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Session #4 (For Sept. 29) 
Mark 4:1 - 6:6a 

A Look Ahead 

During this session, we are working our way through the story of Jesus’ life as Mark tells it. This 
Gospel provides us with a PORTRAIT of Jesus – a perspective that is similar to the other writers 
(especially Matthew and Luke), yet with his own unique emphases. In the end, it’s about clarifying 
who Jesus is and what it means to follow Him. These guides are looking at the broader text/section 
we are covering each week with a more specific focus on key parts worth a closer look. All in all, the 
point of these guides is to help us navigate our way through this gospel as we come to see Jesus 
more clearly through the portrait Mark offers. 

The Broader Section – Mark 4:1 - 6:6a 

Especially when it comes to the reflection questions in this section, these are far more for your benefit 
if you find it helpful to jot such things down as you’re reading. What matters most here in this part is 
actually reading the text itself. 

READ Mark 4:1 - 6:6a 
Some quick notes on this section: 

We see Jesus’ ministry of teaching in 4:1-34. Such extended teaching sections are not nearly as 
common in Mark as in the other Gospels. Here, there is particular emphasis on Jesus’ use of parables. 
There are a few specific ones in this section. Some are simple analogies – like a basic metaphor – 
more than any kind of developed story (none as long as the parable of the soil and seeds with its 
interpretation; we looked at this one in depth earlier). Whatever the specific packaging, each one 
makes a point about the Kingdom that Jesus had come to inaugurate, including the way it grows, 
and/or how we should respond to Him and His message. Often, we think of parables as a tool to 
instruct on how we should live (e.g. like the Good Samaritan or the 2 Builders). However, in this case, 
it’s more about how God’s Kingdom works. The emphasis is on the Good News of its arrival and what 
Jesus is bringing about! This is really the theme of Jesus’ ministry up to this point: in deed (e.g. 
miracles, casting out demons, etc.) and in word (i.e. through His teaching), He is both announcing 
the Good News of God’s Kingdom coming near and ushering it in (remember 1:14-15!).  

SIDE NOTE: We know there are several more parables from Jesus not included in Mark’s Gospel. In 
that way, Mark seems to intend for this to be a representative text that reflects the kinds of parables 
Jesus regularly used in His teaching.  

We also see in this section a few editorial comments about Jesus’ teaching in parables (see 4:10-12 
and 33-34), specifically why He used them in His teaching. 



What are some themes that stand out to you from these parables? 

 

 

 

 
 

From Jesus’ teaching (word), Mark moves back to His miracles (deed) from 4:35 through the end of 
chapter 5. We’ll deal with these more below. By the time we get to the early portion of chapter 6, 
though, we see a level of limitation on Jesus’ miracles – not because of Jesus’ ability, but because of 
the lack of faith from those in His hometown of Nazareth. 

In general, what questions and/or observations do you have from reading this text? 

 

 

 

What does this section teach us about Jesus and His identity? 

 

 

 

APPLICATION-Centered … what does this overall section teach us about following Jesus? For 
example, what are some of the instructions or commands we should live out (note if these are 
specific to an individual or more broadly for any follower of Jesus)? What are the Christ-like 
attitudes and actions this text highlights as appropriate for us to model as His followers? 

 

 

 

A Focus on Jesus’ Miracles 

It’s impossible to read the Gospels and miss the emphasis on Jesus as One who work miracles. Given 
their prominence in this section of Mark’s Gospel, this is a good place to focus on them and what 
they communicate about Jesus and His Kingdom. 



Before we look at these miracles themselves, we need to make an observation about the point of 
miracle stories. (We are not going to deal here with the issue of whether or not these miracles 
actually happened here. Many in our culture are skeptical that they happened; and yet, it’s a key 
point of the Gospels – since Jesus is God in the flesh, He can certainly do such works as He ushers in 
God’s Kingdom on earth.) Here are a few points to consider when it comes to how we read, interpret 
and apply them: 

 The miracle stories are always going to emphasize something about Jesus’ identity and 
His authority/power. We’ve seen this already in 2:1-12 and 2:23-3:6. There is typically 
more to the stories, but this is usually the primary point! 

 Miracle stories give us a glimpse of what the arrival of God’s Kingdom means. This is what 
Jesus is inaugurating: His arrival shows what it means for the chaos of our world. In a 
sense, it’s a declaration of war against this world under the control of sin and evil … with 
all of its consequences. As we saw earlier in Mark’s Gospel, the Kingdom’s arrival through 
Jesus means restoration, what is broken is set right as God intended it to be – that’s why 
it’s such GOOD NEWS! Of course, we also remember that until the Kingdom comes in 
fullness “on earth as it is in heaven,” what happened through Jesus is only a small preview 
of what will one day be. 

 Beyond that, it can get tricky. Do we read ourselves and our circumstances back into the 
situations of those who received deliverance from Him? Maybe we think about similar 
obstacles and challenges we face; these miracles remind us to trust Him to deliver us from 
them. Maybe we might allegorize these stories to speak to the spiritual salvation which 
Jesus brings about in our lives. This is the territory where we need to be cautious; in 
reading ourselves into the story too much, we can easily miss what these miracles – like 
the parables earlier in chapter 4 – are trying to teach us about the Kingdom of God. 

 RightNow Media has a series on Jesus’ miracles from Mark Scott, a former professor at 
Ozark Christian College. There are a few sessions that dig-in to some of this discussion 
more fully.  

There’s not always a clear-cut direct application for us in these stories. Before we read these stories 
devotionally (as in “what can Jesus do for me?”), perhaps we would be well-served simply to 
celebrate with amazement Jesus and what He brought about. It’s GOOD NEWS indeed! Then, we 
can move on down to those other layers. 

Consider these miracles as a unit:  

4:35-41 … Jesus calms a furious storm. 

5:1-20 … Jesus casts out a legion of demons from a possessed man who could not be 
controlled (see the way Mark emphasizes this in 5:1-5 … especially in contrast to v. 15). 

5:21-24a, 35-43 … Jesus raises a girl from the dead. 

5:24b-34 … Jesus heals a sick woman. 

Based on the above considerations for how it’s best to read, interpret and apply such stories, what 
do you notice about these miracles? 



Not surprisingly, there is an emphasis on who Jesus is (see 4:41 and 5:42) even if the response was 
occasionally more of a negative one (e.g. fear in 5:15 or begging Him to leave in 5:17). His presence 
and His capacity were truly AWE-inspiring. 

Beyond that, consider what unites those situations: they’re all powerful and uncontrollable/ 
unavoidable realities that threaten people. Theologically, they’re all results of living in a fallen world 
where the evil one’s influence is so obvious. Even today, we can see evidence of such forces still at 
work from nature (think Romans 8:18ff), to the influence of the demonic (even if we’re not typically 
alert to such realities) even to death and sickness. Don’t miss this: there is something truly 
remarkable about the power Jesus has to overpower such things that are beyond our power to 
control. It’s so valuable for us to recognize that He has this capacity; indeed, as we go about our 
journeys in this world, we often face such things and need that reminder. Even more, it’s quite 
comforting for us to realize that the preview of His Kingdom’s presence being offered here will one 
day be a reality for eternity – such forms of earthly chaos will be subdued forever. It’s really all part 
of the promised SALVATION that Jesus has brought. 

From that foundation, let’s consider the ongoing implications for us.  

What are some ways where you are experiencing the chaos of our world – powerful forces that 
are a threat? 

 

 

 

 

Especially when you consider such experiences, it’s easy to have responses like fear. And yet, part 
of the point is what Jesus has the capacity to do. How do these stories encourage you to respond to 
Jesus – both who He already is and what He is going to bring about? 

 

 

 

 

One more note on this theme: Especially when factoring in the opening scene of chapter 6, we see 
a link between FAITH and Jesus’ miracles. There is at least some level of connection between the 
two in the Gospels. For example, this is present in the way Jairus approaches Jesus or the approach 
of the woman with the bleeding issue. It’s even present in Jesus’ words to Jairus in 5:36 (“Don’t be 
afraid; just believe!”). Even negatively, there seems to be a connection between a lack of faith and 
no miracles in 6:5-6. There is value in noting this connection – it inspires and motivates our 
confidence in Jesus. There is also great danger in taking this too far – experience would prove that 
there is more to Jesus’ activity (or lack thereof) than just whether or not faith is present. In fact, 
much harm is done by a theology that turns it into automatic cause-and-effect (i.e. if you have the 
right amount of faith, then God will respond the way you want Him to) … especially in those times 
where that isn’t the outcome. These stories invite and encourage faith in Jesus, even as they provide 
further reasons to put our confidence in Him. Yet, we go too far when our understanding of such 
faith somehow obligates a specific response from Jesus. True faith trusts beyond earthly outcomes. 


