
Introducing Rick Randleman, 
our new Associate Pastor 

We are pleased to announce that Rick accepted 
our associate pastor position at Southland.  Our 
search process was quite effective in leading us 
in the direction of many good candidates. In the 
end, our team felt firmly convinced that God was 
pointing us towards Rick as the best option. In 
our conversations with him, we were especially 
impressed with Rick’s heart for Jesus and the 
church - as well as Anna’s! It became quite easy to 
see the ways that he would be a tremendous 
addition to our ministry staff team. Even beyond 
that, we certainly believe that the entire 
Randleman family will be a great blessing to the 
Southland family. We look forward to them 
joining us soon! 

A bit about Rick … he actually grew up in the Springfield area, attending 
Northside Christian Church. He graduated from Ozark Christian College and 
has served in various ministry capacities since 1999. Most recently, he has 
been in northwest Missouri where he served for several years in a youth 
ministry and later in college ministry. In his own words, Rick “loves the 
church, love missions and loves to see people connect through service.” He is 
also “a drummer, sorta guitar player, avid reader and coffee snob” who enjoys 
piddling around in woodworking too. 

A bit about Anna … she is a stay-at-home mom and homeschool teacher. She 
also “loves the church and is always looking to connect and serve in any way 
she can. She loves camping with the family, playing games … and, after 15 
years of marriage, Rick finally taught her to appreciate coffee.” 

The Randlemans have 3 sons:  

Luke (age 14) enjoys playing the 
keyboard, reading, playing basketball 
and soccer as well as any “nerd board 
game.” 

Levi (age 12) loves martial arts, drums 
and making up his own “nerd board 
games.” 

Lex (age 4) loves every sport, every 
musical instrument and “messing up 
the nerd games that his family plays 
… and he loves coffee!” 

(Over for specifics about the Rick’s role at Southland         ) 

Rick and Anna Randleman 



Rick is not able to wrap-up his current ministry obligations in northwest 
Missouri until June. So, he will not officially start at Southland until the week 
of June 10. (Please do be praying for their house to sell as this will certainly 
impact when the entire Randleman family can be here with us for good.) 

When he comes, he will be filling a general “associate pastor” role. On a basic 
level, that means he will be participating with Matt in sharing in some of the 
leadership ministry tasks that staff carry-out (e.g. pastoral care, planning, 
working to lead the overall ministries of Southland, etc.).  

Of course, there are definitely some specific areas of responsibility that Rick 
will be handling based on his own giftedness: 

 As part of that general role, Rick will be part of a “preaching team” 
with Matt as he helps in the planning/development of the preaching 
calendar and actually preaches 6-8 times a year. 

 Based on his most recent experience, Rick will be leading Southland’s 
college-age ministry. This fits with his most recent experience (plus, 
see below for another positive adjustment to our ministry). 

 Rick will be overseeing the “LIVE OUT” portion of our process - our 
outreach. This will involve helping to mobilize people in the LIVING 
OUT of faith. It also involves directing the ministries that work with our 
foreign and local ministry partners as well as the G6:10 Ministry itself. 

 Rick will be managing Southland’s online presence - keeping our 
website up-to-date, handling online communication (especially via 
Facebook), etc. 

There will undoubtedly be other tasks that Rick carries-out. For where we are 
at this point in our ministry, though, these are the areas where we believe he 
will make the most impact! 

Obviously, there are ways where this one staff position is going to enhance 
greatly our overall ministries at Southland. Here’s one of the added bonuses: 
because Rick is gifted in leading college-age ministry, it frees Les up to shift 
younger in his areas of responsibility. While he will continue leading the youth 
(middle school and high school), Rick’s presence will enable Les to take the 
lead in coordinating the broader children’s ministry as well. So, while we were 
not able to hire directly a children’s minister, the addition of this associate role 
does help us address this important aspect of our ministry. 

Again, it is great to see the way that God has led and directed this process. We 
do want to thank the Southland family for their ongoing prayers throughout 
this time. Please continue to do so as this transition happens over the next few 
months - pray for the impact it will have on Southland for the good of the 
Kingdom of God … pray also for the logistics to go smoothly along the way (e.g. 
the selling of a house, the finding of a house, the moving process, etc.). We 
certainly look forward to how God is going to continue to be at work through 
Southland - with the Randlemans as part of the family! 


