTLESS” 

Beginner Camp (K-1st) June 6 (Sat.) 

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th) June 11-13 (Thurs. - Sat.) 

5th & 6th Grade Camp June 7-10 (Sun. - Wed.) 

Middle School Camp (7th-8th) June 14-19 (Sun - Fri.) 

It’s still a long time until Summer, but we wanted to go ahead and make sure we 
communicated the dates for our annual VBS - Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 
30. For now, please make sure this is on your calendar. Of course, we will have much more to 

share over the next few months as we head towards our 2020 edition of VBS. 

Dates for the 2020 camp season 
Below are the sessions and dates Southland will be attending: 

 

 

 

 
 

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year! 

An upcoming FUN opportunity for kids: 

6-8:30pm on Friday, February 14 (yes, you read that date 
correctly!) - for anyone with young kids,  the advertising 
angle is another “Parents ’ Night Out;” but for the kids, it ’s 
all about a night to hang out with friends at church and have a 
lot of fun together. Dinner will be served as well.  

This event is designed for kids ages 3 through 5 th grade. Because it is a 
children ’s ministry event, there is no charge. Be looking for details about how 
you can RSVP for the evening!  
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Sunday, January 12 

Group Huddle Winter Kick-Off with 

Bubble Ball Soccer (6-8pm) 

Come join your youth group friends for this fun evening as we 

launch the 2020 Winter/Spring semester – “bubble ball soccer” and 

pizza for a meal! Cost is $10 per student. 

Sign-up for the event at the youth display in the south foyer; 
release forms can be picked up there as well. 

Students cannot participate without a signed-release form! 

Middle School & High school news 
Middle School & High School CULTIVATE  

Resumes Wednesday, January 15 (6:30-7:45pm) 

Meeting in the auditorium with break-out groups as well 
The content for this session is a curriculum called “Overcomer” based on 
a popular movie of the same title. Many feel they are less than who God 
says they are; but, when we understand who God is, we more fully 
understand who we are. 

NOTE:   After spending the Fall in Children of Praise, 6 
th graders will be 

joining this group during this upcoming session. 

Sunday, January 19 (after service) 

We are hosting a parent information meeting to cover the 
essentials of these 2020 conferences (see the next page for 
more details about “BELIEVE” for middle school students and 
“MOVE” for high school students). Among other things, Les 
will be sharing more about these trips, including fundraising 
details, the schedule of when payments are due, etc. 

UPCOMING GROUP HUDDLE THEMES: 

January 12 PLAY IT! … “Winter Kick-off” with Bubble Ball Soccer and pizza 

(see below for more details) 

January 19 WEAR IT! … “Rock the Flannel” - dress like a lumberjack and show off 

your ax throwing skills. 

January 26 PLAY IT! … “Snap, Crackle and Pop Cereal Night” - don’t miss this 

“magically delicious” night that will leave you “cuckoo for Cocoa Puffs!” 

February 2  No Group Huddle - enjoy the big game with family and friends 

February 9 EAT IT! … “Hot Pockets in Paris” - Bonjour! Enjoy this breaded treat 

where each bite is a different temperature. 
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Specifically for MIDDLE School ... 
The 2020 “BELIEVE” Conference 

for students in 6th - 8th grades  

Friday, March 27 through 
Saturday, March 28 at the 

Kansas City Convention Center  

The total cost for “BELIEVE” is $94 - includes registration, 
hotel housing and admission to the college basketball 
experience (travel meals are separate from this cost). 

The theme for this year’s “Believe” conference is CONTACT … check out the CIY website for 
more information on this theme: https://new.ciy.com/believe/2020 (if viewing “The Vine” 
electronically, you can click directly on that link to go there). 

Please note:  a $25 pre-registration fee is due on Sunday, January 26. 

Again, parents, please attend the meeting on Sunday, January 19 after service 
as we will cover the basic details about the 2020 ”BELIEVE” Conference.  

On one of the CULTIVATE Wednesday evenings in February, the middle school youth and their 
families will be serving the meal as a fundraiser for “Believe” - be looking for more specific 

details about the date and how you can help. 

NOTE:  We will likely need a few parents to be willing to go as chaperones. 

Specifically for HIGH SCHOOL … 
The 2020 “MOVE” Conference (for students graduating in 2020-2024)  

Monday, July 5 through Saturday, 
July 11 at the University of 

Nebraska (again)  in Lincoln, NE 
 

This year’s theme for MOVE focuses on “The Holy Spirit” - who He is, how He works, and how high 
school students can remain connected to Him in every moment of their lives … check out the CIY 
website for more information on this theme: https://new.ciy.com/move/2020 (as above, if 
viewing “The Vine” electronically, you can click directly on that link to go there). 

The total cost for “MOVE” is $369 - includes registration and the basic housing/food for 
the week (a few travel meals are in addition to this cost). 

A non-refundable $50 pre-registration fee is due on Sunday, January 26. 

Again, parents, please attend the meeting on Sunday, January 19 after service 
as we will cover the basic details about the 2020 ”MOVE” Conference.  

ATTENTION students and families: Make sure you have Friday, May 1 & Saturday, May 2 on 
your calendar for the annual “youth yard sale” fundraiser. 

https://new.ciy.com/believe/2020
https://new.ciy.com/move/2020
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BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through 8th 
grade as well as their moms/grandmothers. 

Box Top Girls 

This ministry is an opportunity for women of all ages and life stages to 
spend time studying God’s Word together (a “GROW DEEP” ministry) while 
forming bonds with sisters in Christ. The tagline is “Intentional Learning for 
Intentional Living.”   

Details about the next session of WSA: 

Thursdays from 9:30-11:30am starting January 16 (running through March 5) 

An 8-week video series called The Storm Inside: Trade the Chaos of How You 
Feel for the Truth of Who You Are by Sheila Walsh 

Here’s a note from the author/presenter of this study: 
“In The Storm Inside, we’ll look at the stories of 8 Biblical women who traveled 
the path from shame to love … from disappointment to hope … from insecurity 
to confidence … from despair to faith … and more. We’ll get to know them as 
real people and see how God came through for each of them.”  

FORMAT CHANGE:   After some time for connecting, we’ll view the video session for each week and spend 
the rest of our time in discussion about the character for that session and the lessons 
we learn from her. There will be study guide books available in which there is homework 
to complete if you choose to do so (this time, it will be done after each week’s lesson). 

 Because of this format, each of the eight weeks can stand alone, so if you’re not able to 
join us all the time, we’d love to have you attend whenever you are able. 

This is another opportunity for ladies to "GROW DEEP" as well as form bonds with sisters in Christ and 
encourage one another!  

The next BTG 
meeting is January 
31 from 6-8:15pm. 

Mark February 29 
on your calendars - 

the date for this 
year’s BTG retreat. 

southlandwomen 
Upcoming women’s ministry events 

The plan is to have more information about our next women’s ministry event 
by the time we publish the “February 2020” edition of “The Vine” in late January. 

Also, we wanted to mention a women’s conference at Ozark Christian College on Friday, 
April 3 and Saturday, April 4 - “Rise Up!” Check out the following link (if viewing “The Vine” 
electronically, you can click directly on it): https://occ.edu/events/event/womens-event. 

We are still 
planning to serve 
light breakfast 
options as well. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133:1&version=NIV
https://occ.edu/events/event/womens-event
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Weekly ENCOUNTER 
... a time to gather in God's presence together. 

SINGING TRUTH:  The Song “Great Things” 

“Christian, next year will have its fair share of challenges and joys. Trials and temptations but guess 

what, you’re going into a new year with the same God. The Father will still love you. Christ will still be 

praying for you. The Holy Spirit will still keep you. That’s good news.” – Jackie Hill Perry 

Hello one and all! Your “Friendly Neighbored Part Time Guy” here back again for some good ol’ rambling time! 

During January, we will be introducing a new song by Phil Wickham entitled “Great Things.” As we add this 

song into our church repertoire, I wanted to reflect on part of the heart behind the song, its introduction to 

our church family, and my good friend Job …  

Many of us know the story of Job. But let’s do a quick recap, shall we? Job was a well-off man. As his story 

begins, we see him minding his own business, being faithful to the Lord. Out of nowhere, the devil steps into 

the story. He makes an argument to God that the only reason Job worshiped Him was because of all the 

physical blessings he received. God gave the devil permission to take these away from him with the condition 

that Job could not be killed. Job lost everything. He lost his home, his possessions, his children, his wife, and 

his good health.  

As the story continues, we find Job’s friends come along beside him. Instead of supporting him, though, they 

ask what he has done wrong and shame him. A fourth character steps into the story and sets the record pretty 

straight; but, I want to talk about what happens after. One of the most amazing parts of the story of Job is that 

God verbally answers amidst all the voices being heard. In Job 38, God begins to list off just a little bit about 

Himself and what He has done: “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth … Have you 

commanded the morning since your days began, and cause the dawn to know its place …” - on and on it goes.  

Here’s the beautiful thing about this story: God didn’t have to answer Job, but He did. While God’s answer was 

a rebuke, it was even more a powerful reminder of who He was and who He continues to be. God is great not 

because of what He does, but because of who He is, and who He is, is so much more then we could hope and 

dream. Looking at the history of God’s faithfulness helps us remember Him; and though trials may come as He 

promised, we remember the same God walks into this world with us.  

At one point the song “Great Things” points to 2 Corinthians 1:20 - it’s a verse declaring all the promises that 

God has made are “Yes and Amen!” through Christ. He is the fulfillment of the Law and prophets. Through His 

death and resurrection, He has fulfilled the greatest act and promise overcoming the world. 

We sing for many reasons. One of those reasons is to be reminded. As we sing this song, let us remember the 

greatness of our God, what He has done for all of humanity and for us in Christ, and let us respond with praise. 

“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 

works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 

renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ Our Savior, so that 

being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” – Titus 3:4-7  

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Part-Time Guy, 

 Adam Faulkner 
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Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar  

On January 5, Dave Embree is preaching 
(part of “CCH Day” at Southland). 

Preaching plans for January 12 and beyond 
are still being clarified. At some point, we 
will begin our first main series of 2020. 

 

CONNECT Groups 
... a place to discover Christian community. 

What’s happening in Connect Groups  (Sundays at 9am)  

One of the ways we try to facilitate healthy relationships within the church FAMILY is through our 

Connect Groups that meet weekly at 9am. Besides Sunday, January 5 (“CCH Day” at Southland - a combined 
time in the auditorium with Dave Embree sharing), these groups are meeting as normal for January.  

As a reminder, below is a listing of the groups that meet as well as their current location and a brief 

demographic description (note: these are given for informational purposes, not as binding parameters): 

LAUNCH (meeting in Room #5) … for college-age and young adults. 

The BRANCH (meeting in the Southeast corner of the auditorium) … for those with younger families.  

The Refuge  (meeting in the Great Room) … for those who have kids in middle school, high school and 

even into college (earliest adulthood). 

Free at Last (meeting in the Gathering Room, off of the Great Room) … for those who continue to have 

work responsibilities, but whose kids are mainly gone. 

Empty Nesters (meeting in the Fellowship Hall) … for those who are primarily in the retirement life stage. 

REMINDER:  If you want 
to listen to sermons you 
might have missed, you 
can do so through the 
website. Go to the 
“Online Sermons” tab 
through our website 
(www.gosouthland.org).  

From there, you can find the date of the sermon you are 
looking for. Assuming everything goes properly, we try to 
get sermons posted by Tuesday. It’s never the same as 
being with the church family, but it is a way to stay 
connected. You can also navigate to find past sermon 
series as we have many years’ worth of sermons archived.  
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G ROW DEEP Ministries 
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word. 

Our Winter and Spring 2020 sessions will continue to include Deeper 

Life Groups (of course, it’s a good time to incorporate new people); we 

will also be continuing to use the Core 52 book as our primary content. 

Further details are being communicated separately; be watching the 
display in the foyer (as well as electronic communications). 

Opportunities to BUILD UP 
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow. 

Specific Opportunities to Serve & “BUILD UP” the Body 

There are blue flyers at the Welcome Center that identify some ongoing ways we need people 

to serve. As we enter this new year, maybe it’s a great time to find a way you can serve within 

the Southland family! 

If you are willing to help serve in some capacity, please use one of the BLUE cards 

available by the Welcome Center. Fill it out, leave it in the office and we’ll be in touch! 

A special “THANK YOU” to all who helped with the 

extras during our “Church FAMILY Christmas” in 

December. See below for a few specifics. 

We included this last month, but again, a “THANK YOU” to those who helped with our 

“Thanks-Mas FAMILY Dinner.” It was a delicious meal (thanks, Pam Foster for leading this 

effort as well as all those who cooked) and a great evening together!  

A “THANK YOU” to Carolyn Burros who assisted in decorating for the Christmas season. 

A “THANK YOU” to all involved with the Children of Praise production on December 8: 

 To the Children of Praise team who worked with the kids getting them ready for their 

 performance - Traci Prater, Debbie Hoenshell, Terra Gegg and Abi Hoenshell. 

 To those other volunteers who worked in behind-the-scenes roles with C.O.P.: Jay 

Butler, Tim Prater, Karl Simpson, Megan Williamson and Brad & Ashley Worthy. 

 Last but not least, to all the kids who used their giftedness to bless us that morning. 
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Serving Schedule – JANUARY 2020 
 Greeters Welcome Center Foyer Hosts 

1/5 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |———— Bill & Pam F. (8:45-10:15) ————| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40) Ben & Debbie J. 

1/12  
Free at Last (8:45-9:10)  |——— Dennis & Kay M. (8:45-10:15) ———| 

Refuge (10:15-10:40) Joan H. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40) A.J. & Terra G. 

1/19  
2nd/3rd Grade (8:45-9:10)  |———— Jay & Kim T. (8:45-10:15) ————| 

Launch (10:15-10:40) Ken & Debbie N. (10:15-10:40) Steve & LeeAnn M. 

1/26 
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)  |—–— Ernie & Charlotte E. (8:45-10:15) —–—| 

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Jay & Kim T. (10:15-10:40) Ken & Debbie N. 

 Communion Preparation Serving Team Leader Computer 

1/5 

Warren & Carolyn Burros 

Mark Miller Nate Jennings 

1/12 Doug Graves Dan Gray 

1/19 Ben Jennings Simeon Martin 

1/26 Warren Burros Nate Jennings 

 

 (Nursery) Check-in Nursery workers 

1/5 - 8:50-10:00am 
1/5 - 10:20-dismissal 

Stacy Gambill 
Jill Cobb 

Stacy Gambill 
Cobb Family 

1/12 - 8:50-10:20am 
1/12 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Debbie Gray 

Amanda Miller 
Debbie Gray + Jenelle/Kira Smith 

1/19 - 8:50-10:20am 
1/19 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Butler 
Susan Graves 

Amanda Butler 
Graves Family 

1/26 - 8:50-10:20am 
1/26 - 10:20-dismissal 

Amanda Miller 
Julie Brothers 

Amanda Miller 
Julie/Madison Brothers 

 

  Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K) Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades) 

1/5 Anna M. - Ezri S. Les Londeen with Douglas Arnold 

1/12 Kristin L. - Macy S. Stefani Hall with Tommy Hall 

1/19 Cindy M. - Andrea C. Andy & Donna L. 

1/26 Traci P. - Liz K. Brad & Ashley Worthy 
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LIVE OUT 
Ministries 

... a path for putting 
faith into action. 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers."       

        - Galatians 6:10 

One of our favorite days on the calendar is what we call our “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” For the 

past few years now,it’s a day for us church-wide to be intentional about focusing on SERVICE 

- living out an active love. 

This year’s “LIVE OUT: Service Day” is going to be Sunday, May 3 

We will meet for a brief ENCOUNTER worship before being dismissed to spread out and serve 

in our community. Over the next couple of months, we will be planning and preparing for the 

day. Be looking for more details about this day. 

Our local ministry partners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.cchonthe.net 

www.show-mehome.com 

www.417pcc.org www.maranatha 

biblecamp.org 

www.occ.edu 

www.ccozarks.

org/crosslines 

To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions 

partners, we strive to provide updates when available in 

the auditorium (by the map). This is the only way one of 

our partners can communicate with us (their location 

makes an online presence too risky when it comes to 

security. We do also regularly support Central India 

Christian Mission and Life of Hope (in Guatemala). 

 

We are not planning a 2020 trip to Guatemala with “Life of Hope;” however, we are planning one to Mexico. 

On one level, this is a good way to fill in the “gap” between years (the opportunity with Life of Hope cannot 

happen every year). On another level, this provides an entirely different kind of opportunity as it can be one 

open to younger people and even entire families. See Rick’s article on page 6 for more specifics.  

During the 9am time slot on Sunday, January 19, there will be an informational meeting for those 

potentially interested in going on this trip.  If you already know you are interested, please go ahead 
and let Rick know as soon as possible, especially if you cannot attend the meeting in January.  


